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Abstract. 
Tl11s paper rleals with tiio accounts of Eastern Cape whrte conunetciel farmers on t/1€: 
suh1ect ()( Durnr;cracy Dr,wm1g 011 the 111ethoc/ology of Discourse Arwlys1s. //1e f)iJ/Jel 
seeks to prov1c/e an c1nalys1s of the rh81011cal strategies and uleoloqicel position» w1/IJ111 
the part1c11Jants .sccounts Such nccuunts of the social nistoticei ancl po/r/1ca/ 
,,m:111nst:111u:• 111 .vlucl: fa1111ers iuu] t/1e111selves are thouc1l1t to prov1cle 1ns1qht 111/0 tl1e 
rnanner 111 ,\'111c/1 //Jc process of ctemoctetic ctinnqe has been received l1y 1110111/Jers of 
t/18 agncultwal sector Data cotlecuon was conducted vie inict uuciio tapecf seuu 
structured 1nterv1Hws Par11c1pants were white men anrl women livtni] 111 a co11111wrc:1nl 
far111111y rr:yr()/J 11f the. Eastern Cape l-'rrJV111ce Responses to tiu: rnterv1mvs wet»: 
analysed i!r:r:urd111r1 to ttie iltscutstvc approaches edveuced /Jy IJ/Jtll Ian Paik.er and 
J()nathan Pntter & Marqaret Wet/1erell Analyses reveal that par11c1flilnls teuit /0\'iillrls 
--ut1r:1s111 , ,f t/1•: 111,/11111 1Jf r/emocrnr:y f10111 a part1cularly lr/Jr:ral rcle/JIO(!Wi!I sta11r/pr)l(1f anr/ 
r11c1/-;e 11:,,: ,J (11;t11,(I:, ,111c/ tec/1n1r111es ,,f ()tf1r::unr1 · In constusc! ii <iefe11s1ve s11/i;1Ji:/ 
pns1rrrJ111ny I lw:,e f111(/Jnr1s 1!/us/rc1te l\'l1ar 1s 1n many ways still a11 r,11r1011n1 /Jn/Jtn:al :111r/ 
1cleolocJ1Cdl s/rugr;le 111 tlu: wral rec11ons uf the country 

INTRODUCTION. 
V/1tn tt1e first •Jeca1_Je rif cJE:rnocrarv 111 '.-;rJutl1 l\frrca already behind r1s tile t1111r: Ic; 1Ipt, t,, 
t,eiJir1 sc;1:1J1,s ,rnrj ',11,1cal evaluc1t1oris r,f the extent of the social i:h,llHJes tlic1t "i1Hrtl1 
fd11,,a ras ur01_jf:r J(Ale lt11s erirJ1:aJrJ111 slnulcJ not only frir:us 011 tile rnauo l•·vd llf 

r,ol1t1cal n1stur1cal and eco,1or111c d1a11r1e tJUt also neecJc, to pc1y attr:ntIrin to th,- 1111111, 
I,:·,el of 1rd 11rJuals per r;eptIons opI111011s all(J actrons Tt11s papu r!Hsu1ht:c, tt1,, 1e:s11lh 
of a d1sr,Durse ar1alyt1cal study r,u11d111:tl:d Nrth v1h1te cornrnerual farlllers 111 th,e I c1s1t-111 
Cape promice V/h1te comrnerci;il f,mners were chosen dS a study p1lpuldt1u11 
spec1f1call/ tJer;aus,; rJf the, n1a1Irn,r In wli1ci1 life in arJ11r,ult11ral r:11111111L1111t1,,s 111 tl11-· 



largely rural Eastern Cape province 1s tustorically socially politrcatlv and ecorionucallv 
situated 

Before embarking upon a discussion of how the partrcipants 111 ttus study constructed 
their accounts of democracy and democratic change 1t 1s necessary to provrde a 
discussion of several key theoretical concepts and the links between tl,e111 T lus ,s to IH· 
done to illustrate tne logic underlying the analysis of the drscursrv« pr actr,f'S eniplov,-,,J 
by Eastern Cape white commercial farmers To this end. the d.scus sron focuses 011 
provrdrng both a definition and d.scussion of the concept ·democracy· with the aim of 
illustrating the manner 111 whrch this rdea can be variously constructed This discuss.or 
includes an exploration of the rdeologrcal dunensions underlying certain constructions of 
the concepts 'democracy ·. by providinq an exarnrnatron of both iiber ahsm ano 
'racism" 

1. Democracy. 
Defining democracy as a political system is riot easy The same holds for atternptmq to 
investigate peoples attitudes towards tl1e process of dernocratic change that has beei 
ongoing in South Africa for the past decade Ar blaster 1 1994 31 writes democracy Is a 
concept before 11 1s a fact. and because 11 rs a concept it has no single precise and 
agreed meamnq One 1s therefore tempted to apply a commonsense approach ti 
arriving at a defirution of thrs concept The key feature of this paper Is therefore ar 
investigation of the ways of speaking employed by representatives of a certarn sector of 
society 1n the construction of their attitudes towards democracy 

Accordingly "democracy 1s c1 term which whatever its precise meaning l',1li always 
signify for many a cherished political principle or ideal and for that reason alone it Is 
never likely to achieve a single agreed meaning (Arb laster 1994 p 61 Yet more 
formal attempts at defuutron of the concept do exist For instance Reynolcis 1 '.199 201 
crtes Martin l 1pset s procedural and mechanistic features of democracy as beno 
important elements of a def1nrtron First. cornpetmon exists for government oos.t.ons 
and fair elections for publrc offrce occur at regular rntervals without the use of fc,r:P aw1 
without excluding any social group Second. citrzens partrcipate 111 selecting their 
leaders and forrrn11g pohcies And third c.vrl and polrtical lrberties exist to ensure the 
mteqntv of poltu.al UJlllf)Pt1t1011 and partrcipatron Naturally such a defrrnt1011 assumes 
widespread popular support and consent for the system of government 1Arblaste1 
19941 as well as the adoption ( and 111 most cases. const.tuuonal protection, of cPrta1" 
liberal attitudes reg;11rJ1ng mdrvidual nqhts and l1t)Prt1es This does not 1,1ec11' th cit 
dernocr acv and l1bP1;1I 1cleology 11ecessa11ly go hano 111 hand rand 1t 1s, Prta•11iv ['OSs11,Ie 
to argue that tiH'Y rio not) hut there are some domains of overl;1p I hwr·ver arc w 
depth drsc:uss1ri11 "t tl ir- tl1,,rHy 11f dP1110,:1arv rs beyonrl the scope of tlw; r·apr" 

Def111111g democr ;wy ,;11h'.;t;111t1v,,1y 111 1,,11111; nf the pror:,,dures ancf mecha111s111s hv wh,, 11 

1t fu11r:t1011s ;1s ;1 prll1t1r:;1I system rnay lose s1rJl1t of popular attitudes and u1n'rnr111ser1s,, 
co11c:ept1011s f r11 t!w; 10ason rv1attes c1n,J C;ill;rnd r 2007 41 argr1e Demry r a, y ,s :1 

ri1111c1ple rather th:111 :1 set of pr or;r,rJures r,1ve11 this v1Hv ex;i11111w1q rj, -rnncr ;i,:v 111 
So11th /\frrcd slin1rld 11,,t fll<:t1s 011 1<1';t1t,1tn1i;1I ,,r p11,rr><Jr11;il frn111 t,11t r 11>1,,1 st,, 
revolve aro1111rl tlH_· ,-,,tP11t t1J wl11r:li the JH11111ple 1', 1r0a11,;ed 1t·/1:itks -~ I .1,:,1,1: ~ 
fh1s 111volves 111vPstrqcit111q thP extP11t t11 nlw:17 r,r•pular c;plf cy,vr,, ·111 ,,_,, .\ ,,is 1,,-,,,11 



achieved as well as exar111nI11g the drscur sive sets of ideas and attitudes that constitute 
the notion rts..lf 

V/hat 1s s1qll1fir;ant r;rn1u-,111IncJ ,111 ,,ml product or substanuve conception of 
democracy Is the ways Ill which 1t attempts to reproduce liberal political ideology with 
a focus CJII ttit: .nd.vidual rights to fr,"edorn arid private property Yet rt 1s simultaneously 
.rnportant trJ rernemb(,r that hber ahsu does not stand 'apart frorn any particular moral 
arid pol1t1eci1 aqenda Rc1ther 1t 1s a very particular moral agenda (pnvileqinq the 
11ld1·Nlual ovor the cornmurntv the coqruuve over the affective. the abstract over the 
particular/ 1F1sh 1994 1:l7 1381 

\/'/1th this ill mind. the 110tIon of democracy can be utrlrsed as a rhetorical lens through 
which to focus partrcmants drscussrons concerning their perceptions of post 1994 
South Africa Ill this way It Is ant.crpate.: that the use of democracy" as a metaphor to 
describe t11e overall pohuca: culture wrll serve to highlight the possible tensions that may 
exrst between substantive understandings of democracy and ascnption to liberal 
ideology as well as the manners In which the partrc.pants 1n the research attempt to 
account for such conflicts 

I/Jl,1te commer ctal farmers were proposed as a study population specrfrcally because of 
the marine: Ill 11h1ch aqr anan life, awl labour ,n the largely rural l astern Cape provrnce 
Is locater! c1t t11e c:entre of several I11krser;tIng vectors of race. class arid h1stor Ically 
constituted state supported privtlerJe 18undy 1979. Bernart. Delius & I rapido 198b 
Jeeves & Crush 19971 T111s makes then particular drscourses of democracy of analytic 
mterest as a means of morutonnq the extent of change rn sacral attitudes and popular 
discourse; tnat Is assumed trJ have taken place since 1994 

2. Democracy and Liberalism. 
The 11ot1011 of democracy irnul.es the adoption of particular values. and 1t has tJeen 
argued that defrrutrons of the concept tend to share the common feature that they 
describe a politrcal ideal. as opposed to an actual system of government (Arblaster 
1994 Mattes & Cal land 2002) This dualism between the concept of democracy and 
the actual pohucal practice of dernocr anc · societies has been commented 011 by 
OMallc:y 11SJ991 What develops out of this dualrsrn rs an often confusinq and blurry 
d.stmctron between democracy as a pohncal ideal. and the substantive conditions of a 
l1tJeral p, il1t,,~al drsperisat1011 l hes-. two are often r;ollflated and a 11eu,ssary r:0111wct1on 
between k11,ocrac1 drirl liberal val11,,s drHI 111rJ1v1dual freerJ,JlllS I', ;i:,,,11111t:rl t1J ;-;xI'.,t 

Ho,-1evc:1 F\1cr,ard Arn,-,so11 1199 \1 puts forward an InterestInrJ tht,s1s on the 11at111r, of 
tr11s assu•ned relat1unsli1p He ar(Jllc:'., lle:rnocrat1c rights are prcJtr,r;t1vr'. f11err prI111,11y 
function Is to safeq11cwl 0t11u 11irJ1,s fundamental mJhts r Arnr,scJrl 1 tfn 11 il I Yet 
d1ffere:1t people wrll 3lwavs have confi1ct111CJ interests and therefore there rnust exist ;i 
h1erarct11 rJf rights with s,1me b,,1nq rw1re fundarne11tal tha11 otl1ers 1/\rneson 1rJ'n1 
fnus It fallc; to a clu11ocrat1c gove111111er1t to regulate a11d safeguard this h1erarr.l11r;;il 
arrangement of 1r1d1v1dual rights throuqh its const1tut1on and 1ud1c1al process I he ins 
and outs of democratic ciovernance and law making 11otw1thstancl1llg Arneso11 119CJ31 
thus ,Iews democracy as purely instrumental and there need be no fu11da111er1t.il 
conr,er-tIrJ11 betv1ee11 dernor,racv as a polrtrcal system a11d the rec1l1sat1on of 111d1v1d11<1I 
rights ,1ri,J fr'°'erJorrs fi-ir :ill I Su'.)d•:11 1 'f,2, 



Yet much of the rhetoric - both partv-pol.trcal and rutilic - concerumo democracy 
makes just this sort of claim and the «ieoloqrcal argument Is that democracy as ;m ideal 
is desirable because 1n practice. It delivers individual rights and liberty It Is therefore the 
opinion of this paper that a discussion of constructions of dernocracv should examine 
the ideological ways of speakinq that underpin them as v/e!l as pay attention to the 
social practices and mstitutions supported by such modes of arnculauon To tlus end 1t 
is necessary to examine the manner 111 which liberal ideology cormrnngles w1H1 
supports. and is 111 turn supported by apparcntty contradictory r:xclus1onary and-or 
prejudicial ideoloqies and ways of talk 

Such a conception of ideology would suggest that 11 Is dvnarn«. an: fluid Fairclough 
( 1995) argues this very point when discussing the relatronstup between ideology 
hegemony and discourse In order to elaborate this relationship r arrclouqh 11995, 
states that 11 Is necessary to view ideology neither as cl product of the underlying 
structures of lanquaqe practice nor clS cl result of fluid drscur srve event but rather as a 
result of the mter act.on of both of tlese elements This appt oach to unde1stclnd1ng thP 
nature of the relationship between ideology and discourse leads to a d1alect1cal view 
whereby 'discourse Is shaped by structures but also contributes to shaping and 
reshaping them. to reproducing and transforming them 1Fairclougl·: 1995 731 This 
creates a dynamic view of the manner In which ideology informs and 1s informed by the 
discursive practices that individuals employ 

