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Abstract. 
Tile ·conJtJ(J1l1,.1t1"11 uf r,:rir,Jc/uct1on ·. 111 wtuci, c/1ilclbearing is leuitimatecf only wit/Jin a 
111c111tal .,/lur:r ,. u11c/,:1l1us surr1e uf t/1,., f)dt/)()/og1sation of the siuqk», temnte-tieniteit 
/1011sd1n/il 11, t/1,: 1Ire c/,:11111uc1cy So11//1 A/11c;m teenage f)rcgnancy literature. I utitiso a 
pos! :;trncturc1I f,:1111111~/ f1a111uwo1k tl1at cftaws 011 elements of Deuide'« and Foucault's work 
to analyse t/11: c·m111c1al1sut1011 nf roprocl11ct1on ,n South African research The 
con1uya/1sdt,,,n of rc:f)uJ/luctron r,J/11.'s on ( 1) the lnsutious "unwed" signifier which 
1nterpe11ctrat,:s t/1,: t<:I111 t,;ennrj(i /Jregnancy", allowing the scientific censure of uon-tueutu! 
aclolescent r,s·/)!Or/11ct11J11 without t/11; iuvocniicn of moralrsation, anci (2) the fixation of the 
/1usban<l-,·iif,,. .nu! /Jd1t:nls chilrlren axes of alliance as the main elements for the 
clef)loymc11t of o;,:xuc1/lly arHI roproctuc.u:», 111 tne form of the family Pregnant teenagers are, 
111 LJuliclu-111 td111·,. 11n,t,,u1/iit,/,,o; tliuv .u-: nu,thcr ctuulton (owinu to their roproouciivo 
sldt1101 t it n c1,J11/1'-, 111·,v11111 (<i t!J1:1r ,111,;), tu»! ,,rrn11ltc111eo11s/y bott! Mamage is tho authorrty 
uint c/,,,,,1,:·, tf,,.·111 ,J//i,11·111r1 ll1e111 t,110111 t/11; rilnks of adult re111o<iuct1vo sobject« 

T1o1,r,diJ'' pr,:'Jr c1111:; ,111d r,llildlJ1-,c1r1nu I1,i;,, Ileen pre-dominantly mooted as a social 
problcrn 111 ttir: nI,11nstrc:,1111 Angluplmne c1s well as the South African literature. In South 
/1frir;;i r,,s,:.I11 I1,,r, 11.1•1,, d,,sui1J1.'ri ti!1,II,11Je pregnancy as a "catastrophe" (De Vrlher s 
l '.1'.J 1 ! ! 1 / .. 1 , 111 ,,r,1, k1111c illi' I 11s <.l11irlrr,n l1civrncJ children" (Boult, 1 SJ'J2 1fi) and as · ii 
cr1trr:c1I h .11,, I U1i11r'; r.liijd, Sr,llr,rs, r ,ril11ICJ, 2UUU44) As rer;ently as 2003 Ehlers 
rJesr.r1t,,,,J t,:10I1,,,Jt: pr1.:ry1c1m.y as "1rnply[1nu] adverse health, social and econon11,; 
1rnpl1r.cit,·-,1. a f, ir tI1,, ll\<'JtiI,.:rs a11rJ tlir;ir childrr,11 - ,md usually for the nranrlrnothers as w,,.1I 
(2003 1 ·l I Tl11~ t:,ku ,,n teenaue preunancy remains dom1mmt, despite what has been 
termed th1o · re.N()nrst v1iIr:e, epitomised by Geronirnus (1991, 2001) in the United States 
anrJ Prr,3trJ11 'Nl1ylo: c111cl colleag1ws (Preston-Whyte, 1991; Preston-Whyte & Allen, 11J\J;J, 
Pre stun '//1,yt,.: & Zrrnd1. 1 'JWJ, 1 /J'J 1, 1 '.J'J2 J 111 South Africa, in which researchers have 
theorised fa,irly reprwluctIu11 c1,; a a1Japt1vc m rational ct10Ice under disadvantaged 
cIrr;urnstc1IFJ;s Tiies•; 1,,·,is10111st · r1°se;;rr;IH-.'rs have questioned the 1dcolo(Jit:,1I 
Jssu111f,t:u11s rind,, 'il tl1,; tuma91., prc1'.Jr1,i111:y/sur:IcJI prolJlern equation, statrnu tl1c1t tlirs 
st:11,,,t,.,, f, ,' .. h ,1,,1ps I·u111Uin th,: ,,.111: ·,,1lucs, cmnpete11r;11!s, and privileqr,s uf th1; 



dominant group" (Geronimus 2003 881) alld that ther« is littlr· in, ,,11t1.,, [f,,r trJ1·m•;i11p 
youth] to strive to achieve what are, after all, largely midcJlr; cisiss :111d. 11, ti,,. :;, ,uth /-\fr1ca11 
context, white norms and values· (Preston-Whyte, 19ci1 2:J1 

In attempting to delineate the contributory factors to c1nd the <JlllSf-?'l'l''IHY'i of ,,.irly r,hild­ 
bearing, mainstream research often focuses on the teen,iqm s Iamily : ,f rlliqi11 ur the famil; 
which she forms by bearinq a child. In both instances. thr, s111ql,, [ernale-headed 
household is problematised. This type of family formation is ser:11 ;is, 1J11trilJut11·1q tr) early 
sexual initiation ;ind preqriancy anmllqst adnlfcsr:ents ([llrs. 8:itP~ [hdqr• f- ,,,quss011, 
Horwood, Pettit, Woodwmd, ;:>003), as well ,1s to 111ar.Jequ:1t1, p:11r,11tr1,,1r,r1111,, p;irt •,f th0 
teenager (Rodriquez and Moore, 1 CJ95). Underqirdinq this r0se;m:h, thus. 11: th,, ,1ssumpt1011 
of marriage and the creation and maintenance of a rnale-femdi8 dy:1·J •:,ith ch,ldren as 
normal and beneficial. The single parent family and tl18 · brokr-n brrnly :ire portrziver1 as 
rupturing this marital authority, crec1ting family forms that threaten tlir, .vell-hei11g of 
children. 

The discursive formation that this depiction constructs may ii0 terrn,,,1, fcrlirrNi11,:1 F,;ucciult 
(1986), the "coniuqalisation of reproduction Fo11cc111lt ( 1 'lf1G) tillks of tti,, ,'lJll'Jclli,.ation 
of sexual relations" in his historical analysis of sexuality. H0 traces tl1•• (l,,·,r;lopment of 
Christian censure of non-procreative sexuality to the condition wti,,re th-: ,;Ut,, of marriil\Je 
coincided with allcf contained sexual activity In this paper I analyse tlw r, ir1juq,1l1sation of 
reproduction" in the South African psycho-medical literature on teena[Jr' preqnanr:y I use 
the word "conjuqalisation", Iotlowinq Foucault, to refer to the state of 111:imJ[Je rn1nc1din[J 
with and containing reproduction. It dries not refer, as sorno rr,s0a1cl1crs us<> 1t, tn 
··conjugal" relations outside of mmria[Je 

In this paper I indicate how ( 1) scif7ntific la11gt1c1[Je dis[Juis<·s tti0 111s1rJ1r,11', •,1q11i'1,,r t111:,crl 
that occupies and (Jives meaning to the term "teenage preLJll,lllcy ·, arHI (;' 1 s11:qlr· p;:irents 
or broken families are pathologised against the taken-for-granted alise11t trace of the 
nuclear family. Although there are researchers in South Africc1 ( eq Ournicrn & Preston­ 
Whyte, 1992) who have t1i~Jhlighted t1ow conceptions of rnarriil[J<: ;111d 1lleqil11mcy have 
been utilised in culturally inar,propriate w;:iys. these sorts of nuc1nc:erl uw1ersta1irf1n~1s c1re 
generally lar:k111q from the psycho-rnedii:cil l1terc1ture on teenciqe prec111:1w; 

