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Abstract. 
7 /11s par;u dra,:i:, r111 t/11: v.t n]: of 1/01111 Bliablia to mount an explanation fot a filed of 
(fJrJst!cr1l0/Jlal racism tl u. /Jata(Jo,, of ottieiness as exemp/Jf1ed 1n the t nctn! stctcctvt»: 
Tt«: 1n1urfo, 111 r;1ws/1()11 11pe1citfc"; at tlw levels of cnscourse ancl 1clentlf1cat1on alike As" 
n1,,clc of .nscouis« tue ste,eotype fw1ct1ons to P\dfJ(.Jetatc thtterenco of tl1e otliet l\'111ht 
neve,tlieless atte1111Jt1nr; to ptocluce t/11:n1 dS i:J suib!« f11/ly knmvuble o/J;e1:t As 111ocle of 
11/1·11tlf1cat1un t/11, stPf!:rJty11e r1p1.•1ates ,1 se,ws of mut11ally e,clus1ve cater1,111us 
cltff;;1c11t1at111c; s,,/f c111r I , ,t/11--,1 , ·. I ur./1 u11111t1,11t1011ally I w v1:1/lieless t clu:» upon ii r111d of 
sun1e111:sse:; I /1ese two /Jdtddu,es fu/irY,v a s11111lar movement an usc1/latw11. di //11· 
l1-:v8I rJf l/1s1.1J111sr:, tJetwecn .ntonut: to qenerete ancJ contain anxiety a •,vilve1111r1 ill tl1c: 
;,,,,,i uf 1cl,.11/lfl(:at1on lwt\veen 1a1ilcal r/diere;nu: a/1// p1osp1-:ct1vn /Jkcr1e;,s FJ/1,i/J/1<1 
/Jtrwrc/Hs a suuctut ct nui! tunctioun! analocp1e w1tli svtncti to .u.count fnt tln: ciuutJ/e 
n1u1en1,;11t elf ut/101ne:os tiei«! :; n1oc/d uf fet1s/11s111 T l11s 1s nn u11a//J1/1Jf: t/1,1[ hot/; 
enable: u,, /rJ fo11,grouncf t/1c opera/Jons of c/1s11/acement ancl uJnc/n11si1/10n 111 rar:1.,t 
stcrc:otyp111q ancf to cfraw a s1:11es uf crmc/uswns a/Jou/ the effcct1v1: f11nctro11111c1 ()f 
c/Jscur:01.c: ,Ille/ c1ftect1ve f-:C1Jnom11:s of 1:ir:1sm 

RADICAL DIFFERENCE. 
In a h1stur1cal overview r;f som8 rJf th•: first 1/lt;c;tern wrItI11g to he reccJrr!,:d 111 SrJuther11 
.l\fr,::;a w, 1e!1st J t.1 Cuetzee makes i':fio1•:11r;e to a series of d1sturb111q dep1r:t1011s uf 
racial othc;rness Takr" for exalllplr: th,_· follnvm1g descr1pt1011 l)f thf: Kt101 '-;;Jn c1s 
puol1sr,t·'J ,~. A,nster lam :11 1 r:,•,') 

lr,'" I,,,,a, :1ali1t:'> tni-: ,,vcrytt,1:1r1111 rJH11111rH1 with thcs rl11111ti catth: IFH1111r1 ttw11 l111r11c111 
ruture [Ti,,_,;] 21r,_, 11a11rJ1capp,:rl 111 tr,,,,, sr,ee:::;h clur,k111q like; turh,v rr1,,k,, l l/1:1I 
i0,,U ,','J"7Cl,ts 0f l•crt,s .c1ttl•: ."J1ld :rn1•11c1l·o ,rncJ fish Tri,, a111111als ,Ht, ;;c1tu1 torwttir-r 1·11tt1 
'.IFc,r ,r•t--;rr"ai ug,rns •1.-i111111 tJ<:1,11 sI1ak,,1· out a little the I11test1m:s ,Hft 11rJt v1aslier1 b11t 
as scy1 ,i; tr.;; ar1I:11aI ncis t,e,,11 sliJ,irJlitered or d1scovererl t11ese ,Hf: ,,ate11 1aw sk111 
a11rJ a /, nu1nr,er r,f them v;1II sleep together In th(: ,t:ldt 111ak111q 110 rJ1fh,1e;11r, · 
oet:1een rw'_:n anrJ ·:,om,:I1 T l1t,y all sinell fiercely, as can be noted at a d11ot,11H.t' , ,t 
,,,,:;re :ricir1 °11(:I';,_: f0,,,t ar1:iI11s1 th,, ·:;111·l a11d th•:'{ alsri qIve the ilppl-:Hdll< ,, ,,t Iw·J..r 
r,a 1I1r; .-,asr.e'J 'H ,:":1 1', ".11'- I 111 ( ,r,,,11(:': 1988 121 



On the one hand one Is here confronted wrth aI1 almost eth1iccirap111c rnode of 
exposition a11 ostensibly factual docurnentauon of otherness CJ11 the other we have a 
wrItIng that s,,ethes v11th anxu-tv zit the radrczil utl1erness 1·1iw,i1 It :,I1'1,-s,es a:1,j :1t"ct1 It 
struggles to contam So different Is the world thus er,tererJ 11· ph·/s1,_;1I appe,11;ince In 
the smells foods rel1g1on and society of its p=oples 1wJer,d Ir1 all unportant 
dimensions of human life that the text ber:ornes ;1 cataloqu- r,1 what can barelv be 
believed. a rad rant source of otl1r-,rnec;s frightened unto itself I 11,, oti1emess Ir1 qr I"stI011 
is at the same time loathsome. deplorable vet also sorrn·IHJ·:1 stable an pffect of 
incessant re1terat1011 and 1epPt1t1011 Coet;ee 11988 1 ·1., 11n~,-" 11CJ•1,, ·1'ar ,,,, •• , rf n1'? 
requlantv of featlll('S that crnerqr:s 111 otis.--,1vat11•11, of 'IH· Kl•·,, •-;;i,1 ,•n,- "'', ;il!er1 
'Hottentots I rJf the Cape of c;cJOrJ Hope 

In the early records one Imds a repertoire of remarkable facts .u.out tr,e l+ottentots [sic] 
repeated aqarn and aqam tlw1r eatInq of unwashed mtest.nr-s thc11 use of a1111nal fat 
to smear their bodies. their h,1b1t of wrappmq dried entrails ,11m,ric1 ·11eIr :1ec, t!,e:r 
rnabrlrty to concerve of God rnany of these rte ms are meel, cop ec 1rci•11 1111P book to 
another r hey constitute some of the more obvious cutieioncc:s betv,een tt1r0 Hottentot 
and the West f uropean at least tl1e West Etrrorean as he I11noI11es himself to be Yet 
while they are certainly d1ffc1r!nr.es tt1ese items are perceived and conceived w1t111n a 
framework of s,1mr'11essos 

Two features of the writrngs Coet1u, has 111 111111d are 1111111ec1,at,;lv e,1den• f ustlv the 
very violono- of their descnpuons IJy wt11ch I refer to the cie-t1tm1,rn1.rn1q terr11s of 
1111dersta11drr1q the disgust r'xe111pl1f1ed tJy tile prose the fouJs 0•1 :1l1at rs ,wist 
ob1ect1onall!r, r1hout the peopl1,s 111 question Secondly alHI apparPntlv :11 , ,v,tr::ist to 
this first feat111P a11 attempt to forrnulate a c,1tt0gory of S'lmP11Pss ;i ;irrc1 '" , unr:eptual 
scheme thrrJuqh wlw:h this othPr can be f1xec1 rel1atJly known a qr:c1 w11,r:11 ,11 portantly 
makes the tar:1t ad1111ss1011 of the perception ot s1m1lar1ty of a cc•rnno" lw111an1ty There 
is a double paradox here We have firstly the Imperat1ve to exagqerat"' the cJ,fferenu,s 
of the other and yet also rnakr, them stable reliably knowahle Secrnidl·, we witness a 
sItuat1on 111 which the confrontat1011 with racircal difference t111eatens tc o,,,, ,: :i·, to the 
{Juss1/!1l1ty 11( "Jr,n/tf1cn/1011 tfJ the perception of s11n1l,mty or a ron',1110,, lu11,;rn1tv 

The theorist wlio has offered rPrhaps the ,nost ,:tiaIle11g1ng and 1:11,rJ,;,t 1e "'WF1CJen1Prit 
with these I';<.;,1t'S tl1osP of raci:1I'·-ulturill ()ti1emess and that ,if !ll", ,,l,..,1111I st"rec-t-,pe 
IS postcolo111;1I th,'mrst f !01111 flh;1tiha His paper ) hp OthPr r1I1pst1rJr1 ·1ff.,,,. ,, serrnnal 
treatment of tlir'se toprcs a treatment that emer~ies from an u11nr1i1,:-,-J,,. 111!t'rsr:ct1or1 cif 
post-structu1;1I ,rnc1 psyr:hoa11alyt1r: theor111nq While Rhabhil s apr.roach has rn11ct1 to 
rPUHlllllPllrl 1t lill tliP l>as1s nf p!IIP r.011cept11;1I rJr•pth It r0m;1I11s rjncir1nj !iv 'l jp17s,, 
r,lotterJ (H)rl 1,'f,,n <.:,()f}lf:'V./h;it h,1f(":!(il)•· s.:.tvl~· ()f l')'T1f('~"-1'H1 tle h;F~ .,l'1'P ft1(H' ru'P bC·t~r; 

accused of ,1n ,,.,, 1ter Ir; !11111 ,1f r·t11 c1r;e that rfr,fres u11dersta11d111q ,lf' J :I1;it ,J, ,1,t,,e, a1,-,I-, 
crilt1v;1tcs ;1hr.,t111SPl)f'SS IY1iIII1r1 1'1'1(1 r.i()()I(• 1;1lt1r>1t 1c1ci; V:111 /1' 1•-1<1R1 llw; It 
SPPlllS to Ill•· 1·; ,I 11•;lS!Jll:1t,I,• 1 l:i1rn ;1 I 1,11!11 \'llllf ll IS ;11°;() l 1'1 f ' d l)'r fH ,1,1,, t 

(!Xp!lSl!IOll r,f' ,•1!.1111 llt1c1i,l1;1 •; rrf,•;ic; 

111 wti;it t,,II,,...,,, I will ,1tt•·1111•t tr nnf·· ,l'-1"'' 1,, "f Hil:1t,k1 ,, ., , , .·": n· , .. , •. ,1111-. 
clCCPSS1bk· fr;r tht· ptnp·JSf' ,if .J!',,ll','',1r111 f11rr1',·-~ 'Jf ,,ir_.1srn ,:~iU1·:·, ,1-;1, , •, ,p11-,,1• 

colon1;1I cont,·,ts I wrll offer :1, lrJc;1· 1r·;irJ1r1r1 11! ,l'ii'"' ts r1f I :1,, r ltl1.-1 i, :,"S'.t"•r1 posc;ihlv 
Hhaht1:i s 111!1·.1 ,,,s,1I111 PfLJI p;1p•·I ,rr !l,rs 11·,i:11rl i;1•;, 1JI11:11111·•i _.,,,., ,,, The location of 



culture 110~J4) 1 atternptrnq to rJe,;el()p what Is rnost useful about rts argument I will 
pose a series of concoptual challenqes for how we rnrght understand the r acis: 
stereotype 1:1 tlie colorual context hl:frm, 111ovI11g on to discuss Ghabha s hytlflrl rr­ 
conceptualrzauon of how the stereotype mvjht be said to work 111 ways which outstrip the 
coqrntrvrst terrns of understanding w1tl1111 which 1t is usually rendered 

COLONIAL DISCOURSE AND OTHERNESS. 
The pi oblemat.c that really concerns us het e as 111 · The Other question Is that of 
r aciat/cultual ,J1fferenr:e and more rl1r,~ctly the issue of the · other who embodies this 
difference at the levels of 1dent1f1cat1011 arid discourse alrke One may put this slightly 
differently by saying that the ficJure uf tlie other represents a nodal pomt 111 colonial 
discourse v1r1t.:re mtens« c1tfr,ct1ve a11rl riic;curs1ve energies converqe l he other as such 
and this Is crucial to the uncerstandmq of Bhabha I will go on to offer represents a 

concentration of anxiety ancl construction a set of nervous investments 111 both 
knowledqe cmd 111 the procf:sses of 1rJe11t1ty 

Co.onial discourse a central term-. 111 Bhabhas analysis Is hence provrstonally 
portrayed as a form of discourse uuc1:il to the b111d111g of a range of differences and 
d.scnrmnatrons that mtorms the d1sr:11rs1vce and pohtrcal practices of racial and cultural 
luer ar chz anon I Bhabha 1994 6/ 1 Its overarching objective Is the imperauve to 
construe the colonized as a popuiatron of degenerate types on the basis of racial 0119111 
111 order to 111st1fy conquest and to establish systems of adrninistt at1011 and mstructron 
I 1b1d 70 i Childs & Vv.lhams I 1997 1241 l1kl,v11se emphasize the 'diftereucmq fu11ct1011 of 
colonial discourse descnbmq It as a drscursive formation that connects across [the] 
spectrum of [racial and cumu al] d1sc1111111;at1r111s 

