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It rs always 111ce m these classless times. to use an allusion to Marx to get us going' 
Surprisingly rt rs not the spectre of communism that rt rs haunting our tune but the 
spectre of racism This seems true whether one rs talk111g about the developed wor'd '-' 
crvihsed Eur or. e or the new democracy of post-apartheid South Africa f~ac,sri, 
presents itself as a problem to be explained by social and psychological theory as .vc·'i 
as an urgent pohncal issue to be tackled by both governments and o.dmarv crtrzer';, 
Sadly. racism structures too much of our social worlds and infects the inner recesses of 
our psyches Arid the ubrqurtv of racism finds expression .n Simon Clarke s , 2083 
rather bleak c.onr.lusron that we are all inherently racist and that only sustained cl'IJ 
entreat self re/lee non ca11 move us on from this posrtron · (f, 1701 

This rs a somewhat unusual stance for a socroioqist to take and he adrruts as m,:ch 
when he says th;1t 111a11y of hrs colleagues will probably "scream broloqical reducnomsrr 
111 relation to tl11;, rernark I dont think rt rs brologrcal rertucuomsm that rs at stake and 
given the (Jf'IH'r ;ii psvchoanalyuc trajectory of hrs argument throughout this book rt 
seems morr- d , ;is,' of psychological reducuomsrn Either way I would want to argue, 
that rt rs ,,,, 1,i/ Id,, that rs rkeply c:rnbedded 111 the r a erst pr actices that are part "f oi.: 
sor:ro rustor«: 1;,l.itlllllS tlw mstrtunons of the econornv and the ever voav 1nact1ct·s l)f 
sor:1;il 1t'JHr,d11r !·r,1, l lu srr1111IP po1r1t that I wri1ild want to st.u t fiuni ;s ti1;1t ..,,,, 1..\, 
prt~I t•(if-•<) 1:~, I' ,111JU!dlLll', dlld tJ1•!l(:t• It I'.;, hri'N l;()r 1;11 jif,:. ;1r1d snr ldl lll~t1!tJ!'1;f1'-. fr,f1l1 1_;<..:, 

;1s r ci, ·.1:;t ti, ·1r11 J' ti 1,1! r1, ·, :1 l'.~ 1, > tit· t·xf ;I. 11r1, :, l 

111 sorm· w;iy·. ti:i, ;;, how Clarh· sta1ts h1,, book 1 hPIP are two u·r,tr;il tli,·111,0s 111 t11,s 
t.ook whr.h I VJ,rnt tr, ,·xplor,, ;11Hl 111ap 1H1t for tile r,,arlt·r f11st tlH· ,,-,dt1rHht1•J' t,,-!,·,er---< 
sour1io111r:;il lhr,·111ht ;111d psychua11alyt1c theo1y and st·r:011rl trow we· 111.1y ,rs,· 1ikst- 
1dh1s to qc1111 .i I,, :tkr 1111dersta11rl1nq rif r;1, .1s111 anrl dl1r11r hatr,-d , I, 1 , 1 I 1, · ur,c-11,:,,; 
dr;ipt,·r•; t;i~,- ,, , tl1rr,11ql1 tt1,• rn;.111y ·ld1at,-s at,011t 1l1t· d1ffr-rir1r1 11n,J,-1 t,Jfl,l11'.l , f ,l 
r.ornplc·x of t,·r111:, 1;irc rau:,111 t.'tlH11uty r 11ltrn,• ;i11<l d1ffi•11·111 ,. r 1,tre•· , ,,,,, 11, t,-­ 
d1apkr l I N, .. ,-, r.whr111s1 fr Jr ()1:1 ; ,·,1tl: ·,·,tut IH· r ,ills hi•; prd,·11,-tl ,f,.fi111t11,r,, f :.1r1sn: 
followrnq .Jo, ·I f', ,v,-,1 who de'>c11t1c;c; 1 c1r_1s111 as th,· rnalt11·;it111""t , ,f 1,,., 'I ,I,- t ,,-, .his,' 
tlit;ir ott1,;r111";', p ','IJ Mo11· 11"'' rsdy 1 :1,ir~,- 1;'IJ1Jl 411 w11tt-", I 11.1,, •h-f,,,,-'1, 1 r ,!1 



as both the pl,ys1cal and psyc/10/or111,a/ 111;iltreatlllent of people bocau-«: of tlH0Ir 
otherness and ninteo at certain psychological mecharusrns such as conuninnen! and 
/HOJ8Ct1on which may give us a better understanding of racism and exclusion 

Race rs most often a marker for physical differences among people people of 
different colour for instance · and rt rs the otherness and fear of these differences that 
are contained" In projections that make up racist exclusion and ethnic hntred /\s 
Adams ( 1996 12) rather pertinently notes rt rs cultural categories not natural 
categories like color - ethnic. not racial categories - that provide abundant evidence of 
significant psychical differences Countenntuitively it rs the low informational value of a 
category like color that enables racists to endow rt with such high projective value /\11 
mvesuqation of the history of these racial encounters· where difference rs (was11urkJE?d 
negatively as inferior and worthy of our hatred and resentment. would seem to be the 
turning point where the potentially neutral psychologrcal acknowledqernent of 
difference becomes (became) assocrated with a pohncal project of domination Clarke 111 
part deals with this In hrs mterestrnq discusston of racism and rnodernitv I cnapter 4 I 
Relying on Zygmunt Baumans I 1989) seminal text on the Jewish holocaust. Modernity 
and the holocaust. Clarke unpl.cates the persistence and soplustrcation of rar.ist 
practices In our time as 111tegrally a modern project As both Bauman and Clarke point 
out this Is not to say that modernity causes" racism. but rather that modernity "was a 
necessary condition in that rt provided the ednunistreuve ancf tectmolooicnl tools anr/ iho 
ethos of scientific progress" (Clarke 2003 47 - emphases added) For example the 
long duration and success of apartheid racism would have been unirnaqinable without 
the adrnmistrative technological and ideoloqical advances of modernity 