The discursive processes involved 111 the coni11gc1l1satiun of rc·prorJur tioll r·an he usefully 
understood in relation to ( 1) Phoenix and Woolletts ( 1991) conr:ept c,t 11or111al1sed 
ahsence/patholn(Jised presence·, ;.rnd (2) F ouccJults ( 1978) ,rnc1lysis nf the deployment 
of alliance" "Norr11c1lisfid absence/patholo[Jised presencf> is hasrd 011 f)Prwhc; throrising 
of the. absent trilcr> Derrida (1C1?G. Hl78) r:r1t1c1ues V\'r;st,,rn nwtnph:,srcs :is bernq 
structured in terms of dichoto1111r>s or pol;.rnt1r3s truth ·1Prsus errnr: nnn 'J<·rsus woma11 
being versus nothinqness, ;1live vµrsus cfe;id Hi> 11ot11:,; that lh•i opp1,si11ri1,s , ,.,,1t<>rJ ,Jo 1101 
stand as indeprndent ;ind equ;il ent1t1Ps. "Tt1P sr,r;ond tPrm ill 0w:h p,w :0, r:nns1r1c,rPd 1rro 
neq;:itive, corn1p1. unrlris1rnhle vr>rc;1,rn uf the first, a f:lll ;iw;iy f1,m1 1t ( lrrll'i",1lll, 1(J7) v111_1 
The first term is qrven pr1or1ty, creati11q 3 sense of b<,i11q as presenr_r_, LJIIII\ 1rlr,11l1ty dlld 
immediacy, with th 0, second term ;11· .. mys suhord1n;1terl to 1t L :inrHJil'l" I', 1r1hrr0ntl\ 
unst;:ible, but is used t,1 r_'re,ite the ill, 1sin11 nf IJr,inq st:1l1IP hy ,,re ,,1, wi11r1 ! ,n11, , ·; ,p,1s1tions 
that dAf1ne ear:h otlwr This stalJrlity rlr:penrh Oil pmrl1:q111q \Ii,, : '' , •·r·,t t,,rm. :,hrle 
margirrnlis1nq tl1P ;1hsent onr!(s) Me;:ininq re; ;1 funr;11<ll1 ,,f prPs<>n·" 1 :., ·r Is i.lw)1 ,HP 

written or sr,okPn) ;rnd ;ibsenu! (tti,, chain nf suppr,,ssP•J ',:r;111fi, "' 111,· .-.•1,, h tti,, 

).\ 



111>,-l/111,,1 ,t •I,- 11,, ,,,11t 1', l,,1 ,,,,1, I 1,,- 1111,,,,,1111,, ,i/ways u/rea(/y 1nhah1tec1 hy tlw absent, 
c111d t,, ,11 , , ,,, 11i,,11I ,li:rl ,111 I 11;;11 ;:itr ,,-, r J, ,r111,il1serl absence / patt1oloq1sed presence 
rt:f>:rs t11 ti,, :"i ,<1,,11," ,f rlr•;, ,,111s,,'; ,,t pdtiloloqy (socia] c111t! psycl111lrnJ1ec1I problems) 
,,11 d,,,, ,ur,,, ,,, , ,t '"" 111c1l1t; I 11 I i:,y, I 111 1111;(!11,<11 texts. discourses uf 1101111,ilrty tend tu be 
sutmrd111.1t>,tl t,, d1s1;oursies (Jf p;itll(Jl11qy. They form the absent trace, defining and 
111terp,,11,,trc1t111•1 tl11, patl11JlrHJlc,1I p1;;s1:11u,. 111 this paper I shall analyse how lack of manta: 
st,1tus ,1111 f, ,111,,il,, l1t,i1I Ir,, I 111 ,u,,, ,ti, ,I, Is act ,is pathological presences in the teenage 
preu1u111; l1t,,1,;t111,, w1tl1111111I,1,;,, ,111rl 111;11,, l11:c1r!st11p torrninq the normalised, taken-for- 
1ir,111t,,, f , il,·,,;I I> I' 

111 tr«. History of Sexuality Volume 1 h,11,d11lt (1'.Jltl) talks of tho deployment uf 
allrd111_,, 111 I ti,,, J,:ploy11i,:1~t ,_,t ,,:n,c1l1t, l lit: d,,pluymunt of allrance refers to ";:i system 
of mc11rI,1'J'> ,,rt .·c1iI011 c111,I 1k.-(:I1,p111t:11t rA f.111sh1p ties, of transmission of names and 
possess« Hb ! f ,,ucdult, 1 (J 7iJ 1 r ,1, 1 TIH: deployment of sexuality "proliteratles], innovatles]. 
;11111"1[1::,j r.1,, it[•·',] ,111rl pr,n,,tr:1t[•:',] l,rid1w, in <111111r;rec1s1n<Jly ddatled way, and control[s] 
;,r,1Julc1t11;11•, 1:1 ,111 111r.r1,;isir11Jly 1;11111p1d1t:11s1,1,_: wily" (Foucault 1SJ/tl.11J/) It acts 111 
r.r;1lJL111,.t,,,,, :.-111 ti,,, d,,pI,,,;111cc11t 1Jf ,illranc;,, ,is the main elements of deployment rif 
s1_:111;il1t, 1:,1 ,, , I, .-,,I, ,1,1:1I . tlr ,rHJ tv,,, Ill I111;iry <11111, :W,f()IIS of c1ll1;11H;u the husbaud-wifo axrs 
;11HJ p:,r1,r1h, ntlrlr•:11 a1I:; 1111s 11Jt1·1pi;m,tr;1tI,i11 of the deployment of alliance and that of 
su1uc1lit/ r,,,;ull', i11 tlr,· f;11r1ily. vvl ur.h l1i1S IH;co111u ·an obligatory locus of affects, feelings, 
lu,;,, if. JIJ ,11111 1 'J /:J 1 IHl I Tt11: 11t1rl1:;i1 ta1111ly, wlur.h maintains both the husband-wife and 
p,msr:h · 11,1 !r,:11 c1,,_,s ,,t ,1111:1111,,. , ,,11;,trtut,:•, ttw normahsud absence in mamstream 
psyc.11•,-111,,,1;, i' :,r1t,r1q. th,: f.11111I,' fr,1111c1t1,J11 c1ssurnecf to allow the healthy development of 
the ;1ff,;,J,,,,!/ ,1, t1:1l1c;ed :ir;rf r,,•,p•J1J;,1JJ!e r,itr/1,11, despite the fact that mc1ny South Africans 
Ir·;,, 111 d, ;, ,r,,,, f w1:,,!111; :1rr,11FJ1 ,rrn,r 1h /111; Lirnrl-; frirm;:itron that disrurts rJ1ther ttw husb,rnd­ 
:1,f,: ';r tr ·, 1, .. 1·t,-,_111i,J11:11 :1,n ,,f ,1111,111,.•: 11,1 t;·Jill), such as the s1nqle p;ircnt or brokf:11 
L11111ly, t ,, ,, ,11:, · 111,, pc1t11, ,Ir i(Jl',1,1I 1Irl,:-.>:11u, Tt1,: l111k:ige of the t1usllamlw1fr: and parents­ 
chrldrl:n .1,,<, r,f :11lrn1u; uncJ,,111.,s ttw cor1111q,1lisat1on of reproduction. Marriage and child­ 
lJear1111 J li,111, I ,c:urn 1us 111tricatuly Int1:rweaved, wit ti the ;:ibsence of one ( eg child-bearing 
outsrrle uf 1nc1r11.,q,;J castirHJ the ritlwr (cq tlw ilbility of a single parent to raise children) into 
duuLt 

