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Abstract. 
In this etiicle I argue. through a series of reflections on netionelistu, global1zat1on 
liberalism and the sociel sciences. that racism. especielty a reilexivc form of racism that 
1s theoretically transposed onto the cultural Others · resistance or indifference to liberal 
political imaginaries. provides icieoloqicel support for the often severely conipromisect 
universals of netiouetism ancf glo/Ja/izatwn The invetted logic of reflexive racism affects 
not only the political tnutitions of Moclcr111ty ancl the contemporary cttscourses of S011//1 
Afncan netton bwlci111g it also severely lutut« the entice! ability of the social sciences to 
engage witb its own endorsement of the normative we of liberal cflscourse Relat1nc7 
tills to itiscurstve social psychology I argue for a more explicit engaqemcnt wttl: notions 
0f the p0/1/1caf 

Racism so Etienne Balibar ( 1994) ren11r1ds us Is not simply a parnculanstrc remainder 
seeking to impose its drfferential exclusionary logic on. but always rernauunq at odds 
with the more mclusive gestures of High Modernity s pohtical traditions - of which the 
conception of a universal, liberal citizenship embodied 1n the structures and mstitutrons 
of the national state (the era roughly from 1789 to 1989) 1s perhaps the paradrqrnatic 
example In fact Balibar postulates an mtimate even necessary link between racism 
and umversausrn - rntrrnate enough for him to discuss racism as umversausn- 

l//t1at rJoes this mean? Rather than being a primordial leftover that <tuhhornlv rp';Ish th•· 
pull of modernity which was for at least two centuries 1dent1f1erj with both c;tatr' SPPl<,riq 

and state-sanctioned nationahsrns racrsm Is as nioiict n as /11" 11a/11J11 stn/r> 1/-;l'i/ 
Modern that 1s not only in thr; nominal sense of berng rooterl 111 runeteenth r e11t111 y 
developments in Iinqurstrcs anthropology and biology but 111 the stratnw; sP11sr, nt 
being articulated 1n rdeoloqrcal cornphcity with modernity racism came to luncuon as the 
necessary supplement through which uruversalistrc projects c1nrJ nat1011c1l1sr11 
specifically could defuse the mternal contradictions that threatem,rf / ;ind r:ont11111Ps t(I 
threaten I its promises of functtomnq as all-encompassing secular r:;111opIes Hr,re nf 
course I am referring to contradictions like structural economic 111eq1ral1t1r,s 1ofte11 
rnobthzed as a materialist politics of class, as well as linquistic cultural and other forms 
of intra national d1vers1ty I rnobli1zed as a symbol,r: pol1t1cs of 1clent1ty or reoJr/111/111111 



Balibar s ( 19941 le s son then Is that whether 011e talks about a cr.u: 11at1ond!1srn , wliercc 
the public relationship between crtizens Is seen as abstract ano based 011 111d1v1dua 
rights. national 1de11t1ty rs rooted 111 modem political values or mstituuons and the Othe, 
through a process of cultural pnvatrzauor Is basically swallowed J or ettituc 11at1onai1srn 
(where the public relationship between mdrviduals Is seen as organic and based 011 
communal ties national identrty is rooted In cultural rather than poutical traditron arm 
the Other Is ideally expelled), racism emerges In relation to natronansrn there where the 
nation-state seeks to safeguard the universality of its own self-defrrution and pohtrcal 
boundaries - or stated differently there where 1t guards the breakdown of its l11stcr1cal 
(in the case of ethnic nationalism J or constitutronat I In the case of civ:c nat1or1ai,sr:: 
contmuitv and transparency Racism therefore does not depr rve natronahsrn cf ts 
uruversal character On the contrary 11 provides 11 with 1cfeolog1ca/ supp0!1 - support tr.at 
Is generally publicly denied and trus exists primarily in the underhandea 1hE:toricc1' 
gestures of official pohtical discourse Racism then properly speaking serves as a 
symptomatic ex,:css of nationalism while revealing its inherent shoricorrnngs In 111,· 

words of Ralrbar i 1994 · 195 hunself Racism rs not simply one possible express.or c1 

the partrculansuc element of natronausrn but rather [ ] 1t Is ~ among other things - a 
symptom of the contradiction between parucutansm and uruversahsrn which pnmordratv 
affects nauonal.sm a symptom of the double-bind to which any claim of ioenut, as 
neuonat identrtv both indivrdua] and collective. Is unavoidably subject Therefore '. 
acquires relevar ce on bott: sides of the contradiction ·· 

Natroriahsrn of course rs not the only way pohtical communities have been irnaqmec as 
universal Cosmopolitan liberals and Marxists for example have long been deepl, 
susprcious of n.iuonahst ttunkinq Nauonalrsm however entrenched its heqemony r-iver 
the polrtir.al 1I11.iq111;itIon for more than two centunes and even tncse c,ppus,r 
rdeoloqies rwrwr c1lly sur 1e11de1ed the11 more expansive utopias to us logic V/liat :s 
more. nauonahsm almost completely colonized our commonsense understandings , ,r 
ourselves. others ,rnd the world. making rt almost impossible to thmk of the lat'.cr as 
anything but d ivcnlt! of nations - both In the sense of states and of nat1,,n,1' 
char acterrstrcs , ultures and 1dent1t1es I B1II,~l 1995) 

At a t1nw wl1t>n ,1, ., ord111g to m,rny social theorists the global arnb1t1011s Jf Cd[11L1I ildv, · 
begun to erodt: tlrt, t1ad1t1onal stronghold of nat1011-states over econorrnc relations tc;rn1s 
of social 111< lu~,11 >11/exclus1011 and the formal sponsoring of pol1t1cal 1dent1t1es r acIsr11 
arriuahly co11tII111, 1'., to play a rol,s that rs 1deolog1cally srrnrlar to that desc:r ,ticr1 c1t1uv,· 
l3alihar 11 '.1'.141 ,1r:k11owled[Jt'S tl11s whu1 he augments his 111s"Jl1t r :1cisr11 ,, , 
unrvtcrsali'.,111 1-.,111 tlie 111s1ght tliat ra, ism today ,~ u111versal Not 011ly :s ,t "·,ery1·,I,eI,­ 
or globali;, ·d rt I Hice cHJaI11 seeks to I11aIntaI11 the un1versal1ty of tile 1;111 ,,•rsai ,. tI1<. · 
global) at tl1c-· ,,·ry rnrJ1111•I,t tl1at 'Jlobal econorrnc and pol1t1cal ,;xpc1flsI,ll1 r,·q 1I',·s 
(?XdLPrbdh") il/1,J < ft:al(:<..:, rlt"W f!Hlll½ ()f lf1t~r~ual1ty CHV_i t:XcltiSIOf1 l tit· '"'t1.Jrj~, Zif r,1,- l'.:,rl1 :'' 

relat11H1 t,, th,· pr,st r1at1or1:il 111, 1pIas I rk,top1,1s71 of 11e1, ld1t ·r ;il1c,111 ,111, I !llll f, l 
f1111<L1111.-·11t.l11•,rr: •,:,II dWdlls d tlir,rrll., Jh Sil• 1c1I psyr l"Jl<,/JI di c<J11friJ11L1t1; ,:, 

tt(1\/Yt-~vt·1 tr1,· , r J~,1<1r1 1if r1;1t1on;-1\1srn lJn1Jt:r corid1t1(Jrl' nf '.]lt)t);1l1/,l1 