Thus. Fairr.louqh writes that rclther than attr1but111ci spec1f1c and f1xe,1 «ieoloqrca: 
"contents· to elements. ideology Is seen more nynanucally as the sruftmq relauonsho of 
discoursal practnes to heqemorur: 1 arid n1ore local msututional I struggIe If a1rr;iough 
1995 81) In stat1r1q this view F .urr.louqh 1 1995 I draws 011 f "' 1caui s argumerc1 
regarding the multiple meanings and uses of discourses F· oucault 11n f- a.rclouqn 
1995 81) arquos the following point Discourses are tactical elements or blocks 
operating 111 the fo?ld of force relations there can exist different and eve11 c011trad1ctory 
discourses wrtlun the same strate~JY they r.an 011 the co.itr.rv r1rr.ul,1tP w1t11r)u\ 
changing their form from one strategy to another opposing strateqy It Is important to 
bear this argument In mind when 111vest1gat111g Eastern Cape white commercial farmers 
discursive constr udI011s of tlw 110!1011 of democracy partcu!ar ly ·.1he11 such 
constructions appear to hr vPsted 111 l.ber al .deolocncal values ·,iJlues tl1a1 are 
seerrunqlv 11sed to support both posinve and neqatrve views towards democracy and the 
racial Other' Mur:h of the drscurs.ve analvsis carr1r>d out for this pilflPr w1II for:1s on the 
rn,11111er 111 wlw:11 libcrill 1dPology Is usr>d 111 tl1e discourse of the filrmers 1r1ter,1ewPd arid 
(() whilt e111is tlw; ,,.1,:oloq1r:;1I rPsr1I1Ir:;' Is drilv1r1 :1po11 

3. Liberalism and racism. 
In a related v<'II1 V/r:the1PII & F'ottP1 s I 1 CJCJ) I :-111alys1s uf rl1sr:01w;r,c, r,f 1 :1··p :rnd 1 :1cIsI1· 
111 NPw /eill,rnd :ilso :ir1drPSSf'S tlw; Iss1Ir· 1Jf tl1r· v;iri;1hlr0 w:iys 111 wli" 1, i1t,Pi:1I 1r.J1·ol1·,,\ 
IS drawn llp<ltl r,, c;i1pprHt llritl1 1;1; 1•.1 :rn•I :rn11 liJ(1c;t :1•t1turJ,,c, :ll"l t_-c,i1,+.: l11rs,1 
dqJilllllrP p1llll\ IS tilP :ll(illlli'cflf fi):Jt Id• !',f dtf1t11rJr.,, ,liliJ ilf·ll•·f<.; 1'•• t'',' r), fllf'i]r)S 

11irJ11ul1tl11c rH r1t-•I:,·ss.ir ily r u11tr !11t1t•· tr, tile art11.t1lilt1rm of ;1 , ol11-•rP11t •,f:'t nf dis, nLirses 
Instead. Wetherell & f-'ottr'r ( FJC/2 1 ifi I for.11s 1rn thP i1111ti1v:il'-'ll< ,-,c; ,1:icl Iw:1J1Js1stPW<C5 
Ill 111d1v1dt1,1I ;H'l;t)t:lltS illld USE' this tri ilrritlP th:it r :1(_1<;111 IS flPy11JI, • 1!s ,, 1:i111f. ·st:it,rws 
ci1:H1CJP as 11lcltPll:ll 'Jiidl!lilllS sl11ft dll1i ;y, tl1•• ,l(l'-'!1'J;1 f,11 1jp!',;1t,, t,,., ,,,nr, SW· ,,sc,f11,I, 

'-l 



redefined through various forrns of strucJqle It Is thus not too d1ff1cult to argue the pouit 
that liberal ideology and beliefs or 1cleas that are secmrnqlv the antrthesrs of hberausm 
are Ir1 fact not really all that mr.onuue.nsurate 

A liberal ideology mcorr.cratmq notions such as 'mdivrdual rights ancl freedoms and the 
importance of contracts and eq11al1tv [that are] taken for granted 1W,:therell & Potter 
1992 1 R 11 can be used rJ1scurs1vr,ly to arque for what would seenunqlv appear to be the 
precise opposite ttie proter;tIur1 of tlH: r 1qhts and freedoms uf d few tu the e xclusron of 
true equality for all 

r oqether with thrs notion of hberal ideology Vvetheref & Potter ( 1992) provide a cntique 
of contemporary social science .nvestrqations of racism that posit the development of a 
new modern. ambivalent sort of raust attitude. as opposed to lustoncal, rnore openly 
bigoted attitudes Ihrs modern racism approach, according to Wetherell & Potter ( 1992), 
ar')ues that contemporary expressions of I acisrn and r acis! attitudes have become 
subtler and sometune s contradrctorv - to the pomt that such expressions seern to be the 
expression of attuudmal arnb1vale1we toward the racial Ottwr' Such arnbrvatence Is 
s,cer1 as t11e outcome of a conflict IJetw,:l:n ant: black scntunents and liberal values 
rVA:th,:rell & Pott,,r I SJ'.J2 1 '.151 

Sur,r1 an explanation would at first qlan.:e appear to have some vahditv when 
account.nq for the drsr.ur s.ve stratt:qI,as employed by u:rtarn qroups w1tt1111 a society to 
express attitudes or opuuons that as a result of broad pohtical chances have become 
widely regarded as socially unacceptable Yet. as Wetherell & Potter I 1992) argue, such 
an explanation of contemporary expressions of racism ascribe to the idea that racisrn 
and racist attitudes are purely the result of psychological factors and are therefore 
coqrutrve-affectrve 111 nature Add1t1onally liberal values are viewed as bein<J 
diametncallv opposed to such prejudtce to the effect that liberal values are seen as 
attenuating anti-black emouors and related cognitions to prcir!ur:e the r;or1fl1ctecl 
phenomenon of modern racisrn 1V/etherell & Potter. 1992 197 J 

V/~1at such cognItIvr, confi1r,t s~1r,posedl·1 produces Is an arnbtvalen-.e of attitude to the 
efft:ct that openly twy,tecJ att1t,1cJes and the expressions thereof ber.ome replacuJ by 
superf1r~1al tolerance corntJ1m:.:cJ wIt11 I'1ore subtle expressIor1s of prej11rJ1u: V'Jh1llock & 
Slayden I 1 SJ95 xI1 ;-irciue As ruutIne expressions of hate arf: p11·;t1r:rl r,11t cif public, 
d1scowse triey re r:rnerrJt: 111 rwJre subtle and less m,wswmttiy w;iys I t111s eve•1 
though racIsrn t1as beco11v" tat)(,'J racist attitudes :u1rl h;;l1ds still 1rr1C!ul1•: many 
seerrnngl'/ Inr10CLFJL1S and well mear11r1g attempts by wt11t(·,s tu au,cJ11r1t fut souHcil 
cnar'ge 

H•N1e1er th,;, 11ec1ken1ng of strong racIsrn through the w1cJP-sprearl adoption of l1tJr,ral 
1al,1es and its replacement tJy a rnrJre suhtle form of pre1ud1ce Is rwt m,u,ssc1r1ly th,, 
case Liberal 1alues instead CJf pro'/lding more · rational be:l1r:fs ;rnr! att1tllch-s I such ,is 
':,(1Lrdllt( the, r,r(Jter,t,rm •Jf 1nc!111rJ1FJI rights frP,e ent,:rprIs,, ;ind til(: liktci tr, (,0/Jrlt<,r;ir t 
th,; aHect1,1ely tJcJSed aricl tt,erdrne less rat1unal prc:Illr!1r 1cil dt\1t11d,,--, ,i--,,,()r 1ati,rj with 
racism instead pro11de 1nd1v1cJllals with a particular set of d1sr:1ns1ve resrJ1Irr.es tticit caI1 
oe used to construct e'1en the circumstances brought about by demo,,1 :it1, poltt1c;1I anll 
s,Jc,al chanr:Je Ic1 a r1egat,·1e :1,Jt1t f0 this end \Neth,,r(;[I ,'-:. l'r;t\i:r r l','Jl l'•r'1 arr111-- tt11- 
f(Jlio1.·11rg D1-::,c,J'_Jrse anctl1s1s l~J--=:ates the cc)nfl1(.t'-> ;tr1d d1lt·r11111.1c, \:.,..·1H11ri t(it• 



argumentative and rhetorical 1Psources available 111 ;i l1hPral ;rn<I 1-11c1!1tcJrnr1 society 
The conflict Is not between ;1 feel111q and a value 1i,~tweP11 11sych(1lr1g1c.ill clil'JPS and 

socially acceptable expressions or between e;111otIc111s cJ11d poht.cs but het,·,eer' 
competing frameworks for ilrt1ctJl,1t111q social polrtrcill and eth.: :11 questions l 11,;s tl1r0 

focus of the analysis wrll be on attempting to rducrdate th(, v.urous 111:1111F·1s 111 wlwl1 
liberal discourses are employee t" arque both fur ;rnd ;iq;1I11st fi1., rl,·"l'" •at11 , li;mcw 
that has occur red 111 South Afr ir:;1 sI11c:e 1994 

It would seem that a key fe;iturc· of th« var1aljlp us-. of l1IJ·1:1' ,,I, ,,1 ·1, ,, l":,1• I" t'1 fnr 
and against democratic cilamw Is that there aopears to 1,,. ;11 :1•:s,,•·11 ti: 1· ·1 t:·.t'· 
sides of such an arqument I of the tundarnentaltv obvious 111v11Jl;1hl" and 111;HrJ11ilbly 
correct nature of these libera] values It seems to be taken [or qr rnt,-ri t11;it t11E- lrt1erc1I 
rights and freedoms should be accorded to all mdivrduals wuhout q11,·st1or1 :111d vet at 
the same time such a uruversanv required applicanon of liberal values creates a cunous 
double brnd 

The broader societal sanction of liberal values arid ,dr-,nloqy 111 1 "··•1s,- rJ.c.r":ir , Js "1at 
rndividuals wrthrn that society asci .be to the same values So,:t!, i t"l a s j,,,, .ocauc 
government has on many levels rpoiincal ,llld eccnonuc: a11,1ptP'.J I npr;il .;;it,r,,s and 
enshrined thr-m wi11i111 the co1111try s consutuuon 111d1v1r1uc1I w1t1ts :1·1 t f•e-,- 1 " s ;ire. 
legally protc,cted and legally enforced Yet \"/ptl1e1el! & f'r,tt,-r , I ,r,_J 1 ;,,,, 11nf e ;ir, 
mterestmq pornt to defrne something as compulsory ,s In terms c' 't',, i,t"-:-·a ·Jrs':"'~rse 
of freedom ;ind human rrriilts to define rt neqatrvely Cr11111,,,:s,,11 s 'l JT· 11 111 .ar,, 
rhetor1c;;illy had fiHJ offshoot of this rs t11e11 t11at 11,d1v1'1u;1ls 1·111" .·,,·"" 1 ,,.,,,usl1 
members of c1 prrvrleqed sector of sorwty mc1y well 11se l1lle: ;~I r1t_,•,:u:i, tu , ,sL' 1 tint 
priv1leqe hut then frnd th;it the same lrherzil rdeoloriv of r1gl1ts :i11cJ frew1o•ns , ,,-11,,s 
cIrcurnstc111u·s that th1Pate11 tl1;1t selfsa111e prrvrl,-rw ;-is w:cis rllustra'" ! t_., D,, •1, 1c,,,~1 

4. The current context. 
The Eastern (:;1pe rs South /\frrcas third lar~iest provI11r;e and 1,•1,c. nf '.I,. p1101f·s' I Jn,1(,1 
the c1parthe1d 1eqImP. much of the Xhosa populatron of the prrJ.""1Ce v1as 1el,1r·1•e,1 tr1 
the two horrn;lands of I ranskf:1 ,llld Crsker Blar;k ,:0111111erc1aI a'.JI ":ult, JrP 1·ns r-tter tI wly 
undermined c111d relc'qilted to subsistence fa1111111q 111 the homel,1nd ;ire11s t.1,1,-h -,1 th,· 
Afm:a11 labrJ111 frHre was tc1k,·1 Lill tll!O the 1111qr,111t l;1hil11r systPill arvJ "Fl!', "•r>r, _.,,-,,, 
off to work 011 thl' 111I11Ps rJf tlH• \'Jrtwatusrand _,r 11, t11,- ,1a,1<11lt111a 11' 1 ,,,,1, ·•, 1 ,1•,· 1, 
of the Vvest, ,r 11 ( :apP l he only c1verwe for tl1ose 1e111a111111q 111 tr•e , ur ;11 l ,1"1,-1 ,, 1 ,,1, ,., 
w;is to work rl'i ,HJrtr:11ltural l11hu111e1s Oil VJhrte Ulfllllle1c1al fa1111,; 

lhe I astern r . .ipP li;is a lrrnq l11sto1y of land ;1pprop11;1t1011 IHFler Hr1t1s1, ci\l,,,1,.11 'll'< 
rnrJst ll()t;ihly rl111111q tlw I 11111tr,·1 Vhrs of t!1,· 1ci" rr,11t1lf; w,1 •1,. c,11t,<..•''1''"''1 
est;ihl1sh111•·lft "f v;1,;t ;11e;1s 11f tl1r, p1ov111ce rl•·s1q11;it,_0d tri t.,. c1II-,, rlt•'-1 •) h· 1, •1 _1,1: 
othPr r:r1lo1111I ,:,•ttlr·r•; llw, t1,·11d .-,;tatil1sli1·rl 111 til,· rrnrj ;rn·I l;it,, IHIJ(lc; t,v Hrrtist, 
colo111;1I qov1·1111n,,11t_ w;1•; r:011!111111·11 111 the 1wt>ritlf·til, 1•11twy t,y II·" 1·,11,1,• •;1,11t•,, 1111 11- 
<JOV<'llllllPllt I 11,, rH•t lf<sult w;1•; that a v1abif, r:l;iss rif IJar:k f;1111H-rs ,..,,,re· 11"11 1,11,1II;,"J 
;rnd p1ot,;t;111;m1st·d tiy ,1 r:rHnpI,•x \'JPIJ of ler11•;t;1t11111 ;ind so1:1:1I f'ld• tI, e 111 t11,, ,,a1lv 
twP11t1,,tli r:, -11t• 11y Pxp:111s1011 , ,t r 11, 111i1s<-'d ill JI :11 r;w , :ip1tal1s111 f-,, :1•·1, : ', ·,, f,,, 1- l''. 
[Jpl1w; P. [1,11,1ri11 ]<11\l)J 