DATA AND METHODOLOGY. 
fl1t: tt:,t u ,,,,1 t,, .,11;1iyo1: tl1,, ,.,,1111111c1l1s;it1r111 cif reprocluct1011 111 !hrs paper consists of 
putil1sl1,,,1 :1wl wp11tJl1sh<:d Sc;utlr 1\fr1c,1r1 r,,s,,arch and literature on teenilge preunancy 
from 1';/(J t 1 '.f!7 T11,s 11utc11c1I :;c1s crJll•act,,rl fur a larucr study on teenage pregnancy 
it,1acl•s• j I 1' ,'J'j J throu<Jh ( 11 cc ,11duct1ng searches on international and national 
hrt,lrorir.q,t11'; rLit;i ,m:h1vc:s, c111rl (:,, J ::;enrJrnq lett"rs to heads of departments of relevant 
bor:r;il ,,u,,11, .• :, r,d1H.c1t11 J11. c1111.I n11,rl1ciil departments of all South African un1vcrs1t1es, and 
health c111<.I ,,, lu· .c1t1u11 r,sldk(I 11c J11· yovt:111rne11tal organisations, requestrn(J 1nformat1on 
crJrir.;;111III,1 rt..:._,ec1r,.l1 UJ11rlu1,tt:rl 111 t11e freld (Jf teen;:ige preg11ancy 111 their uruanisations 
file rt:s,1l t :.c1s ;i r,c1ller,t11 ,11 r ,f 17 r1:s1,,m;li rqiurls, theses, articles and chapters, 41 of 
wt1Icn dr,; pu!Jl1~twcJ nw put,l1slwrJ cJ()cuments appear in local professional Journals such 
as Nursing RSA, Salus 311,1 Outlook, local scient1f1c Journals such as South African 
Medical Journal. South African Journal of Psychology, South African Journal of 
Sociology -11 : 11;t,,r1,c1tI1 ,11c1I J>Jlllllills such as Social Science and Medicine, 
International Journal of Adolescence and Youth and The Journal of Social 
Psychology :,1n1 South African Medical Journal attractrng more article~ ( 1 :i) t11an utlier 
1ournc1I•, f'l,:.811 -,f ttie ,11iput;l1sl1,,,f 111,111usr:rrpts oricJiflillerl from t11stor1cally wh1tt, 



Afrikaans-speakinq universities. 11 fiu111 h1strrnr:cilly :1l1il" fC11,1l1•:i'-'I '' !• 1·,1 l'>.•·r·;t,r-s 
7 from hisloricallv black universities, 2 Irorn a !J1l111qu,1I 1 [ nr1lisl1 ,111rl /dr if 1T ,, : , l'•i ,"'SIi ,. 
and three from rr-soarch councils 

I ahlo 1 indicates tilf-' tuno periods 111 wl1I· Ii th" rill,·t11nr·11h ''111"' 1,,,,1 r.:, : , I •11,- ,,-':0:ir,h 
analysed here w;1s crn1rluctPd pnor to thr> first rlcrnn, .r:it" ,,1.,, t1•11 ,•; 1 'I'.'' "l 1!1,, 1, 11·1 ;w11111'I 
time in write-up ;711d publication. rcs,.,1wl1 ;1ppr,:Hi11q 111 tl1P 1 ',"''' I'<' 1 11•., ,, ,·I :., ,, ,1,1 111nc;t 
likely have occurred before, durinq or soon attor 1 \J(J4) 1111s 1s :1 t,111,, :. I:• ·r1 r v ,,11. rironder 
and class power relations were permeated by Ap;irth01,J i·!H)loc;v ,l',il 1·r·1, t,,,p Fr-r 
example, Burman :rnd Preston-Wily1P pornt out pnrtirir·ntiy in t!iic; :Hl1 I• '" 1t ;iJ;r,-, ,s c1 
very real danger that State concepts of 1lleqit1111acy 111c1v tin i11;111, ,,, '1 "1 1t, •1, '1, 1·":f,,rr'?d tn 
other cultural situations, anrl this is !llustrc1trd in a diffr,rnnt ,,-,;iy I), '111• ,,,•,, ,In' ,.r !,'r:r·:i•: 
marriaqes" ( 1992 xii) Many ch:irHJf'S IE1·.•P cirTurr "rl s1111:" 1 c,c1.1, ir,, 11, !1": I 'I,,. '•: . , ,I , ·11 ·w 
of rnarriaqe laws, leyislation bc111111nq the PYpulc;101, of preonc1nt s, 11,,• -1•1111•. :1wl 1 .-,idnr 
focus in the literature 011 adolescent sext1c1I i1e,1lt11 to inr·lurlP 111\/ /\l[)S ,rn•! th" 1, rr11111c1tior1 
of pregnancy Howover , the importarr:» ()r ;i11alvs1nq this p:irlir--r I1\Pr 1\:11•' 1'. llrnr•··1 up 
in Burman, Kottler, L evett and Parkers I 1c,q71 ;ir:rnfl,\lr-riric·rnr·r,t ti: 1: I, , . ci•:·. ,, w1:I•ws 
of self, Other and leuitimacy will c;;i1l11 c1tn our 1r1,,;is :rnd I 1,0ha ,·" .ur ! ! ,. ' t I' 'l' IPllW (,[ 

protessional) lonq ;1ftm the clis111:rntli111J "f /1p;irt1ie:, I Fr ·r p • dill! ,1,, I1i . 1 1 ,~ )cll;i:111 
comments on how cl;iss-hased notions rif thP l:11y, t111,1,,s,,1·1111q rPr q,••·r t ,f :1.,Jf;irp c111ci 
qendered notions of child-care resprrns1brl1tres u11rlerl1,, \11r· rnyth,; :11•1I • t,,r, ,, ,t, l'J'S :11 ,r:u! 
teenagers hecorrnriu pregnant in md•·r t,1 cicr:rss thP Cti,I,1 Sup110111;r,1·,t, ,. :·:I '.itt 21 

TABLE 1: Time period in which the documents analysed appeared 

Time period Number of 
documents 

1 (17!, 1 ~ if~ t I I / 
L 

1lJH 1 11tH'1 r; 