OV('I t",tlllldt•·•I it il,ast ll<Jt 1,11 ,_l .,,,, 1dl PS',,_l1illr,ri11 ell l,·'Jel ,.;,-,, fo1ll,-J 
flnpk111s ,'lli1I i It ,;till pr,111;-irrlv 11, 11,lat1r111 t11 tl1,, r1;it11,11;1I II11;1q111,1t",I 

((1,ll ,_.,..., [I _I' 



of the new South Africa appropriately packaged in sanitized multi racial formats 
generally reach us through tetevision commetciels? It 1s 1n bank and beer commercials 
that we are offered pre-packaged forms of what 1n means to be a modern South African 
and that we are seduced to identify and consume. as South Africans to drink Castle 
Lager even when we are in New York - and the tact that South African Rreweries is 
now only nominally a South African company just accentuates the nature of neo-Iibet al 
cons11mer-nat1onalism The global order has not (yet) left nation-states behind but has 
managed to incorporate the nationalist imagination into its own ideolcqical agendas 
South African Breweries provides another good example the recent television 
commercial in which a cross-section of South Africans jorn in a seerrnngly one sided 
tug-of-war. managing to pull such global landmarks as the Statue of Liberty and the 
Sydney opera house into Cape Town harbour 

V'/hether we are thinkmq about nationahsm qlobalizatron or their r:rimplex 
interrelationships racism as universalism emerges not only 1n the form 0f a particular 
that is berng passed off as universal - such as the proverbial his that reveals thr· 
masculine bias of an apparently unrversal history Balibars ( 1994) lesson is that the 
complrcity between racism and universalism !1n both nationalist and more recent 
globalrsr forms) goes much deeper as was outlrned above In this paper I will discuss 
the unphcauons of these rnsrght for the social psychological study of racism especially 
that form of the discipline informed by discourse analysis and which sets out to study 
racism where rt rs disavowed. revealrng rtself in the already mentroned 1111rlerha11cled 
gestures of apparently good natured talk 

Rut before addressing discourse analysis or discursive social psychology I will further 
set the scene by discussing rar:rsm rn relation to the state. the social sciences and 
contemporary South Africa 

STATES OF RACISM. 
Alongside the direct tradiuonal and h1rirarch1cal torrn of racism we all know arirl that 
has servrced nation-states 111 their justtfication of internal inequahnes and r.olorual 
projects for more than two centuries one can also identify a form of racism that rs more 
closely linked to seemingly ann-racist /1/)eral conceptions of the state and r:rt111•11sh1p 
This 1s a more sophisticated form of racism and we can refer to it as a scu,11r/ ()frlr.·r 
racism or reflexive racism 

Reflexrve racrsm rs not marntarned through b.oloqrcal or cultural theorres of rJ1ffere11t 
races seekrng to impose rigid boundaries between populations Rather rt 1s rna1nta111ed 
through theories of racism - more speciticallv through theories that 1rfont1fy racism 
reflexively. in the Others desire to maintain (cultural/ boundaries and so underrnrnP the 
sanction of various universals national rdentitv human rrghts economic rh,veloprne11t 
In other words this racism is projected as a moral judqment of sorts. onto the Other's 
unwillingness to yreld to the universal boundary of an inclusive 'us - whPtlHcr this us 
rs the abstract individualized citizenship afforded by the liberal state or the ,!qu;1lly 
abstract mdivrdualized lrfe style choices prorrused by a global markot 1 h, · r ltlff,r ,, 
msistence on the primacy of sub-national identifications forms of Irle and v:ilLJl'S cre;itl,s 
an obstacle to both liberal conceptions of the state and its t1111v1?rsal1zPr1 11;1t1n11;il 1dp11!1!y 
I the ongoing debate about the Muslim headpiece in t rr'nch schools rs a qorid cxc1111pl" 1 
and the neo-hberal desrre for the global free flow of Capital note not thr· fr,·r· flow r,I 



people. 111 this. aqarn national paraphernalia like passports a11d border posts still ,,e1 fr 
a purpose 

The Slovenian psychoanalytic theorist Slavoj Zizek 1 <' g Ei99 2000 1 has mvoked tl,f­ 
phonornenon of reflexive racrsrn 111 an 011901119 c1It1que of post-mrxf -rn poi1t1,."s 
muluculturahsm c111d the l11111tat1011s of political hberahsn 111 the quote below v1l11cll 
provides a good descr rptron of thrs phenomenon he reflects on thE: liberal \/Jes: s 
perception of a110 tascmation with the Balkan wars of the early 1890s Reflexive racism 
here. reveals itself 111 'the rnuttrculturahst perception of the Balkans as tile terrau- cf 
ethnic horrors and intolerance. of prrmitrve irrational warrrng passions. to be opposed to 
the post-nation state liberal-democratic process of solvrng problems through rational 
negotiation cornprormse and mutual respect Here racism rs as 1t were elevated to the 
second power rt 1s attributed to the Other. while we occupy the convenient position of a 
neutral benevolent observer righteously dismayed at the horrors gorng on down there 
(Zrzek 2000 51 

Reflexrve racism incorporates the diaqnostrc identification and theorizmq of racism nself 
rnto its discursive operations - but then not 111 the expected perhaps more usual lav 
theories 111 which people claim · we are all racist 1t Is 111 our nature er racIs1''. ,s 
expected. because we are culturally so different' rather. reflexive racism asserts //Je) 
are racist!" Incmentallv ?1zek ( 1997 371 sees this reflexive move as charactenstrc of 
contemporary ideoloqy more generally ideology 1s always self-referential that Is ;, 
always defines itself through a distance towards a11 Other drsnussed and denouncea as 
ideoloqica! Rut why would we call the Other racist. and when Is this itself a rac,sr 
strategy? For /1Lek. this has all to do wrth the posIt1011 from where these claims of 
racism are made or stated drfferently the political unaqrnary that mspires rt the non­ 
postticn of l1berai uruver sahsrn The Other not only by msistmq to assen its ditterence 
but by being 111(/lffcrent to the super-ordinate boundaries defrnrng an mclus.ve us or a 
normative we violates the urnversalrty of our' politrcal (and econonuci cornnu.ruty 
Reflexive rar.isn: once aqarn presents us with racism as utuversetism 