(3overmnent support for white commercial farming Ill the Eastern Cape came In many 
guises - the forced removal of African peoples into the homelands favourable labour 
leqislation that ma.ntamed colonial labour and power relations between farmers and 
labourers mfrastructural support such as the construction of a vast railway and roads 
system through very rural areas so as to enable the transport of wool to the harbours of 
East London and Port Elizabeth. as well as price regulation for agricultural produce 
such as wool (the chief cu111111P1ual agricultural product of the regI011) From this It can 
be argued that the history of twe11t1et11 century South African commercial agriculture is 
the history of state mterventron and support (Jeeves & Crush. 1997) 

Wrth democratic change came the d1srnantl1ng of this state supported pnvileqe the 
drssolutron of the homelands. farr labour leqislation enforcing changes 111 the labour 
relationstups between farmers and labourers. the privatisation of parastatal agencies 
such as Spoornet resulting 111 the disuse and closure of key railway lines, land reform 
legislation and an increase 111 violent crimes committed against farmers - to name but a 
few of the changes in material conditions that whrte commercial farmers in the Eastern 
Cape have begun experiencing 

Thus for Eastern Cape farmers there Is a real discrepancy between the ideal of 
democracy as discussed previously and the material effects of democratic change 
The liberal ideology that underlies the principles of democracy - that ethos of individual 
rights and freedoms wl11ch thrs particular sector of South African society has always 
been accustomed to. and which has been taken for granted - rs, at one and the same 
tune also the ideology with which they are In conflict 

METHODOLOGY. 
The study armed to elrcit the farmers conceptions of and relationship to. the democratic 
social transformation that has occurred since 1994 The rntervrew texts gathered for the, 
purposes of this research were subject to a discourse analytic procedure that draws on 
Ian Parkers F oucauldtan-msprred form of analysis as well as on Potter and WetherellS 
more rhetorical kind of analysis The chief aim of the research was to attempt to «ientify 
how members of this particular stratum of agrarian society i) conceptualise the process 
of change 11) understand their place as subjects wrthm the new democratic order anr1 
finally 111 i what rdeologrcal frameworks inform their constructions of self and others 

Discourse analytic research focuses primarily on texts - arguing that individual accounts 
of experience agency and subjectrvrty are structured by systems of representation 
most notably language Parker I 1999 3 i states that · the term discourse Is sometimes 
11sed to refer to patterns uf mea11111g .vruch organise the various syrnbol«. systems 
humc1n be111gs 1nhcJb1t and wl11ct1 sHe necessary fur us to rnake se11sc, to each other 111 
this way It Is argued that language produces and reproduces me,rnrng mdependentlv 
from the mtennons of the individual language user (Parker, 19941 As such m11 1,;alrtres 
and .norvidual subjecuvitres are constituted and informed by the ways in wluch we speak 
tnern It Is thus pcssible to analyse our world and social phenomena as ;1 syst,,111 of 
texts , Parker 1994 i 

H,e r;r1t1cal question posuJ hy d1sr:r1wse analytical research r,,q;irr!s th,· r•.·p1od11,:t1,,n of 
power relations w1tt11n 111d111rJual r,,J1Istruct1011s of thP, soci.il wrnld fJc1rk,_c;1 11'.l'.12 4 :,1 
states Discourses do not simply descnbe the social world but cate1_Jo11se It t111·y hr II1q 



phenomena 111to sight This pnrr acv (liven to language as a rw'd111111 tliro11qh wllict1 we 
construct expl,rnc1tio11s c111d understandings of our social real1t1es also rn,~il"S 1l1at 
language becomes that wluch constrtutos who we are constructs thr- I1osItIO11s we 
occupy is tile medium by wluch we mteract wrth other pe0ple ;inr1 understand 
ourselves I Rtmn;m. Kottler. Levett & f'arker Hl97 7 I But rnorr- tnar t'w; discourses 
extend beyond subjectrvrty ano mdividual agency to reproduce ex1st111cJ I11strtu1IO11s 
ideologres and power relations through mdrvrdua: accounts (Burman Kottler Levett & 
Parker. 19941 

Parkers method of analysis exanunes the manner 111 v1h1<:ll d1ffer,"1t d1sco,11ses 
function 111 rollusron or competrt.on to reproduce particular power relat10ris a11d 
rdeoloqual posrtrons for its subie1:h ,f-'arker 19021 l l11s 111 tur•1 uper1c; ,w th0 ,wal/srs :u 
not only exa111I11e the dominant ideoloqies reproduced 111 talk hut also to thP strategies 
of resistance and the interplay of power relations However Parker 119~,q :, , arg·.ies tl1at 
Foucauld1c1n analyses tend to fracture texts 111t0 different discrete drscourses which 
then hold pos.uons for speakers and reproduce relations of power At tile same time 
other forms of analysts focus .nsteao 011 tile whole symbolic dc•11a1r' aI1d analysts ,s 
then of the tlunqs that aIe done with discourse by speakers or of the d1st111ct 
interpretative rc!peItoIres they employ I Parker 1999 31 

In this veI11. the analysis conducted 111 tlus paper also makes use of l)otter & V/ethereil s 
notions concemmq interpretative repertoires ( 1988 I and the variable rhetoncal fr mcuons 
to which indrviduals can put them This sort of analysis requires tile codmq and 
classification of the material 111to themes on an mclusive basis followed bv an analvsrs 
of these themes 111 terms of iunction rthe intentionai and u11111tent1O11al uses to which 
discourse Is r·11t, va11a/J1/ity tthe different ways 111 which discourses 1· · ,"11r :- ,.ca as 
they ;ire put tn d1ffem1q uses: arid 1-11nst111clInn uhe manner 111 wh.r h the drsc:oursP rs 
put toqether 111 order to perform different funct1011s 1 1 Potter & V'Jet11ere!I 1 c,sr,, 

An anc1lys1s of these 111terrelc1ted aspects of tile discourse then enables c1 d1sci1ss,or1 ,,f 
the 1n/1•11J1n/n/M' rn11e1tcllles used I Potter & \'Jt?therell 1CJ881 l he dent1f1cat,011 ;rnd 
elaborat1011 of d1fiere11t 1nterpretat1ve repertoI1Ps amounts to an 1nteqrated descr1pt1011 of 
the ways 111 wlw:h ;i d1sc:011rse Is e111ployed as a resouIre to 1:O11strwt an 1.J11rJ,-,rsta11d111q 
of the sou:1I ·,•,rJ1Ir1 :rnd drffr>rf"lt ol>JP1 ts :1w1 suhIP,~ts w1th111 It Yet J·,:11111 1:lar rl c;,-c,Is11,0 
reper101r,,s sl1011ld 1101 be rH·•:'-"iS:Hily ;ind ,,xc:iu:s,1ely l111k,"d tr' J ;H'.1, 1.11,11 s-ir,al 
groupI11qs but 1;1tl1Pr it slwuld be rernPmbPrPd thc1t reper1O1res are avi11lablP to pPople 
with many rj1tfr_·lf'llt grorip rne111hr•rsh1ps c111rl patterns of accou11t111g 111;iy net tie the 
11e;itest way ,,f d1v1d111g Iip S'''~'·'tv ,, , 01,f11r111nq Ulll'1Pnt1or1al c_;ro1J,1 1 ;it,c.ciorrsat1c1ns 
I f'otter & \,'J,,t11PrPII 1 cm i 1 r,r; 1 

Procedure. 
The qIIr>st11111 111!11111111111 th,c; li'Sf'.1II 1, ,,.·;nl;,,cj ,ll•)llflC1 tllP ;1ttItu l•'S t• .... ll•I' •prrl· ,n, 

c1bout. and p1°II ept1"11s 11f rlPrnc1r·1,11 y I,, white r I1rrn1ir•rr.1c1I hm1P1 ,. 111 tt,, · I .1•,t, ·r 11 C:w,· 
f hreP brlc.-;ir: (111•)(:;f1()'1S VJ''!P pn(;,•d t1) thr~ 111fPfV1PV".1r'0s 111 nrdrd t'' t··I:, 't tll•"r 111e>:l~ 
( onr:er!l!f](l dt>'J1(J( r;v.y i hr•<.::.t• (11ji•l,t]/~!l<~ ( ,,r1tr,•d :ur)lpj i 1 I tt11, 1)1·11. j j ll<; j,·,f1r\1~ '1(l~ 

()f ciernrH.1;11--.,· L)I ttlt' llllfLlr:t tli:lt ,j,,111•1' r;i, "t1;1d 11,1.·j ('ll tt1,-1r :1.,,,, p· 1 :,t:•···,~~r ,lr' 1 

how tt11•y th<_)! 111tit tt1,1t df•r111 )( rd( V -;,1,T, v,1r•r~ 1r1r1 ( )r rint f l11rtPl:-'11 1r1f,., /I~·,',," r (P •.llfl1.1 i'.' 

length frrHn :-)/)(lfrn:11n~)tPIV 1"1 J111t11Jt,". 1:r f11 111 lu )1 1r) l1·r~11ft·, \',••I,,'' 1111;• !···t J,,,,,-.:_. 



111tervIews werL: auclrotaped. transcnbeo and analysed according to a cornbrnatron of the 
two aboverm,11t1rrnecl methods of discourse analysis 

Part1crpa11t:o we:re reuu1tuJ uI1 a r.011ve11Ie11ce basis The researcher, being tarruhar wrth 
the area and the farmers resident there approached prospective participants 
telephorncaltv and explarnecJ to them the nature of the research question and asked rf 
they woulcl lk prepared to Like part 111 the research endeavour Once partrcrpants had 
assente.d trJ tilt: research I11tervIc,ws were arranged and conducted Participants were 
aqarn 111forrm,cJ of the research question and the purposes to which the research would 
be put Perm.ssion for the tape-recording of the rntervrews was obtained. and 
partIcIpa11ts w,,re assured that both the recordings and transcnpuons would be kept 
contrdent.at It was also explained to partrcipants that the tape recordings would tJ,, 
eras,--,rl ;1ftu ii stipulated p(;rrud of time ((3 months) 

From a Parkf:r1an analytrczil pt-..:rspectIve the focus of the analysis was predorrunantlv 011 
the three ,111x1l1ary cnteua that Parker I 1992) rdentifies - power mstitutrons a111l 
1deolWJY f<l1etor1cally tire analysrs paid attention to the manner 111 which snrular 
1cJeolocw:al d1sc:r1rs11e repHtuIres were variously drawn upon and utilised 111 thr­ 
cor1stru1,t1011 of d1ffere11t sulwar:t positrons with respect to attitudes towards democracy 
While 11 Is unportant to acknowtedqe the indtvrdual vicissitudes as well as reqronal ancl 
class differences of white r:ornrnercral farmers a relatively stable and moderately 
prusperous r.ommurutv 111l1;ib1ts the area 111 which the research was conducted So while, 
discourse analysis avoids clauns of generalrsabrlrty rt rs anticipated that the drscussrori 
of the rnarn findmqs that follow wrll resonate wrth other srmrlar contexts 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION. 
lnrtrai expectations on the part of the researchers were that there would be a hrgh 
degree of twrnogenerty and convergence In partrcrpants drscursrve constructions of 
rlernriuar:y l hrs as surnptron was based rm s1rn1e bar.kgrounrJ knowlr,rJrie of the pol1t1r.al 
1.l1rnat:: 'Jf 11,c: fclrr11111g r.r,rnr11u1I1ty illide tl1e resbHCh was conducted Instead of tl1ca 
exper,1-';rJ u111forr111ty of attItulle'.:> tnere prG 1ed to be a !arr amount of d1vers1ty in these 
au,ounts Cursr)ry analysis of the gatliered 111tervIew texts showed It would be poss11Jle 
t,, :1, wJ,, ,,,spr.J11S':S and r•s'opr,11de11ts ,ntrJ tv10 broad sets thoslc who are broadly 
,ptir1::st,,_ arirJ rJuS1tI1•: c1t,uut rJi:mcr,ra-.y a11rJ t11ose who arl: qerH:rally ncgatrvf, dilCJ 
(;lcSSlllllStlC 

rk:,e ,er :1l1e11 ,t r;0111..,,, tr; tlk •1cmous d,scurs1ve practices (ernployerJ sper:rfrr.ally 111 
terrns uf 1rJeol1)gIcaI bel1d str,1r:.tures - these two broad sets of rcsprn1ses c1re t,y 111, 
rnc:a~1s mutually ex1;lus1ve Indeed many of the rdeologrcal assur11ptI011s 111for1111nq tl1es,, 
Y>-~Jt,nts are strik111gly s1rrnlar !"he difference Ires In their tenor tt1fs1r frirrnulat1011 anrl tlH, 
nriab1i1ty raf tne funr::t1rrns to wlr1ct1 the discourses are put (Potter & Wetherell. 1'.Jclt'1 
f urtt1errnure whrle these d1ffere11r;es are heur1st1cally explored tJetwee11 the two prilt;s of 
,Jr,!I11 ,stir: versus pess:111IstIc rt Is antrcrpated that thrs type of study coulcl 111 ft1tt1rf, lie 
a .,Jll1•cll'erJ L f tile 11,r;IT;l•Ji r,t data fr Jill IJther groupI11r1s ()f r, --;, ,;111.!1 lfcS(Hifl< kr1t· 