1qn1; 1(1111) )(l 

10111 1 ')(lf) ') . . -_/ 

1'1'11,, 1 IJI I I 1 \ 

As expPcterl. r,1, ,1 :ippP:llS ;1<; a rnl,11,t s1q111tre1 1n 11,,., l1tnr,1t1J1•· :111 ir,,, .. -1 ,.,,!11 tt1r­ 
siqnifiers, "rar:e· culture· or ethnicity Ile inn 11t1l1;,",1. frrstly. trJ IJ111hl" 1111 rl·ff"r"I" PS 11, 
adolescent s,1x11:1I anrl rq1rorllwti,:r· hPh;iv1n1n :rnr1, SPr'nnrllv 1, r~,pl:11,:1'''1, t,•,,I,; lti•s 
ilSpect of tlw l1tPldl1JrP is an,1lysPrl Ill rjp\;111 lr7 :jflr,th..r ;)l\1r Ip 1r.h, 1, .. ,,! 1·· I [J,1rrtw,r,,_ 
?002) lmport:111tl1, 111 tlir' cnntr-xt ,,f till', :H'11· 1,,, lir·:,P,f•'. ,,_ tlr:11 ti, ·, 1 'IT1h:1t,r;'l ,,, 
wpror!uc\1011 Is rl"pl()yerl 111 tl1P l11Pr:1t111,, t,, l1•1tli hl:11 f ,H1·! ·:.111'.•· 1, ... , ,,;, ,. '11 "111,-r 
words, 1n this part11:11lar asp<?r;t ,1f tiH' 111:1I11•;\r,-,ir,, l"''',11' Ii 1,1:11 r "'"! _._.,,.,. 1, "'' 1,,"r', 
tJer::ome homngp111swl 111tr1 ;i s1nqI,~ r.:1\•·qrw,· r1f 11:1:1,'ri fll< ,1i1H' f , ,, • , ,ri : I,· ''.I'" • .\ 
cloruments frorn ·1,!vh Pxtrarts arP rtr,1·,.:11 rs,,s, l:1t,-r rJ,q 11,,,. •1 •,·1 ll' :. "'· , ,.,··.,, 1._ :.,.,,. 



sek« te,!1 111 tiw, ,,rtr,,I,,, 11,11,, 1,,,,1 I,lc1r,k partrcipants. two 'white' and three were not 
:-,1181 rfri,r! l iu-. r, 1rnm,-rJ1-l1; :-, :-, 11,., sc1Irn, proportion 111 terms of the overall documents 
r;r,ll1c1 ,, ,, I, '/!ill I rd I ,I th,; 7/ Ir_ IVIII') 'I 1i:11 ,k' p:11fiupc111ts, 12 'white' participants, five' black 
;1r11I ·::i ,rr,, 11 '.1 I;1:iI1h ;r111I ,,, . 1:1 r 111111 SI" ,r:rfrt:rl (theoretical or review papers). 

1111; ,i,,L, 11 ,, ._,II 11,., rep111!:,, ;11trr:I,,·,, rl1ss•1rt;1tio11s aml chapters collected) w<:r1: analysed 
us111q 'Ni1.It I I I,1 ;,, ts:rrnerl d,,u1111,l1111.!Ivt: , l1sr:m11 so analysis (see Macleod, 2002 for more 
111-clr:ptli rlrs,.111.:,rrw,J. Wl1;it Is :111:1lys1,cl 111 !11Is method Is the discursive 'event" (Fairclouqh, 
1:Yl)), wl11r 11 1:; ,;rrm1ltc111ra1H1sly :1 pif,, ,, ()f tc,xt, an instance of discursive practice.and an 
I11sta111,,, ,if .,r, .idl practiu, r ti,: fir;,! ;iII11 Is to analyse the discursive event (in this case 
resecirr 11 Iir,1r.tIce I lly irwestiqiltlr\rJ its prescriptive effects regarding action (effects of 
Iur1scl1r.I1,111 J 111rl 1h C()rl1fy111CJ cff,,r,ts r,011u,rnI11CJ the known (effects of veridiction) (Foucault, 
1'JU 1) 11 "' :.;;, :, ,r ,ii c1Irn is to q11\,st1rn1 discourses by cleconstructing them in terms of their 
c:l;11111s :,J pI•;sI;11I.,,. and tl1u1 rl,,p,:;11rl\,11ce on absences (Derrida, 1976). Concretely, this 
tr;111sl:1t1,s rrItIJ 111 rr;;JrlrrHJ cirirl r,,-n,;irl11HJ tli,; texts, (2) chunking the material according to 
tll•,11H:s /111,,rr,:11 w, types rif f:11111I1,,';, 11nrnarriud status), (3) apply111\J Parker's ( 1992) seven 
t,asr,. r11!i,11a r,,r 1rk11t1f1111q d1,r:rn11s,,'; (vi; ;1 d1:,course is realised 111 text: is about objects: 
cont.uns s11l,)(,ch: Is a rntwu,nt system of rnoaninqs: refers to other discourses; reflects 
011 its r;:m :ny r;f sI1Pc1~ir1q, ;111d Is li1s!ll11,:c1lly lucated), ;_rnd (4) intusinq the analysis wilh 
tl11:()rr,t1,.:tl 111',l'Ji1h wl1i, 11 rlr:i',V 1111 llee111rlc1 ,111rl F,,uec1ult 

In 1111, ,111:,l;',1', ttir" d;,t:1 e,'1•,11: tr,,ilt,,rJ ;is rHw !Jody (i.e with no distinction between 
cJ()r;u111•;11h1 111 111,, tllc:rn:itw uirl1111J l11111rlr•·rl:, of sections of tuxts wure collected together 
uwi•,r ,, wt1 ,f ilk t11e111, ,,, 111 tlw, w:iy :;IJ1m, CJ! the rl1ffere11ces betwerni the documents 
11,,,rl ,,.,,,:, l',>t, I1,,wr;,er, !111: f1J1111<1t1,111 uf pc1tll:r11s (111 this case, the conJUCJdlisation of 
tu,n;i,;r: pr"'II1;,I11 yJ ;Irros;, !111, ,!"rurnunts was highlighted. This, of course, does not 
rrn:aI1 trHt ti ,io 1dttr;rn wuulrl ti,, (; 11rJer,cr-:d 111 all the documents utilised, and certainly, as 
rl1sr,us'.,vl 1r1 tn,: 1:1trrirlw,t1r,n. tlir,r(: are srirne tensions within the literature. However, there 
.'IC:rr: sulf1r ,,,1,1 ,_;ises f,,r rt t,, f<J1111 a rlo111111c111t pattern in the literature. The rnost Sdl1e11t 
f::Jtr;i, h :,, ,re, ~1,leuerl c1s 1ll11str;it1;,, of tho argument formulated in the analysis. Extracts 
Wf;re I11Jt s,:l,;,,tr:d IJ11 tllfa IJcisrs uf tile clo1:u111,;nt from which they were extracted (hecause, 
as ~ldtr:1I ;1ln,,,. they wr:rr, throw11 intr, rim, data heap). In sorne respects, this seluction 
WiJS c1rt,rtI,11y :,s ritm,r e,tr,11:ts 1:rJuld '"'llldlly well have illustrated the po111t 