Itiat reflexive r,1, ism serv:c:es specifically /J/Jeral conceptions of the nat1011 state ano ot 
the global order shrnilcJ not be surp11sIng Tlu ouqhout VJestern history statespor-sc.e: 
1d,,11tItIes uf tli,· 11dt1rn1<1I etlirrn:ally r1t,utraI liberal krnd were as su. h ,111c1:11n,·.1 t''. 
rntellectual ,mil pol1t1r:al elites 1A11derson 19831 embodied by 11atrcr1al cult1,res 
standardized l;i1111u,HJes literary tr ad1tror1s and centralized schoolrng systems and tne11 
rrnfHlSPd t111,11J1Jl1 proc,;sses ,it syr11tJolic ,rnrl physwal v1ole11ce on I11,;1u1st1cal1y c111:J 
1;i1lt111 .illy div• ,r ,,, · f11Jpul.it11111s I Vtell c;t;it"s today sd,11 as tl1e ar cl11k1.ts of l1l:tc1 ,11 .l'' 1 

de111cH ldtI1 v<1l11•·, w,ar,.· tln1•, 1111,FJllied 111 ways tl1dt 1equ11tcrJ e,.actly 11: tlk 11c1111,· 
111od<'r111ty .111<1 prr,,pr,ss tl1e fu1u'd re11mv,1I of rJJ11tra-r1at1u11,1I elernents :lam1,1,q,-~ 
trad1tHHlSJ fr(1t11 l11,_· p()l1ty f ld!lCC s,_~rvr:-s .:1~ d C-JO(J1j exarnplt· v,dlt.:'lt..: 1t·SS thdP 1·~\ 
tl1t; pupuldt1ur1, r111ld s1w,1k f r,:rH h 1bas1cally a f1ar1sIa11 d1;1lt;ct1 aflt.>r tt1c, F~c·, ";,· r1 
and pruhahly , .. ,..,1 f,,w~,r 1de11t1f1t:d with f r,rnce as a geopril1trcal u111t tli,0 it'St '1111ft" 
s1111ply. l1<1d t(I I><· /, "' ·,·,I tu du so. ofte11 :1~1a111st therr more 1111111ed1ah: cr1nrrnt111, ·nh ,, , 
ll;(Jlfllldi cJ1;ii,0, h ,llld 1/Jll/r;rllS ] IJ•' l171pr,1t,lflt pewit of C(JlJIS(' IS tlld! r..tcit,. Spr,ll', r·: 
r1at1onal c:ult111,,s .i11d 1d,:11t1t1es wt-:re rievt·r dS ,11, lus1ve and 11e1,tral ,h 11 •·11 kkr 1,,, 
11119111 have w1st;,,cJ tu believe they 111ev1table car rIr·rJ w1th111 tlH·11 L111Iv,,. ~al q11Is, ·s 11,.­ 
rc1rt1cuLH 1111t:1"r..tc. uf for ex,u11r,k: t,clrJ1.dh:d ,,l1t,,·s url·,m dw•·ll,-1.., 1 •·.1>•·· • "'· 
sta11d:11d l:m1111.1,1e .111rj 171dl 



The legacy of liberal nationalism severely impacted on the political alignment of the 
social sciences as well. As Glyn Williams (1999 164) argues, "The modern state rests 
on a particular form of relationship between ethnos and demos. and it is not possible to 
understand the sociological concept of ethnicity without reference to the relationstup 
between the state and its population" Indeed the seemingly objective social scient.tic 
vocabulary of cultures", ethrucities · minorities' and "traditions" only makes sense 
against the framework of the already mentioned normative political universals The 
mainstream social sciences, by virtue of its political modernism and positivist-scientific 
concern with cumulative progress. have generally uncritically reproduced - by pitting 
modernity against tradition. secular against received identities. liberal against 
communitarian values - the disproportionate amount of bias already stacked against 
forms of life designated as 'cultural", ethnic" or 'traditional" More often than not 
modernity" and 'society" served as virtual synonyms for the nation-state and its liberal 
democratic values 1n social scientific accounts. leading to an implicit endorsement of 
processes like mtegrat,on and eccutturotion. processes generally designating a receding 
of minority· languages. cultures and traditions in favour of an apparently neutral civrc 
culture 

This reliance on and furthering of liberalism is not restricted to modernist politics and 
social sciences In the contemporary, postmodern era of corporate-sponsored identities 
a global consumer culture, the IMF and the World Bank, symbolic violence takes the 
form of the seerrnngly apolitical rational and dispassionate logic of the market 
especially 1n weak. so-called developing nations Once again regional languages 
knowledge systems and practices are often expelled (from schools, parliaments the 
media I in favour of more valuable international currencies. usually with the aim of 
Iac.htatmq development' and foreign investment' (Mazrui 1997) Under these 1wu 
liberal conditions however. power resides not w.th autonomous 'nanoneerinq' states 
that despite their limitations still embraced a certain moral-political vision of public life 
but with structural development programs and foreign aid requirements that are often 
utterly rndifterent to the social erosion left 1n their wake 

Unfortunately, much of the post-socialist post-modern preoccupation with lifestyles 
consumer cultures and identities 1n the social sciences have chosen to bypass these 
dynamics. unwittinqly expanding 1n the process despite their critiques of the project of 
modernity the logic of neo-liberalisrn By setting fluidity and play against ccntinuitv ;rnd 
certainty nxatmq on the creation of hybrrd «Ientrtres 1n the cosmopolitan centres of the 
West and portraying identity as something that can be trred on and d1scard,!d at will 
post-modern theory provides exactly the kind of subject required for the new world 
order not or.maritv the cittren regulated by the politics of the nat1011- stat= but tile 
consumer regulated by the sluftmq sands of globally distributed settdefin.uons and 
various self-help regimes As Papadopoulos (2003 83) says 'The self const.tutrve self­ 
dissolving subject of the post-structuralist tradition 1s the neo-liberal subject that 1s 
persistently self-ut1liz1ng self-expanding but never overcoming the ultimate constraints 
of its own location 1n the market· Reflexive racism 1s here not aimed at those violatinq 
the normative universal of the liberal nation-state. but at those threaterunq to obstruct 
the free-flow of Capital In the words of Zizek (1997 37) contemporary postmodern 
racism 1s the symptom of multiculturalist late capitahsm brinqmq to l1qht the inherent 
contradiction of the late liberal-democratic ideological project Liberal tolerance 
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condones the tolklortst Other dep11ved of its substance - like tt1e rrni!t1,,ide Jt et'w 
cuisines 111 a contemporary meqapolis however any real Other rs instantly denour.r.eo 
for rts fundamentalism· since the kernel of Otherness resrdes 111 the reqr.lauor' of '.s 
jontssnnce the real Other Is by def1111t1011 patnarcha! violent never the ()tne, cf 
ethereal wisdom and charrninq customs 