1. Democracy: ·'lt"s a hell of a bugger-up". 
[Jur111•J trie UJW.eptuai1sat1011 ,,f th,s researr,h w,-, a11t1c1patc:rl tl1dt dlJ" r,f tllf: r.,spr,11,J..11t,, 
//'J rl·I t)•: r,ute,r1t1ally S qr11ft1:ant Ill 111fluenur1ri tlH, art,culat~·cl diSIJJtll',f·', /\,_r:rJ1d111qlf ,'Jt 



decided to draw c1 distinction between older and younger participants 111 order to 
evaluate any possible differences in discursive positioning that mav be tied to 
membership of a particular generation I he crstmcnon between older and younger 
partrcipants was predetermined. somewhat arbitrarily at the c1ge of 45 years l ii1s 
decision would seem to be vrndrcated by the responses to tile intPrv1ew ouestIons as 
members of tile older qeneratron ! r e older t11a11 45 yec11s, te11cJe,1 to h,r,e a more, 
negatrve outlook 

1.1. Liberalism. rights and freedoms. 
Respondents definIt1011s of democracy tend to CP11tre on 11HJ1v1c1ual 11r1hts a•v1 free00rns 
evoking what I l1xo11 ( 1 DD7 I has 1dent1f1e::J as a liher ill discourse r-1I1(-' that pr 111leqes and 
protects the rdeology of the invrolabrhtv of indrvidual hberties ;inr1 noh:s It would appear 
that this liberal discourse forms thP basrs for many commonsense as well as academic 
understandings of democracy (Deeqan 1999. Reynolds 1999 Graham & Coetzee 
2002) The following two extracts from interview transcripts rliustrate this 

Extract 1 
I always hacl ,t //7,i/ ttotuocusc» ,s 1·.'1w11 vouve wit a free counuv free vote free [ ] 
you know? l tuit: /!1e \\'ilY I smv 1/ 

Extract 2 
II11111k its pPople //Jal you k1101\' iuiv«: tiien 01rn 11c;/1t, .nu! r:an P\I'rr:1sI-· f/1,,,, 110/1/s 
[ J you knew: t/1,1/ ttiov can feel f11°p /rl { ] ,n a cnntrnlleci ntmnsplrr•re tr, /i'' 1fllP tr­ 
speak their mI11r I dllCf be a hie to cfo am/ he a/Jle to ac/11eve //1111qs as •., ell An,.I w he 
a/Jle to receive 

Both of these extracts as well as other responses reveal a conceotron of cemocr ac , is 
mvolvinq the protection individual rrghts and freedoms - the abovernentioned drscourse 
of liberalrsm In this particular articulatron of participants rdeas concommq democracy 
we find tile existence of a srqniftcant rdeotoqical tension between the vaIc1ps espoused 
by a discourse of democracy for all. and the values embedded wittun a discourse of 
liberalism - c1 specific set of values concerning mdrvidua] rights and freedoms as Frsh 
( 1994) has pointed out 

Furthermore this liberal notion of democracy acts to reitv the concert de/1111119 It 111 
terms of ideahseo end products tc111q1ble outcomes and 111st1tut1011s (_) r.tallPv r ,s1c,c1, 
drscussInq th,c, res11lts of focus qroup stw,eys conc:ernrng dernorracy r or1u;1ctc-;J 111 1 c,c,2 
notes that r•!spondents rdec1s about denHicrc1cy also took 011 this form O Uallev 
11999 123) expl;1111s IJP111ocr ,1r:y w;1s w1dr-lv interpreted c1s tl1c c1ntur1vrn fr,r ;1r;irtlie1d 
It e11r:;1psulaterj th· opprisItP of ;1p;irth,,rrJ Partw1pz-rnts did rmt sr-1-' ,JPrnw: w \ ,1'.-' ci 

means. but ;in Plld not as ;1 prrJr;Pss tJ11t ;is ;1 sr>t rJf qoals c1cr·rJ111plrslir11pr1ts r;;sults 

As such delll()(.[;jr y w,1•; r n11st1,J1 t,,rj n11t ',1111ply ;JS :111 etilrr tlic1t ·:;n::l,j '!""· :•.e 1'1 ir:1I 
basis for the New SrH1th Af11c;111 •;ocrcty 1111 r:ontr;ist to ;11711tile1r1 '.-,rutl1 1\f111 ;1; t ·:,;is 
understood 111 tr>rrns rif tlw morf' tci11q1blP •;ry;1al IYlllllS ;rnd prartw;,s th,1! wo11ld st,•111 
from tile adopt1rJ11 /Jf tt11s r'til1r rr l MilllPy 1qcic11 l11terr,c;t111qly i )P(-CJ w 1 c,r,r" , ,tes cl'' 
IDASA survcv r_n11rJ11r tr•d 111 the VJ,,c;t,,111 r :;1pP 111 1 '.<Cii_i wl1r-1P tlw l1uI,. ,.; ,,.,;r1,,,,jP11t~ 
viewed rlernocr;ir"I ;is l)l()C:Pd111;1I rcitli»r !11;111 <;11t,c.t;rnt1vr, 111rJir;1t,rcr1 ;J l''S'·•hl .. "'1,t! 111 
r;OllllllOllSPtlSP I ill• j, 11st;rnrJ111q', r;f , Jr-rJJrJ' r ;ir•1 



S1gn1f1r:antlv however a more substantive conceptuahsanon finds symmetry and Is 
echoed 111 the illocuttons of white farmers a class of citizens often more acutely 
.dentrtied with r acialised oppression than other white South Africans As Deega11 
( 1999 7 4) argues If citizens [reqard] the substantive aspects of democracy to be 
important then their belief In democratic ciovemrnent could potentially lessen 1f they [fail] 
to gain material advantages White con.mer cral farmers, perceiving the security of therr 
social posItI011'; to he unde.r t111,,at coul.: thus make use of this substantive view of 
democracy - 111fluenr;ecl hv a l1b,:1 .rl d1scuurse of .noividual rights and liberues to put 
forward a ne(pt1ve attitude tow;mls rJernocracy 111 South Africa 

1.2. Democracy as "apartheid in reverse". 
This substantive view of democr,ir.y as end result (and the very antithesis of apartheid i 
Is seen from a slightly different perspective bv the parncipants 1n this study. as evident 
1n th,; following extracts wherein the respondents use the notion of 111cl1v1duc1I rights t<i 
cla1117 the mantel of victun 

Extract 3 
But I c/o foci that rnayhe Ifs ;us/ sotuetlutn; that's turned around from the past from 
ttie u/c/r:11 clays iron, you knosv when the \V/11/es were in power They 1verc 
suppre:,s1nq - rnayhe ynu c.ui r;a/1 1t. to use a /1arcl word - s11ppressf/1(] tlu: hlar:ks 111 
certain ,vays I tho11ql1t t/1at ,vas wwnq All(/ I c/o feel that we. alte111at1vely now as 
.viute: <1/f: nr:11111 suppresv:cl 

Extract 4 
I went tr; say I /1ac/ a part fll n/Jartl11.·1rl cl111111g my Ide. I r111ght still IJVe ttint way hut rny 
granclc/11/c/ren tt us! ar8 runn1nu .u cn uu! here 1/Jc/11 t tiuve a11ytl11ng to ao w1t/1 ,t Anc/ 
ttiey are /Je1nu pu111shed So apc1rtlie1cf 1s. ttu: way I see ii. 1s ;ust so111et/1111c1 thats 
/Jeen tiu neit arouncl 

This reverse apartheid discourse Is contrasted with the liberal discourse of 111d1v1rJua1 
nqhts and freedoms and Is used as a basis for the negative and pessmust«­ 
articulatrons concerning democracy 111 contemporary South Africa Thus. respondents 
rhetoncauy assert that dernocrar;y 1s not bernq properly implemented by the new state 
Such arguments provide ideoloqrcal support for lingering racist attitudes as 
respondents argue that they are being ciscnrninated against These articulations anrj 
the use of the 1deolog1cal notions of 1ndhmJual nghts and freedoms are used to pos1t1011 
sub1er.tc, as a currentl·; d1sadvantaqed sector of the population. un1ustly persecuted du,, 
to rJianges 1nst1tute,J unrler the new pol1t1cal d1spensat1on 

1h1s d1sr;urs1 ,e ,;ons:ruct1rJn of srJc1al and pol1t1cal 1de11t1ty entrerH:tH:s r1ot1ons rif 11:, 
1ersus t11em and 1n :;o rJ01nrd prrivrdes barriers to real r;hange 111 tliat 1t s11pprJrts .i 
particular manner of sub1er;t pusItI0111ng with respect to notions of c1t11ensh1p Deeq;i11 
1 199':J 731 argues tnat c1t1zensh1p implies the bestowal of certain nghts and duties L1po11 
the 1nd111dual and as such the good citizen will acknowledge and abide by tt1,., 
conventions and expectations of his or her society This qoes hand 1n hand with 1clr,as 
concerning go,e,nrner1tc1I resprJns1b1l1t1es I Deegan 19991 towards cIt1n,ns a11,1 110tI(l11s 
concerning the leqrt1rnacy cA a pol1t1caI d1spensat1on The perce,v;-;cJ l;-;q1t11nacy ,,f .i 

democrar:'/ therefore ·JqJends uprJn whetlier or not r:ItIzens feel that they ;rn· 11dt111q ,1 
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fair deal out of 11 whether or not the government Is treilt1nq tlir,rn eq111ti11Jlv illld Is 
responsible to them. aware of their interests and rnsprres co11f1cJ,,11,r• ·11 ts eff·r.,1cy illlrl 
the rule of law (Deeqan 19<J9. Reynolds 199SJ1 

Articulations In which respondents claim unf.ur d1sc11r11111:1t1,,r' ,rnd 11eqatIv, · 
consequences to the process of democratisation display votes of 110 uH1+1de1ice 111 tti,: 
political system. precisely because of the failure of democr;icy to rk-I1,d s1il,st1nt1·,e 
returns Yet farmers are perhaps not alone 111 !hrs attitude Responsc-,s to an IUAS/, 
Democracy Index survey 111 2002 suggest that many citrzens 111 the countrv ar,cnrd the 
governrnent only theoretical legitimacy I Fr1erl1niln. 2002 231 wh,_:rebv the go ,ecr1rne1 ,1 
rs accorded the nqht to make b1nd111g decrsions but 1mJ1v1duc1ls clo not teel any 
necessary compulsion to obey them (Fnedrnan 20021 For the group of fiJrrners 
partrcipatmq in this study. perceptions of the illeg1tirnacy of the qovernrnen: re,nf0rce ttw 
expression of a discourse of difference a11 apartheid drscou.se of race culture­ 
separateness and irreconcilable difference 

Extrilct 5 
I see democracy ns. let, say n country 1vrtl1 r/rfferPnl p//1111<: wnur1; nf l'"np/r, tfnt 
has to hok! a11 electron a Inn one to put a gnvnrnment 111 , iff1ce t,, toe» after 
everyone ·s rnterests mrnonty g,011/JS as 1·.-e/1 as ma;o11/y qtoutvs Not ;ust toico •i1111as 
clown people's ttuont» - whether its n lanquaqe that you /Javr, to speak r 11/J 
somottunq //Ji)/ you linv« to do In ot/1nr wonts. each 9ro1111 ,s entttle«! tn t/1011 n.-.,, - 
what do you call rt ' - cultttt c. or 1vay of ltvini]. 11q/1f? 