UNWED: THE INSIDIOUS SIGNIFIER. 
/1rr11:y ,,,1, I ll, ,, J•:11 It rJM41, 111 ti ,r:11 f r,111;:111lrl1:i11 q1,nealorJICdl stucly of l,owm and vis1b1l1ty 
th,, 111 ;,:I1t,, ill · ;f i':c:I1c1cJ•: I,ruJ11c111c/· t11r.Jhl1r1l1t a discontinuity In wl1Ich tl1u morally loadr,rl 
terms rll,,,11I:rn ,t,, .i11ld ,11;rl rJ11'xr,,l 11ir,ther were recast in th() eilrly 1D70s 111 the United 
St;,t,,-, 1111,,., ,Ill· 11•: n•:N sr 1f:11trf11:1lly rH,utr ,1l1c,1:c1 r:oncept of '\()en age preqn::rncy" Pregnant 
teen:,q,;rs :,1,r1, n,) lonqer trt,:ik<I d:C, II11Jrdi prutJlerns, but rather as otJIects of screntifrr: 
111\erbt r,tur:ii iirscuursrs pur11shes hy 1,xcl11sIon, by placing its ohJect (tl1e ·unwed mother', 
thr, lllraq1t11n;it1: r.t-,ilrl I rJn thr, rwqatrv,, sid,; of a moral boundary D1sc1Jrs1ve practices 
sy11urI111I1Jtl', 111ti, !Iii,, ,:,uuld 11,,.lllrlf; li1h11q thu teenauer out of school and sundincJ h(!r 
away tri c1 t1om,, for umn:irr1,,rl 111utt1,,rs Sc1e11t1t1c discourse, Oil tlrn otlH,r hand, ,s 
111clu:,1, JIHr'/, rlllf 111cJ Ih r;t1J1cct:; !Jf ~nowledue (the "pregnant tunnil<Jt,r", "adolesce11t 
sexLul,t; J , 1;,1l1k c1rirl suLI,,,:t to ur1c;11d111q I11r1urry. The teen,HJer emursJ()S from seclusion, 
and r:; , J!,~,,r ,t:rl :Jnalyserl, unrltcrstoorl and a:;sIs ted The same shift Is 111 uv1dence Ill tile 
South Mrir,,rn I,tudture. 1;1!11 th,, first rr,sr,arch on teenage pregnancy" (as opposed t() 
ur1':i•:0l, ,c / ,I1rFI 1:FJtllr:rl11 ;r,!J) :ipI,r:c1rrrIq i11 the late 1970s and edrly 1980s 
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Arney and Berqen st.ito that technologies of rehahi11t;1t1on, ':1lw h fw,t c11 i'"Y' ,1 :11 t11P 
Hl60s "began to break down the barriers of exclusion and fm tlir, fir, t t<rnP, I r1;q11a11t 
adolescents became publicly visible, ( 19B4 13 ). They illti111;1t,, that 111 tliis proress the 
signifier "unwed" disappeared frorn tl1e lr1x1urn of '."'iP11t1fi, di•,, , "ir :., rrn tr0r,n;1qr­ 
preqnancy. My analysis indicates. howover, that it ll;is 1:1tlir:r ,,,,, 'llll'' :111 i11s1,JirJL1s· 
signifier, subtly defininsJ the concept tePnc1qr, pr11qnarir:y Wild<: 1<11111q, ·-rl!rJI•· 1,,,•10-iuc tr,;,, 
women are predorninnntly referrPd to ;is pre,qn;rnt tr;p11;HJ' ·rs 111 tlv- rs,, l1•>r1J1' fi,·;1' 
literature, slippaqns br,tween the torrns te,•n,HJfl 1ir.,gri;1w v :u"I u11111:11w·•! ,,,trzi­ 
marital" or "unwed" occur, with teerlil~JP pregnancy' tak1nq 011 thr· cJ, ,1111·1cJ11t 1ns,tn11 uf 
signification. For example, the following two statements c1ppe;1r in stu,liPs e:11111,,·I A stud, 
of teenage pregnancy in Paarl East with sper:1c1I rPferprire tu s,wi,1-P• ,111•111:i, f;-i, ,,,r< ,rn;I 
"Obstetric complications in adolescent preqllallcics , rE,spw.tiv,·ly (rm .,r,1plF1s1s) 

Extract 1 
Poverty and c1 low educational level, as wAII as ICJIHir,11ire. pl:1,,,,1 :1 I 1·•1°· r,Ji,, 111 pylra­ 
marital pregnancy in Paarl filst (Petersen, 1 \1\JG un D HJi11;11<•r! rnv ,,:1 ,; ,l·:1• tr,msl,iter! 
from Afrikaans) 

Extract 2 
Only in this w'ily can there be any hope of reducing the rnudr•ncr.; r,f 1,rnqri;rncies in 
unmarried teenagers c111d, where preqnancy docs occur, of 11i11ni1nti11u c,1111e of the 
complications noted (pretcrm labour anc1 ,ir1aP111ic1 I tl1rouqh r;;u Iv :111d c: '"' ! ,111t,,1nt;1I care 
(Goldberg cJnd Crniq, Hl8:J 8f5:J) 

Pregn'ilnt teenacwrs are assurnPd to /JP unwerl, an assu111pt1un ,-,1,,, I· :ill·r:.': fur th'" 
unproblematic substitution of the teenaqc · dcsr::r1ptor in !(•r:naqp prr,rJiwnr:y with 
"unwed", "extrn-rmirit:il" etc as noted c11love C()ns1dPr Fxtrc1,:t 2 f•,r ,,,,11111·1•, lilr, sturly 
is about adolescent prnqn,inciPs (the duminc111t siq111fication), IH1t tilP :1utl1• ,rs .,,1,r0ss thP 
wish to elirnirliltP the obstetric crJrnpl1cat1nns ev1rle11, ,,,1 i11 1111111,:i, rr .. ,f t,,,,,no0rs (th" 
insidious signification) Tl1e (pmllcibly unintended) irnpl1r ,1t1<H1 rs !11:it 11 :11, I' ! r I 11, :-t;r,zi'111r1 
teenagers are not prone to the s;m1P rnr:dicil r:ornpl;cc1tlo11s 

The removal of the "unwed" signifier from a position of dom1nc1111:c, t"'l' ,tti, ,: .-. r:il ,t,; co .ert 
insidiousness, h;is powerful effects The scientific machinc1tions crnir,Prn:nc; t1()n-mar1ta! 
reproduction amo11gst young women 1s ostensibly removed from t11r, ,nurcil do111c11n 
However, the lilll\JU,1ge of "truth" concerning the 11eqative soci:11 :rnd psyr:h()loq1r ,11 
consequences of tcen,l(Jfl preqnc1ncy (rec1d 1mrilicitly c1s 1mw,,rl flr"'lll,llF, 1 11ro-'1dcs ;1 
censure of c1 diffmcnt kind lPPnciqcrs who crHir:e1ve out of \N,irilrJd ;irr· '1<, ln1~qcr Judged 
;iccording to their rncirrtal stc1t11s. hut r;ither hc1·1r! il 11l0tlv,r;i nf Jl'.'\ r I!, ,inqrr 1: ,11 sr1• 1:1i 
problems, c1II 1Jf wt11r.h r,;11uirr> intPrventr•111 ;rnrl rr,rw•rli1t1rrn fnr tll0 •,:1( ,, , f tl10 m,fr, :rlu:11 
and common (JOOrl ·1 h:it it IS the unwPri st:itU'i uf th11 tr'•'IFHJPI tl1:1I [< ',lll:, I~ !)f ISSUf; IS 

illustrated in thP foll1Jw1nq scr:tron in wh1d1 w,1 S"'l h"w 111:m1:1,1•1 1111' t·, '""''"Pt''ln 1 

renders the JHPqn;rnr:y unprrihlematir; 