In both modernist and postmodernist conceptions of political l.te and social science 
then. those who resist the undoing of culture. tradition. contmurty and certau.ty that ,,, 
offered them 111 the name of pohtrcal and economic 'development continue to be 
Judged negatively as backward fundamentalist essentialist and racist ldeoloqrcahy as 
I have tried to make clear these kinds of depictions all to often serve to prop ur-; tl1e 
conipt onusec; 11111\ c,tsals of liberal and neo-lrberal unaqmanes 

SOUTH AFRICA, RACISM, AND THE POLITICS OF LANGUAGE. 
While states today certainly still operate as power brokers we are mcreasu qlv mcv.r c 
beyond the era 111 which they were the pnrnary architects of autonomous pcl,t1ca 
cornrnurutres National polincs especially 111 weaker states 1111;iht eJen te sa.o L 
prepare the grou11d or be expected to prepare the ground for global f1nar1c1al and 
polrtrcal interests arid mtervenuons Papadupuulus 1200:.l i'51 explains tlus reduce,J 
neo-lrberal role of the state as follows State and public authonties otfrcrally adopt the 
task of cod1fy111g rationalizinq and regulating exclusion Massive .mpnsonment 
dismantling of social programmes .rnplernentatror- of new surveillance methods 
demolish mg of crvrl hberties are Just some examples of this The power of the state thus 
rncreasmqty stancs 111 a negative relation to the public good retreating as fa, JS 
possible from obhqations like weltare provrsions a11r1 other social services Rat11er tha" 
polrtrcal represe11tc1tIves tt1e C(ll1!,·111por:11/ pol1t1c:1:w ut1e11 fulfils ne task (1'. d f-:-tlit:· 
11ndo111u of polltrr,s 

The weakest nauon states todav are therefore 'Jfte11 reduced to little 1,~1)1c; tt,ar 
appendaqes tlu ouqh whrch tile c1rir111vrnrn1s systems flows and vrolent afterst;ocl\s t 
not only 111ult111,1t1rirHI cap1t,1I but also l)lc)bdl /1'11011,,111 art? relayed sl,,Juld tile· r,~, , .. '. 
newspaper h1·;1dl111e:; at tile tmu- I a111 w: ItI11q tlus Al Uaeda tilrgets SOl:11, i"-,fr 1, ,1 
rrcally uJ111e ,1,, s1i, h :1 SIJJfHIS•-' t<, us? f,<'\Jdrdl'"'ss of whether su. h threats ,ir,, 1c,c1I 
not tlH:y ft:t·rl riff ,111,I 111 d ser1se t·111t1r1dv th,· CJ•'lleral I11st:c1JJIt"y dlld sv~tt:11,:c rc1•1u,,:i 
a110ny11HJt1s vrol,,11," pop1rl;it1011s ,lit' al1-,<1dy s1rtJJ<sr !t·d to due to 11ui lrll,-ra'. ",:,1111111:, 
pUIIClf;S )tH, t·Vl'I f•l•·';()llt threat r1f \f·ll(JIISlll IIWJht IJVP'l tJe S(;(:11 dS cl IJSPf,1I "Jc-,·,:c)CJI, ,I 
pret,,xt for tlrt: t,11tt1er lt,qrt1rrn.'<1t1u11 of 1J111l:1tr•rcil I11terve11tI011 cf de·,elupcCJ , t, 
develop111q '.,Lit, ·s ,ii,HHJ wrth tt11, <Jr ad1,al s11tist1t11t1r1n ()f 11at1()11dI SL·, ,1' ,tv w-tn 1 
rollha1:k of, IvIc l,t11·rt1,,s fur '_J•,ruI11e: rJr:1.1/ ""',lJlIty lt,r'.-1 l,f1e11 racrc1 ,.·e j Jc,,I0Jrc 1: 
ddlect1or1 tra11s1111t-; 'lilt(, i1111(/,m1,•11/d/1s111 ,11 l1m· wIt!1 .vhat I t1c1,e sar,J c11,,1L:t t' ,. 
work111qs of r,•fl,.,r,,, r,i, Ic;111 tl1<> t,·rrrn ,1lrc,1dy pr,,s,·ril 111 tli-, tt,r-l\11•:St", t ,r l .1 ,e;' , 
rJf fH- '.() ld)t•r,111---:.r), ,I 'Jl<llt.'11(.t; ~)1tu:1tt"'.'d Ill tt1t· I j!( 1,l,1t1r)[1 ,Hldl':: '1f Uh· tt .. , J /:,,, ! ,'• 
tt'r:l\1111 di t'Xp,,1\c; llliJ kll<l'.Vit•dq,· t:l1t,,,, (JI' 1\1•1.,!1 ,ll!lf.t, \c, illiJ11<.,tiUI ,l'l ! •, .(' ' 

111a11,11Jt'llle11t st.l't 111forr11at11J11 111,twur,, ,1,1,J ,J,11at1c1sc·s tr;i· c11: 1·, 1 
(I0Vt,I r11n, ·11t,1I 'rpp, ., t !111<,,IIJI f ,l' It,'-, 111111!:H'y ,\'•'di 1()11', i I 'di ,,1,j, ,pu11l11•, 

(~lr1t,;il C,lf1lldl 11,., l1n11111Sl1111q ,,,1,, le! tlH- ,·wit lf,-. --,t,1t,· lt-rr,,r,--,11, "1, ,II• 'I, I', 

,,I,,11'1·11h ,:t tfi,. tr Hlr• t ,r-,· :1,,--,t r :C,I1 '.'J.11 i">l,tr ii I,rn,I•, .1,.,. , ' ii, .. t, 
'1·l i l 



formulated a symbolic politics of nation bu riding and rcconcihation South /\fr Ica 
certainly, rs not one of the weakest states in the developing world - President Mbek1 for 
example has been instrumental In the creation of NEPAD, a multi-state, Southern 
African political bloc aiming to resist the worst of neo-Iiberal global inequalities while still 
seekrng to integrate the region into the global economy Yet. the country and especially 
its poorer communities are not immune to the structural violence of the neo l1bnal 
order and many critics and activists feel the South African government has sacri ficed its 
social democratic ideals for a truncated model of transition that is favorrng only the 
business sector and a growing multiracial elite (Bond 2003) 

