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It is an ambitious project to collate a handbook of methods In social psychology F u st 
there Is the difficulty of defininq · social psychology and second there Is the d1ff1culty ut 
datermmmq what (and whose) methods form the core of social psychological theory and 
practice To make matters more difficult the editors know that their se,ect11,I1 cf 
materials may both emphasise exist.nq methodological hegemonies and deterrrnne tu 
some extent wl11ch emerging methodologies may gain entry to the methodoloqrcal 
corpus The editor s of this volume are conscious of therr role 111 def1n111g the standards 
of acceptable practice 1n the field and emphasize two general pnncrples that l,a,e 
guided their selection of material firstly they stress the importance of resear01ers 
selecting su1tatilt: 1a11d 11 necessary rnnovanve: methods and to encourage des,~,­ 
coherence l),,tw,·en research problems specinc res eat ch questions methods and data 
l hey arque th.it tl1e constr amts of everyday research practice often leSL,it 
researchers selract1ng research questions based on tarruhar methodoloqres and ttiey aII1 
to provide a library of methods to encouraqe researchers to select methodologies to 
address pressing questions rather than CJeneratIng questions that are easily answered 
usrng tanuuar methodoloqres Secondly tney aI111 to encourage innovatrons 111 research 
methods ny 111clud111g 111terdrsc1pl1n;111 methods ;rnd novel ways of apply,ng con .entionai 
social psyr:l10lor11<,al methods 
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1 he book has four substantive sections I he first · Fundamental issues 111 social 
psycholm11cc1I research". contains chapters on methodological assurnptrons of methods 
In general use. ethrcal rssues In socral psvcholoqical research and a chapter on 
developing a program of research It rs in this sectron that the North Amerrcan focus of 
the handbook becomes apparent The authors of the revrew of methodological 
assumptrons In contemporary social psychology admit that ·1dent1fy111g who social 
psychologists are rs tricky but nevertheless select 'researchers belonging to 
professional societies such as the Society for Experimental Social Pscyhologrsts the 
Society for Personality and Social Psychology the Society for the Psychological Study 
of Social Issues. and Division 8 of the American Psychological Association (p20) as a 
datum for the state of the field Whtie they are aware that these individuals are mostly 
located In North American psychology departments· (p20) they do not acknowledge the 
thnv inq social psychology academy in Europe, Australra. South Africa or anywhere else 
Nevertheless. as a review of North American social psychology rt rs msiqhttui The 
chapter on ethics similarly focuses on the North American (and particularly the US) 
context and discusses the selection of methods and data In the context of US 
governmental regulations and APA guidelines with particular reference to the role of 
deceptron 111 social psychological research The chapter on developinq a proqr amrne of 
research rs written with the difficulties of achrevrnq tenure in the North American college 
system 111 mind Again. while these chapters address issues that are urnversally 
relevant. they do so with a local focus that may be somewhat alienatrnq for non-North 
American readers 

The second section. Design and analysis· can really be considered the heart of this 
handbook While the choice of material rs somewhat constra rned by the North American 
focus of the book. these chapters offer an excellent review of some key issues 111 social 
psychological research design A subsection of three chapters focus 011 achrevrng 
designs that are sensmve to heterogeneity of populations. particularly with reference to 
potential mdivrdual differences and culture A subsection of four chaptP.rs cover 
operabonakzmq constructs. 111clud111g the construction and evaluation of quantrtatrve 
measures. the use of qualitative data. an msrqhtful chapter on the use and usefulness of 
implicit measures and a thought provoking chapter on mediated and moderated effects 
Pleasingly many contributions to this handbook are not simply cookbooks' that explain 
how to reliably replicate a method but adhere to the editor's pnnciple that contributors 
articulate the influence of underlying philosoprue s on method and therefore on the 
potentral results The frnal subsection titled Research designs Decrdrnq the specitic 
approach contains four chapters that cover specrfrc research designs. namely 
experimental methods. quasi-experirnental and correlatronal desrgns. wrthrn subjects 
and longitudinal experiments and .. quantitative research synthesis (1 e meta analysis) 
and one that drscusses "measuring individuals rn a socral environment While nor 1r; of 
the methods presented are mnovative or new they are discussed 111 a way that makes 
them accessrble to unfarnilrar readers and present recent advances that will be usP!ul to 
seasoned researchers 

The content of the remainder of the handbook rs less clearly related to tlv· r:ore arms of 
the editors Part IV rs titled emerging mterdisciplmarv approaches hut r.ontams onlv 
three chapters covering social psychological research on the 111tc·r rH·t socr;il 
neuroscience and a developmental approach to social psvcnotoqical r(·Sr"c1rr h While 
each chapter rs well written mtoresuno and important this seems to h,~ a r ;itl1r•1 tlrn 1 11<;( 
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of mtordrscrplu.arv approaches 111 social psychology Indeed tl1e r:hapter 011 II1ter1·,d 
research Is not 111terd1scipl111ary at all b.it rather a 111sdul I qu1del111e for an erne'gHv: 
context for data collection 