MARRIAGE: DECIDING THE UNDECIDABLE . 
When i1 tecnaq"r IH'1:rrn1P', prr:qrwnt, slw 111,,:1r l1P•, 111,, ,;,,, i:111,, ,,r,'.lf!i· •, t:r, ,1 I")\ 
of clq~ In Lziv1~r_1:1·s (1'l{j'' 1()r)) 1/.-'f)frl<-; ',,,, 'pr1!! Jt••'; tl1•· 1·:1!1 1111~ ,,1 ,l''"'. t·,. Hpn~ ,1 
deviant adult' Shr! IH1r:c1rn•is wh:it [)r>rr;•h I l'17r:1 .-.«rJi·I, ill :111 "" !, ,! 11,,,, ,,.,,, ,:.1 



mvo! f:'., ur,'l,::1<lc1t;luS tu disrupt lnnary opposttrons (such as child/adult: truth/error; 
ma11/wu11H111 I 11:d-,r 1dc11J1.,,, slip across lmtll sides of an opposition but do not properly fit 
either TIH,y 1rnrl1,rrn1nu tl11: vny prf,rnisu of the blnarisrn by simultaneously including and 
ext,lurl111rJ tlw pr,,1111ses of 1Jrit11 s11fos of tlie opposition Derrida describes undecidables 
thus It 1s tli,, !;•,t:1erc;11,' '.'1i11,tl1c,1 it names fusion or separation, that thus carnes all the 
force r,f tl11, opr:1 ,l11 HI ([l1,rr1rlci, I '.HI 1 21'0) and These 'words admit into their qarnes both 
contradiction c111rl non-contradu.uon (d11cl the contradiction and non-contradiction between 
contradrcuon ;irHl non-contradiction" (Derrida. 1981, 221, emphasis in the original), An 
ex,rn1plf: I', 11,,, 1 ;rr,Hk toun r>11n1111uko11, which, as a drug, simultaneously means remedy 
or porson. tlH, u11~e of c111 rllrH;c,S or its cure, Ptuunuikon cannot be translated into an 
u11,1111iJ1(JUOus term allowi11q the operation of oialecticat reasoninq. Instead it occupies (and 
fails to _or:r;, 1py) IJ(;tll sides rif the dialectic, thereby threatening dialectical reasoning from 
w1th111 f IF, pr1,,J11 111I tor.n. 1r_iu r,, 110 lo11q,:r ii chilcl owing to her reproductive status; she is 
IHJ! dll c1rlult r,:,11'1'J tu lwr ;,q,,, ',11•, lo dhri snuult.meousty both, 

Extract j 
[Nj(J 1n1lm I r.l11irl hut rH,t ;,,t a wornan and now Iaced with a woman's role and 
resprrn,;1IJrl1t1,a·,1 (ljill1;;, l'J'JIJ 1'/ 1) 

'I his '-'>'11111rir111n this 1,1111!,,r;1rlc1i,rl1ty, 1s, p;irtrally, what uenerat!:s tile endless 111quiry, 
suut111,' ;w,J 11i:,111tr,r111CJ r,I 1,1,,,1nc111t tl:c:11c1q,,rs c111rJ Iheir children lhe pregnant teenager 
is;, 11rnl,l,,n1, ,11,, ,,,ts u11r,r/111t,>1L1l1ly w1tl1 tlw r!icl10to111ies which structure riqhtful liv111q 

[xtrdr I -i 
rt1esr; 1,r,,,p1-111< w,,1,, 111 l,11,t lu"'' p1r>l,k:111c1l1c l1ecc1use must of the births tuok placu 
w1tli11111,,, ,:,,r1t,,.i "f 11111rr1;1q1; (I ,,,1,,11',, l'J'J'/ I, tr,msl;ited from Afnkaans) 

E(trc11t '> 
011e tl,wl ,I \':,, ,,rlul,;,,,.t:11t:. rr: tl11s ·,tur.1; were rnarner.l Jncl the pregnancies were 
pre,,1n11,11,11 , ,. ,:,11 ,,<I n kay1;c111;i & l 1:r I lc1c1r, 19/J'.J 232) 

Marrlil(J•: 1::, !11,_; c1uthur1ty tli:it rlecrdes tile u11dec1datile The husband-wife axis of the 
depirJ;ll,c:11t r,f s,:,ual1t, and c1lliancc 1s restored, and tl10 pregnancies are relegated to tho 
cJte(JfW/ of l•:½S prolllernat1c' (Extrar:t ·l), or desired" (Extract 5), Concerns regarding the 
social conse11uen1,(:::; uf early reµroduct1u11 (e,g, irwclequate mothering, the association of 
ec1rly cr1rl,JIJ,,c1r111, J :1itl, s,,, 1r; ,,u,1101111r; d1sad 1anta<Je) tend fJII, away (Extract 4) But, 
peri1,i;,s ,,,;1·1t,,11t, ,r1;.ili1 ,,, r,c111 otJst1,tr1r; r;c,r1cems' (see Extract 2), 

The ahrlrty r)f tl1,, 111sirlious unwed' s19111fler tu render teenage preunancy pathological i;; 
prer111s,,, I , '" ti 1,, I· ,rtraydl r,f 111c11 r ldCJe c1s i111c:stcd with certain positive prupert1es 

Extract') 
[S]<Jil fl; ,Jt tr,,, 111• ,·,t , ;, ,1111111111 prut,,l,;n1s ;is:,c,r_1dl<:d with pare11l-ch1ld rel;it1,msh1ps of 
LJlll11drll•:'I 111',lilclc, [dre] rJrJfllliiitllfJII dllfi r•!jfJCt1un (Pond, 1987 1iJJ) 

Extra~/ / 
[R]es1;,,ru1 11, Ci,a;,ter -l rv1,,c1l[s] a more r c1sual type of heterosexual relat1011::;h1p and d 
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tendency arnonq unmarrieo mothers for thPse relcitio11ships t,, 1,,0 ,,q,nrf,, i:1I ·11"1 rv,n­ 
committal (Pond, 1987 1fi3) 

Extract 8 
We believe that this h1qh inr:irlericr, uf 11111w,rJ rnr1tl1erl11H1d 1J,11·.tili1t1··, 1,1] ri1•.t,irh111ci tr•,wl 
because of its implications for future farrnly life ;md e<1rrn1H111itv s1:11lili!, 1 r J, 1 ,, , :inc1 & Ter 
Haar, 1989 2'.12) 

Extrect 9 
Teenage motherhood contributes significantly to the riownwarr: ecor1,1I1w· ~1111:.il ;iff,,ct111'.J 
temc1le-headed households and whole communities wlwr,, n;1rlv 1irr,r:rn:1•1nn :1nrJ l:1te 
marriage (or never married status) have become thP norrn (Boult & Cu1111111uh;1111. 1cicn G; 

These extracts portray the unwed motlier as interpersonally defir:ient (her relc1t,rrnship with 
her parents is poor - Extract G, and her relationship with her partner is supPrfici;il and non­ 
committal" - Extract 7), ;md as contributinq to poor fc1rnily life, r:r1111m1111ity ir,slahliity /Extrc1ct 
8), and poverty (Extract 9). The converse of this is the ;1ssun1ption tint nnrri,HJ''· as a 
qeneral state, is the basis tor "D[)Or! · f,1m1ly lifP. cor111rn111ity st;i!iility. prisiti._-n ror:r-rvww 
growth, sound psycholoqical stale of r11111d, and uoorJ tllt,,rpr•rs,rnal rc,lc11,,,11sl,1ps (,1lthO'J(Jh 
researchers may acknowledqe that this does not happen 111,111 marrnq,,,;; r.1iirri,1cJ<?. thus 
acts as the normalised absence, defirlinn "unwed reproduction as patholr:,qic;1I 

In sum, the production of a positive knowledqe of teenaqe prPq11;11ir y i,; l!r ,,,,<1 tu qe:ndwecJ 
politics surrounding marital alliances in two ways. Firstly, t11e dPpl'lyrwor,t ()fa scientific 
discourse of "teenc1;1e pregnancy as opposed to a moral discourse of LJrr:.erJ rrn,th0rl10od 
allows for the censure of non-marital reproduction to hr; disqLJised. witl1 1J11NP,1 t 1e111q 011 
an insidious position of signification. Secondly, the c1uthority r>f 111arrI HF' lo clcrnJe the 
undecidable pregnant teenager, together with the assumption of rnarri;iqe. ,11 q•;neral, as 
a positive state. reproduce the interlinked deployment of t11e husb,rnd-wife and parents­ 
children axes of alliance and the conjugalisation of reproductirin 