In the light of this rt is interesting to reflect. briefly on an important document prepared 
by Z Pallo Jordan. party intellectual and current Minster of Arts and Culture. for the 
ANC's fiftieth national conference 1n 1997 Jordan. in an overview of the struggle for 
democracy and an assessment of the: ANC's first few years in power refers reciretfully 
to a number of distasteful concessions· his party had to make 1n the process of 
negotiatrng for a democratic South Africa lnterestrngly enough. these concessions as 
articulated by Jordan. had nothrng to do with the ANC's rapid shift from a basically 
social democratic if not socialist vrsion of the economy to a full embrace of the glrib;:il 
neo-Iiberal orthodoxy - Thatcherrsm. as many were blunt enough to call rt Rather they 
were mtra-natronal concessions to tniquist«: cultural and ethnic interest groups and 
political demands They went as far as the constitutional backdoor left open for 
negotratrons about an Afrikaner Volkstaat but also included the policy of 
multrlingualrsm - the grantrng of official status to eleven languages. rather than 
embracing English as the ANC intended to do (Alexander & Heugh, 2001) as symbol 
of national unity, civic (as opposed to ethnic) identity and vehicle of modernization and 
economic mobility 

Predictably given the farrly traditronal notions of civrc nationalism and liberal dr:rnocracy 
embraced by the ANC. Jordan saw these concessions as obstructing an 1nclus1ve 
South African nationhood rooted in the universalist lrberatory outlook of 111ndr,rn1ty 
Granting contrnued pohtrcal recognition to culturally ethnrcally ar1rJ l1nqu1st1c,1lly 
informed identities and communities as communities, rather than supportrnq rl1vf~rsrty 111 

the form of mdividual rrghts inevitably diverted accordinq to him. the progrec;s the /\NC 
had already made 111 the 'process of homogenisation· (of the public realm. one woulrl 
imagine) and the d.mmishinq of the importance of particular lanquaqe commurut.os 1111 
favour of a de facto national language. Fnglrsh) No wonder Jordan 1mrned1ately 
equates the aquation for language rrghts which had already started to qaI11 momentu.u 
at the time he was wrrtrng hrs document, with an anti-South African, anti-democratic and 
racist agenda - and that he chooses to address issues around languaqe politics only 111 
terms of ethnicity and then only 111 relation to Afrikaans, 1gnor1ng the relationstup 
between language and class and debates about language rights by speakers of other 
African languages With the exception of the most backward and fanatical racists tile 
Afrikaner petty bourgeois intellectual have forsaken ethno-nationahsm hopinq to 
constitute a multr-racral coahnon of conservatrve forces to oppose the natronal lrberat1r111 
movement In the hustings They can be expected to continue emJaq111q 111 ;1 rnorl1f1rirl 
form of ethnic mobrlrsatron around the Afrikaans language for the rPsor1;111u,s 1t -111 
produce among sections of the Coloured population but most real11e that sur Ii ;1 prilir v 
thrust will or ove unattrnctrve to the major.ty of voters 



That language and Afrrka,rns spccrticallv can be Iand has been: molJ1l1zs,d aroun: 
ethrucitv and 111 the service of exctustonarv practices 111 the way depicted t,y Jurd,111 ,, 
not to be dcmr.d lhe lustory of ethnic and unqursnc enqmeeruiq und,-,1 r.olorual .-rnrl 
apartheid rule makes rt. on some level. fairly easy to understand Jordan s susprcror» 
about a poht«:s n,11t1ed on difference and sub-national claims of .ecoqrutor 011 anottu: 
level howevrr ,Jordan s dep1ct1or1 fails to be adequately susprcrous ot tl1P wa , tr,. 
process of homoqorusauon may engineer often by being sponsored l.y and u ,1ttecJ t,, 
the interests ot 11at1011al and global elites its own exclusions As an example I will s1,1y 
with the quesnon of national language policy for a rnornent E nqlish quite srmpl; 
remains the preserve of a very small. econorrncally empowered rrnnor1ty 111 tlus cuuI11I, 
While the language. given its mcreasmqly global complexion seems not to tavou c1IIy 
particular ottnnc conununitics. 1t nevertheless functions as an almost 111vrs1b:e 
educational and economic barrier for millions (Alexander 2002 I Many indeed and not 
only a multi racial coalition of conservative forces see the ANCs approach to 
language policy and development as endorsing a narrow. class-related sectronahsn: 
sold to the public 111 the uruversalistrc discourse of an all-ernbracing national 1dent,ty ar1c1 
(global) eco110I111c access and moburty 

EnglIsl1 of course rs uniquely situated to foster a neo-liberal version of national 1der,1,1, 
The language r.ompar ed to Afrikaans and other African languages certainly seems 
mclusive and ,1cu,ss1ble to all p artrc.pants 111 a recent study almost una.umoust, 
agreed. for example that dil South Africans speak f nqlish that English Is necessui, fnr 
national uruty and econoI111c empowerment and that 11 rs a uto!Jdl language I Painter & 
Baldwin. 2004 i 1'\t the same tune however. rt is exactly these universal claims for !i>­ 
language that obscure the way 1t 1s still. like all languages 111 powerful posrtrcrs 
material barrier to many It also makes rt almost impossible for many South Africans t:. 
capitalize on their extsttnq hnquistic resources and skills Reflect for a lll0111t,I1t w'~,: 
would have had to lie · brought up to speed as the patroruzrnq liberal adage aroi.n.j 
atturnative act1or1 so often goes rf isixhosa and 1s1Zulu had to be mcorporateo 
alongside Enqlrsh as academic languages at traditionatlv English uruversitres? \'1hrk 
Afrikaans rnay 111dc1c,d b(: well posrtroned for the development uf cult1;r:1! s-,,nb";l,c , t 
d1ffert>r1t1al r;i, IsI11 I 11ql1sl1 on the: t1ther hand 1s equally 11111quely pm,,t,um·cl f,1, tlcc· • 
of retlr1x1vl· rdr.1',"1 I lidVla d1sd1ss,,,j ,,, tl11s ,Ht1r.le 