Bhabha much like Fanor: and Mannoru I 19901 before 111111. rnarntams that the colomal 
environment Is like no other Fxt1e11w asymmetries of power are played out here. where 
radical nnnalances of p11vllegr, afflw,nce and possession separate marqmal from 
dominant 'Jl'Jups \/Je f1mJ here a massive attention paid to otherness. to the qeneratron 
of knowledge of cultural anr1 racial others I he knowledge thus generated Is as much of 
social scIew:e as of fantcisy ,is much 111 other words of a soc1c1I scrent1f1c will to know 
as of an affective eco11omy of f1~ar/rles1re lo be doubly clear this generat1rn1 of 
otherness or:r:urs at both the lev,,ls of discourse and of 1dent1ty I he foreground1nr1 of 
the I111..-aq,, Ddween rl1scuwse and 1rh·11t1f1,:at1011 Is r:r11c1al to [3hah11a lwre indeed lie 
takes tii,:; lead of Fciwin ,md Ma1rnor11 111 arq11Ing that we fail to propl·1ly understand Hilo 
r1ature of power and resIsta11ce 111 such an environment unless we take account of tl1e 
unconsc:Ious play of 1d,,ntrf1cat1011s 111 r:olonrser and colon11ecl alike a play rif 
1rle11t1f1r:dt1c)11 wl11ch ,,11tails flows of rl,as1re ;i11xIety t111, arnb1valenr:e , Jf affer,t 

Uns11rpr1s,mJI/ then tl1e, UJl0111al e11•1I1rir1111t:r1t Is one that lends itself to the qene1atIr)I) nf 
fantasy l >1e1e Is int r11·"" 11citI·v,, 111 f a11011 s famous 11 'JclG I decl,ll atI011 tilat rlor,s 11, ,t 
wist, at least crn,:e a rJay tu take tl1,; sett!,,1 s place not one settle1 (w;; rrn<Jht ddri, wlir, 
does not as frequent!/ fL:ar the 11atI·1f, s 1101,,111 reprisals to colo111al s11ll111ri:it1, ,11 
Amb1g111t1e;-; c;f 1de11t1ty :il•;ci ula-; tiie,rnsel;,;s out 111 tl11s eI1vIrrJ111rn,11t Mrrrllf: ( ,ilh,,1t 

199711·,, pro11rJes a usdul '.lesr.11r,t1r,11 111 this reqa1rl f-,Jr llint1i1d ttlf: 1,,lat1ll11c,l11r, 
bet1·1eer1 VJl0111zer awl colornzed Is '.'J!77Dlex and nuanced pr 111upally beecJL1s,, tl1,. - 
c1rcula:,011 r;f contrad1ctorv pattems rif psyr:r:ic attec;t 111 colonial rel;it1rn1s 1cles11,, for c1s 
Nell as fear d •n,, 'J\: 1.-,1 f, ,1 ,,xc1Inpl, ·, , ,11rl,,r111111c,s t11e1r dss111nptIr111 t11at th,-, 1rlr:11t,t1, ·•, 



and posrtrornnq of colonizer and colonized exist !fl stc1ble ·irirJ unr ar .- 1,,r:11s th,­ 
colorual relat1r111sh1p ts structured Inn both srd=s I hy fo1 ms nf rrn:tt;p!e ano cor tradrctorv 
belief 

Bhabha thus m:rn1tc1I11s that the r:0Ion1c1I e11vrror1mr-rit '" •HV \';111• ', -.,i,-;,jc; cl sut1°-,-1s 
the 'mutual unphcatron one nuqht SilY of the r.nlrn111,··I 1:1 ti 0• 1•l···1t 1,- ,f tt·,c- •1I/c-' 
(and vice versa) ;1 s1t11c1tI011 to wlw:h tilf' rHH111:1l11cJt1,,r1 ,.1 ,,.1, 111,11 ,11s• '"JCS•­ 
responds with attempts at fixity 

FIXITY AND THE CONDITION OF AMBIVALENCE. 
Bhabha begins The Other question by prIor1t11111q this I10tICJ'l rif f ,,1, as :1 i,r e 
eminent feature of colonial discourse F1x1ty a k111d of buttonmq d::.1:1r' -_,f r1th<T1es, a 
normalization of difference Is an attempt to mstannate 110t10•1s of r::v:1c1I puntv t0 
maintain ostensibly mutuallv exclusive 1dent1ty categor Ies for color111Pr :rnd colo1117r>d 
f'1x1ty Bhc1bh,1 claims. ts a vital component wrth.n the 1deoloq1cal ,·rJnstr,1ct1n, rJ 
otherness. which not only marks off the boundaries of cultural 317(1 r acal cj1tfere1Ce I.•.: 
does so In wc1ys that c11e both esse11t1al1z1ng and paradoxical f'ixtt/ may thus be 
understood :is tl1e outcome of tile stereotvpinq process a po.nt I wdl retcern to tcw,w:J 
the end of t111s pc1per F1x1ty furthermore enables seerrnI1gly cor~t1;1d,ctc.'.' rpe:rat10-r, 
connotes c1 r1q1cJ and unchc1ng1ng order of being on one hand anrJ e','Jf-,,s a sense :A 
degeneracy c1 kind of repetItIve perpetual rnorai disorder 011 t1,,, other •1ere \'JP c.,-e 
something of tt1e par adoxrcai pattern of colonial otherness des, 11t,erl rr, tl.e c,re11'1 c1 _,f 

this paper 

The paradoxical nature of thrs fum:t1011111q c1lerts Bhc1bha tn the 1,sefi,l11ess o' a 
psychoanalytic 11ot1m1 of am/J1vai1•111.·1· Ambrvillence of r:nurse refr·rs to the r0-exIster1Ce 
c1nd 111/crciq1r•rl(/unce of two contrary impulses or i.lfferJs Mo:r- th;:ir1 '.h,o :is La;;la·,,_.,e: 
& Pontal1s I 1D73 281 w:1111 a111h1valence must be graspt;d w1th11° the terrrs :Jf 
heightened sin/es of confltr:I 111 which the positive illld noq;itive cornr,onents of an 
emotional attitude ;ire s11rnJlt;i11eously In evidence and inseparable and where thP, 
constitute a non d1alec:t1c;il oppos1t1on wh1cl1 the sub1ec:t saying yes and n0 at tti,, 
same tIrnc ts 111c:;1p;ible of tr:rnsce11rl111g Amh1valencr· cla1111s Rhabha h:1c; fnr too Ir inq 
been overlooh•d :1s rn1P nf tl1e lll<l'-'t s1g111f1c::~nt d1sn11s1ve and psy•l111 ;ii c;triltP'W"'-' · ,f 
d1scr1rn111atory P"WPr 1 1 '1Ci4 fiG I l\111b1-1ale11ce he11cdorth comes tc, I ,o, ,111: z,-,j clc ,1 
broad ;rnalyt1r ,11 ,:;1t1'qrnv frJt lllnhhc1 It Is ;in a11c1lvtw tl1c1t hr> t;1i<e<.; trc 11.-. p.1rt1, 11i irl1 
useful w1tll111 tl11 · c:olo111;il r:ontext :1 context wlw:il 1cc 1:ilc1rc1r:te111cd :1, I :111•l11 1 I '!Hh 
emplias11ed t1y tlw rk1111r:i1f!an r:011cJ1t1on of two 1rn1tually exclusive ;rnc1 •:;1p,1s111q Sicl,·c 
that I< 110w I1rJ pc1ss1h1l1ty of 111teq1 :itIon This twiad a11c1lyt1c qI-1es Rhc1hil:1 the 11as1r 
templ;itt> fr1;111 wl11cli to f;1sli1011 tl1P more precise dy11:ir111cs of f,·t1st"st1• ,J1s;ivowc1I 111 

referPllU: to r , ,Ir lllt,1I otli,·r ness I ,ls I wtll move to rJ,,sr:r1be shnrtly, ! lie elern,·nt uf 
111esolvab1l1ty ,,, 1 111, 1;il h1·1•· twr:r-P the prr?po11dera1ir., uf cert:J1r1 1nr1t,fs tile shar,e "1 
the sptr ;11 tli:1t , ,f tPlr·ri!l1 ·ss tr, ;rnrj fr r1 I osr.1ll;1t1wp rw1v, ·ment ,,1 ,111,--,,11 ,t tn ,jr,c; "r1t,,- th,, 
p31;1ric,x1c;il 11.1!111,· of rril1J111;il otl11·1ness Nut only rio•·s the frHu· of ;1111t,1,:ilr-r1q- 1,-., 
which OIH' tPf,-r•: tu !1111,, ,rnt11111;il tPI1sIor1 betWPPfl 111,,r·onr:1l:it1le · 011tra11es qrvp tl1e 
r:olo111al st£01p11typ<' its rII11,•11r;y tli:1t Is rt<; frirr11 th,- dy11a111wc, 1 ,•s ·H11I•e d::lhalt,.1 
1994 G(i) It :ilsr, 11ni,11r1•,-, 1/s rr·;1,•c1tn/Jt/1ty r;tVPII t11:1t wr- ,lf!· l1•·1P ,j,0,1I,nq _.,,t!' ,in 
u11yield111q tP11•;io11 hPtw,·,•11 'lpposIno forces tl1P pff,., t r:f arnlJ11:1lr·r1cP r'11r1ht i,., lrh'111·d 
to that of ;1 p,•rp,.tu;1I 111ot1on rn;ir l1111p tkit prr;rJr11 ••s ;i "-tl"I'·· r,-1 ,-t:t1;,· -l r,- 1: 

1nf1n1t11111 1111', 1•; til" ,lll:llyttc'S nf :1111lw;c1lc·11,,- tint flh;it,11.1 1,:,,l"·'· l' th-.,, 



apprr>pI11tc: 11:c:tl1urJoloq1cc1I trc1111c: f,)1 tl1111h1rirJ about power 111 thr. rposucolonv It rs aI1 
a11alyt1cs that ,,:iI111ot focus rJI1 uthu ()I1t: side of a Ma111chea11 d1v1s1011 of catt!CJorres 111 
rsol.itron It c;11111ot be red11r:t:d to ;i d1;ilr:r:t1ecil frame that traces the higher-order 
s,ntht:srs ,,t basic opposrtrous lnd,,,,rJ such ;111 analytics appreciates that certaui 
f1x,1t1rj11:, certc11I1 repetrtIu11 r,r,111p11lc;1"11s c1s ttwy rnc1111fest at tile level of drscourse or 

1cle11t1ty I nave 111 nund l1H,: th.. rr:pr:t1t1vr; actions of the stereotvpe are 1101 merely 
srde effects of two discrete posIt1r111s (such as that of colonizer ,rnd colonized) rubbrnq 
up aq.uns: one another f\;ithu th.m IHillFJ somehov« arbitrary or secondary to how 
cJ1tferd1 ,e rs prr)(fucecl 111 r:olrJnr;il r:rJ11tr,xts these effects ot repetrtron are ,nteqral to 
s.x.h i,rucluct1r,11s of rJ1sr:0111s,: ;irHI ,rJr:11t1tv l hev are svinptonus!«: as one 1111ght put rt 
of tue lar.t that rJ1ffere11cr~ arlfl sarrn:rH·ss ;He Iorntly unphcated wrthrn tile world of tl1e 
ccil"r1y ffoahha s analvtics d c1111b1-Jdl1,11u, rs thus an analytics that also speaks to tilt, 
.uv- l(,11s11ey; ,,f r.oiorual rl1;,r,ri1w;8 ;lllrf r:olor11al 1d,,nt1f1cat1011 as tlH:y attempt tilt: 
1mpuss1IJle th-. f1x1ty uf mun rail'( ,;xr,i1 l's!"' subject categories for r.oloruze: anrl 
colonized 