Part V Is titled The application of social psychology and its methods to other dornarns 
and provides qutdelines for and encourages the apphcanon of social psycnology 111 th­ 
domarns of program evaluation and action research he alth behaviour rese arct: rrucr o 
organizational behaviour and educational settings Once again this seems to be a th111 
11st of domains 111 which social psychology has appircabrhty The chapters are weli 
wntten and very useful, but hardly seem to scratch the surface of the section headrng 

So, the question rernains does this handbook address the editors stated aims? Their 
first aim Is to provide a library of mainstream and novel methods to challenge tlu­ 
orthodoxy that conventions of method may hold over social psychological research arid 
practice While the goal Is adnurable the scope of these chapters falls short cf 
addressing It The most substantial part of the volume I section II I addresses methods 
that are generally tarnihar to most North Arnencan social psvcholoqrsts althouqt: recerit 
advances 1r1 these orthodox methods are covered admirably Chapters 111 other secuons 
of the book seem to be mcluded on a somewhat ad-hoc basis and do not address tre 
edrtors primary ~JOcII 111 any systematic way The most notable gap 111 covera9,, rs thdt 
quahtauve methods receive only cursory attention Isee chapter 81 Only 1r1te1pret1v,· 
(almost posu.vist I approaches to qualrtatrve data analysis are discussed arid mere 
avant-garde approaches such as discourse and conversation analysis are entre-l , 
absent As a result many methods common 111 social psychology 111 the re,,t r)f tt1e .-:vI11 
(1 e Europe Australia. South Africa etc I are overlooked As a couectron of methods 
then. this vol1111H, rs firmly located 111 the North American social psychological 1111l1eu and 
Is unasharnedly mw.u d lookrnq While tl1e chapters wrll be very useful to 11011 Nortt, 
Americans usI1HJ posmvist methods. they offer little help for North Americans trying to 
follow advances 111 sacral psycholoqy 111 the rest of the world 

The editors aI111 of encouragI11g desiqn coherence a11d the ,,, acu..e if sele ·t,.,,J 
mothods to match research problems r zither than vice versa has similarly 011ly L e-,---1 
partly addressed While provrdmq a library of methods certainly may extend the range u! 
methods ;iv<1ilcil,lr; to a 1(,searcl1t,r ttif'.re Is lrttle meta crscussron of the process ,,f 
seek111q out 11H,tli,1doloqy that tits ;1 n.ntu.ul.u 1esearct1 problem It ,s ldt to the recidv1 
to dete1111111e tt11, typ,!s of 1,'ShlrI t, protilem that can be addressed tJy thl- 'Jd',cc,. 

11wtl1ocb p1t,s(;11t( ·d a11d a,, ii rPsult a ,,,searcher looking to match a su,tabie 111etrio,J t:1 
;i pressI11q lt:St·;ir,:ll prohlcm wo11ld rw,:rl to read the ,,11tIre volume 111 order to 1k·tL·rI11111t· 
wt11r:li ot tl1,: 111,-!11()r!S 1f ;my 111.iy tltt rt:leva11t A d1scuss1011 of 111ett1 ,,j s,.,,., t li 

flowiJ1cirt for111<1t .-JrJ11lrl have lie,,11 ;1 11s,:ful step 111 zichrev111g thrs aI111 

l lH: erl1tors tl111d <jDdl rs tel e11r:c,111ci[Jt, 11111ov-itI1J11s 111 111tttl101J tr1 1111 111,1111,~ 
1111l,1d1sc1pl111<11y r11c,til1,r.Js a11rJ 1111H1v;itIv\: c1ppl11.atIrrns of r;cJ11ve11t1rn1al 11'dl11.1d" A,J,111' 
tt1e t1amJbook t1c1,-, 1111xed s11r,cess 111 fulf1ll111g these goals Many of tt1e ciiaptc:rs iirest-r1'. 
cuttI11g edge I111invc1tI011s 111 Irnporta11t 111ettmrJs 111 soc1dl psyr:lwlogy ,11HJ ti1crd, >ll' 
e11c:cn11aq,, 1,·s,·;1·, 11• r'; tr, tdkr0 1Ip I11111Jv:1f:<J11,., 111 t11,- f1t,ld rnr,re 1c1,11dlv Ir: tl,1,; ,, 11s•- ti'.•· 
li:111dtJrn1k ,,, •,11, 1 ,.,,,,1111 flrl'IJf•v,,r th,, '.x1.tIu11 fJf 111tt;rd1,-r,11il11,,ir, 111,,tl,,, l, 
111sutJ<;lc111t1,1i ';1 11, ,vli,1t ,1,1 lw1 -111'1 t,11\, ,JH.rt ,.f ti,,. ,,,j,t,,,,, r]!,,i), 

'1.: 



In conclusion. although the volume falls short of achievinq the editors' ambitious goals 1t 
1s still an excellent library of methods for researchers interested in applying methods in 
vogue 1n North American social psychological circles. It does an excellent Job of 
introducinq key methods and presenting recent innovations therein However, non North 
American readers may find the volume parochial 1n style and scope. The handbook falls 
far short of providinq a library of conventional and innovative methods in social 
psychology worldwide. While it is an important resource, and may be influential 1n 
shaping social psychological research practice in years to come, one hopes that 
researchers will look a little further for innovation in methodology 
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