.Jordan arHI I11.111y ,,ttr"r l1il,·1,1I , ,,r,11ne11tators s1111r.,:y de not ·1u.,st1,,I· t",· ,l!Td'•·: • 
u111vt:1•,c1l1ty ,1:, I 11,·11t1,1l1ty ,,f tl1t· i"1s1t,,,I1 tru111 where 1!1<.1sc •,r., r c1II, J 1;,,,-1 .,11 .. , 
forcr;s ag1tat1w; tc,r l,111rp1;iq., r1ql1ts ar,, cr1t1qu,,d Tht> ,11t1culc1t1rn1 11! , ,,I1\.·rnp,,r,n, 
larFJuage struqql.·s ·.v1tl1 tl,·ii,ites ,11,,,mrl t11r: ecorw111y cJr:mo, r;iry , 1:1.·,,11sl11I, p,:I 1, 
,;ultllft·:_ t:dlJr.;it11ir1,1I r1riht., ,Hid ,t1 It'',',) ti) jf)Li'-) ;j[1(j t·dLH d!l(J/) dlt ~ ,rn;,''( ,1·1t.·1·:1, : 

l11C:1cle11t;1lly ti!,· j•IJ',',llllilty ()f tli,s '.,fJlt ,,j •:Otllltl:I ll'llV('ISdl dlt1,.1,i,1tllHI 1tl1,· pr,·s:-. S .l'I': 

cJlobalrsat1011 :;t:,i(_Jqlr: 1s r,,.iily d lllI:,n,JIner tor tl1,· strtFJ<JI,, t, .r dr: ,1/t,·r•1.1:,, 
glolJal1s;it1rwi ,s 1ls" qood lh!Sllfl f,,1 11,,t p1irsII111q 111 It,•,ptJI''"' tr, ti.,· 1,0,1111111,1 ·,,,, 
l1he1c1I IHl11tll11. ,,t I1,1t10I1 l1111ld111cI ,111d qlrilJ:1l1c;at1ti11 a pdrt1u1l.ir11,t,, i'"l1t1e s ,,f "'11·111· 
1dent1ty I11111nr11y c1ql1ts arr<J tlH, 11kt, .lortlc111 1s fl()t /Jl'lll'J t,J !He •;11sI11, '''" ,,t tt,,_, r 
polrtrr:s l3ut ti,,•, IS 'JfOllli'J frll ,HHJtl1,.•1 111111 and tm t!1te Wllli!IIH!t·I r,j tl,·s ,1•t1, i,, I ,•,,Ii 
reflect 011 r,·flt'Yl'h' I:JcIsrn 111 rclat11J11 tri d1sc111s1ve 1,,1, 1c1I psvch,111,•1-,· 



DOING THINGS WITH THE WORD "RACISM". 
Up to this point I have described the phenomenon of reflexive racism. or the ractsn, of 
the Other, as 11 reinforces but also politically undermines liberal nationalism, neo-liberal 
globalization. South African nation-building and cultural politics, and the social sciences 
In the remainder of this article. I will argue that this broad ideological pattern also 
reinforces and threatens to undermine a particular area of the social sciences. the work 
done by discursive social psychologists on contemporary forms of racism - specifically 
those forms of racist talk that disclaims its own racism employing instead categories 
like culture" ethnicity· and language to maintain division and Justify inequality 
between people 

Discursive social psychology has made some of its most interesting and important 
contributions In the social sciences to the understanding and critique of racism - both 
internationally, as the classic Mapp,ng the language of racism by Wetherell and Potter 
I 1992) testifies, and locally. where the benchmark. according to me. has been set by 
John Dixon and Kevin Durrheim s series of publications about racism and informal 
segregation in post-apartheid South Africa (e g Dixon & Durrheim. 2000. 2003 
Durrheim & Dixon. 2000, 2001) In all these examples discursive social psychology has 
been specifically sensitive to the subterranean existence of racist ideation In discourses 
that present itself on the surface as egalitarian. liberal and anti-racist. Discursive social 
psychology has subsequently expanded quite significantly. not only our theoretical 
grasp of racism in relation to cognition, but also the catalogue of racism-by other­ 
means. An example could be the justification of segregation In a university residence 
not on the grounds of racial difference and hierarchy but speaking different languages 
or listening to different forms of music 

Of course this Is exactly the kind of racism identifieo by Pallo Jordan In relation tri 
contemporary debates about language In South Africa Given my cntique of Jordan s 
position In this article. 1t would be fair to ask whether discursive social psychology can 
sustain its detection of disclaimed racism without itself falling prey to the logic of 
reflexive racism? In other words. can discursive social psychology sustain claims of 
cultural. ettinic and tinquistic forms of racism without being accused of prernisinq tl1f.• 
racism of the Other on its own, compromised universals? 

I will argue here that discursive social psychology is indeed prone to the k111rl of 
urnver satisnc thmkmq that uncritically reproduces the logic discussed m this art1clP as 
reflexive racism I concurrently also argue that trus accusation rests on morr- than mr,rr:· 
concerns about analytic error or uncertainty Indeed its solution could not reside Ir1 ;1 
further obsession with discourse analysis as mettio«}. since method functions as one nf 
the safeguards of the ideological complex under critique here The amount of 
methodological 'now-to-do" discourse analysis texts. and other purely techrucal ;rnd 
procedural debates. already seems to outnumber actual empirical analyses - esper:1allv 
In the United Kingdom One can here only suspect an attempt to live up to the trad1t1or1al 
criteria on which academic legitimacy has always been decided in psychology a 
discipline generally defined through method rather than theory I Danziger 1990) 

Method. In psychology at least. does not stand In a neutral or oppositror-ai relatron tu tilt· 
liberal (or neo-uberalj orientation that feeds preoccupations with the racism of thP Otl1e1 
It is through making method a fetish of sorts that psychology continues to kePp poutics 
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at a distance method stands in. as the location of a neutral abstract gazl" for the 
actual. lustoricallv marked politically situated person dorng research and of course 11 
enables the tustoncal and geopolitical location of the drsciphne itself I the relations uf 
knowledge productiom to be disentangled from the psychological pI oducts a1111ed at a 
global market (relations of knowledge consumpnon) The way method functions as an 
ultimate horizon for the representation of social psychological phenomena 111 fact quite 
ironically mimics the failure more generally of the pohtical In neo-hber al times wnere the 
role of government Is 110 longer one of exphcrt moral political arid represer-tat: .e 
involvement. but of tar.rhtatinq. 111 purely managerial style. the seemingly self-direct, ,e 
natural and 111d1ffer,011t calculations ot market forces and donor aid formulas 