I 'J retrHI1 to our pornt of rl,,p,11turr., 111 UhalJha s analysis the paradoxical quauues ot 
colonial otherness are a result of JIIst r,ucl1 a dynarnrcs of arnbrvalence l he paradox real 
funr:trunrng of otherness to rerkrat,, rs I10t aI1 anomalous byproduct or a secondary 
r;o11s1deration rn how the sll,rwitype f1111r:t1011s qurte to the contrary rt rs 111 fact tlH; 
11ru!u,:1/,le cuncl!t,on of tlie11 rJ/H:1iil1nn He11ce Bhabl1a s ( 1994 GG) descrrptron of how 
th;,; stere0tyoe operates 111 rl:latron to tllr: ubJer:trve of frxrty (be rt of clrscourse or of 
,dc;r1t1f1cat,c,r1, [ T ]he steruityI,e rs ;1 form of knowledge a11d 1dent1f1cat1011 tl1at 
vacillat(;s hetv1een v1l1at Is alv1ays 111 plar,e c1lready known a11d something that must IJ," 
anxrrJusly repeated as rf tl1e essential rbpl1c1ty of the Asratrc or the bestial sexual 
l1~e11se 'Jf the Afr:can that rlf-:f•rls nr) prri·JP, r ,rn never really 111 clrsr:ourse hP- prrivP-cl 

bl1alJl1c1, r,urrnnents to tllrs .:tft,,,t c1r,, apposite 1nasrrn1ch as a11yoIH, !at111l1ar w1tl1 
everycJ,ry racrst speech ar1rl ti;111ter could testify_ the stereotype rs never fully stable: 
m,ver despite the cowJensl,d ,rr,le11u, rit rts affect fully co11f1r111(;d f{acrsrn_ as ertlH:r 
prar;tu_, of rfrscourse or 1rJt:11t1ty reII1a1I1s alwa'/s 111 need of re1terat1u11 reatt1rmat1011 We 
!rave lt,0re t11e rudiments of a tf:11tat1ve answ,:r to one of the paradoxes of racrsm Why 1s 
,t tliat tl1t, racist sterer,typ,· ;1lnays 11ee,ris tu be repeated clesprte that tile sentrrnents 
tl1us displayed should 111 fact t,e ax10111at1r; to the 'logrc" of the worlcl-vrew tt1e racrst 
hoids7 If the racist k11owled9P- that tl1r, rar:rst holds rs thought by them to tie true why 
th,~ neu1 for constant repet1t10111 If the stereotype does work on the basis of 
a11:tJ,; 1lew>: tl1t:11 th,:: c11Isv1tcr rs tl1,1t tl11s repet1t1011 rs thr, result ()f ;iI1 111ab1!1ty tu 
tr:111s•_e·:.J ,l 'jlidl 11 in rf1c1l,,r t11:;1I r,1,pr,•,1t1r,r1 !hrs rs a ,fuc1I ripposIt1rn1 d rt1tfr::rr;w,,­ 
l t:1:,e,P-r: rJ1'.r:rrrs1,e at:ernpt', 1, ,,, J</'/':1,,1,, anrl to r/rn111:s/1r:c1/,: ,frff,,rerlf:t, rJ11 t11e •,th,-1 
I ,Piel -H:-J t,-,t:i,,eri 1"Jc:rIt1t1.-e', ,,t r,Fl;r_ 11 -f1ff,,rer1ce ar1rl of 1rnrn;rnr,11t sarneri.,s-s on th,, 
ott,,,11 l ne skreut,pe rs fur Bt1ab11a tu t)ec, conceptualrzed as a repf:trtrv,, oscrllat1011 
tJd\%"11 these: tv10 1rrecorH:1lable polar1t11,s V le have the beq1r111111c1s hew of a pror111sI11q 
expl;rnc1t1'J1l •)r:e wlw:h c11:1pple:s with th,· rl;na11w: prou;ss,,s 1111rl1:rly111q r1tl1erness ;1'; rt 
1c..; rn:Hlf._.c..~t clS d pr,')di_v:tl'![1 <if r,rJ/<Hllrll rJ1.J:(J1_lfSF~ dfld 1dr;nt1tv ;illkt~ \t l'·i tlr)\•Jf~Vt~r dl1 

\'X[,ldll,lt, lh:e-l .f c1:•,fr1I h:1l1::1rr'I l\li;it:lld IH;i,rls tr, prr,vrd,, ll', ,'/1111 cl fll<rl•' 
(1'~:1,1'-i·: l 111,Jr~ s:,•::r:1fi, t11,1l<,,],J·· ti,1~ dfllt;IVdlL:!1r;,· ()t flHH:t!fJt11rir1 J.11tl11r1 tt1,· 
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stereotype Before movrnq to a descnpt.on of the particular analogue that Bhabha has 1n 
mind. we need turn to the problems of understandinq the stereotype 111 ou~ely discursive 
terms. as simply an instance of warped representation 

THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF "DECODING" OTHERNESS. 
To recognize the stereotype as an ambivalent mode of knovvlr-dqe ;rnd power demands 
a theoretical and pohtrcal response that challenges deternurustrc or functionalist modes 
of conceiving of the relationshrp between discourse and pohtrcs 18habha 1994 66 671 
Bhabha here Is siqnalinq the danqers of assurnmq that a harrnoruous or symmetrical 
retationship necessarily exists between discourse and power These are not simply 
commensurate entities that de111onstrate a k111d of ideal equivalence 11e1ther pi ovrdes a 
sufficient analytical basis from which to draw conclusions about tt,e otne r V le need be 
senstttve to what conditions or mediates this relattonship to what addt.onal factors 
such as practices of idc11t1f1catio11 rniqht play a role 1n sy11chr0n1,,1,:1 their 'unr:t1ornr1g 
The question thus posed by Bhabha Is whether predonunantlv ci1scurs1·1P or socro­ 
cultural forms of critrcrsrn have paid enough attention to the unconscious processes 
(typically. the identifications and des.res: of involved subjects to the issue of the 
'mutual imphcatron of tile coloruzeo Ill the colonizer and of the ccioruz er ,r: the 
colonized Hence Hhabhas dual approach the combu-ation of post structural and 
psychoanalytic registers in a way that enables the jom: scrutiny of the political economy 
of discourse arid the affective economy of identrties 

These reflections on the linutations of solely discursive modes of cnt.que feed into 
Bhabha s cnticism of how the notion of the stereotype has ofter: been understood ard 
applied Although Bhabhas account rs 1n part an account of representatron an account 
of how ·othr'rriess presents a problem to a grven Ieq1me of knriwl<?dge rt c;cinrvi1 ne 
reduced to aII ,111;1lys1s of represe11tat1011al nohtrcs Bhabha 1s e1nr.,t1at1c 111 this rpg;i1d 
the stereotype 1s nut sunnlv a representation 1t must not be 1,-rj1 F'"'l t· a 
representat1on,~I act an image or a11 mstance of discourse alone It rm 1st t,y c o.itr ast 
be understood with reference to a broader and more complex procPss of 1rj011t1f1c0''')'i 
A related problem come to the fore Ill this respect the idea that thf; stereotype rs a 
distortion to a IJasrc t111de1ly1r1g rdent1ty which may be ,.mtforstood :cis son,ekrw 
consistent wlwre 011q111al 

It Is clear for llhabha at least psychoa11alyt1callv spec1k1ng thcit there 1s very little c1bou1 
1dent1ty thc111 crn Pver claim to be or1q111al or s1ngt1larly ur11f1ed Thc-s~, 111 fart are two 
axIomatIc cla1111s for psycho;111alys1s identity Is alwciys a fu11ct1oll of 1de11t1f1cat1on that 
requires the 101,· of external ob1ects a11d l1ence cannot be s1111plv · self or1grnating and/or 
orrg,nal ldP11t1ty furthPrrnorc must always be split by virtue of the existence of the 
unconscious. wl1osc properties of desire cor1t1nually threaten to ernprqe 111 destab1l1z111q 
subvPrs1ve ways to the rc1t1011al suhIPct of lanq11aqP Discourses sue" ace; t11ose 1·11th -a 
stereotyp1r1q !1111, t1011 r11;1y ;1tt<'rnpt tr1 r·onso!rd;ite 011q111;1I and u111f1erj rr1e1,trt1PS but :/1,c; 
attempt r:;1I1 nritv PVr'r r•·sult rn 1llw.rr•1·1 11, ,l c;Irr-1:r-sc;1r1I1 Df 1111,irws Hlnt-·ii;i t'H1s ciMf<''-' 
thosp fnrrn<; ,,f lllillVSI', whrrl1 ti,,w,··/•·I lllil'l"/•'IIPl'tly l111e 'If• Th•· ()fh·l(\:I''" ( i •,1,,,1-nt,;,,-s 
to sorne kir1d ,ii 1_1r1d1•rly1nq t1il<.,1<_< lrl U:r- fP;ll t·/ c,f ;1 ~1rirj nf 'Jfl()tr),jl .. -.:.•('.')I !'LJl!ur;li 1_)f 

racral 1de11trty VVlr;it r•; tlH· t,;is1•; ,111•· rnrqlrt ;ic." upnI, wI11r !i ,,,, •. ;11!,:,s ,11 'ii<· 
stpreotyp<' ;is f.1lc;" wl1:1t rs 1111· tr11tl1 th;iT 11>:Je•·s i11P hlsrtv r,f 1h :1q,,-,JT;i,,, .. ·lf'i':1,,.,,, 
~-ven in th(' r r1tw;:1I rlttern11t trJ 1dc·11t1fy ;_1rirt ,-1ppr,··t11·nrf U11, ,.,_.,.H~i!":'T, 1: t <_,-;,t•·rt-·ut-,,T,1r:q 
diS!;OlJISe Oil<' < ill\ PIHi llfl rP1fv11\rJ '•:rt;_JIII /) l';[l i'JPlltrt1 r ;1t1°qr"rl1<·'; "h st:11ile a11d 
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smqular as ,;cinkiiriw avrnd1r1q tl1<: r,011rJ1t1r,r1 ot multrple beliefs and split subjects wruch 
characterizes c;rJ]1;r11c1I er1v1rf)r1111t_•r1t~; 

There 1s an e1e,r1 mor e f11r1dc1rm:11tal 1';s11,: at hand one cannot 111 any sunpte or 
transparent way s1111ply decod(: thr: otl1c,1 translate the symbols and signs of the11 
world arid r,ult,1re 111to a s8t of d1:r:ess1llll: analoques that ensures a conunuum of our 
and t11e1rs. us and tlern I he 'Jery qr1d of 1ntellrgib1l1ty that would make such a reading 
possible 1s qrounrled 111 a cultural locilt1rir1 that cannot but read what is outside throuqh 
its own val..cs otherness would hence be mdrviduahzed · as the discovery of our own 
assumptions This otherness will outstrip even the most advanced translation of terms 

V Je are hence less rnterested 111 the success of stereotyping. 111 the accuracy of the 
conctauon lwtwr:cn 01J1cc:ts nncl ste1eo/yp1nc1 representattont: than in the ongoing 
operation of the stereotype Our concern Ires with the dynamics of its operation with 
what kind of balance or f1x1ty rs momentarily attained with a sense of what anxret.es 
are alleviated what k1nrJ of identttv rs rylir1ed 111 these processes? l his has ranuticatrons 
for the ~incl of cnt.cal activrtv we are engaged 111 for. 1f we are to follow Bhabha we: 
need approach the stereotype as a complex ambivalent. contradictory mode of 
representation [which is] as anxious as 1t 1s assertive [which] demands not only that 
11rc; extend o, ,r u1t1cal and politu.al otJ1ect1ves tJL1t that we change the object of analysts 
itself 119SJ4 70) It rs less then ,rn issue of the ready recogrntron of images as posmve 
or negative 1 1994 6 71 arid more a quosuon of the actual processes of subjectrtrcatron 
that come to be operationahzed through the stereotype Rather than 1udg1ng the 
stereotype 1n its correr:tness or maccuracv we should rnstead arm to engage with its 
effect1v1t'/ as Bhabna ( 1994 fi71 puts 1t. focusing as such on · an understanding of tlw 
processes of subjectiticanon made possible through stereotypical discourse· 

CHALLENGES OF RE-CONCEPTUALIZATION. 
It rs useful to review what Hhabha takes to be deficient understandings of the 
stereotype 111 so doing I will be able to point out some questions that Bhabha s account 
will ultimately need to provide answers to F- or a start 111 addition to bemq a particular 
moo» of d1sr;ou1se the stereotype 1s also ii /r11111 of nlcnuttcuttcn msists Bhabha a 
fulcrum for practices of subjer.ttvrtv Chuds and V/1ll1am 11997 101) make this point well 
the stereotype they claim functions as trie cardinal point of colonial subjecttftcatron for 
colr,r11Le1 awl colornzed al1h: [3hatJl1a s pu111t 1s that neither of thes(, two levels of 
fun010111ng that of discourse. or tl1at of 1dent1f1cat1or1 as rt occurs w1th111 co11texts of 
power - can tie ariproached alo11e The stereot·/Pe rs a product each of discourse and 
1dent1f1cat1or1 both come to,Jether 111 tlH: prr,rluct1rJn of stereotypt:S The question vw 
may pose tc, l:lhatJha here - especially 111 11ght of his wariness of conflat111q d1sr:ot11 s;; 
and pol1t1cs ~ rs how he hopes to avoid conflat111g discourse a11cl 1dent1f1cat1011 111 lw, 
analysis 11 would appear that hrs account req111res a11 add1t1onal expla11atory ,~0111po11e11t 
a relay mechanism of sorts wiwJ1 funct1011s as the go-between hetwee11 trH!se two 
factors of ar1alys1s 