THE NON-CONJUGALISED SINGLE PARENT AND "BROKEN" FAMILIES. 
As previously noted, Foucault (197fl) i11dir:ates that Hie 111terpr,netr,1t1n11 nf tl1P <lepioynwnt 
of alliance and sexuality has resulted in the fc1rrnly. l he sinqle pmr,11t :rnrl hroh•n f:l1111l1es. 
however, disrupt the husband-wife ,ms or both the hush,rnd-wife and p,11nnts-r hilr1rcn ave>s 
of the deployment of sPxtiality ;rnd ;ill1anr,e. They both 1r1corporc1te and w0 mien 11ie,rnI11;1 
by the "unwed" s1gnifiPr. As sur,h, thPy arc forefronted in mlatirrn to srir !ill r,r11!,l0ms such 
as teenage preqnancy, becominq the pathulO[JisecJ presenr:<!. witli thP nucl0ar farrni)' 
(which maintains both the hustiancl-wife c1nd pc1rents-ch1ldrcn :ims of c1ll1,lllc0 I r·,111st,tut,nq 
the normalised absence 

The single parent family, e1thrir in tlw fmrn ()f thr; f.11111ly of orIq111 or of tile L1r111lv f"rrnr;d Ir, 
the teenager bParinn a child, is patholoq1sed at a p,irpntal ilnrl c1t ;i S"' ,;ii in.el 
Extract 10 
The single pment may c1lso want to qo out c1nd "!nJoy life, am1 feel tl';1t ti'" cf11i J hecarnro 
c1 restrictiwi aspect In life. Thnsn feelinqs cc1n he convnyed to 111,, , h1i'.J. lncJding to 
unhappiness (KPrHJh 1988 11) 



[xt1cir/ 11 
Not 111fr,,q1Jt:11tly tl1c: m,,!111:1 IH:1:,1,lf has d history of a teenage-pregnancy. Where a local 
t,_,,,11au,,1 l1:1; 1,,,,,11 rec1ri:rl !Jy I s1111Jle parent (unrnarriod, widowed or divorced), she is 
more likr1ly t!l IH:r:onw srm1:illy :1ct1·m than if she comes from a family of married parents 
(Nash, 1 'JUU I 11); 

Extra, t J;, 
1Nhen rt 1:0 1,,, cJ!l,,<I thcll s"111,, two-tlurds ut these girls live rn sinqle-parent families rt can 
IJe assumer: ttut the future •m:11-lleinq ()f these infants may well be in jeopardy for financial 
reasons /Ur 111lt ,~. r:unn111ql1crn1, 1(J(JL,I 1 (d) 

f:xt1<1U I, 
The 1,n:•.Jr1-111t •Jrrls w•,rf: 111,,1,: lrfr:ly t<J ,,r,rnc from lower socio-economic classes, from 
fiHnrlrr:~ wrtl1 :,,·-,•; frt:qll(:11t r:l1u1ci1 c1tte11ri,H1r,r,, and from one-parent households wrth tile 
rnuti11;1 d', l1r;, I 1CrcirrJ I<. l,1r.l1kr Stryilr,111, 1:1/Llll ·l'.A) 

Extract 1-1 
[T]ccrrd(J': 111 ,ti·,, :1 i11JO' l 111tr,1fc,rr,1 s) w1t11 ,,,:hoolrng and may produce households headed 
tJy wrJ11\r~:1, r,ftrs11 r,,s11lt111'._J i11 po·11,rty ,rnr! unfavourable social conditions for both the 
tcenaqe 11:r,tl1-,r <111d her chrlrl (Buqa A111ukrJ & Ncayiyana, 1996 95) 

Ill E1trc1r:L, 11J :111:I 11 tli,; p:11,;11ti11q a!Jilitiec; of the s1n\Jle parent are called into question - 
she resents tlru cl11lr_l ,rnrl jJilS'->es Oil unacceptable sexual values thus ensuring an 
111ter'-Je"er:1t-rH:dl transfer rJf rlev1a11ce The interdependence of the husband-wife and 
p,m,llh-•.n11 lr•:n ves ot ,rllr;inr:e means that the single parent, in rupturinq the husband­ 
wite ,lirs, 1,l:11 ,::, thf, p:m:11h-d11lrlrell .rxis of alliance in jeopardy. Furthermore, the 
norrnauv« lr<1111,,.:;,Hks thc1t .ulow frn ti)(_; specification of certain behaviours as revealinq 
probtcrnat«: pdrental tr.ut.. r.:m;irn hidrlen /the normalised absence). For example, tl1e 
assumpt,urr, 111c1rie 111 Extr,J/:ts 10 alld 11 are that "good" (irnpilcrtly read as married) 
mrJthers ,1,J 11 ,t rese:1t tlwrr r:t11ldre11, rlo not go out but rather stay at home with their 
clrrldr,,11, ,11" I r 111" lt,I 1,r J11J111J,1i1sr:d su.t1c1l :11,rl rqirodur:trve behaviour 

f he assr1uc1t11J11 iH~twe1:11 s1111JIH fF,lllalr:-hc:aded households and tower socro-economic 
status in t' xtracts 1 °L. I 'l a11rl 14 reflects the unproblematised link made in general 
psyc:holocJrr:al tc,1.ts (Rosener! & Mann, 19%) It is stated as an unfortunate fact that ts of 
concf:rn tr1 tt11, tr,,,natier, hur child and souety 1n general. However, there are a number of 
unexa11111wri dtei:h of tlw tmc11t1,;al us:1qe of this assoctatron. Firstly, the assumption that 
female-headt:'I housi,IH,lrl'., :im always single-parent families (or that s1nole-parent families 
are rwr:usscirrly f1:111ale-tw:irled J br,lres the heqernonrc view that ( 1) there needs to be il 
hc:ad r,f" ic11111I/ .. 11, J 1/111·,:11 ,,r•: natur:illy th•; ·riearJ · of two-parent hor1seholds The labf:I 
rndlc:-l1t.:c1,i,,-l 10 s,~1-1,,,11 :f ,:,,,r, :1ppli1:d t,J a11y type of family (nllclear ur otherwise) Mak, 
t1eacJs11,;, 1:, 11'1; ;issu111,,rl_ t11,, norrnalrserl absence. Wt1en female-headed famrltes ,ir,; 
forei.Jruun,lr:,.I. ;is rr, srrvJle p,m:11t fi11rnl1r:s, thf,y are pathotogised as they rrnply men's loss 
of tt1c1r f,11111li:il ,111,1 sr,1u,1I r1,l,:o, w1tl1111 th•.:: f,rn11ly (Alldred, 109G) - the husband-wife and 
p,Henb--,l ,1i· Ir"" d1,:;,-, A ti 1c; rlt:plrjy11w11t rA alliance are ruptured Secondly, the effect 1:; 
to patl1 :I, ,,;,s,, :,r,rner 1 :11 ti 1c:1r c,lll')le parent status For example, rn Extract 13 lower sm.1(,­ 
er:cirVJ,lJli. ~t:1: Js. ;:,IIICJle ft:111:1le par,,111::; and less frequent church attendance are drawn 
togetnu rr, :i I r·Julc::n '.dt•,iJmy Thie; qw,strrJn arrses as to why less frequent churr:h 
attr-;n.Jar, ,, 1, rne11t1rJ11e:l 111'.; r,pp,,sr;rJ t, J, for example, less freriuent attendance at sport1111i 