Extract 6 
Id like to phone 111 on thes1' p/1,1111.'-1/I 11rnc1ra111n,es t,r,c,wse I Sily t1,c11 Af11Kdd'lS 1,as 
been qtven /hr.• m1!1t tn 11111 t/11111 m:n 1,11/Jn an,f t/JP\ ,·an c/o ::hit tli,0y /;/.n ar>! /l;P_\ 
can retn111 1/Jerr n1:11 r:ul/wr' We 111 //11• l:nc7/rsl1 ·,:·e ,111' sul,/Pc/11(/ ru /.J/a,·/.<: r,11J1;,r1c 
the rarJ,o stat1"11' 7f,r,y r/nnt speak 1/1•.11 Fnc;l1s/1 /1/,e •,\'" S/'Pilh Fnc;/1,si, [ j ·,nu 
know those snrt., , ,/ thr1111, tWJ/1}' mr· /11·,:nusP I fpp/ rn trm" !/Jal,, oc1111c: fr, 11·1-Jk 

down { JI s,1y rf rt, r;ot /() /Je lilw that .,1111; q1ve tlwm tl1err ,w:11 starrons /er '/JP/II 
run theJr m:•11 fl'"•llilmm,,, as they ·"" 111nn111c1 nm: Lr•/ us 1·.'111tc, :1/<•1 !1", e 
somcthrnc; thnt ,,,/;i 11, , ,w ,:11lt11re 

In thesp two ,•xtr;i, tc; wr- su• th,, s11tJIp·:ts dr:1w111q ')17 11ot1ons , f ,_;,_,itwai :',l•_,,3l1S'l 
which shoulrJ h" 1rleol"q1ec1lly d1stir1qu1shro·I f1D111 tt1P et/11c of 11,,1lk.1lt11ral1s111 
pncompasspd t,v , I, ·;is ,,11,:/1 :is tt1,, l,;i,,1how N,1t1crn l hP latter sep, s f,,c.;t," 'll' 

ideology that ,,mt,1,11:r's d1vr11sIty ;md tul"r:ince 111 wl11ch people fror:1 d1vergf·11t -;rx1c1I 
cultur:il illld pol1t1r :11 t1:id1tHJ11s can tow•thPr fr·r•I pill! of il new and un1f1ed 11atIun l ht· 
formAr howr•v,,, •.,·,·ks t,1 r,• ,-st;11Jl1sh nr,t1rn1c, (lf d1,t111ct11ec;s l1P;11ke11111q Da• kt,, '.11•· 
c1pc1rthP1d d11r;t1111, • 11f ';Pp;Ji ;1t,0 dPVPlrip11F'llt f li1c; co11st1tutPS ,lll r tiq;w/p t, t1 , · 
r!Pvelor111e11t r)f ;JI) ,•tl)n'; llf ,j,•1110,r;ir \/ dS ,t illw:t1;1t1•s cl tPildP17Cy tr, S(-P ,J1ftp,,,11, f• ,l' 
a fhfp;.]f r-Jnd fti l1•',ll1;t flr)llfl';li ~:,pil':i·" l'l 11Hl'-.,t•1)'Ji>f)/P ifr1t=---rit1LHl >[1(·.}.l! T, 1,, 

F~eynr1ltls 11q'l'11, 11!,·11c1 f,,1 , 111JS(l/1,L1t, .. 1 •1•·111,,, r:i, y Li, 111,-s.-. f.11111,-,,, ,1,·111,,. 1.1,, 
only r.onstIt11t1rJ1,.1II, ,•11t,,,,,, h,,,j ;,111",(;t 1, 11".l 1t·1t1,rf111:1II, .'.'·•I•·', l I ·-1.', I 

hPhilVlillJlillly Jllll1 11 ,, ·•f 



versus tli,:111 ! biacks ano govu:1:111;11\ 1 1\11 apparent ar.t of racial solidarrty wr\11 the 
wtute male researcher - who rs assumed to empathise wrth these rdeoloqical views by 
virtue of being c1 member of the same racial qroup - this rs also a classic example of the 
use of discourses of Other (R1cv11ns 19SJ7; which are often (11 not always) to be found 
at the basis of prejudice and racism The rhotorical social practice of constructinq the 
external , sacral Other can bl: descrrtierJ as the reference to ·all people the St!lf 
perceives as mildly or rad really rJrtterent I f\rggrns 1 !JSJ7 3 I f-urtl1errnore R1m1111s 
,. 1997 41 writes Self and external CJtt1er mav be understood as uruque rndrvrduals ( I 
and You: or as collect.v.t.es that clrE·, thouqnt to share s11111lar characteristics (We and 
They1 

In this sense the practice of Otherinq forms an integral part of the processes of 
prejudice as rt involves the perception and posrtrorunq 1n discourse of · different" social 
groups 111 terms of this study one of the focal points of this analysis tends to fall on the 
ways 111 whrch the racial Other trJ the white partrcipants rs spoken of 1n assocrauon w1tt1 
the .rnplernemat.or- of democracy and the part.crpants 11egat1ve perceptions thereof 
V/hat ernerqes 1s thc11 the crmstruct1rn1 rif the racial Other as a vengeful and 
persecutory entity responsible for the systematic implementation of reverse apartheid 
discnrn.nation 

fhe above extracts ulust: at(: tlw, rJ1srnrs1·1e mar10euv11119 through the creauon ot 
ideoloqrcal boundanes between their constructeo subject positrons arid the Other 
based upon notions of racial and by extension cultural difference It rs argued 
however that these aruculatrons of preiucJ1n: do not stem solely from a11 openly bigoted 
ideology of racial suponontv but are instead the result of a defensive subject positromnq 
that 1s born out of the rdeoloqn.al tension created by the widespread adoption of liberal 
democracy which must needs require the disrnantlmq of mdividual privilege and the 
ideology of racial segregation 

1.3. Things are worse for farmers. 
Another element of th" responrJ,:11\s pf:s·,11111sm appears to derive from the fa,;t th,it 
farmers utilise a discourse of tw1rirJ syste1nat1cally d1sadvantaq(ed a11d worse uff 
lnterv.ewees argu1ne11ts mah, us;: of cr111r:rde Illustrations to prove just how much 
worse off tney are now as opposed to the past At the same tune however there 1s a 
reticence around how pr1·11le,y.,cJ t11ey wer;; 111 the past For the l11strny of twe11t1Hh 
century South African cornmerr.ra! aqnculture rs the history of state 1nterve11t1011 anc1 
support I Jee·1es & 1,111sh 199 7 I This att1t11de reflects what King (2001) refers to c1s 
dysconsc:1ous racisrn K1nq 121)(] 1 2961 cH'J11es that dysconsc1uus11ess 1s a11 urir:11t1r:,~I 
hat,,t 0f rrnnd that I istif1es 111c,r1111\y a11cl ,.:xplrnta\1011 by acr:ept111g ttH, ;,x1:,t11HJ orrJc:r , ,t 
things as a g1vt:11 Ir, this v1ay dysco11sr;10us racism · tacitly accepts du1rn11a11t white, 
norms and privileges I King 21Jl) 1 :.:'97 1 As such respondents do not view dernocrat1r. 
changes as an attempt to redress past 111equal1ty but 111s\ead seE, them as an assa1ilt 
upcr1 tlie uncr1t1call/ acceptccJ 1101ms of state support for white crnnr11e1c1al ac1ricult1J1•· 
that nere for a lomJ time the: corm:rstow; rJf la11ded white South Afr1c;111 society 

RhetrA1r~al points ra1s,;cl tJy tt1ese ~ 1ml !JI argurne11ts 111clude the collapst, ut 
,nfrastri;cture t11eft uf stock prutil,.:rns with safety and seu111ty lal,rn11 laws att111n.1t1v'' 
ar;\1011 lar;~ of suhs1rJ1>c:c; 1r11pu1t111r1 r,f fore1yn agricultural produce 111c:reasecl r11111111L_J 
costs :inrJ ,j;;crease,J r1,~rnan'I fur prod,,-:., Tr1,s litany of local1Lecl cu11r:erns may hav,· d 



degree of validity to them. as they Illustrate some of the failures of government 
particularly at provincial level - to ma111ta111 rnfrastructure a11d basic services 
Notwithstanding their factual accuracy 11 Is less the ;ir41mw11ts tiF"'nsc·l'1c·s tt an t11e 
ideological uses to which these arqurnents are deployed that c1re ()f analvtic interest 
here 

For example af/11 mative actIO11 and employme11t equity Is s,,eI1 as bf·111q d1sr 1II111natoI ·1 
- again calling upon discourses of l1he1al1sm as 1·1pll c1s the ;~/1t11e111e1 ,t,O11,,,J ,e ,erse 
apartheid· discourse Labour laws are smularty viewed as ler11slc1t1u11 that IF1s bee" 
"forced" upon a sector of the population unable I rather than u11w1ll1ng I to corn ply 
thereby "showinq up· the government as being undernocratrc and p,e111·l1uc1I t0 white 
agrarian mterests This has resulted 111 farmers havuiq to th111 out tl1e1r labour force 
mcreasmq unemployment. which 111 turn increases cnme The respondents articulate a 
keen sense of the social ecology of their locahtv wherein crime becomes the event.ia: 
by-product of the dismantling of white privilege S11111laily the new waqe system fur far111 
workers 1s described as exacerbating racial tension. precisely due to retrenchments 
/ lowever possibly the larqest and most contentious issue for respond=us ,s tha: cf 111".: 
reform 

Extract 7 
Tlu: bincks he/,f'V'' 1/ s tlioir 11q/1/ to f,1/..1· /1ar:I, tiut I m, ,;i,, ,\ /1,1 I1:ucl r. ,, u,,, ,., r.111n, 
We've all workr'1/ vety iuuc: l\'r> u> st,// 1·:nrkrn,7 /1au/ 111st tn 1-,,.,.,, "Ii' 1,. 'd1 /• 1/1n, ,. 

water So 1ve ·vc taken nntli111c1 lt otn rw/)()r/_v Wr' r1ar,/ fr 11 :\ l1c1/ 1: r, . " ,:, ,, ~. ' n1,-:1r 

ti's not democt ettc In t.it«: i/1)()/f)er i"'rsnn s life rt s 11nt 1/0m, 11·1,11,, · 1,, :. mt 1,, r,,;., 
iuioilun persun <; r1l:11.·1, 

Extract 8 
The Laf11I AffilllS (1/l•r1:11/111r0ntj ate ffl(P/('Stec/ If) i)UV/1)() lip //)(• ,71n11n,/ JI);] , '"'a:"' 
pockets of lnnr/ huv«: ootu: 11/1 frJt //1at t easoi, Vo11 /..nm\' ttu:v arr· ceit.r.: •t;,0, 
nqht« f ] You knnw untottuontct, I\ e are 111 the rmcfdlP of /ll/S 1\ hole r'rocess ,mcf at 
//)Is sf,)(/P I cant see l/1a/. you know tlwte s C/()/ng to he too 111uch posit,\ P ,r,m,ng 
011/ of ti Rr,r::iw:i, /111• r1erJp/€' /lint /1:ive !J,,,,11 91vr>n allocr1/er/ t/1r· /:Jwf .ll•' 11,·,~ 
f.'!/llif!{)f'(/ /O /llll1/11,:,• /IJ //1,)/;1' If VliJ/J/1• /iJI(/ //IP //)!)/IP', 1/J;J/ /l)P\ If-' 1/1''/I(';;" ')/; •1n, 

In:;/ 

I (Hld rPfor,n Uirt•;1t,•n'-) tl1t•1r cl':-.;<~r:t<; '.lfl'l l'--s ~(•(•fl dS a v1;1stE~ r1f l))(H1t·v 1r1 tr1a'. !'It-' t, il' ~ 

pr,as;rntry ;111· fln! , 1111•;1d,,11'd ;1IJI•· to f:11111 1;u111111,,1cially f t11111,·1111, ,, :II•' 1efv,·1 
process ,s 11,,t IH·111q ·lnrH, ,,fir, 1,·11tlv l lw; pnsrtron d1;1ws st1uI1qly :111 1,1,,-1.11 ,J,, ,,, ,. 

r;o11ce111Inq till' :;;i111t1ty of 111il1v1rfu:1I prop,"rty I' rs v•,ry s1rn1lc11 tn th•: ,1,111 'lf :1Iq11111Pnt, 
,Hld exr:li1s1rn1,11y rl1s1·111c;1ve p1;ictIu,s 1dP11t1f1e1J t,y [)1xoll I1 '1S,i 1 111 hrs •,111,1, 111 tl1'· 11· ,ut 
flay res1d,·11tc; 11•c;111J11Sf"; to t11,, f'lllPl/l•'ll':fc' of 111frl1111c1I SPttle111P11tc; 111, l11s,, 1,1,,x,11',1, t 
tlie11 ho111Ps l11d1v1du:1ls ,li'! ;11,r,orrJ,;rJ tllf, 111v1r,lable 11qht t,J 1•11,·111- I·, 1,,,•ty L,, •h, 

1;tate yPt th•· vPry s,1111,, <;t:1tP 1•; tl11•J,1te1111111 tl1e s;mr:trty of tlw; 1;1111 •·rt, 111 I 1lw; 1,,1i • 
i[J1xn11. tCi'.17) 111 tlw, w:1y It ,s p11·11sely !'1•· 1,:11tIrI1,:rnt<; ct,11'"'' •.,r ,,,,,, ,r" t 
l1/Je1,1l1s111 th;1t 111;1h", rt 1l1,··trn11.:1lly poss1/JIP fllr tl,.·111 1• !1:111,., !i1,·11: ,., ,·: • ,,11 ,i •,. 

ti;rnsfu1111at1r111 Ill''' ,,ss :is revusP d1sc11111111;1t1rn1 

111 order to L11ldP1<;t llHI 111,, 11atu1e nf till', cj1s1 ,JISl'JP 1l1if·'l1"7:1 l''l''.···1 :11•'. :, l.'. II ,,1 t• .. 

de111or:1;1,·y ;1•: l"V"ISf' ;1p;irtl1P1rJ rJ1s1:,1,11s" ;i•·, wr•II ,is :1 I:ir.Ic;1 111,,,,I,,q, •,,, 



these events as unjust aml unde.mocrat«: persecution of whrte farmers This rs further 
supported by what Vari D1Ik I 1 (Jfl i '.J 11 character rscs as one of the most stereotypical 
moves used 1n prejudiced talk which usually contains a general denial of (ones own) 
negative optruons about ethnic groups followed by a negative opiruon " This apparent 
denial and negation of their racist attitudes serves (at least 111 the minds of the 
mterviewees I to Iustrfy their 111d1911at1un at their perceived persecution Simultaneously 
such utterances attempt to draw distincnons between statements perfonnrng particular 
.deoloqical and posrtrorunq functions and statements which are merely descriptrve 
(Potter 19061 In tlus case. 1t,sponrJents are usmq the disavowal of their preIud1cecl 
subject pos1t1or1s to attempt to construct their perceptions as · objectivelv true 
descnpnons of the way things are 