Second1·; we ha1e seen nov1 for Flhatha the stereotype 1s an amti1vdlent for111 of 
1de11t;f cat1Dn and discourse.: If t111s rs the case then we need to be able to offer a rn()dt:I 
of Hie stereotype able to account for an arra; of affects and represe11tc1t1011s that ,He 1101 
merel; contrad1r:;tor·; '.or afkr ;ill r.011tr,1'.11r:t1rrns r,all be reco11crlPd t111t tlut c11,· 
prec1sel1 arnn1·ia/I,r1/ 1r1 t!·" sens,· ,if o, <·t1·,r1rir1 r1011 rer:unulabl,~ cor1tra11,•c; -.;J,, 1111ql·t 
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take this a step further more than simply being able to explain this ambivalence of 
functioning Hhabha's conceptuahsation should also motivate why such 3'7 ambivaience 
is such a necessary condition. indeed. a constrtutive concuron of the steeotype 111 the 
first place 

f1111dly. the ste1eotype fo1 !3ha!Jha rnaInta1ns an Irnp1essIve r 011s1•;tt,11r v e /lf1,-11r rllfJ 111-. 
quality of repeatability 111 changing i11stor1cal and rnscus.v» rr1n:11•1,t,1•r-s Desort;:, tin' I 
have offered some rudimentary speculations above 111 co,1r1ectIun ·;;,th trus ciualrtv nf 
anxious repetrtiveness. we must nonetheless press Bhabha s ar:r our-t Iurthet G1ve11 the­ 
parameters of the explanatory challenge that Bhabha li;is set h1111se'f ;in,r ,, orj,-i o1 •1,,­ 
stereotype must be able to account for t11Is repeataburtv arHj ,JcJ sc, ,,, '..'I'· wavs ,11 
terms of the necessity of this repetrtron and In terms of its verv durabil1tv f' urthermore 
the factor of anxiety not only Is the stereotype assertive a k'r ,1 ·J' aqqressrve 
arqurnent as to how the world Is It Is also a nervous r:ond,t,011 ThF-rr- ,s sornet'11r1g 
deeply vexing about ,t the stereotype 11 ,s never mor« r:onsol111g than r'. Is anxietv 
provoking Bhc1bhc1 neerls to explarn why this Is so Vlhat undertmes the desperate 
even compulsive qualitv of the stereotypP its ;ipparF'nt 'ack of stasis us attempt tc, 
exceed what mav be proven or logically construed? We need extend the rudunentary 
hypothesis offered above in this respect l.astlv by w;iy of summatton vha: ,s the 
stereotype contmually tryI11g to do and what ,s unsuccessful about these operations 
such that they become locked 11110 cycles o1 nece ssary repet1t1011'c V/1!11 these r111est:u,1s 
In mind. we now turn to a brief expos.non of rreuci s notion of the fet1cl1 f,I!11011017 tr,c, 
seems an unusual kind of theoretical juxtapositron this model of t11e fetish 1s what 
Bhabha hopes to offer as an analogue for the process of stereotyp1nq 

THE THREAT OF LOSS. 
Freud's c1cco1111t of fet1sl11sm pivots on ;i pa1t1cularlv traum,1t1r,' e·.;p,,t cJ11rr110 !'1,­ 
psychosexuc1I c1,·velopmr'nt of the rn;ile ci11lc1 l his ,s tile first real 111nr11ent , f 

·anc1to1rncc1I d1st1nct1on the d1stu1b111g encounter with ;1 11;1ked fem;ile bndv 01 11101e tr 
the point a confrontation with a body that lacks a f'r?ms This Is ;i th1,·,itP11111rJ 
experience for the little boy beca11se for rreud I 19691. It acts ilS proof uf the r1oss1b1l1ty 
of his being c;istrated I he boys 1111t1c1I assumption 1s that ;ill oth"r persons are 
anatorn1cally s1n1il;ir to lrnn all ;ire thought to possess th,s par11culc1r organ 1-.h,ch rs 
;ifter ;ill so vc1l11PrJ l hat the penis 1s so highly pri?ed 1s not s0111etl1111ci th;it should 
surpr,se lJS ('Sfll'I ,;illy (JIV('II tllr· WP,llth t)f plPcJSllldblp SPllSil11017S 1t '"'llff>Si"!l!S for tl1e• 
ChilcJ /\s f rt·ll:f llfl!r"; rJ11r•r·t111q iltt011tfr,'l t:1 !11,, llillCISSIS11C Sll7'11f1Gll P ')f th,c: ,,rq;in 

Already 111 cl11lrll11H1d Hw pP11Is Is tiv- 1,,,icJ111si e111tocw1ll( Lone and 1!1,, r)11ef a,1tc11?:rlt r 
ob1cct and the 11, 1y s est11n;1tP of its value rs loq1cally reflected 111 hrs 111at,il1tv tu ,magIr1e 
;i person l,k,- 11,1' s,,lf wiiri Is w1tl11Jut thrs ,•ssent,;il r rJ11st1tue11t' 1 F ,,., Jrl '. ·,r;c, 21 ~- ? I,', 
1/1/p should r-1nr·l1,1c;I11· thr· Importc1nu· uf a IJ/lr11lv l•·vel of c1war,·11ess ·:1,s stacie cf 
dr1v,,lnp1ne11t rf ·:1, ;u,• !fl prnp1°1lv 111Hlr•1c;t,11FI th,, ri:Hr 1ss1st1r: tl11io;it rif sur_'h ,1 l"ltr>r:'I l 
loss f ()/ f [l'IJ•i i'1·· 1•q11 I' 1•...;,<.:,,•r1t1,ll1\1 1,ri.,l1ly lfl ('fl(Jlf1 th;if UH· ;)hy·c..:.11 ;~1 '---~·f1'~;it,r,r 

thP su1fcJr:t> rrf th,· I o,Jy ,H•· thr· l1i,1s <rf d l11Jrlrl111q ,lN.llfc'lles· "f thP ,,, , 11· I, tt1,­ 
prospectIvr- lr:c;': , ,f th,, r I( •111', r 1·111, ",1·11h :1 r;;ut1111l;11 Iv fH11w•1ful ri;ir· ·,c,s, '" ,..,, , i!lr1 : t11,· 
r:-r11,:1q1nr1 t•q, 1 

117P 11ot1011 of r :is:1.1tI1111 1,: ('IP;Hly ;1 r:rJ11trr1v1•1s1,1I fl!lf> PV•'f1 w•Prnl l:S';' '), •,l''ill.'S"" 'h· 

fnr exampl•· !ht> r •I1c;c; <;Pr !11111 nf tj,,t,;itr,•; ,J<;<;P!77hlr·,j by fv11tr:h·II 1r,-4 ',,c.:, ,\•tri- J'l'' 

,',l l• l' j. ' 



l111k(srl 111 :my 11ecess;11y rnc11I11, ·r to tli.. c1r t11;1I pl1ys1c,1I ;ittri11ut,1 ot tlit, p,;11Is_ 1t still 
requI1l:s r111al1f1cat1or1 In sp,-,;ik111r1 rit ,_,1str;itI011 111 Wildt follows I dill talkrnq about ,111 
,,lc:111er1t ot :;ut,wctIv1ty 1typ11:;ill'( t,()rlily l.ut 110t 11ecessar1ly t:xr;lus1vdy su1 that has been 
soc1:1l!y 1c1lo11zerl and loark"cl w1tl1 11c11r,I::sIs111 - an element of subjecuvrty that tunct.on-, 
as a veh1clr-, of pleasure rdc:11t1ty ,rnd sr;;lf rnvestment alrke - whrch represents a kind of 
extmcnor: ot subiect1v1ty · wh-.n threatem,d Importantly the stakes of loss rnvolved here 
a1e seem111rJIV catastropn«: at lt1ast frorn tile perspective of the threatened subject to 
whon: the threat rs that of ttie collapse uf a narcrssrstrc or solipsistrc image of the world 
of me tor of others like rm· tl1at 1,,flect !1dck rny unaqe). be that a world of masculmitv or 
that of 11l11te11,-,ss 

f<etum1nt_J tl1H1 to the dftech "t t11e tc:<11 of castration such related anx.eties result 111 ,1 
particularly odd form of dr,111al tile perr.epnon of the mother as 110/ havmq a penis 
/)('/\/Sis altlH,lJtJh a very e11t,rry,t1c ac:t1r,11 nas oeen exerted to keep up the derual of this 
fa,.t It Is u..t true that after thf; rJ11lrJ h.rs mads; his observatron of tlw woman lie has 
preserved unaltered his belief th.n wu1m,11 have a phallus f le has retamed that belief 
but he has also 9Ive11 1t up 1f r,,ud 1'J77 :3531 Here two clearly contradictory states of 
belief co exist The particular tuncnor: of the fetrsh. as a way of deahnq with ci 
threaten1119 or even pcrsecutrn» reality, Is that of an rrnag1nary object that makes bot11 
states somehow believable It Is exactly this · magical" item or the · bellef~structure that 
this item enables that enables tlie subject to ma1nta1n mutually mcompat1ble assert1011s 
The fetish as such serves a protective function and 1s for this reason considered a 
precious 1trc:m I hus the fetrsh wl1ether understood as an actual physical object (as 111 
Freud s explanation I or as a particular d1scurs1ve operation and mechanism of 1dent1ty 
1sud1 as thJt of stereotyping 111 Bhabha s appl1cat1on1. Is a special devrce for managing 
co preserit and yet opposed bellds one ti1c1t manages this ob1ect1ve towards the ends 
of k,:eµ111,; :111-.1e/y :it nc1v :rnrl 111"'''' /ru,; :i 11arc1ss1st1c 011u11tat1t,11 to pleasure or 
sub1ect1111 ,' 

DIVIDED ATTITUDE. 
If we are to properly 1J11dersta11rJ the pcrpr,tuat1on of fet1sh1st act1v1tIes rt 1s 11nportant that 
we d1st1ngu1sh between disavowal anrl the fetish. that Is bl"tweF,n a particularly 
urireal1st1c mode of deferice u11 the rJ11e hamJ and the otJiect or actIv1ty wh1cl1 ena!Jles 
this 1rrat1onal defence and ma~es It sornel1ow tenable. 011 the other One way of do111r1 
this Is by drawing attentron to thE: partrcular perceptual moment that f reud desr:r1bes as 
underlying this complex state of recor1nrt1011-yet denial I he particular lllornent 1s that 
1n wh1cil the child refuses t() c1r:k11owlerlry, tr·.e realrty of ;1 traunntIc pr,1cept1011 a lllorlc 
of rJefence that F reurJ unrlersta11r1s :is drsa'lowal Disavowal has often be('rl 
uricJerstoorJ as a basic synonym for rle111a1 lrnp(Jftantly though f 1(:11d has sr1meth1111j 
rnure spc:1:1t1r; 1n r11111rJ l1f:lc -;ri111dl1111q 111rJ1e p;iracfox1cal 111 naturr: tl1c111 1Jlar1kt:t rk111al /\ 
UJ111r,arIsrH1 w1tr1 an()tr1er tr;rrn 1,; 11sdul l1f;rf, In scotorrnzat1011 :1 rl1sturllllHJ perr:ept1,111 
Is entirely wiped frorn the rrnmJ as 1f tile event of perception nevr,r or.r:urr,,d s11d1 tlldt 
the sub1ect of remains unr;hanqf:d by 1t In disavowal by urntrc1st the s111J1,,ct r,f t11,· 
pc:ru.:ptI-:m nas Oe•.:r1 01anqL:<I ti,,.: rl1:;t111IJ111q perceµtron l1c1s p,:1,,1·,tt:rl .i•, w,· rt·r :ill 
desµ1t(; that an ener1JetIr: a,:tI,,11 has 1>1:e:11 1111dertake11 to maI11ta111 tlH, rJ1sc1vow;il if 1.,,,,1 
1077 353, D1sa10:.al furth,:rrn()r·.: 1•: rirJt an instance of rqllf:ssIrH1 1 ru,, rl1sc1vm·J;il I~ 
'l 'iekr1c,~, Irk dde11_,__; c,f 1 •:tr ,s '''l t•, ;i -~ :1, rNIFedry· \lie 11:al1ty ,,f a tr ,111111c1tIr I111~,rc:'->s, rr1 
S(J ,t rni(Jht be l1~r:r1---=:-1l trJ ft_'!Jrt·s':,1ur1 H,> .. Ve'Jt:r v1her~i:ls tht: \/J(Jf~. <)f rt:prt-:-SS11J11 1<, 



focussed on vexing affects. disavowal focuses on the 1nan1pul;cit1r:,n 01 ti'P for,,, cf ar: 
idea. It consists in a radical repudiatron duectoct in e1tf'111al rea/1/v 

In review then. the teush Is that object or process that tl1111g or act.v.tv ti1;1t speect,-a,:t 
or mode of 1dent1f1c;1t1011. which ensures the success of tile mor-- ge11e1al def,,nr:e of 
disavowal The distinction here to be clea1 Is not that betwee11 ubwct aml pre" ess 
the fetish, 1! seems. can be both of these both to take a exa111r1le il blacr. leather shoe 
and the act of rubbing its heel The fetish is that th111g or actrvny or as would seem 
more common. both of these 111 cornoinauon - which extends the ett,cacy of disavowal 
that gives 1t some ongoing viability This of course 1s a difficult task. given that 111 
disavowal we are typically dealing with contradictions of attitude or belief whose co 
existence will no doubt be challenged In this wc1y we can understc111d 1'117/ tr1e fetish 
object/process would come to be so heavily hbrdinally invested 1evered 111 f reud s 
terms. It 1s at the same trme the object that memorializes· the horror of castratron l'lhlist 
also providing the magical object the substitute. that 1s. for the mothers penis , as I 
will go on to explarru >- which makes such contradict.ons of attitude arid beiref poss.ble 