Just how easily disr.ursrve social psychology slips into an uncnucat embrace witt the 
abstract. apparently neutral universals from where the symbolic violence of 1eflex1ve 
racism has always been comnutted (such as nationausrm becomes clear 111 the follow111g 
extract from a recent book by Michael Billig I 1999 I. srqnitrcantly about repression 811119 
argu111g for the socially benefrcia, nature of repression under certain cucurnstances 
treats himself to the converuent example of the white South Atncar 

on an ideological level. psycholoqical repression can be jusntrec and progressive 
moral and socially benetrcial It can be a means of replacing ways of talk111g that belong 
to discnmmatory umes 

The case of South Afnca can serve as aI1 example Dur111g the apartneio era. the 
population of wlutes would use an outward discourse of race 111 order to maintain a 
racist pohtical system just as the Christian Socrahsts did in the V1e1111a of Freud Without 
the outwardly racist ways of talkinq the 111st1tut1011s of apartheid could not r.av-. 
functioned With the collapse of apartheid those of old ways of talking have bern111e 
unacceptable Wl11te speakers cannot be seen to be racist The must not blithely talk or 
inferior' races Just as post-1945 Austrian polrticians needed to f111d a different v,a1 01 

talking about Jews laws can prolubrt the public utterance of racist remarks that 
previouslv were co111111011place I iowever to ensure that the previous way of talking Is 
tipped 111to the ga1ba~1e can of history It Is not suttrcient merely to prolubu certam terms 
of pubhc utterances luterual controls also have to be set 111 place so that the n,ouql11 
as much as tl1e oul\•Jc11 dly spokr-r act heco111es shameful 

/ lie task for 1·;/11/u Su11//i Af11ca11s 111 tile ctctnton of the 1ie1v South Af11ca 1s not rnere!, 
to l<.eep tl1c11 111011t/1s s/111/ iiu! to ensure tlu)! t/1ey .uu! t/Je11 ctuktiei, cf{) ni» ttn». tn,, 
{)IOV/()1/Sly utt-» .si il«: I l\ill1r1 190(1 25'.I 2(i() 1•111r1h:is1,s added I 

Im this lmll1a11t tl1t·rn1st ()f the pt;1vasIve 11dt1110 rand da11cw1sI of lic111dl nat11.c1,1l,,::1 ,. 
l1her al soc1et1es ;i11d sor_:i;il scit!lices I B1ll1q 1 '.1'J() 1 ther,,· Is seerrnI1qIy l1tt!,_, nur ,, 
p1ohle111at1c or 11w:'.,t11111ahl•; abuut t11ese r,ff hand alr11ost banal referuir•:s to tt,,. ,Jc., 

of South Africa wl11t,-, .S1J11th Af111:c111s amJ the ueat1011 of tilt: I1ew .Sn111l1 /,f•1, ,l 1\:,, 
pol1t11:al conf11J11tdt1011 w1tl1 tlw co111plr:x nat1I1e of dernou,1t1c paItIr IpdtIuI1 1 11!1111.11 
111cl11s1rJ11 and t:x1:lus1, ,r1 tiH: 111va11IrirJ tJf tlli' 1Jf:oprlI1t11:cil u11It railed Solltil /,tr,, d -11·, 
t!1e 1dent1ty of SrJutl1 Afr1ca11 1111 relat1,J11 brJtll trJ tlw apartl1e1a f'il~t .11:,I '.' 
1·onkI11pri1ary a1e11ci n+ 1I1tIa nat1r111al rerJr,·ss :inrJ 1ntu11at1on.il pI11·1H 1t'ldt: 'fl'-' !''I , 
dilutHI Nat1011 hu1l,l111q contrary to l31ll1q ·, own d('{1Jc111t 1'.-, p1,.·c,1·11t,,,1 d', • , it 1, 
ptO(jlt'SSIVE' ;llld 1111111IIV l"'llt'flr ldl f',etildi•, ill,c; '-Cl" ·1Jl,j rw,t t.1,, flill1,1 1 



this point clearly it 1s not really intended as advice for South Africans. asking them to 
renounce any sense of critical political participation: it is merely an example and one 
with some validity Who would not agree that white South Africans should banish the 
lexicon of racial pejoratives from their talk? 

And yet was South Africa not historically, at least since the demise of colonial rule 1n 
the 1960 s and 1970 s. the bes! example of (distanced) white racism for liberal Western 
academics and intellectuals? And did it not function in this way precisely because 
racism was thereby, reflexively located elsewhere? Even Jacques Derrida, for whom 
there could be no last words, was quick to refer to apartheid as "racisms last word" 
(Derrida 1985. see also Cilliers. 1998. for an appropriate deconstruction) What. then 
prevents us from saying that the desired repression here is not of racism as such. but of 
the continuity in neo-liberal times between South African apartheid and. in Patrick 
Bonds (2003) words, global apartheid? And along with 11. of course. of the idco.oqical 
support for continued social domination and exclusion marshalled by such apparently 
liberalory discourses as nation buildinq' and reconciliation"? 

It 1s for these reasons. however polemical they may seem, that B1ll1g's remarks require a 
critical response For 1t to be unproblematic it should be clear what J/ 1s that white South 
Africans should shut up about Since discursive social psychology focuses specificatlv 
on instances where racism is not apparent or 1s disclaimed this 1s not such a simple 
matter Are we referring only to explicit racial slurs. or to any critical comment? Are 
requests for a federal government equally shameful as an ethno-nationalist. separatist 
agenda? How do we know when certain, interest-related claims, like struggling for 
language rights. are shameful or not? Do such claims become shameful only when 
white people mention them? How do we decide? Underlying these slightly polemical 
questions is an important one Do Billig and other discursive social psychologists base 
their Judgments on what constitutes racism Ill a given set of speech acts on more solid 
foundations than public critics and politicians? In other words, have they safeguarded 
their diaqnost.cs · from being co-opted by compromised universals and the various 
forms of mequalities they hide from v1ew'1 

This despite methodological scrambles for analytic criteria and procedures 1s 
unfortunately not at all clear I agree with Susan Condor (2000). that acerbic critic of 
mainstream and critical social psychology alike. when she makes the following claims 
about one of the classic studies of racist discourse. the already mentioned text tJy 
Wetherell and Potter ( 1992 196-197 i 1t appears that the mterpretive repertoires 
deployed by their respondents (whether egalitarian or discriminatory) were automatically 
granted the status of racist discourse ( ) In particular when presentrnq their data 
V\/etherell and Potters application of the label racist discourse· to the instances 111 
which a speaker apparently expresses sympathetic or egalitarian sentiments towards 
Maoris often appears to be based solely on their construction of their respondents as 
white (Pakehaj New Zealanders· and heirs to British colonial culture. The implication 1s 
that these peoples talk. however well intentioned. could not but contribute to racist 
social practices 