Extract SJ 
Im of t/1,,, olc/ scfwol :;u cr,rta//1/y c/1a11ye /1as Ileen very clrffrcult tu accept [ J 
Because vou knov. m-e vc !JICW.11 up that V/ay Its unfortunate that we drc/ grow up 
t/Jat .vay We v.et c f>1c1111wasliecf t,Ju to a certain extent To a larye cfeyree you 
k110,'1 the r.cnnmututn-: tliut ,·;e lived 111. tlu: p,:uple that weve grown up with u111. 1/ s 
Just been like tliat So I don t feel Ive yot myself to blame for that [. J Ive never 
been a /1arcf-llf1er Ive never /Jeen a 11yhl-1'1111uer or any of that type of thint], bu: 
certainly as thinc;s are somd1rrws I yet vury .intt- anti-black Ancl I can tell you 
that straight bccnu:«: 1/ s. yrJu know there are certain tinnqs that are Just not 
acccpta/Jle ancf 1/::; always - unfortunately when there are utieccepieble things - ii 
revolves ntrnnu! ttie blacks 

Extract SJ above rs a perte.t ic,xernplar of the manner 1n which partrcipants 
d /SUJ11sr:,uus:1ess of the rnach111at1011s underprnrnng their past positrons of 
pr1v1lerJi, prevents the 1deolog1cal reconciuatron between the proverbial · omelettes 
and eggs of .ndivrdual rrghts versus the rights of all The expression of this conflict rs 
rnade abundantly clear especially 1f we consider that the same participant spoke of 
rJe1nocracy the abrhty tu act out ones rights 111 Extract 2 - a particularly clear 
expression of democracy 111 terms of l1bercil values Yet there rs more to this than 
sunplv an unwillmqnes s to accept the changes 111 the status ciuo that are the e11d 
result of aprily1ng liberal democracy universally 

fiiere ,s also an attr,rnpt to construct a suliiect positron of r1glrh,rnisly 111drri11a11t 
·11ct1rn tt1rough the active disavowal of b0t11 the partrcrpants own preIud1ce and 
culpability for the past pol1t1cal dispensation where this disavowal of preIud1u, 
includes an attempt to divert atteI1tIon from issues of race to focus more on the 
S,Jbstant1 ii:: 11·11m; co•1d1t1or1s experienced by farmers In Extract 10 the riart1upa11t 
pos1t1rms !,1mself as a muri:: or less pciss1-1e product of the social arid pol1trr:;il 
circumstances 111 wlwJ1 lie grew up arid wh1cl1 Ile as a mere 111d1v1dual aq,;I1t l1ad 
rand indeecl strll has1 110 power to alter Tt11s open denral of respo11s1brl1ty and die, 
1cle11t1f1cat1rJn v11tli tric: system uf /,parthe1rJ 1s however a Sllfll:rf1ual 1twtrJ11r c1I 
straterJ; sho,·m b'f tt,e partIcIpar1t s trcinsf._:r ut respo11s1brlity frrJlll tilt: ri(:s1q11;it1or1 , ,f 
111-grour) rne1nbersil1p 1 :,;: ,ver,s IJ0111q suppress1•;e i to a rnore I1eutrc1I drHJ d1"ot;111, ,·d 
c;oller:t111ty, tile Wlut,:, weree h,,111rJ sIIppress1•fr 1 

Vlt1at tr11s illllOllllb to rs a dde11s1,,e rausm a reactionary backlash p,,rpet11at1IIq 
preIud1ced wa;s of talf that r_J'Jes har,d 111 l1and with tl1e constructed sut1Iect pusItIu11 



of vrctrm Ihat this reaction takes the form of prejudiced w;:iys of r onstn 1ct:rig thc, 
racial 'other Is not too surpnsrnq seeing as at least 111 tlus sector of the pop11lc1t1011 
racial modes of thinkrnq have lorHJ tJeen ;rn au:optecJ rl1sr:111s1ve tr:1C11t1cm Thec;f­ 
attrtudes are perhaps rernforced by ( not necessar lly accur ate I perceptions r f 
governmental reform strategies as entrenching racial and class divides and thus 
gIvIng credence to those who think 111 racia: terms I Uesilr. 200ll :l-4 1 

1.4. The old days were better. 
There Is a wistful longing for the old days 111 which trnnqs were better ;i cororual 
farming lifestyle with c1 subservient cind cheap workforce tavou-able state .nterventrons 
and the benevolent patnarcha] frlrrner VJe arque tint this ,fr;r:u1s1,e posrt.cn Is a 
corollary to Fanon s rdea of the oppressed consciousness of thP colorused Ii '" the 
oppressive consciousness of the coloniser The colorusation of th": n und rs mc1n1fested 
111 a manner 111 wluct: a people s history Is denred and they are made to feel 111fer1or and 
incapable of challer1lJIIHJ the colonial power (Ahluwc1l1;i 2ll01 411 In the sc1rn0 wav the 
consciousness of the oppressor must be shaped by the coioruat rlrscourse t0 iusntv and 
mamtain white pr1v1lege and liberty wlulst dP11y111g black history. rrghts ;ind humanity 

Ahluwalia (2001 40411 citing Fanon arques A necessary part of coloruahsm Is that the 
colonisers problematrse the culture and the very being of the colonised and the iatter 
come to accept tl1e supremacv of the white r11c1r1 s values And Just as th,, cc;i'Jr,rsed 
needs to be liberated from this. so does the coloniser Ahluwalia 12001 411 states that 
111 Fanon s view for this to occur - for both the colonised and the coloniser to reach a 
more equitable and liberated state of being. for society to be restructured - ,t ,s 1101 
enough that the colorual power be defeated A new consciousness that Is part of tne 
national culture Is required · F anon 11979 231 I writes Both must turn their backs en 
the inhuman voices winch were those c,f their respective ar1cestors 111 order triat 
authentic cornmu-ucat.on be possible 

However this l1bpr;it1or1 of tlH· r.:onsr iousness 0f the pcist opprPssor PJllt1nd1pri 11·1 t1,1s 
case by the white farrner does not seem to have l1appe11ed theret. 1 9' ,I1H.J rrr0,jP1 re 
to Kings (2001 i 1d,?;1s c:onr:PrnI11q dvsu111sc1011s racism r or recourse to ;i !1ber.ciI 
discourse about rrqht,, ;111d f11•1,<for11s ;is [l,xon I 1'.JC/7I suggests dor~-s •10• prH lurf,, the 
poss1b1l1ty of e<JllrJS IJ1I ,•11tl1 ,1 r.frscourse :Jf rc1r:1al segregat1un ar10 sune1,01It1 11,,s 
·colonial d1scoursr, ;rnd nost;~lq1c construr:t1on of the pcist car1 be clearly drscerncrf !!1 

the follow111g Pxtr.ir:ts 

Extract 10 
Ac1 I {)lf'illl 111 /111· 11/1/1•11 d,11•.'; - 1·.c/1,•11 I ,'.ii'< v•i1111q1:r l":/re11 your 111•111'"'' us,,,/ r, 
u1111r> to you you 11s1:,/ to lw/11 f/1e111 vnu user/ tn (II)( / \l!IJ r:r)IJlrf r'/1,i! tn i:1•1· 
a11nf/1er and />11/ /11Jl': you 1-,111 t T/1,,1· 11· •.111/ ,,I s;1, 1/0171:111r/Jnr1 f J /In,'/ ,-J 1'1,,1,s,, 
lw/Jeve 111 f/1,, nl<I 1/:1v•; /111• /H''1/>/P f/11· f'l'"f>/r· 1,r1 r/1r· f,111w: "V'''' ,f 111,•, ,:ca!·.• 111 • 

/l)[J('/i /lilY /111•1 /1.11! I II/ii"/) /ll·f/1•1 /if,, 

Fxtract 11 
Lnrl,r_ir t1n1;)s tl11, 11, ,,/"'' 1/(Jf /,•·;'; ,·, ,,a/,Jf·,, t,11r 1,,. 11,1t 1111)/1• 1r1 rt1, •. ,,,, 

r~/()ff1ns. s//()es. /11111·:lf1,1 ,1// r/J1J'~r· rt11n1r, /1/i ;_1/(1',1 t/J .. ·:Hr, ff ,,,11, ,d ,ri", 1,. 1: 1 

sic/<.. I tool<. nr_v ,·1•/11, /,, ,JIit/ 1/rnvr· l111n 111 / /1111,u•1!i /111 1,-,11 .,,,,1 ; ,11 
1rilat1nnsl11p lnf/1 f/1,,r,1 f/;1·,· ·,r•,·.,1nt !11.:.1 :_,,,,;. 11;,,11 11,. '), ·, 



~vrirk l1,.·1e 111 86 Sties ;;een 111/ :,1,11\ rJlrn:• 11/J Nov: I 1111:an. If tiu:«: \\'.J:; a /Jar! 
relc1/1u11st11;1 IJ1:/;c eF:11 11:,; <t «. :. r!/1/,/11 I /1,1•:1· ·,/,1y,:d 

lxtract 12 
I tiect fc1m1/l'-:'i here that h<11/ .J /,,t ,,f ,,t/1,•r /H:'J/J/i: /Jv111c; 1v1//1 f/10111 c111,J ivluct, /Jae/ 
yu1111c; c/11/clre11 Triev 1·11J11/d r;/)1111: ,,11;, Saturday ancl s1veep ttu: y;11,I at 110 ·111oersc 
c/1arqe The cintttren r1ut s,ve1--:t·; i//1(/ 1.11u/c/1111k Ami I (/1c/11 t /,ave to call /110111 lo 
come and tlo ,t - they cilrl ,t /Jer·i/11.'.,: f/1ny wtnnet! tu ,t they could, you know get 
coolc/1111k or oet sweets Those tvri,, of /l1111r1s Nov. /n, not allmvecl to use t/1&111 

A key feature of attempts to recrmslrur.t an «Iylhr. representation of the way things used 
to be Is that they plainly ignore th,-' tar.t that the past pohtrcal dispensatron allowed such 
circumstances to develop precisely because of the gross exploitatron and oppression of 
rural black South African labour power - where even underage labour was used for the 
purposes of constructing the physical features of this idealised facade Ihere Is even 
the attempt to construct the r11ral black South African labourer as a willing participant 1n 
tne maintenance of this colon.al t:,,q111: systelll of oppression Now however there Is 
ttie qovernmentally enforcer! crJ111rJ11I,,Iu11 tu alter these c.rcumstances and to sacrifice 
their fr(:edorn to en JO'/ the standard of II 1I1FJ that these farmers consti uct as a right 
earned through their O\'.'/J hard labour 

V/hat Is more such attempts at re:construr:t111g a better past yo further than expressing a 
nostalq«. rrnuruscence for tiH, past l hese accounts also assert that then: has indeed 
been some sort of substann.il .not t,J r11t,ntI011 neqatrve) change 111 both the relatronshrp 
between farmers and their labourers as well as In the hvinq conditrons In the rural 
areas The attempt 1s made to argue that circumstances for farmers have been 
substantially reduced and irrevocably altered for the worse by the process of 
democratrsation This further illustrates (for the farmers themselves. as well as for 
outside observers) the manner 111 wluch a supposedly liberal democratic system has 
failed to protect the rights and freedoms of a particular sector of society 

Yet It must at the same time be borm, 111 nund that the above ways of speaking about 
denocr acy could very well be illust1 atIve of the manner 111 which farmers are expressin(J 
their sub1ect1ve posIt1orrn1g in response to the 1rnplementat1on of governmental pol1c1es 
that are not necessarily l1bercil In anrJ of t11emselves (and land reform and att1rrnat1v1, 
actI011 lt;g1slat1or1 are 111deed exalllples uf such pol1c1es1 but which havl, b,,e11 1r1st1tuted 
111 orcJer to bring about an equitable soc1dy 111 the long terlll l1s such crItIques of these 
pol1c,es frcJlll a liberal persper:tIve arc, perfectly valid and u11derst2rndable f urther 
research Is required 111 this regard tu exar11111e the manners 111 which such cr1t1qL1es a1e 
marJe drawing upon outmoded forrns 0f d1scurs1ve practice and I acist talk fur what 
·.vould tJe occurring In such a sItuat1or1 would be a more nuanced use of r ac1al rnodes of 
speak 1119 1 as an available d1scurs1ve repert1JIre I to frame possibly leg1t1111ate grievances 

1.5. Things are worse for the people, too. 
A related argument amongst those who view democracy negatively Is that the people 
themselves are also ,·1orse uff Participants argue that rnany of the democratic reforms 
have neqat1vely affecte:d the rwal poor who make up their wurkforu: l tie sarne 
,nstanr:es used to argue that tht:'( as farmers are worse off_ are cited cis evidence hc>1,· 
l dtJr,ur laNs supp'JSE.:cll/ r11dk.f: :t 1111r,,,s~1bl'cc tu provide elllploy117e11t for ,~s 111,rny pcorrl•· 
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as used to be possible in the past The farm wages leqislatron Is blamed as the cause 
for farmers having to retrench workers thereby mcreasinq rural unemployment and 
crime The manner of implementation of land reform over ,rnd above the, supposed 
black inability to farm productively - Is also said to make 1t extremely d1ff1cult for black 
farmers to produce anythinq other than subsistence needs to the rJc,tr111wnt "f both the 
people and the productive capacity of the land 

While critical questions can be posed of the plight of the rural poor 111 the rie:; pol1t1cal 
drspensatron the leg1t1macy of those forrnulatino such cntique needs to be examined i-s 
striking example of this Is to be tound 111 Extract 15. below In this case the part.cipant­ 
a farmer - discursively distances himself from his own interests referring to h.mself n 
the third person. whilst simultaneously 1dent1fy1ng In the first person with his workers In 
doing so. he creates the impression of concerned and leqitrmate cntrcrsrn of tne 
negative effects of new labour leqislatron because he has looked at the problem frcrn 
everybody s perspective 