RACIST DISAVOWAL. 
lnterestrngly the idea of disavowal lends itself powerfully to thP u"derstand1r1g of 
ideology especially qiven that we 1111ght understand disavowal as a >111U of 
· contradiction management which 1n a certain wav of th1nk1ng ,s an appropriate 
definition of ideology itself certainly 111 as much as the latter seeks to .mpede the 
awareness of certain social. historcal and econorrnc contradictrons and to manaqe 
ideas We might allow ourselves a brief diqress.on 111 this respect tne concept of 
disavowal is able to tell us something about the ideological tunctioninq of racism One of 
the challenges 111 understanding racism 1s exactly the question of how racist att.tudes 
and beliefs seem qurte able to function at the level of co-exrsunq irreconcilable ideas 
How rs 1t. to g,ve a concrete example that the racist subject may be drvided between a 
(genuinely) professed view of rar1;il tolerance 011 the one hand cinrJ underncihly racist 
behaviour and idoatron on the other. both of wtw:h exists on a rat1011al ,md c insctous 
level of functromnq lmportantlv such contr ad.cuons may not s11°1ply be accounted far ,r1 
terms of affect versus ratronal rcfea In disavowal we may have attitudes .vluch fit 111 w1tl1 
current 1·.-rsheslanxretres 011 the 011e hand and attitudes which fit 111 :, 1//1 realrt,1 on thP 
other. px,stinq side lly s1d,• If \'P take serniusly the 110tIon ()f d1sa :mval su,!1 
contrad1ct1ons ()f 1de,1s 111ay be 111ure than s1111ply a c;ise nf d1s111cw11ucn1~·.11es~ 
resembl11HJ 111n1e, los1,ly tl1P ,:u111p11J1111se of il defence 

T h111k111CJ , ;ir·,,;in 111 te1111s of d1sav,lWill tn111gs w1tl1 ,t ;i110the1 1111pI,,:atn11 t11at , ;ir·IsP' 
f1mct1011111q ,it t111s lev"I ,s vt·ry cJ1ff1c11lt to ,:rad1cc1te Wt1y so) ~Veil because the racist 
hcis more oftc11 tlizrn not already ass11111lated the lesson of ant1-r acIs111 Disavowal work.s 
as sugqeskrf ,11love hy !J011HJ a fr,c;s than fully c1rJapt1ve ;itte111pt at adap'.1119 to a 
tlm,aten111q st1tP of :1ff,111 s l>y sayI11q as Si;1vo1 /11ek. I 19921 often 111I1nes I hel,eve x I 
just r:l1oosP ,•v,•1y rn1u• 111 ;i wl11I,-, to helit,ve m1t x anyway l_:1c!i ;1tte111r1t t() tia11sfo11n 
tl11s racrst lriq1,; Is 111et ·.v1th tlw 1;;11ne r,, 1111pl1cat1rrn CJf c/r1Jc.tu1 p aw·t!1Pr 
acknowlprfrir·111>·11t of tilP filrt tl1;1t ,,11 ye,<; 1.-w1c1I rf1ffe1P11rps wl1;1tPJH thr-v 11:nl1t 111;o;in 
d()fl t r11;1ttf->f r,1 r.l)l)r'-)P 1lr)t tt1;1: !111,1 t1 I'-, i•<Hlv lJ!l'i,•rc•1,!J(J I r,r '~·· 1t, ,1,-t .,_-,.~·~ 

now anrl c1q.1I11 ll)illlPtlwl1•<;<;) ;1c; ,f !11,·y ,1,, /,c, fll'';',lllll';tli a•;,.,.,, I· I' ''11'11· 1t1c:, 
11nport;int to r r,11fro11t otlH·rw1sf• VJ(· ;ir,, IP ft with !PSS tl;;ir, ,.if,,, t,·,., :,a>''· ,f ,,,1,-r ,,1,1 
lilCISITl V,Jh;it !', f' ll)!I 11l,11ly 1111pr11L111t ,1t,,111t till<; ,111,f•·r• t.111rl111•1 "' •,.•,.;l,:c,!,, 1,; 1. ·.; 



that It remInr1:o us aqarn of th" l1rrnt,1tru11s of the rnyth of racism as mere l(Jllorance one 
can repeatedlv d1allenge the 1 ,ir:1st wrth th,; proof of racial equality rn all the ways that 
matter ·:i:tr10,1t ·na~_1mJ the sl1ril,tc,'ot rk11t 011 their racist perceptions because after all 
they have alrec1rJ; c1r:knov1led,Ji:'I t11c1t r;i,_,, makes 110 difference. they just opt to act as rf 
rt drd anyv1ay 

THE OBJECT OF FETISHISM. 
Returning our attentron to the fet1sl1 sur.h an object proclaims Freud rs a substitute for 
the penis Not any chance pr,nrs though the fetish rs a substitute for - a particular and 
quite special penis that had l;,ser1 ,sxtrernely important In early childhood but later 
lost , 1977 3521 Thrs rmaqmed penis of course rs typically that of the mothers althouqh 
not necessarilv rt would star«: to rec1so11 that H1Is imaqmary object Is the substitute for 
the rmssinq penis on whoever s body the boy child first discovered this apparent lack 

Why thouqh the specific attributes of the fetish object? Freud's answer to this Is that 
teush objects as substitutes for the absent female phallus take on symbolic attributes 
of thrs phallus and do so m1 the basis of metaphoric or rnetonyrruc associatron 
I although these are not the turns he U St-r S I Here it 1s useful to rehearse the tarruhar 
drsunction between metaphor and metonvm two basic devices of language that 
correspond to what Jakobson I 1 CJCJO I clescrrbecl as two fundamentally opposed axes of 
language In L1s1ng metaphors we refer to sornethrng 111 an altogether different context 
such that rt poetically ernphasizes ;i partrr::ular quality of the object of description To 
speak of clouds as - balls of wool' for example accentuates their texture wrth a poetic 
subst.tuuon of this sort An evocative companson of resemblance 1s thus set up There 
rs a kind of a replacement of terms here which works so as to amplify the aspect of th(, 
subject 111 question rather than srrnply descrrbrng the nrght as dark' for example Wf' 
might refer to rt as a sea of 111~- Subsututrons of thrs sort may be understood as a krn,1 
of contraction a compacting or co()(/c11;;111c; of terms of reference (n1ghVrnk) that 
delivers a poetic charge by virtue of the unusual equation rt makes In short. the 
metaphorical or vertical axis thus deals w1tl1 the selection of hnquist«. uerns and allows 
for ';u/Js/1/u/1(,/1 across terms 

l,1 the process of metonymy by contrast ·:ie are conc:erned less with the affr-cts of 
s.ibst.tutror- across contexts. and more v1It11 a flurd charn of unbroken 117ea11rnrJ with 
cornwct,n; tc:rrns tJetonyllls typically ut1lrze part to whole corrnectrcrns co1rner:t1ons of 
prcx11111ty or contIgurty In met0nymy there rs a krnd of rJrsplacernent by assoc1;1t1or1 a 
stand rn f0r relatronsh1p of one term by another that Is closely ;md qurte ev1rJc11tly 
related In soeab1g of white coats when vie mean to refer to doctors_ for instance or 
r,ene-,a when vie mean to rE:fer to the :ihole of the governmental apparatus of 
Sw1tzerIanrJ '."le are poI11trng trJ the whole of a thing by referring srrnply to a drst1nr:t1Vt' 
part of It a stand-rn relat1onsh1p .vl1,ar0 a smaller compom,nt rJrsplaC(:S a hroader oi>wr:t 
of rneanrng v,Jhereas metaphors arc,; gP.neraily used to crr:atc a prn,tr, affu;t rm,tor ,-,,,n,; 
are used \c) ecnphas1ze tr1e realrst1c d1111ens1ons of an rdea typically to 'Jrriund a qIvr,11 
1,_ie:i ,n a part,ccJlar ph-;s11:al attribute I lie rn,.:trJnyrnrc or hrrnL011tal ;ixr'.; of lamJtld(j(' ti 111', 
deals 1·,,th Hie l;11krng of terms arid allo-11s for a generative us0 ,Jf la11quaqe 0;1 tlw IJasrs 
'A c,;mb1nannn Detv1een t•arrns 

l l11s '" a d,strnr::tron tl1at can bc; rJ:ff,,,ult to rnaIntaIn ber:ausc, tilr: rir,Pr atIor1s of r~H,taplmr 
H1,j '.i:..:~t·:,r·,r;'1/ ~'.::H1 ~·.,j ,j(J (JJ.::..:11::1~1 /::.._ 1,s~·f,Ji shorthand d1st1i1<,t1ri11 ttintJ1jh [llt'Ltpt'•H' 



are analog/Cs they substitute a term drawn from a completely cf1ffere11t category of 
mearunq for a more choice, rnetonyms are connectors they make an assocration 
between an attribute of a thing and the whole of thrs thing. and manage a displacement 
of terms of meaning on this basis We might extend this by noting that metaphors 
typically make use of shared meanings across different terms of reference metonvms 
make use of lustoncal ,rnd cultur a! assoc.anons to c11able tr 1111ec1t1n11c; of 111P;i111110 

Fetish objects utilrze both these basic operations of la11tJ11age 111 tlH: casr uf rnetapl101 
as Freud (1977 354) puts rt 'the organs or Objects chosen as substitutes woulo be 
such as appear as symbols of the perus m other co1111ect1011s as well Hence those 
phallic objects that resemble 111 some ways the shape of the penrs or part of rts 
functiorunq. may well operate as fetish objects I rkewise 111 the case of metonymy so 
might any number of objects that share certain drstmctive attributes of trns object and 
connect to rt 011 the horizontal or assocrative axis of rnear1111g such as ·,e1vet a1d fur 
commonplace fetish paraphernalia according to Freud masrnuch as they represent a 
condensation of part-to-whole 

FANTASY, "SCENE", REPEATED. 
There is one last factor that will assist in our exposition of the dynarrncs of tetistusm the 
role of fantasy Importantly a psychoanalytic perspective refutes the 11011011 that fantasy 
rs simply opposed to reality, that fantasy exists as a purely illusory product of the 
irnaqinatron which stands 1n the way of a correct perceptroll as Evans puts rt ! 1997 591 
r antasy indeed rs more real than reality· at least 111 the sense that rt ·s only tll'oug/1 

fantasy that what 1s taken to be reality rs accessed 111 the first place Psychoanalysis 
assumes the stability. efficacity and relatively coherent nature of the subjects fantasy 
life' (Laplanche & Pontalis. 19 73 3151 rt rs exactly thrs - the subject s fantasy - wh1cb 
clirncal psychoanalysis endeavours to explain Importantly also Freud typically 
approaches fantasies 111 the mode of scones· hence ernp'vasrzmo thP1r visua: quality as 
scenarios thr ouqh which desire 1s staged that which rs sPen c1 facto: which f anor 
continually ernphasvcs 111 the colorual context tile visual element of racial difference 

Bhabhas work like that of f anon before h1111 demonstrate· , "'"'" · ·-···,I 
commitment to the importance of tantasv I hrs may at first sound like an odd claim to 
make, given tlut we typically 1111c1g1ne that a pohucal conscrousnr-ss rs one attuned to 
the · real' under ly111g conditions of society l he rdea here rs that we need to see the 
world as ,t ts beyo11d the 1deoloq1r:al drstortions of false consciousness or fantasy Vvhat 
1s required of , r1t1cal polmcal tilouqht cir so rt would seem rs a part,culc1r branc of 
realism for wh.it rs vzil11ed h,'re after all rs exactlv the propensity tri see the tacts 
through the f1ct1,111s FJsyd1ri,rnalys1s offers a ve•y different perspective 011 this problem 
If for tile 11FJ111t•11t we drr:qit that ,111u)llsr:,ous fd11tc1sv plays il verv dc·rrn11,rnt role 1•1 
strur:tu1111g our lrv,•s 111 111forr11111q ,1111 ;irt1011s c111d perceptions thr,11 v1l1zit rs IP'1u11ed of 
11c; IS 110I jUSt 11,., ;11lrl1ly t,1 c;,,,. tlir, l(·,ll tl11r)1.1ql1 tllP f;rnt;isy ti11t ti!,, ah1l1ty /,1 Sl>c' t/;1• 
lnntasv 111 //11 · r, ·. 1/ 

If It IS f;rnt;;sy !I, ll ,_r,r1d1!1<1/I', ,·1lnt ''"ill!',;!', :,•alrt, frir '.J'; tiler, rt ,,,•,·fl" I ,,,,,1.·.c;c. tr, tr, 
and g1;1c;p !111, !1111' re;il for rt 1°; ;il•:1;1y•, :1/11•;1,J, :in r-ffr·r t '1/ hnt;i0·, 1, I'- ,c, 1,.irt,, ·Ji i·', 
1111porta11t 111 tlir·, :ise "' 1:1cisr11 If we :1•:u;pt fur tllf, 111r1111r•11t th;it 1;1, 1sr11 11,,,, 01,1111,11 
discourse. 1s st11wt,11l:d t,y cert.1111 b11t:1•:1<'c; rtl11· su1"0t1ri11t'{ c)f <Hl• r:1, ,. 1111· dPqen,,1,ir.:v 
of zinothPrl tl1,,11 un1fror1tc1t1011 w1tl1 ;rny ,,111t1;11y truth 11:111,,rul •·,•1,·r•,· tl.;i! ''Pl'' ,-cc 



these bd1efs1 v1ill not 1cs11lt 111 ci cJlobal cha11~ic 111 belief. 111 the hlle~10111g of racist 
attitudes because ones ar:u,ss to such truths always occurs throuqh the filter of 
fantasy wluch coml1t1011s any acr:ess VJf~ have to the real world Readmq r acism as a set 
of f1r:t1011s 111rat1onal beliefs r1f r<ir:<, s11pc,r1or1ty/111fe11or1tyJ aqarnst the real (the actual lack 
of 111tegrc1I rJ1fferences bcetwec;11 rar;r~s1 will nence always be inadequate. particularly at 
the level of mterventron \f'/hy'i Because 1f fantasy structures reality. then those facts 
1·1h1ch counter rny vIsI011 of reality thus const.tuted can always be re arranged 111 such a 
way that my fantasy Is not tl11eat;:11ed Part of the mtransrqence of racism. 1t seems 1s 
that 1t does work exactly on the; level of fantasy that certain of its vital prenuses have 
as we nuqht put It an uncorscious depth of rootrnq (which 1s not. of course. to unplv 
that there 1s anytl11rF_J natur ahst«: about racist br,l1efs1 