Once again this does not mean that their labelling of racist discourse was 1vron,1 ,11iri 
that 1t could be made more correct through a tiqhteninq of methodoloqical acumen T 11,, 
shibboleth of methodological procecJure simply exacerbates the u11deily1n~J p1ohle111 
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which. according to me, Is an insufficient confrontation with the politice! as a social 
scienntic and phuosophrcal category 1r1 discursive social psychology This means at the 
very least. that analysts too often shy away from full partrahty thus covering up 1hc, 
empty space of an explicit political unaqmarv I not the obligatory references to ones own 
race. gender ;rnd class pos1tI011 as a .esearcher: witl1 the abstract seemmqlv :1c_:utrcil 
stance of procedure 

The same arqument could be made with reference to one of the drscursrve s0c:1ci 
psychology's founding thcorctrcat princrples the indexrcal and pertorrnatrve nature of 
speech acts. or the msiqht that the meaning of words are not fixed In their referents but 
determined by 1vhat we do with them In a perttculet context Simply stated drscursrve 
social psychologists do not always consistently apply this principle to our 01·. n speecn 
acts. we use words like "racism· as 1f they simply identify or name something that we 
have observed in a text Of course. t111s cannot be the case Just like our parncrpants 
who might have been doing. 011 our reading racist things with words like culture· and 
community· we have been doing something with the word "racism" Doing something 
with racism from presumably abstract. liberal spaces like methodological procedure 
the new South Africa· 'the global market" or an enlightened community of crrt1caI 
psychologists the · wP of this par aqraph - can have paradoxical contra cnt.ca 
effects capturo: very well IJy the notion of reflexive racrsm 

I would thus argue that discu: srve social psychology should respond to Condors 1200[1, 
cnticrsm In a counter mtuurve way not to try and increase the semblance of certauu, 
through further technical safeguards for rts analytic claims. but to fully embrace tlie 
partrauty and pouucal nature of such analyses Tlus does not have to amount to an 
endorsement of methodoloqrcal sloppiness It simply means not using method to cover 
up an underdeveloped or eroded pohtical unaqmatron Drscursive social psychology .na, 
add to a much needed rehabihtatron of pohtics I In psychology but also 111 society more 
broadly) by be111q clearer about what 1t rs that we are doing where 1t Is that we are 
talking from. and what kind of world 1t Is that we are working towards VJh1le this rrnght 
very well be the new South Africa we should at least make clear how this cornrnunu, 
rn our critrcal uuaquunq of rt. drtters not only from the old· South Africa. but from the 
contemporary 11e,, lrhcral co optauon of natronalrsm as well 

Herl' 1t r'., I11t,•1,·'.,t111q as ;i wdy or uJ111_lucJ111ci to look mo«. closl'lf at [;,,,,i,crr,, -111,: 
D1xor1 s Illl0ll1 ,111<1lys1s llf tho upt•r;1t1ur1 ,,t l;iy theorcs of culture 111 ,·.er,,1a, rci, ·~: 
discourse r l1ey lllu have twndrted tru111 the work of [ tienne Hal1t1c1r 1 1 qq 1 , c111,1 
subsequenttv cil• .. 1 <11su1ss r;ic.rsrn 111 1,:la1Ior1 to tl1e notron of 11111,r,1:;,1/1:;rn l 11,s 
LllllVcrsc1lrs111 IHr.wv,·r ,,, l111h,<I tn Hal1tJc1r·s 110tI01' of drff,,rent1al r,wrs111 nu, th,· 
reflexive racis111 I l1;ive tried to devt:lup 111 thrs article people tratt1c 111 c1nrt11c,pu!, ,11 ·" 
unrversals rn1tol1 ,qrc,il accoL111ts of culture with which they seek to 1us11fy segI egat,,,,1 
w1tl1out takrr111 lf·1 11st, t11 !11•· pnl1t,1.c1lly rw,mer.t languaqr0 of !cl< e -1 h,· autl·,ors 11c-r,· 
provrde Cl r or11pl'il111q 1h,111rn1str .it11 ,11 :it uilt111 al or drfferentral r c1I.Is11I ,,11, ,w,n•J ,. ,.,i, ti, 
how partrc:1pa11t', wr;rk up tlH,,,rres ,,1 Sd.:111,nqly 111111111tatilc- cultL11c1: : llrr,·r, :" !1, 
evr;ryday ac, (J1111ts What I f111cJ II1t11qu1111~ tl10uqh rs that on,, rllil/ Irirkt:,1 :111,1 i 

protilc111C1t1r ,111!11:"f"'l"(I" di 1.1111•,i:1',;il at !11<: IH·art of tll,· ,111,ilyt1< ,,tc1111,· ,I', w,·II 

Briefly Dwrlie'll11 md Drxrrn 120001 do nrJt cornrnrt t11crnselvt:S t,.1 rfo, ,is~:rl'l ,-.1:,·11·,·· 
cultwe drs1:r,111s,· rs .1/\\·,1y . .., I,1rIsI11 tiv r,thE,r 111ec111s VJl11le !111·11 c111c1i,,.,,<., , ,-, 1 



interesting contextually specific results. 11 raises a number of rnore general questions 
Under which conditions would a reference to culture, lifestyle and tradition not be racist? 
Would 11 be enough for partrcipants to refrain frorn ontologmng culture? What. 111 other 
words. 1s the non-racist position anticipated by these discursive social psychologists but 
not yet occupied by these partrcipants? Because their position or political .rnaqmarv 1s 
not explicitly elaborated. and rather left as an implicit presumably neutral point of view 
1t functions as an ilnthropolog1cal universe! that effaces the particularity anrl partiality of 
the analytic location Who. ,f not the abstract liberal subject is the unplicit voice that 
speaks here 1dent1fy1r1g racism and stubborn ditterennation 1n the Other elevatinq his 01 
her universalism as a barner - not a barrier across which the Other is not allowed to 
enter. but one outside of which a leqrtimate conception of the social cannot be 
developed And what. 1f not a liberal construction of national unity is the political 
community at stake 1n this example? 

I have suggested here that discursive social psychology 1s compromised 111 its critiques 
of endemic racism by its own implicit reliance on universalistic thinking 111 general and 
on liberal and neo-Iiberal conceptions of subjectivity and political cornmurutv specifically 
I am not trying to say that discursive social psychologists are seeing racism where there 
1s none There are more rather than less forms of racism to be detected and confronted 
linked intimately to the various historical fault lines of our inherited traditions of politics 
economics and culture Confronting these more critically will require discursive social 
psychology to somehow banish from our own practices the persistent undoing of 
pohtics the lure of empty umversals and especially the reliance on various .ncamatrons 
of liberal concepnons of subjectrvitv and the socral 
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