Although possibly motivated by varying degrees of beniqn concern for the rural 
subaltern. this argument is used to perform cert.un functions It can be asked are the 
farmers speaking for the marqmahzed rural poor or rs this merely discursrve strategy for 
articulating and masking their critiques of democracy? If the latter. then the arg11n1e11t 
that "the people are worse off" rs put to the uteoloqrcal use of pr ovrr o that the 
indiqenous populace cannot govern as well as to show the cw·,ernment ur· as 
inefficient. uncanno and unresponsive To do this use 1s made of examples of what are 
perceived to be poor ( allCJ unfarrJ democrat«. government by blacks 

Extract 13 
If d's not 901119 lo r1n Z11n/Ja/Jll"' s l\ :n //:en if/I ail·.'<1yc- t»: a cfemocraq [3111 I mean 
hey Zimbebwe ,r lVf're c10111g to hr-• syr1111c1thetw tn:·inrcls Z1mf>alH\'P tl1P11 ·.,e,c nnt 
democrotic So //1,•11 Im afra,cl t/1,,11 l:·e re 111st totally autocratic An,/ :. P ;/rm I 
want to be that lvnv certn,nly 

Extract 14 
We are hnvttu; to _c1Ivr· II/! cintmn tlunus t/J.11 I mean lVP never 11s1•c/ tu h.i .> to 01,P 
up and 11/1 the /1/n,:ks flint h.ivr: /1n11r1l1t farms l/1nt are also r•mpln,,nq la!1,J111 .111- 

not s11t!JCr:fecl t() th.: Sil/111' l.nv»: /vnc! lo 111e t/Jal s not rlemor'/ilCV l\nrl ti» .. , re 11,,t 
c;ornc; to int t:«: tl ur«: bi.n.k c111v, to 1·nm11lv I 1·i111 ,111dr,mtce Y"ll 110/1/ no: 1/:,•·, ·:., ,,. r 
{ J /;11/ //1ey 1v1// fw, ,, 11-; f J 1·1•rta111/, 1/11·1 Ii' ,711111,; ,,, 'I"'' us" /1,ir,J 1,,11,· 

Whilst cr1t1qCJe uf ;i qo·wr11111t_•nt tl1c1t Is n,,t rJel1w,1111g Is lr)g1t1111at"' w1tl·ir1 11 1•·I1•1r_rc1! 
society - these k1nr!s of arqCJments are userl as ev1rle11cp for sppr 1f1c,1lly hl,ick 
gove111me11tal 111r:r11np('1f'lir:e l h1s r:ri11str1J1.tirw Is thH1 r0ntrast"rl •:J1tl0 !'1,· 1rjsc11I1se'1 
3pdr1hcid Pra in th~· s;ir1H ! k1r1' l of < :ol1Hl1t1I d1<;, /'1 If c-:,:.-.. c:h;u ;1r·tr·r llJ•rj t )',' :1 .l,''"··f 1_1! lnr1r~1r,q 

frir a bdtcr p;ist 

2. Democracy: "It should have happened a hundred years ago". 
111 contrast to t11e re11r:tIor1;11y p,•ssI1111s111 1if t11,, fll',t ri,01.1p nf cec;prHVlf•fl:·, th•·,, :11-1111, 
the younger pa1tir1pa11tc; (along with a fpw rilrfr,r n11,·sI r ;in t,,, ':,7,17, t• :1,1· f l', 
art1culat1ncJ whc1t 1111qi1t ;ippe,1I tCJ IJP rJ1;im,c,twal1v r,1,1·r,,.Hj f111wa1,j th11·h11r1 ··11,1°1 c:r' 



For these tanners th" rJer1eral outlook rs much more posrtive. although as wrll be 
suggested some of Uwrr crrtrques are based rn similar discourse and ideology 

2.1. Democracy is about rights and freedom. 
Once again defrnrtrons of democracy revolve around individual rights and freedoms, 
and as previously stated. democracy 1s positioned by these respondents as an end 
product of change rather than a means by whrch rt can be achieved (0 Malley, 1999) 
Therefore democracy rs seen to work in an idealistic sense There is however the 
admission of some rlrscrepancy rn the manner m whrch dernocracy is berng 
rmplernented 

Extract 15 
Anyone ts (tee to voice. ti u.n: mvn onuuous. to live tiieit /tfe the way tlutt they wist, to, 
to express tlrernsu/ves tlu: way tlwy wish to to ptuctsce ttieu rc/ruwn the way tl1cy 
w1s/1 to all w1t/1111 i1 sc1f,, structurccf couuttv witn a reasona/J/y uoocf c;ovcrnrncnt 

Extract 16 
Democracy 1s it eectoui to live a person s lite w1th111 the laws of 1/w country You 
know government for the people /Jy the people. No oppression In whictievet 
country you live 111. w/11c/1 1s a cfernocracy there 1s no oppression of one qroup by 
another It means er1ual1ty [ J Were all equal everyone livini] 111 a detuocrncy 1s 
equal 111 terms of c!tc;r11ty Its about human cltq111ty 

Extract 17 
But cfernocracy 1s not 111st a/Jou/ nc;hts Its a word that ts supposuct to mean tteeitom 
tu)! tl1at fre1,cfom rfu1:s11 t really mist So 1t s not 111st nqtn«, 1t s 1110/f: of an attt/11(/e 
!1ku rt:S/H·:U Respuct fur /!OOple ec,ually ~ skin colour doesn 't matter 

The discursrve occurrence taking place here rs also an attempt by partrcrpants to 
articulate theu experience of the rdeologrcal tension between the rrnplementatron of 
democracy and liberal values and ideology However. this repertoire differs from the first 
In that participants here seem able to reconcile this tension through the use of a more 
perrrussive mode of speaking that makes allowance for thrs conflict of interest 

Interestingly particrpants artrculatrng tlus second repertoire do not make use of attempts 
to disavow their past posmons of prrvrlege. but instead seem to recognise rt as a salient 
factor rn thP constrtutron of the ideoloq.cal conflict that they are experrencmq 

fhrs recog11It1on 111 turn allows for a number of things f· rrstly partrupants a1e able to 
reconcile the disparity between the rights of the rndrvidual versus the rights of all. 
thereby frP-ernrJ them up t0 articulate a more optrrrnstrc vrew of democracy Secondly 
partIc1par1ts 111 recoricrlrrirJ thrs tensrrm to sorne degrr,e ar(: r,nablcr.J to rh:vPlop ;i rnore 
sophrstrccited anc.J less substantively foc11sed def1nrt1ri11 of dr,1110,:1 ar:y I a11d thrs rs vrsrblc 
rn th,:rr Lil~ of attrturJ,.,,; "'JL1al1ty anrl d1rJ111ty as oppos;,rl tr, ;i 11H11,· 1,,strrr:te:rl frir.11s ,,11 
rights ar1rJ freedrJrnc,, 

As can be seen frorn thP extrar;ts ther,, rs a rierieral arireerm,nt v11tl1 the pr rnr;rplcs of 
dernocrac'/ as well dS tii,, 1111pl1crt rer:oqnrtron that l\p,irtlH,rrl w;is 11101,1lly w1ri11<J W1t11 
these responses drawrrFJ hedvrlv 011 the idea of 11gl1ts. ,.,,p1c1l1ty and t1,,r·rlo111 rt rs P,;isy 
to see that th•lrr 1llo,,ut1or1 111ar<e use uf a discourse of lrtlt:ralrsrn c1s cks<:11!Ji.,d lly llrxun 



( 1997) What Is more. this use of liberal discourse recognises the need for poutrcal and 
social change to have occwred and does not make use of the notion of indtvrdual rights 
to argue for the protection of white privilege /,t the same time there Is a denial of the 
priv1legerJ positions that partrrupants occupied 111 tile past vet 111 this I11stc111ce 1t Is not 
used to strateqically enable part.crpants to construct their pessrrmsm towards 
democracy as a 'leqitunate defensive reaction to a threat Instead this d1stanc1ng of the 
subject position from complrr.rty with the Apartheid re~1Ime Is ,Jravm .ipon to rhetorically 
support the transrtron towards democracy 

Extract 18 
Well I mean a lot of cluniqes tievo come from the old teqtme to the ne1v teqnne But. 
uh. ,t s/1011/cl iuive /1appenec/ a hundred years ago thats dial [ J If ,t hap11e11ed a 
hundu«! years uoo. wci! he ten times better off 11011• Because 1ve re at the thtiicutt 
stage nt tlw moment utu! I say the 1'!ord eoeiiheu: should have never been there 

Fxtract 19 
I've altviiys been free and haci ptivileqes The cheuqes rn the country heve meant 
having to rocoqtu:«: thet all people have the nght to these p11vileges and to equaldy 
Most 1wople nm\' /JaVP qot access to \\'hat lvt: hacl all alnnc1 All(/ /Jc1ve taken fnr 
qrantrNI For many clemocr3C} hes come too late But ,t has meant that Ive had to 
take noucc of other people as 0quals It also means that I hm,e /1acl to stinu: t/1e 
pnv1/eq1°s /'v1° tun! 

There Is also. amongst these participants the adnuss.on of sorne discrepancy ,n the 
manner In which democracy Is being implemented The tension between liberal ideology 
and substantive democracy Is not completely resolved and participants are thus 
required to construct explanations for their experience of this conflict In such a way as to 
create a subject posrtronmq that they believe Is commensurate with both their already 
expressed support for the irnplernentatton of democracy as well as the liberal values 
that thev !,ave espoused 111 order to do this participants draw or, a .irscursvo strategy 
that allows them to agree with democracy 111 principle yet cr.ncrse the manner of 
substantive implernentatron 

2.2. Dysfunctional democracy. 
Cr1t1r:,c;mc; rJf dcmor:rc1cy revolve aro mcJ the collapse of :11fr astru t11re sc1fE:tv and 
sec1J11ty ci11'l :t sort of qe11eral,sed anxiety concerr1Inq the pol1t1caI futu1e of the country 
Nrl rnr·r1tI011 Is 1nc1dP 111 thesP responses c1bout !lie worsening plicJl1t of fa1rners or c1 
dPl1bP1:1t,· revers:il of ;ipartl1e1d c11sr:r1rn,nat1011 l11stec1d these r11t1cIsms of the 
gover11111,·11t ;rnd l)f tl1,• prou·sses of chc1nqe seern to be prr0m1sed upon the 1rlea 11f 
f;1r11ier •; ti,·111q :ihlP to 111;i111t;iI11 the standard of life that they hc1ve be,:orne ar:customed 
ti) iq.1111 d1:iw11111 llpo11 l,tir·ral 1dP;1ls As long as this stawiard of life Is not 
subst;rnt,v,-,ly tl11e,ite11ecl rcs1,011de11ts clo not exprPSS mwl1 11squ1r:t regarding 
demor;1 ;~, y and d1;rnq1: ft11s Is couplr:d with ;:i qe111?rc1I sense of opt11rnsn1 such thc1t 
tl1,, c1Hr,.11t had ,;itu;itI011s ill" not v1•!V1Pd as ;rn une11d111g dow1°wc1rrJ su1rc1' but 111erely 
:1s part "I ;iI11J11r1IiI1111 tr;ms1t1,:r,tl pr,1111'1 111rHr· c1k1n t() (lM;1lleys 11·,r,c,; r:cr,~q,tI01: of 
dPrll<JrJ;j( V ZJ':, c1 ·p1r)rJ••..:,c.; 



lxtract ;;o 
Well I SII/J{Jr;s1· l/1l!111s 11111.st 'l'! r/rJ·:m l,f:fnrc 1101nc; II{) 

Extract 2 I 
Iii, 1J(!lll<J to tut«. tuu«. F111d111.1.1lly tl u : 111fr.1str11r:/11re: /1as fallen to pieces bu! I //1111/i 
,n /1111•-· ,1 '."II 11111/<i ii/J ,JCJd/11 IJ(:r:a11su c1ft1:r t!»: Brn:r 1v,111/ ,vas tho sarne Tlwre 1vas 
no 1nfrastwctur1: .u u! it was IJ//1/t up iiCJ,llll So I soe n future 111 1/w country Uh, we re 
/1()/ user/ to tl11s .,·, t,1:111c1 .vlntr: 11·e re /1(}/ 11s1:rl /() 1/ 1/'s cntticut! for us lo i/CCU/J/ 1/ 

This particular cl1sc1.irs1·1e pos1t1on1ncJ that allows participants to ideoloqrcatlv support 
democ-acy yet rnamtarn the conthctmq positron of being able to cnticrse the manner of 
its nnplernentanon l his positron differs substantially from the negative and pessinustic 
cntrcrsms of democracy articulated by participants uslflg the first repertoire Instead of 
constructing this cntique from a defensive posmorunq, participants here are attempting 
to develop a str ateqy to rationahse the process of change that incorporates the tension 
felt to exist between mdrvrdua] rights and the rights accorded to all. This, 1n tum. means 
that the opturusrn that partrcipants express 1s ameliorated to some degree allowing 
partrcrpants to reconcile the contradiction between their already expressed support for 
the durocrat1c ;rkal and the negative· impact that the process of democratisation has 
had on the substantive condrt.ons that cornpnse tl1f,1r accustomed standard of llv1ng 