Fantasy for psychoanalysis comes first 111 other words. precedmg the reality that It 
thus enables Here we nuqht rnake reference to Zizek ( 1992 122 J who. via l a can 
rommds I.1s that fantasy Is what makes reality sustainable ·with regard to the basic 
oppos1tIon t;0;tween reality anrJ unaqmation fantasy 1s not simply 011 the side of 
I111a(_JI11atIon f,rntasy 1s ratlwr tht, little piece of unaqmauon by which we gaI11 access to 
reality tile frame that guarar1te,~s our access to reality our sense of reality· To do 
away w1tr1 fantasy then will not give us a clear or objective view of the world · as 1t 
actually Is It will mean rather that we will cease to have access to renl!ty at all For this 
reason the attempt to retrieve truth out of fantasy will always rernam an ultimately futile 
project for psychoanatysis This 1s especially so 1n contexts that are characterized by the 
ubrqurty of heightened relations of fear/hatred/desire contexts such as that of the colony 
where massive dispantres of power and formidable discursive "mechanisms of 
othe111e;ss· are also at play ek.rnents that 1wl<ice forrrndable degrees of fantasy These 
are fa11tas1Ecs that have the power to over mJe more rational modes of perception amJ 
social .ntercourse Hac1sr11 like ponucal 1rJeolorJy more generally. 1s not based upon a 
rational belief structure that 1s thus subject to the alteration or correction of contrary 
evidence Contradicuons of this sort are simply managed· by the fantasy structure 
rearranqed 111 such a way that poses no threat to its schema of the world 

PROTECTING MYTHS OF PURITY AND ORIGIN. 
Hr!'i1 tl1en rJcJes this heurl1a11 ar;r;o1111t r)f fet1sli1sm 1ll11r11111ate the turir:t1rH11rHJ r,f 1;1cial 
stcr .. ,or/p"'s·; Here It Is U',feful tr) retrar.e the steps of Bhabha s arqu11w11t In fairly 
deliberate terms Colo111al discourse and racism alike rely on what Bhablia terrns tlifs 
myth of h1stor1cal ow1111at1on 11994 7 4 I that 1s notions of racial punty the pr1or1t1sat1011 
uf om, s 0,,111 racial tme as necessarily superior to that of others Thr,se ideas ar(: 
enacted at the level of fantasy and are produced 111 relation to the colo111al subiect l l1ey 
hc1ve as t111c:1r obiect1ve the attempt to normalize· the multiple beliefs and split sutJiects 
1the const1tut1ve arnb11ale11ces J rA the u1lon1al encounter How 1s the sr:ene ot 
fd1sl11srn rele 1ant i1ere'1 V Jc:11 lhe scenrc of fet1sh1sm functions as at rJ11r:c: ;1 

rear:t11at1or1 <Jf the material of 0rirJ1nal fantasy the anxiety of castrat1or1 arid c.;1:xuc!I 
·11fferer1c:e - as well as a rirJrmal1zat1011 of that difference and d1sturbanr:t! 111 turns rJf ti!,· 
fet1sl1 ol",)'sCt as the s,,bst1t1 rte foe t11;, rn0ther s perns 18h;ibh3 1994 741 I ct1sl11s111 t11r,11 
operates I1,.rc: a regression to H1P- scene of or 1q1nal fantasy that 1s rn,Fk up of twri 11,111'.; 
F1rst1·, tl1e traurnat1··, rJ1suJver1 of cl1fforr,nco and alor1q with It tilt! t1111,at rit loss that 1t 
r._.pres,,nts icJr tho riarr:IssIstIr: 111 or1ginary s, 1hiect Secondly the attr;rnpt c1t r;;,;riv"'ry 
the 11'.JDef,,I supe1IrnpcJS1tir)ll r)t dlVlther IrnaCJ<i a replacerner1t Object ov,,r tlw; rJ1slu1l,111r1 
SCdle ',"l 3S to pl,v.atr.- tii;s rl1c;f111tnnu; trJ 11/l//llilil.'I' this ri1fh,1i,11,, I h•: IT;is1, 



components that f3hcibha outlines as integral to the ,;tereotypI11g rl1eno111ena are hence 
already In place the anxiety connected with the encounter with d1tference on the one 
hand. and the attempt through fantasy to normalize the disturbance and to hence 
stabilize a procanous identity. on the other Thus F Pt1st11s111 as th,: 'i1savcJ1·1al of 
difference, 1s the 1er,et1t1ous scene around the problem of castrauor Tt1,· 1ecog11ItIr111 of 
sexual difference Is disavowed hy the f1xat1011 on an obJerJ that 111;1s~s d1fferer1ce and 
restores an orn1111al presenr:e · I Bhabha 1994 7 4 I 

It Is on this basis that f-lhabha JL1St1f1es lus use of fet1sh1srll ,is an a11aloque for 
stereotyping actions Two tundamental cornponents then an 1111t1al d1sturtJ111g encounter 
with difference repetitively denied and then assirrnlated 11110 the frame of what one 
already knows. and the fantasy attempt to norrnahze this difference wrtl recourse to an 
additional component In the first case clams Rhilbha. we have a str11ct11ral rrr'k 
between fetishism and stereotyping 111 the second case a functronal link 

FETISHISM AS ANALOGUE OF STEREOTYPING: STRUCTURAL AND 
FUNCTIONAL LINKS. 
Childs and Will1arns ( 1997 1261 describe the structural link betwee11 fet1sh1s:r, and 
stereotyping stereotype illld fetish both link that which 1s u11fa1111l1ar c111d drsquretmq 
(sexual/rilc1al r11ffere11cP) to that which Is Ianut.ar and accented 1fet1st1 
object/stereotype: Bhabha refers 111 trus respect to Edward Said and the tatter s 
attempt. 111 Orientalism ( 1978) to get to grips with the ostensibly psvcholooi: ,ii r "1hlern 
of how u11r,recede11tecl experiences In colonial environments come to be ilss11111lilted 11110 
previously ex1stir1g structures of u11derstand111q Here Bt1abha focuses 011 tne ,/r·fr,nce 
role of fetisrusrn. that 1s. 011 how identity and narcrssisuc selfhood are protected 111 the 
face of a disturbinq otherness The poblern of castration 1s thus centralized and what 
we witness as wily of response Is thP syndrome of a repetIt1ve mect1an1sm one tnat Is 
centered on a threatening perception of reality or. more directly on a vex.nq perception 
of difference which 1s imrnediately disavowed 

V'Je have someth111r~ here like a reflex of de111al a relay 1eactI,m In Nlw h . J1ffere1,,y '" 
not properly co11f1011ted but instead continually deferred 111 the 1deolog1c;1! e,1u1vc1ii-11t uf 
the · repet1t1O11 c.rHnpuls1O11 I rncide f1c1urilt1ve reference to aho·,e The 11ew thus •s 
known only as ,1 dupl1cc1t1on of the old c1s a proiect1O11 of what one c1lready knows This 
disavowal. to clarify Is not so 1nuch to cJo wrth the difference of the other rer se which 
once u11derstoocl c1s an issue of 111fer1011ty ca11 ec1s1ly be adrrntted - rat her rt has to do 
with the threat this other poses to a ·.vorld 111 my own image to the narc1ss1st1c u111verse 
of me and rnI11e It 1s ill this ro111t nf tl1rr>,1/ that cJ1fforence Is rl1c;ilvowec1 c111r1 m1t sIn1plv 
on the bc1s1s nl 1/1ss1r111/a11tv ,lion» 1•.vlwh need 110t always hr·· 1111derstn,1d ;is 

!tlf Piltelllll~J) 

V've rrnght say t11;it t11,, •;t11Jr tllr:11 1w;t1f1r ;1t1011 for thP I111~ tiHv1Hw f,,t,siwrn c1111 
stPreotyp111q ec;p,•r 1;illy 1rJ11u·111s thr· rule ()f rJrsavriwal ,llld 111,Je,0,j the 1<;sLH' ,1f 
contradictory twl1,>fc; 01 ,;t;ites l11cJced I lllP,111 t1P1r' tu e1nphas11p tt1e bet of twu co 
ex1st1ng and yet r •111tr,Hy posItIrn1s wti,,ttl'"' tt11JSP 1,0s1tIrms arP r1f t,r>),r.f 11s ·n f relJ'J" 
model tt1cre 1-, ,ind y,·t rH'v,·rttir,I,,,s :·. 111,/ a pu1Is1 r;r d rnI,1111:1I ·11s, •1111•;,, 1a 
lt'C]Ulillly know.illl•· / du111,0st1r,:il1·1J •It11,·1.t l)f ,J19 ,,I1r•1• :,1,i I· IS .ii,;· 

u11knowahle/tt11,·;it, ·11I11q I rir uf 1dP11t1f1r 11t11,•i I ;JII ntt1P1 ·,·,,th v,h, 1111 ,,, 
shmild hP possdil,· :1t111111 ,., ,11,.,1 irrni1,11,,·nt!1 ,.J,,1111f ,1t,1,. ,J1111, 

I t ",-, ¥' ._, 



1 he functional link on the other hand Ioreqrounds more strongly the dvtuurnc« of 
fet1st11st1c orocesses tile var.rllatron hetw(:<'n tliE· contraries mentioned above We are 
co ricer tied here wrth th,; play between an aich.uc affrrmation of the precious qualrties of 
rne and rn.ne l'Nhtteness rnasr.unrutv P,(C J and tliE, castraunq threat of difference The 
dynarrnsrn ti ». 1110/nr nf rf-.:/J':/1//011 1111riE:rly111<J tetrslusm is here central This 1s an 
osculat.on betwe•:n brsltds as Rhabl 1d puts 1t I 1994 7 4 '1n Freud's terrns All men have 
penises 1n ours All men have the same sktn/r ace/culture for Freud some do not 
have penises tor us some do riot hc111, the s.une sktn/i ace/culture · 

Thrs movement between 1rrecc,nc1lc1blE: tid1t:fs. the constant to and fro· between 
contradictory postrons which ts almost comuulsrv« 1n n:iture ts exactly the acuvuy 
through whrch the subject attr:rnpts to mecltnte tl1e controntntton w1//1 1/w ·otlwr What rs 
important about thrs conceptuahsation 1s not only that 1t furthers the structural links 
above that of immediate response. the relay of difference disavowal but also 
extends 1t. views 1t as an ongoing repetitive schema, a fantasy repeated, like a scratch 
1n a record that causes 1t to stick This functional link also points to the necessity of the 
ac/1v1/y of this process making evident that tetrshism itself requires a rcpe/1/1011 of ection 
and not just that but a circular loqic of difference realized disavowed. "covered over" 
which then needs be c1rc111tously re-en,irJt,cJ 

IRREPARABLE DIFFERENCE AND THE SCENE OF FANTASY. 
It ts exar;tly tlu ou~Jh act1v1ty that the maq«: uf the fetrsli works this rs how tt attempts to 
rnediate tl':tween the su!Jiect and tlie d1strntrn1g object a rnediatron which 1s never 
completely successful whose only allevration comes with the constant action of the 
fctistust act repeatea Here rt l1elp,.; to stress the role of anxiety rn the process and more 
partrcutarlv the relationslup between ar1x1E:ty anrJ repeution The anxiety of threatening 
difference may be alleviated after the fetrshrst act ts earned out but because the act and 
the act are not substanuvely l111kc;cl tne act can never undo the realization of 
dtfferenr;e - the relief from anxiety 1s 011:y short-lived hence the compulsion to repeat 
the action agarn ancJ again 

If this model liolds. tnen we start to 11nclerstand something about the repet1t1ve quality of 
stereotyping More than that we understand sornett11ng about the necessary regularity 
of rts katur":s 1n stereotyping Tne fa,;t ttiat the siJnW caricatured f1'_Jure 1s repeat,_:rl 
agarn ancJ c1rJci1n rs prer:rc,,_:iy bec;;wse :1,: l1a'JP the protilern of a stud rnst,mr:,, ,if 
reveser1tat1ur1 ancJ rJ'/ the Sdlll"' tr>kt,r, d stuc,~ 111star1ce of 1rJr_,11trtrcat1011 111 ,,ac.h r,,1<.,, 
the a~x,vt·1 of d1fferc:nre car1 never IJe rldrnrtely el1mrnclterl but can only be tH1dlv 
ilssuaged tidur'; rt , must be: aga111 rqieatecJ V le should not redltce this process rn,~rf,ly 
tri an ar1al;t1r:s of 1ndrv1rJual anxtt:ty l1ov1r;ver Bhabha s analysts 1dent1f1es a 111ore 
profound mecha111sm of repet1t1011 a rq,et1t1011 that rnr1st be see11 111 l1r1l1t of tlHJ 
dynamrc:s -if ;irnb1,1alenr;e amJ unco11su1Jus fantasy I Jenee Hie frx1ty and the fdnt,1s111atrr. 
quality of the stereot'(pe for Bhabha 1t rs ber;ause of thrs fad that the s;ir,11• ()/cf storti"'.; 
musr be tole! 1cornpuls1vely) again awl clfre-;h 1Elhabl1a 1994 77i 