However as evocative as Haumans ideas are. and especially Clarke s 1111rv1rt,rnt 
discussion of Haumans notion of tile stranger (neither friend nor foe) :is a useful 
metaphor for thmkmq about racism. I would have welcomed a more detailer! d1scuss1on 
of the socin! /ustory of racism and modernity Modernity Is not a nP11trc1I concept and I 
arn not suggesting that Clarke thinks It Is. but there rs very l1ttlE? d1scuss1on :ibout 
coloniahsrn and the pout.cal history of European econorrnc exploitation a11d 
expansionrsrn Given the rather brutal histones of colonial drspossossron and tile 
consequent racist oppression modernrty strikes me as a rather c1nr1rlyn,, trrr n fnr 111,, 
cap.tatrst exploitation that was Europe s crvi'isnq · and economic rrnss1or1I 111 ,,l\nrt til,, 
rustorv of social relations contributory to racism Is much longer than can hr· :1dc:r111ately 
captured by a discussion of modernity 

The history of racism seems central In hnkmq social theoretical accounts of racism with 
psychological and psychoanalytic accounts The way I understand the persistence and 
maintenance of racist practices Is through explainmq how our psvcholoqrcal arid 
emotional life so easily· bccomos attached to (pre-exIstIng) negat1vP social l' irJrJr:rm·11tc; 
of '.)therness and difference The orcJ1nary developmental posItIon frrHn psyr:h";H1:1lys1•, 
Is that children 1frorn infancy) l1c1ve both pos1t1ve and negatIvP. experIpw:es t11 , np,, :lll<I 
t,enr::e c1ass1fy thes•s as good and bad In the Kleiman irl1r1111 tli;it CLHk,, 
emphasises In l11s ps·1choanalyt1c d1scuss1un of rar:Isrn we ar P t;ilk.1nq :11 "lilt 'I',, "I 
breast and had breast experIenc:es or 1nternalisat1ons c1nd Introv·ct1on•; 111P r:l11lrl ,, 
r1nfant sI 1nternr1I world Is constituted hy good InurturIng1 and br1d 1attc1r:k1m1I 111te111dl 
ohiect relations Depending on wh1c:h Kle1rnan theorist one follows t111s 1.111, ,)w;r 1111Ic; 
sp/1tt1nr7 Is hoth tor rather s1multaneously1 a response to the cilild s 111tPr11;1I ,llld r,xt,,1rul 
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world And one of the unconscious psychological mechanisms of deal1nr1 :;1th ljacJ 
mtemal objects 1s through pro;ec/1011 and ptotecttvc 1dent1f1cnl1011 Clarke g1·1es a 1e1 y 
thorouqh albeit quite complex. account of the processes of. and d1ffere11ces betweer, 
projection and projective identification (chapter 9) and opts for the concept of pt oiecu, ,_, 
ideniiiicetion as the preferred analytic tool to tool to take us further 111 understanding the 
unconscious dunensions of racism On these two complex and important psvchoanarytrc 
terms Clarke (2003146-14 7) distmqurshes their sense as follows Whereas projection 
1s a relatively straiqhttorwaro process 111 which we attribute our own affective states to 
others, for example we may feel depressed and view our colleagues 1n the workplace as 
being miserable or blame others for our mistakes Projective identrtrcation involves a 
deep split. a mJdrng of unpalatable parts of the self 111/0 rather than onto. someone else 
Projection per se may not be damaging as the recipient of paranoid thoughts may be 
blissfully unaware as such Projective identitrcatron however. involves forcing of S.JCI, 
feelings into the recipient and 1s therefore mteractional and cornmurucauve 

This rs well and good and thus far tells us about 'normal rntr apsvcruc and 
psychological development What needs far more explanation rs the shift from 
projectrnq. or even projectively 1dent1fy1ng my bad bits. not tnic: my lrttle brother or 
mother for that matter. but instead onto and mto the d1r1y Jewish boy next door or the 
smelly black girl down the street. or those noisy Indians (coohes) who live on the comer 
This seems to be the challenge for social theory. and that is. how do we link what are 
the mecila/1119 mechanisms. the processes of soctulisation that allow· or facilitate the 
'patterrunq (for want of a better word) of our orctment» constituted inner worlds. onto 
and into the !already) neqat,vely pos.troned others of our social worlds? In short. what I 
am suggesting rs that there seemed to be a Jump. a leap between the psychoanalytic 
theories being explamed by Clarke. and hov: precisely they integrate as part of t!1e 
social tueotv of racism 

I suppose this 1s the work that has to be done both theoretically and 111 the ernp1r1,al 
analyses of r ac1s111 and r acist practices by all of us concerned to umJc:r m.r». tht: 
ubiqurty of rausrn Ill our socretv I would of course differ wrth Clarke that we are ari 
inherently racist alld rather re pnrase this as our soc/ii/ vcut ti! rs 1n/1erP11tly or r11u1e 
accurately lustoru:;il/y r ar.rst 1 his re-pl11as1ng gives more hope to the possrbrlucs of 
chanqrnq tlw str uc:t111111r1 of 0111 social worlds 111 less racist ways Simon Clarke s 
1nterest1ng a11rJ r ·ll'Fl911HJ book at least qives us enough to work with 111 plott1r1g trie 
importance uf psyclm.iniil'{trc rch,cis Ill i.ndcrstandmq tlw pers,stL:rir:e a,,,i 
destrucnvene.s-. · ,f 1 ;F:1srn 
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