2.3. "They" just need to adjust. 
However 1n try111g to account for the drsr.repancres between the ideal of democracy as 
constituted by a liberal discourse· and the reahties of poor governance and service 
delivery 1n the province racralrscd discourse are drawn upon to explain the transmon 
arirj the problems ':urrently being experienced However. this racist discourse cl!ffers 
from the apart11e1d and colonial discourses discussed above in that 1t does nut 
actively advocate a return to a better past where whites were 1n control Instead 1t 
operates on a more subtle level by 1mpl1c1tly reafflrrrnng white superiority 111 terms of 
intellect and qovernnental aptitude 

This unphcrt racism 111 the discourse mdicates the manner 1n which an ideology of white 
supenorrty and olack mtenonty has adapted to the changes that have occurred 1n post· 
apartheid South Atncan society and still informs white explanations and constructions 
of the black ()ther It allows part1r~1pants to prs.serve the old manner of s11b1Pcl 
pos1t10111r1g 1n terms of racial superiority by according them the opporturutv to r:011str1F.t 
their critiques of democracy from a positron that includes patrorusrnq attitudes and 
understandings of the new black government ArJ example of this 1s reflected 111 the 1r!Lec1 
that blacks are unable to cope with t11;1rHJ 1n fJOWer arid are therefore susr:ept1blt: tu 
corruption or tr1at they ar,c, still learning l10w to ')'Jvem and need whites to help tl1;:111 
Sucl1 fundarr.er1tc1II; 1deolr)g1,;al argu111,:r1ts ser1,: trJ rna111ta111 the pol1t1r:al 111,t to 111< ·r1t1or1 
mural and 11,klk,,tual sup,,r,orlt/ cJf v1l11k'; 

Extract 22 
(1::s 1/ .-.r,rks r/1·: ;cfeal oi r/r:1111".rucy It lid.': /rJ "'111/i It 11111st work B11/ 1/ (/()1::;11 t if 
people s1::ek tnr·1r m·,n ()iii/I May/Je r/1:111ocr,F.y r:,111 I work m prar:t1ce ,t /JL'U/Jilc 
beco111u corrupt :m(f weecfy It cfoes11 I wrJrk wlwn flf:O{Jle only use 1/ lo /ouk nf/i,r 
tl1ernsel.es [ JI clon I tfiln~. r/1:111ncr,11y 1s :·.rJ1/i11111111 South Afr1c:a Tlw 111'11• 11'1111111· 
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oppresses others as 1v0// I oont really k/JOI\' 1vhy 11,:1/1arls it « all the dnricw that 
has taken place all tlw sur/c/c/J "11wc/1/Jr>ss perl1a11s t/1ey c.u, t lnnr!/r, ,t 

Extract 23 
Sometimes I tl1111k they clnn't really know how to /1a11c/le the .s1t111t10/J cun!«: at tlu: 
moment T/1ey must stJ/1 atl;ust to If Anc/ thats the f')/1/Sr: flint vou >: ,, ttiet» 
They ve got a /onq way to go [ } ArJCI 1f more wtutes ;ust 1·. ant to /:dp tuen. 1,, ad;1"'·' 
it would go bctte! But some are still aqa1nst ctotnoct oc, so t/11:y u: nrt 1·. 1111110 l'.l /1°111 
ancl. you know tell them 'look 1vc th1/Jk If you do ttii; or 1•:1' t/1111/, If _1,111 ,In t!1.1t 

Tliey want to tell ttiern look. you mu«! ,Jo t/1;,t still ancf r/11·11 tile, 111,1,.t ,f,, 111.ir 
Ancl you know tliey were so far /Je/1111cf rn the past 1)(11·. they re' stanc/111,: up t,: ,r 
thin« And then they Just tl11nk well. 1 vete tJornq to oo 1t our way 

Whilst such expressions of a patrorusmqly superior posuroruno of whites 111 rel:cit10•1 18 
blacks 1n terms of qovernrnental competence I 1101 to mention mora rect1t'Jde 
rncorruptrbilitv and even intelhqence) seem to be more subtle express1cins of racsm 
than the critrcrsrns posed by the parncrpants that articulated the first re~,er101°e both 
types of expressions of racism stern from attempts to address the 1deo1ocwal cc· fuct 
experienced by participants rn terms of the tension between the ascnption to liberal 
ideology and the simultaneous adoption of democratic ideals Thus instead of the 
above extracts providmq examples of what Whillock & Slayden 1 19c15 I conce1vP of as 
expressions of subtle racism it 1s argued that all the expressions of rc1c1sm and 
prejudice articulated by the participants 111 this research -- both opturushc arid 
pessimistic - Illustrate two distinct rhetorical strategies for resolvmq what VJethuell & 
Potter ( 19921 have characterised as an ideoloqrcal conthct 

2.4. The future looks bright. 
Siqruticantly. panicipants are very sanguine abo 11 the future of the 11ext qenc;rat,nr1 
feeling that children growing up 111 the ciemocrat1c society will be more tolerant anr1 
accepting of Pach other This 1s contrasted with resrondents 01·m 'lpl1r111g111g anrJ 
relative difficulty 111 deal111q with ch,rnge It 1s 1nterest1ng to note, !licit t111s 11ot1nr1 11w1t't 
even be v1nd1cc1tPd s1rnrlv by looking at the c1ge characteristics of the t:10 rl1fferent sPts 
of respondents the older 1espo11de111s generallv be1n~1 rw,re 11Pqc1t1ve ,1t,out 
democracy and f1ndintJ 1t harder to cope 1deoloc11cally w11l1 r:hc111gc0 than tl1e ;o,Jrl{F"I 
ones 

Extract 2G 
I'm r;wte exr:1tr•c! for 111y 1'111/rlren :; f11t11re for r/1,111 scho, ii r-ar,,,,, /Jr·uwsr• 1, ,·. 1!/ ,,,, 
rar/";ally clrffer, •nr f1<J111 nw rn·. 11 fnr ', :111· ,u, /f'iJ.';r111s 11ncl I ,-:111 alr1•·1,I, ,;,,,, f/11, 
cl1anqe ff} f7)~ (I\_~ I/ /_'/)1/(/!f\{) ff()fn fl/I',',,'/~ i !}fi'\I, /J/I ()f ;•, 'J\ /)f1)/Jt}!Jt !,",r, 

Lxtrar:t 2 i 
ro, l/S I !1/fldfl ,r 1/,tf,,:ult {1) 1_11p1• :·.,ti! \'.fl.JI', (Jff,lf/1/ ,){! flut (1! 'Iv,;,••/, 'i'i,"< I,! 

(hr, Kl(/:; t//1'\ 11' <//<l'.'."111</ II/< l'.i//1 i/ /J«:·. 'f,ll //il'//1 If' '/•l<!I•/ I•/·•·, 

ll11s opt11111s.111 1,-11,., t,, tl11· ,,-y ,1,11,,1,·1,r 1• Let1·,,,,,11 tl11· h'1r1 11•!,·11,r,,t,t,,,. "'f·,111,•;r,,, 
1de1111f1Pd by tl;P ;JIJZ!lys1<-; ;11irl '-;11(),'J'; i,()// !111· ;1t,:l1t-, ,,f tiwc; s,-, <)11<1 'li'''d ,f ,1,1,•1, '['l',tS 
tO rP.(~C)flr!lf~ tti,• ldPr}l')ql< ;11 f'<1r)fllf't t~Pt\\'Pf•!") tllf• v:11111•~ t•!1f;1i1t•1j It', tt:f-• 'ili11·::1I I,,.:.,)' ,,f 
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different to that crb1tecl by the first qroup of p,1rt1r:1pants Instead of creatrnq a positron .n 
which tt1e partIc,par1t,; defer1s1v1-:ly r:011struct themselves as "victims· of a hvpocntir al 
and u11carIng rio 1e111rrn-:11t that Is :-,ystr3rnat1ccilly subjecnnq thern to unfair drscrinunauon 
.as Is act11ev,,d 111 tl1e first rcpe1to11e1 lie1e subjects are able to construct a more 
positrve notion of their own sor.ro pohtrcal status. and therefore are able to remain 
optmust«: about the tuture deve.opmont 0f th,__, country 

This second positron Is however las has been elucidated above) not one of unrnedratecJ 
optrrmsm Paruc.pants accounts strll reflect that their expenence of democratic change 
rs one of an observable decline 111 their standard of Irving and the material conditions of 
life rn the rural areas However these circumstances are put to the rhetorical use of 
pos.trorunq subjer.ts as martyrs who realise that there Is a need for a levelling of thF: 
playrnrJ fields as rt werf: Thus It rs possible for these participants to remain posrtive 
concerning the f,1ture uf the crn111try as they ca11 construe their negative experiences of 
democratic chance as a part of the process of actuevinq the necessary polrtrcal I and 
ideologrcali ideal of liberal democracy 

CONCLUSIONS. 
To conclude a brief review of the f1nd111gs of the research Responses to the mterview 
questions were divided 111!0 two broad categories each making distinctive use of 
different discourses to construct the subjects 111 a particular way and each subtly 
promoting a particular 1deolog1ec1I stance towards democracy 

The first category used the negative or pessirrustic discursive practices Responses rn 
this category adopt a substantive and liberal drscourse when defining the concept of 
democracy seernq rt primarily as an issue of sovereign mdivrdua: rights and pnv.Ieqes 
and arguing for the maintenance of these r1gr1ts Yet participants are simultaneously 
unable to manage the tensions that they experience exrstrnq between these two ideals - 
tensions between the protection of mdivrdual l1bert1es and nqhts. and the universal 
dernocratrc rights of all 

Th:s 1nab1l1t; to reconr;1le the contr a.Ircnons rJet.veen notions of democracy and liberal 
discourse forms the basis for cr111structInr1 a negative and r ar.rst account of democracy 
in South Afrrca The idea of 111cl111dual rrrJhts ancJ freedoms rs used tu l11rJl1l1ght tt1r: 
skewed manner 111 which respondents feel democracy has been 1rnplerne11ted 
prov1d1ng them wrth a justrtrcanon for feelrnq aqqneved at the orosron of their frlf1m,1 
pol1t1cal a11d to a lesser extent er:ononw: status As such rt rs used to construct ,lll 
account of democracy as an 1lleg1t1rnate reverse apartherd · In which the subiects (1 e 
white farrnersi are pos1troned as the vIctrrns Stereotypical strategies of pre1ud1c1al talk 
(Van Dijk 1987J are utrlrsed rn an attempt to disavow the subiects· racism and to 
construct their plight as uniust and unwarranted and arguments crItrcIs1ng the apparr;nt 
hypocrisy of ttie dernocratrc government I always framed 111 strategies of talk that draw 
heav1Iy C;ll r10tIons of the ()trier I are used rr'e~tnr1cally to asser, the val1d1ty of tlH·11 
c:rI1IcIsrns 

J ogether v11th this lrtkral r1otI011 of de111ocracy respomJents draw upo11 aI1 ap;i1tn,·1d 
discourse of racial and cultural d1st111r:t1veness anu separateness to constru,:t a 11otI011 ,,t 
how the I ·Nould lrl<e rJernr;r;rar;y to funr:t1r;11 T tirs 1dealrsed 110tI011 of sr"p,ir c1te1H ·s'., 
te,gether w1H1 tne atternptecJ cJ,sa JO:ial of thr::rr ovm prr::1ud1ced attitude;, cuI1tr rtlut, ''., 



toward a discourse of dysconsc.ous racism Flus paper posits sucl .. dvsconsciousness 
as a corollary of Fanons "consciousness of the colonised - thP consciousness of the 
coloniser a discursive and ideoloqical relic of the old structure of South A.fr rcan society 
that 1s still being cu culated This discursive practice Is played uut 111 t:i!I- hat PX[,rPsses 
a wistful longing for il gentr1el colonial past 111 the r11rc1I are;is 

In contrast, the second category encapsulates the posrtrvc- <Jr 1iptI111Ist11· orrJI1p of 
discursive practices Responses adopt a more flexible ve1sI011 ut the li11r,r;il u,s, ,_uIse rif 
democracy, seeing rt as both an end product of llld1v1duc1I rrght" :,nd rm·11leqes a~ v1ell 
as a · process of achrevrng those ends 111 this w;iy liberal discourse rs not used t1J 
argue for the maintenance of the pnvileqed pos1t1011 of a partrcular qrnI.1p lnst,"'ld ther,: 
is the ability of the participants in this second repertrnre to reconcle the d 1ff,0rent 
tensions inherent m the discourses of democracy and hborahsrn that they r1raw upon In 
the construction of their accounts displayed by participants recoqmuon of the rights of 
all to the rights and pnvileqes that they would like to see mamtamed 

Criticisms of the implementation of democracy do 1101 call up images of past 1 .. olorual or 
apartheid glory Instead. participants draw upon rhetorical pos.norunq strategies that 
make use of a more subtle racist discourse based 011 the idea of competence anc:J 
ability Blacks are not seen as able to govern properly and competently without the a1,j 
of whites. and are constructed as easily corruptible by power The way 111 whrch rt rs 
articulated. and the manner in which rt positions its white speakers rs far more nuanced 
than the openly racist discourses of the former category In this v1ay speakers are able 
to ideoloqrcallv mar rtain their supenoutv without blatantly .or oven consciouslv: argurng 
for a return to polrtrcal and economic pr.vileqe 

Respondents w1th111 this second group are thus able to adopt ;i more opt1n1IstIc and 
forwardlookmq discourse about democracy and chanqe 111 South Afr1cc1 allfJ t11e future 
political and econonuc development of the country Respondents construct themselves 
as indivrduals comnutted to sharing the country and political power accoto.nq tr: the 
ideals of democr acv 
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