It rs useful riere to briefly refer to l accm s 11rJtton of fantasy 1n partrr:lll,11 l11s suqqest1011 
that th,: sr,en<:: r;f L:rntasy VJ(Jrks nut only tr> staqe desrre as Freud liar! 1:1;11rPntualis,-,rl 
but also as cl clef'c;r1ce exc1ctl·1 ar~a,11•,t r:astratron As E'Jans t 1\JCJfi Ii()) ,,xpla111s l ,11 ;111 
r,ompares th':: f,rnta-,y scu1-c: to a fro/.,,:1 ,rnaqe rrn cl crnem;i sr:reicn 111st as tile 111111 111,1v 



be stopped at a certain pornt 111 order to avoid slowmo a traumatic sr.,,11,, :il11cl1 follows 
so the fantasy scene 1s a defence against castration Here ther1 tile irJpa of a frozen 
image of fantasy which works to conceal the equivalent of castration the loss 111 other 
words of orrqrnary" or pure racial identity 

It 1s clear then !10111 Bhabha s d1sc11ss1011 that to normnhzo d1fferp11e,_, drH:S not 1m•a11 to 
eradicate 1t to fully ·rq1,w· its damaqe T Ile fet1sl1 does not opr-r at.. ,, ·. 'F t1i "'rrr .e :ill 
traces of sexual d1ffe1e11ce. that would b{': to nusundorstanc the r.rJ11u;pr r)f disavol','1I 
The discovery of difference has been made and despite tl1P psvr 111,;:,il ,,,1!ex tc, 1e'ly 
this difference this discovery once made cannot be undone Vvhat can happen thcugl1 
is that this disturbing discovery of difference can be made bearable 'I! J1ic1<!Cdl1/1· .vth 
the involvement of an additional component Fetrslusm In this sense Is a k111d of object 
management' by means of which anxiety 1s alleviated It Is an operation of fantasy 
linked to a particular reahtv-oriented mode of defence dsavcwal I herr- ,s an 
interesting couvcrqcnce here between the phobic and tile fetish object as de sir able as 
the latter 1s. 1t Is also always a potential source of anxiety The tetisf thus arid the 
stereotype also 1s a volntilc object able to give pleasure a11d anxietv In eq~1zii pcrt,ors 

THE INSTRUMENT AL OBJECT. 
It 1s hence more appropriate to think of the fetish as clornest1cat1ng rather than 
eredicetuu; difference I mean domesticating here 111 two ways 111 the sense bot'7 cf 
keeping c/1ffe1ence at /Jay and concentrating ditterence w1th111 a cu curnst nbeo set of 
attributes Put differently difference may thus be domesticated firstly by r,rorJur::1ng a 
stand-in object which rrnght take the place of the actual different other arv: second!v t,, 
stab1liz1ng this other. by reducrnq thern to a given set of caricatures If we are to grasp 
the particular far:ulty of Bhabha s account 1t Is crucial that we engage with both these· 
particular proc--sses of the domestrcatron r. or · norrnalizatron In Bhabha s terms, 00111 
of which rer:all basic clements of f'reud s descr.ption of the fetish This focus rrn 
processes Is vital. furthermore because 1t helps bridge the ~Jap between fet1shPs as 
objects and stereotypes as processes - a gap that Bnabha seems 1101 to zittend to 
sufficiently s1wil that we nuqnt have a better understandmq of hnw 1110 actrvitres ,, 
colonial discourse c1ncl 1dent1f1cc1t1011 rrnght be seen as fet1sh1st1c 

As we have, s,·,·11 tl1t· co11fru11tat1u11 w1tl1 difference yields a11xIoty an ;i11x1Ptv tt:at 1~ 

never completely d1ss1pated but that Is alleviated with recourse to the ohiect 
managerne11t of fet1sh1s111 ! his m,rnagernent ut1l11es an acici1t1011al r'.ornponent whwh 
to he sure 1s neither tile subiect 1101 the threate11111g other as bDtil .-i s/;ill(/-111 oiiw, r 
(that 1s a11 object of drsplacement, and as an obiect of conce11trat1or1 1111 wh1cil we sef' ,l 
poetic compactI11q of tr·rrns nf referPnce a11 object of condensat1c:iri 111 r1tilP1 \vrircJs, 
Hr-rr• 1rnprJ1t;rn1lv Wf' 11111st 11lit rn;ikr· thP 1111stake rif ;1ssu111111q that ,r, 1;w1s111 1·w ;Jr, 
de;1l1r1g wit/1 ;1 t\·;r) (),HfV 1--:,,Jt1jt·1 t 1Jtflf'f) tr;111~;v:fir;n r;1thPr 1.v•· ;-1r,· j,•:ll1Pq .,,.,,,q, :111 

1nteract1011 t1etw,,.,11 tl11r·e terms SlltlJHt f1,t1sl1 Inr st;;rpotyp,•1 a111J tile r;1, 1al r;t11e1 
l his IS a //11111· 1,.,rt 111/l'!i/l'/IOI/ t11.1t 1•; fri·IJ!Ji'lltly •;lir11t I II' 11ItP1j 'ill( !1 ''7:Jt ,t -~ 11l,1y,•,1 1t 
predorl1tn;lf1tl'y (,,•f\.Vt-'i'li tt1,· fir~:f r:;f f(I•".-;;, t\:J11 fi"·rll]'; l t11'-, I'~ ti·y r11; f11,,,Jr"- t l'l'il;f')i/f '.rl• 

d,lllli!(IP s1J1f,;1,·,l tiy ti,,. i;111;il 1itl1,·1 t,ut 1:1!111·r tn s11111wst tl,:it tlH· .1, t1,.1I 1•1,·s,.,11, 
and act1v1tIes ,•t, uf tlw; c1tlH·1 '."111 1,1w>1II; t,,, 1111·1k1t,»I rfrJr t1,,. ,·1· ,,-, : 'v tt,P 01· . .,,.111011 
of th,• sh·1,•1,tv1"· 1,,1 ti,,· f,·t1 ,111 



The rfd1sl1/stueotyp,:i obJL:ct il<Jtl1 ·;/,111d; 111 t.» the other (or a part of thernJ and 
tuncuons as :i 110111/ <Jf ,:r111u,11/r<1/111I1 f,H what are taken to be theu most cssentra) 
atttibutes 1 his rs an rnstr111m,11tal 1JilJf,r.t or an rnstrurnental actrvrty which has a 
n1ed1at111g ub1ect1'Je It rs rnor e ,:c1s1ly cur1t1olled and manipulated than rs the or1~1111al 
d1sturb1ng 1sexu,1I or 1ar.1c1l1 otlH,1 who t:v1de11cecr the difference that rs experienced as 
threatening It rs a means that rs almost magical - certarnly Iantasmatrc 111 terms of the 
task that rt rs asked to perform that of rnedratrng and stabilizing a world of threatenrng 
difference Here a cornpauson wrth tile traditional anthropoloqrcal usage of the 
desrgnatron of fetish benefits 11s the fetish rs precisely a magical object worshipped by 
a given society because rt r;reates a sense of order and control 111 a triqhterunq world 
whilst holding a given (supematutal/cosmoloqrcaf belief-structure rn place 

Two points of clanfication are important ~rrstly to state the obvious 111 Freud's account 
tlieu: ,s 1n 1:unsc1rws intton.)! ,1c/ua/ity nu mother's penis This Is the case despite the 
cruual structuring role a qiven tnntnsmot«: object takes on 111 the Irle of the tetrshist l he 
fetish as absent female pems rnust 111deed be made fantas,zecl and done so as part of 
the detonce-atternpt of drsavowal f IH-; same rs clearly true of the stereotype, whrch by 
the same token need have 110 ·realist· bas rs outside of the racial fantasy Furthermore 
there rs no pre-set 110 p11111al object of fetishism many different objects and 
associated sets of practices can become fetrshrzed as Freud's clinical illustration 
makes abundantly clear I make these points as way of ernphasizinq that the fetish like 
the stereotype must always be a constntctcc! object both In the sense that there Is 110 
u11derlyrm_1 realrst basis for rts presence 111 rs precisely fantas111at1c:). and 111 the sense 
that rt rs rdrosyncratrcally determined relative to a contingent set of social and historical 
circumstances These are rrnportant pornts o1 clarification because they make allowance 
for tf1e far.t that the fantasy sc;en,Hro that rs constructed - the fetrsh object/activrtv the 
stereotyping process - rs 1ust that 1:r;!l,/111derl a fact that porrmts for the role of the 
d1scurs1ve rn the psychical operatrons of racism The tropes of fetrshrsm can be codrfred 
wrthrn discourse. can to a11 E:xtent. be socially con·1ent1onal1sed and done so 111 drfferent 
ways according to different hrstorrcal locatrons Thrs rs helpful 1f we are to avord the 
pitfalls of psychologrcal 1ed11ct10111s111 and keep open the possrbrlity of artrculatrng 
fantasy v11th external socral struct111,:,s 

l-rnpl:as11;r1g tlie 11011 rraalrst h:br'; r1f fs,t1sli/st,,rcotype ohwcts c111d tJd1;iv1rJ111 hem,frts 11:, 
also rr1 srviv1111g up the fa!;( th;it tlw rar;Ist stereotype rer1u11f-:S 111; realist· t1as1s desprtE, 
that rt pl,Jys such a pron1111e11t a11chm11ir_1 role In the discourse a11d rde11trfrcat1rms of tlrr! 
racist r·cJ realist bas rs tYs 1r1n,J 11,,: r1n, 11 ,11:; neec/ lo re11ur/1ii/1, tlw t/111:,1/ nf ca:;/ra/1011 
Hence 8r13bha s concerns wrth t110se conceptualrzatrons of tile stereotype whrcli 
attempt to tre rt to a re:alrst foundation or to models of represf,11tat1011al drstortro11 
Stere·jt·1pes can funr:tron quite adequately outsrde thrs dornarn of reference not all 
I11sta11ces of racrsrn need be l111ked tr, tile conscious or rational precepts of the raust •, 
own persorial experre11u.: 1 r, tlH: u,ntrary rf we arF: to properly <Jr,isp wl1at rs ,,,, 
InsIste11t so tenacrous ahr1ut rar,Isn1 vie rlfaed to look 011tsrrk tl11s dor11a111 of rdc,re11u: 

CONDENSATION AND DISPLACEMENT. 
'lie nI'lf r1ow r1101e to al11J11 tl1•, f(::-1tIm,c, uf t11e f.-t1sl1/sh,rr,otyp"' d,, ,:111phds1zr:rl c11J11v" 
It11c1t It ,s a stand-1r1 ob1c:ct c1wJ rJ11-: ,,f r_rJf1ce11tratIor11 tri two r11d1111t:r1t;11y aspH:ts r,f tli•· 
r1rIci'ar1 prricess funct1rJ111l"J of ti1,; II1I1JJI1suri,Is fwo psvcimd11c1lyt1r t-,I111s di•· 1isdul 111 
r-:-:-fin1r 'l our (__,(jf 1C·~Pt· ial1Sdt1r ;r \ ! lt::r·~ n1r ;')t_; ~Jf i,l)f /: }ffrJsat,rH/ and ( l!.\{J/r1, :1 '(1}1 •flt 111,_:'_)t_' di t_' 



terms Freud ( 1996 I uses to desr.nbe two of ttie most basic oper at1rws ,t , :w_o,,sr, ius 
processing In the effects of the dream-work In the cas« of th-- former we hav-: the 
process in which several .maqes or figures come to be r;rmrJpnsed 11110 a s111gle 
composite 1111aqe invested w1tt1 the meaning and energy of its c.ornponr-nt parts The 
substitutive process thus implied the , compactmo of ter rns of r efHenu' 1Pal1 I ,1r_J11 

to liken condensation to tile r11ela/J/1011c properties of languaqe 121s drcscrrbed c1bove, 

In the case of tl1e displacement we nave a linkage of related terms T hrs ,s a process 111 
which one mental image (and its attached mental energy; comes to stand 1n for another 
on the basis of a series of assocrative connections Lacan relates the horizontal 
connections of displacement phenomena to the operation of metonymy Both of these 
functions are of course crucial to the distortion of the dream work. a distortion that 
enables the playing out of certain drsqursed unconscious contents which 1•1 a process of 
over determination. become enmeshed with more immediate contents and wishes from 
recent experience The usefulness of Bhabha s mtervention 111 this respect Is to pomt to 
the fact that displacement and condensation rrnght be crucial operations w1th1n which to 
understand the funct1011mg of stereotypes Such behaviours and modes of speaking 
rrnght best be apprehe11ded and nuqht only 1n fact be sustained by tnese prirnarv 
process funr.trons opei atmq here not pr111c1pally as means of disqurse or concealment 
as 1n the case of the dream-work - but as means of requlanzrnq difference and hence 
safeguarding aqainst anxietres of castration 

METAPHORIC I METONYMIC MANIPULATION OF THE FETISH. 
Although perhaps not strictly a fetish and certainly not 111 the sexual sense the idea of 
the Voodoo doll makes for a useful illustration of the functional qualitres of the fetish 
object (or process) An object of maqical rnarupulation this doll rs both metonvrn and 
metaphor It rs associated. by virtue of content. to the person to whom its rnaqic rs 
directed, contarnrng actual material elements of the subject 111 question Clearly here we 
see a relationslup of cont,gwty rt rs a metonvrn a stand 1n for the onqinal object 111 
which we see 11 displacement relation embodied The doll thouqh also tcsetuotes the 
object of its des.red affect. cc1ll1ng them to mind on the basis of likeness and rs such 
also ;i 111etc1ph•ll c1 subshtution of an obj=r.t from on= qrven cateqorv lfrcwr 1I1es dolls I for 
another Il1v111q human be111qs1 

In the exarnple of tlw Vood1YJ doll then we have an c,IJiect that 1s used ho:h 
metonvrrucailv 1 .rs a drspracernent I c111d mctaphonc.urv I as a ccubst1tut,on :is ci 

condensat,011 of terms of reference I to exercise a certc11n fantasrncitrc control over t11e 
world These ;ire the b,1s1c rnechc1111srns that ensure tho efficacy of the fPtrsh rt rs 
through r:onr1c,r·t1or1s of tl11s sort I rnetonvrrnc drspl;icernent rnet;ii1110r•, cn11densat1on; 
that rt SIJf:r.PHJ 111 its rolr· ;is rn:irI1r:al rihJf:Ct lnr pro,ess1 that ,1tt0r:ts the world that 
sets a part1r:11L11 11deoloq1r:,1l1 vers10I1 of the world 111 pl;ice This after all rs the role of 
the fet1st1 rrr,;i1,r1I1 ;1 sensr' of ord,~r cind rr_introl 1n ;i fr1ghte111ng wnrld cit thP sarne trme 
tl1at ,t lwlrJs .1 ,,,·t nf ':11pPr11:1t111:1I '"' ,,Jc,nfrJq11 al1 hel1Pfs 111 pl11rr· rn,~ f;;t1sh ,n this 
SPllS'f not r>rlly ,·ri:1t1lti,, u'1t;rn1 111:1q1r:;1I w:Iy', of tlrn1k111q rt :1l•;r1 r)lrj,-rc; tlH, w,11k1 ar<'lllld 
the co ord111:1t,--. r,f til•· f;rnt;i•;y (rll rn:1qir:1I hel1pf,;1 rt thus rn:1kPc; I1c1ss11ll,· Her(· we 
str1kP to !111• 17,. IIt rJf !111· ll',1'ftrlr1•·','• '-'f fih:1I,I1;1 s I1111·Jr·i r:ir_,;11 ,-tr-1,,r t;I+'c; t",1,, qr:1 :tur,· 
and st;1b1)1/I°' ,I -:.-r1rld nf r;11:r<~t 1rjf>id,iq,.1 1 !1rr11Jq(1 Uli flf()· .. n<;1rn1 nf l L1r11;~c-\' rlhjf-'('t t',~)v 
e11c11Jle il ii1rttfllllll(J rJr,Wll :1 lll/1I11 rJf fix1t,r f,ll Id• l';t r 11\r,11.:11 ,Jr· "pc;,. ,lll•i 
1dr·11t1frr;it1r111~ ,I 11, ,. 



Returning then to the case of tl1P. stereotype 111 the case of displacement or what I have 
referred to as the 'stand 111 relation of the fetish. we have a focussing 011 certain 
supposed attributes of the other". a kind of fixation of representation upon particular 
teatures that curne 1m,trJny1111cally t() lie ernphastzed over and above the divers" 
qualrtres of the object ;is a wtiol,, I hrs rs 111 effect a drstrllatron certain ~1Ive:11 
characteristics dominate 111 the stereotype 'the Negro's arnrnahty the Coolies 
inscrutability the stupidity of the Irish 1Bhabha 1994 77) - becommq all that rs 
necessary to know about thf, figure 111 question It rs vital we not skip over ttus pornt 
because rt helps us t111dt,rsta11d the r:11m,11cy of the stereotype so to speak the fact that 
what are essentially no more than r:arrcatures function to provide all the knowledqe one 
needs to understand the essence of the other as a whole. 1 he psychical process of 
displacement provides a useful means rif understanding how the discursive operation of 
essentrauzat.on nuqht work 011 a psychical level 

111 refr~r•,11ce to operations of condensauon the substitutive processes of this operation 
suggest that actions taken upon lor w1thJ this replacement object come to take the place 
of I11tF:ractI011 with the actual object lot the other) 1 he stereotype comes to operate as 
something .vl11cl1 rs real continually affirmed always retained "truer" than Objective 
truth 1ts,ilf not only a measwe of the real. but. in a way the re,il thing itself a 
cor1cJ,,11sat1rrn of turns of rofe1f:11u: V/r: nwJht put this differently by saying tl-at tlH, 
stereotvpe rs a potent k111d uf re1f1cat1rJ1J a concretrsmq tor evidencrnq) of racist 1lCJt1011s 
.nto actual people situatrous experiences a means of making the truth 1 hrs. rt seems 
rs a prime rdeoloqical operation a making of one's truth" 1n the objects of the world a 
conunual reconfrrmation of what one already knows· In the spiralling repetitions of the 
stereotype which precisely attempt to actualize a certam ideological apparatus of ideas 
Two crucial elements of ideoloqrcal construction then essentialization and reifrcatron 
two me ans of protectmq d9aI11st tht: cast1atIcm of difference Thes« are the two 
operations that enable the fixity Bhabha speaks of 111 the opening of hrs discussron of 
colon.a: otherness that constant anrJ repetitrve action of the paradoxical and 
esse11t,al11111g 111ark111g off of cultur al/r acial difference 

111 rnetonvrmc drsplacerr-ent aml motapnor«. condcnsauon we have two concepts that 
perta.n as much to the tu11ct10111nq of ideoloqy as to the basic procedures of the 
psyr:t11r:di apparatus Tt11s 1t .voulcl seF:111 rs or1e way of co11ceptual1z111q the r:loserH,SS 
of practices of d1sr:ourse and of 1de11t1f1r;at1un 111 the stereotypr, without s1111ply r;o11flat111q 
tr:ern Vie see here tl1e poss11i:l1ty of a pol1t1r:al f1mct1on1ng of psycl11cal 1rn,r:ha111srns th;it 
rs not 1eclur:1ble to psychical procedures alone l1kew1se a psychical !1rnct1011111q of 
pol1t1cal discourse 110t reclucrble rnerely to an 1deolog1cal play of representations to ttH; 
force uf :J:sc0urse alone 111 these t;r1clges between the psychical and the poilt1r:al 
oetw"er1 fantasy diFJ structure we tia 1e the relay components the ·qo-betw,,u 1 
rnecharnsrns that I ar(Juert that Bhabha s account would require 1! rt wr,rP tu ;ivorrl 
confIat1'FJ ,J1scourse and 1dt:nt1f1r:at1011 

Stere~t1p,11g and Si'llilar racist c1ct1vItI,:s are as such always deeply 11c·1vous frH t11,·y 
occur as 1nstarices of rJ1sa·J0wal 111 wl11ch the acknowledqcrnent uf the potf:11t1dl 
castrat1011 of rJ1ffere11ce awl the repud1at101, of t111s threaten111£J difference qo haml 111 
har,cJ fh,s rs i1h·1 'lr'1b1valence rs a urnst1tue11t cond1t1on of the racial stereotype• th,, 
stereo'1pe rs the 1rr,:ccr1c1latJle rno.,c,rne11t of disavowal that rle111es rlrfferl,ncc ch:sp1\.: 



acknowledqrnq It I he stereotype atte.npts to forever forestall the d1str,'sswg effPcts of a 
difference of lack It thus becomes a fixated and endlessly repetmve mode of 
representation and identity affectively stuck 111 rts attempts to forestall difference It Is 
for this reason that the functioning of the stereotype cannot be fixed sur.ply w1th1n the 
domain of roprosentatron just as 1t cannot be adequately gr:ispr:d with reference to 
realist terms of analysis, that rs. with reference to true and false types of representation 
The stereotype to paraphrase Bhabln Is not a sirnpliticauon because rt Is a ietse 
reptesentnttcn of a given reality rather tl1e stereotype Is a s1mplif1ccitc,r; beca'.1se It Is 
an arrested fixated form of 1epreser1tat1011 that 111 rleny111g tl1e play rJf r11fferer1,-P 
constitutes ,1 problem for the representation of tl1e subject 111 SlfJn1f1cat1uns of psychic 
and social relations I Rhabh;i I SlSJ4 p 1C11 

THE NARCISSISTIC SCHEMA OF RACISM. 
In closing It Is useful to draw out some nnphcat-ons of this d.scus-uon for the further 
conceptuahsatron ot racism In extend111g the discussion above ,·1e r111qht advance tha: 
stereotyping processes are lrke fetish objects themselves kinds of w1sl1ful rnecharusrns 
They function as hopeful ways of deahnq with. or understanding the object 111 question 
the racial 'other w,tlwut nctunllv e11qng1ng them i11 the fullness of contradictory 
experience and diversity The stereotype In this sense protects aqarr st ccnnadrctions 
and works as an endlessly repeated means of keeping diversrtv at bav reducing 
difference to the stark contrasts of a Manichean dichotomy It becomes apparent then 
how the object of racism. the racial other - along with the stereotyping processes 
through which they are known and approached - rrnght be seen to be precious because 
he or she enables a k111d of protective functioning of subjectivrtv Here phobic and fetish 
objects (or processes) come to be linked and not sunply 111 tile sense that fetish objects 
have the ability to disturb and frighten but 111 thP sense that fr1ghten1rv1 objects are 
precious precisely because of tlie11 abrhtv to hold a trernu'ous s11hwctl'11ty tcYJetl1er 
r1ga1nst that which threatens 1t 

file toqrc that tnus seems to tie e11art,,r11s one 111 v1h1ch racist ~-·c1ct,u-cc Ip~1c;t, or1t.11ue 
must not abate least the object of racism the fetish of thr stereotype shCJuin disappear 
and my subjer.tivrty thus be threatened with lack l he fantasmc1t1r: tactcr of the racial 
other' rs vital here Indeed 1t would seem exactly by virtue of such fet1sh1st1c practices 
that this tantasmatic other Is continually sustained In this strange logic I need to 
continue bemq · ,JC:1st such tint I continue to gene1 ate an object of racist hatred for niy 
onyorng racIs111 l 111s racism of course serves an ostensibly protective function 
keeping at bay th,1t which protects rne from the difference of lack the thrr>;ite11111q body 
of tl1e ·ottlf'I \'1h1ch fciils to reflect rny own n,11cIssrst1c quc1l1t1es Ir~ thrs lrr'e of 
speculc1t1011 we h;ivf' a n;:irc1ss1st1c 111odP of rar:Is111 th:it c111phas11es tl1P racIq s 
dependr!11r;,· rH1 t!H' rJIJt('Ct nf tl1<'1r li;itr•"i ;1 view wlwh resoI1:1t"S stronqll' vJ1tl1 Sart1e s 
f;m1ous dt>rl;11;1t1011 tl1,1t tlH· .l>·w Is tlH· 111vr-r:t1on "f tl1P /1r1t1 SP1111t,, ,·,111 !i 111 t,n1' ,s 
t;JkPn 11p hy f ;11"111 I l'1Hr;1 tr, tli•· ,,ffr,rt tii;Jt tllf" r1,'qIr, IS s;11rl to hr· tlr1· ,•1·,entIr,n r1f t'k 
1;Jr;Ist wh1t1· 'illhjr'r t 

\/'/t1 h;1vt-' lv•r,· c.11111t·th1nq !1k•· :1 rl:lf1:1<;',1';t1r_ c;r:t1r-·r11:1 (Jf r:ir 1<.rn th~lt f·lt 1(·1!'-- d qrt<H dc·.Ji 
of r1ctut1I d1:-·L1dirn,·r1t t)t-•t\.'Ji'i"•f1 ';1Jt11f·(t ;111rj r;tt]PJ If ,\11-1 rt•ft~•r I;} ~ t f ~·~-j j <..; 'l1r1•, .i~i 
picture Wf! re<:<111 :1<.Jc11r1 tt1;1t tl1,, ;:ic:t1Jdl 111/lthf:-'' '") pt>r11'-; d1)1H:, r·1·}t '')ht ~·1--1~ tt,1· 'f·!,c.-t, ,c..:, 

itself a replar:Prne11t for il far1t;1srn:itw ilhl"r:t 111rlf',·d 11 ,,, tli;1t Lmtd':1'1:1tr• rrlrJ•'r t N,,t 
only tilPll IS 1t Iii•· r;1<;(' tl1;1t till' <,ter,-•,t,111•· , .. :Irrt r.-,1I dl·',:,,t, II l' .1• <;,I'll· i,•,i· 