events or cultural dances) The posinq of the rr!sr"arr:h 'lllf r',(rrm r ,,r ·rr·I11r1 r:hurr;l 1 
attendance appears to centre around the assumption rJf dll ;1ss•v:1;1ti,H: t,,,.,. ,1r,pn rnor al 

responsibility, qood citizenship and church attendance ThPrPfr,r0. tlw· irnplrr ,1t1,Jr, rs tli;it 
these younq women (from lower socio-econonuc status si11r11,, p:irP11t L11111li,,s, f,1II short 
of the moral ide;1I through a lack of reliqrnus fitire In [ xtr.vt H sin,1I,, fP1•1.1I,. 1nrr·nt 
families are associated with unfavournble soci:11 condrtrrrns Wli:1t t11,,,,,,,, ,11, 11rw,11c; :ire. is 
not specified. However. the sinqlo female parent in sorno wav · .1i,p•·:1r·: r, r':p(JIJ';thle !or 
these conditions 

The use of the single female parent fc1mily/lrl'N0r SCJCICJ-Pcom1111ir ,;t;1tus ;;,;,, ,, , 1t•·,11 as c111 
unfortunate but real tact has important qcnderinq effw:ts 1 lw rr111•litrnrrr; r1f p·,ssibilrty 
under which sinqle female parent farnities !lend to 10111 tt1<> r:111ks nf tli" 1''''11 :He not 
examined (especially the qendered conditions of possibility r.;ur Ii ac, tliP ilr,.r urs: .8 fixinq 
of proper chtldcarc arranqorncnts which restricts wornen s t1111P il.,1il,1!,ln f,,r fl'corne 
qeneration) Instead, women who choose or who arr: fowecl to l1°r ,,rn<·, 111,ir,, p:irr,nts a'.0 
positioned as r:"11trrhut111q tn thr> p0rpetuiltrr111 "f th0 b:, srv'" ,,, ,,,,n111I· , I1,,;n,:. :ir.rl the 
supposed neu;itrve social conoiuons tt1;1t gu ;_ilr111g wtth t'w: r;t; rt, 11, 

Fincllly, the "broken" fclrnily, which rs implicclted in co11tr11Jut111q tu te"'11:1Cr pr1,r111c111cy 111 the 
literature, serves as the def1nrnq limit of the 111tact. well-funrt1cJ11•11q Lrn1,l1 It is th,, 
pathologised presence, made possible by cl stcltic view of Lrn1i!icll rel at n•:s t!1at snes cit') 
deviation from the fixed nuclr:clr (or. with cl rush, extendPd) filrrnly f,;ir"e :is :1 tneak or 
rupture The broken fclmily is portrclyed as bernq creatPd eithr;r thrnur11i th,, :. ilful actions 
of individuals (e.g. through divorce), or through circurnsta11ces (e g wirlo:1ilr·11rl ur rniqrc111t 
labour). Either way, it is implicc1ted in the crecltion of pr:rs,rnill :rnrl S()r:i;il drr.;ruptrrrn 

Extract 15 
Another unclerly111q thr:mP c1mnnq som0 cf thP suhJ'"' ts rs ,r 1,,,ir ,,, , , : ",,.,, 1" l1wt :i1·1ri 
rejection. Thrs f,1;1r is promi11e11t with Adele, Ddia c111rl Fl11w1P, :rnrl rn 1) t,,. rr•lat0ri t" 
childhood OXJHlrtf:llCl"S of n'Jeclio11 Roth Adelr) nml llPli.1 ,,1111" fr,1m rl1., .r,·",t l:,,mPS ;1rid 
King (1970) has noter! that parental discrml nny result 1r1 11 f,,,ir r,f '''l"' '" 1:1 U,,. , l11l•lrca11 
(Pond, 1987 15Cl) 

Ext1c1ct 1/i 
ThP basic rn,mi;.it_w I111k lllily hl' c1t1st!11t ,11111, p,;,c,11 wli,,11 111,,sr·11t rf"''" ·1, t I· . ,i,, l1fr+,r·~1 
security due to such fclctors ;is i11c1clequate or even 11011 exist,,nt f111,111r 111 sup11rirt frc1111 
males, divorce, widowhood, ;ind prr:mmit;il pr0q11ancy (PrP~tnn \/Vl•/tr· 8, I , 11e,·,. 1 :if',fi 3821 

Extract 17 
The phe11ome11r111 ()f growi11u 11u111hers nf strr,r•t r:hrlrlrP11 ;11irl , 111w;111t" l 111•1 .w,1wlon0d 
bcllJies in developin;J countries 1s well dflr;ulTIPlltPrJ Tlirs prrJl1lr•111 h;1s •ts rn, ,t•; w,t r1nl1 1r1 

poverty. but :ilso in t11r: "disorqani1;1t1on in thP f.irnrl/ as il rr:'.:ult flf 1111<:r nit I 1ti,,ur r.;,st,_;rns 
rclpid population cirowth, crvil wc1r. violenr ,, :mr1 rrwrr-;1sinq urli:11•1/:itiri·1 :111•1 ',\',,, lor11i;:;iti•J11 
([3oult & Cunninqh:1111. 1 CJ()2h ·,n.t ! 

The broken LHr1tly I~~ ~lt~t;rJr_·i;)tPd ,..- .. 1th 11pr,,1·1n.ii 11:1·\ili,rl]'-., c...1Jr h ;1c..; l,,1 l·'.1 ;1..., ,. ~1,1rt r:·~,j 
rPJPction (Fxtrc1ct 1'i) mscr.urrty, ;111rf lild r,f l1n:111<r:1I r•·s·,rw:,.,; 11,1, t !r 1•, ,,.,,11 si•, 
social prublpms such c1s strr><>t r:hrlrlrP11. 1111·:,:rnt"rl :111<1 ,11·,rn:1,,r;,.,1 !· 1! :• , ,,,1 ,';ar. 
populc1tinn qrowH• urb;m1s:1tir111 ([Y1r;irt 1 i: 1hr, r•·•r•n7l"•·1! :11·•.,,r•t '1 1,, ', ""' ,11(,! '. 



f,11111ly !:,i111,l1111d111lzlll1 tl1" l11d;dr1d w1f0 and parents-children axes of alliance) is unplicitty 
a,;,;, ,r_,, ,1, ,, I -111!11 -,Ld,111\y, 1111, 111< 1, 11 s, :u111ty, ;irl,,quat0 child-care, and reasonablcnes s. 

CONCLUSION, 
Tlv, sl11lt fr, 1111 'u11.v,:rl 1111 ,tli<:r ,tJrrl rll,,q1tir11ato child" to "tennaqe proun,mcy" achieves, as 
with otli,,r su,,1,tif1e-,lly 11r:11lrdl1sed turns, the apparent wrcstinq of "judqrncnts [of human 
cliffer,,w:eJ 110111 c1 spl11,11: r,f vc1lu;;s, pn,Judir:e, or rule of thumb to the sphere of human 
truths, ,,1I11c1ilty ..f ,;L111rli1rrl,, r 1,ue11tly justrliable choices, and objective criteria of efficacy" 
(Ruse, 11JCJi' '.l'/IJ I l()wr;vi:r, <111 &1c1lysis of the teenaqe preqnancy literature in South Africa 
imlicatl;S that, wlule tlH: prr,l,ll,m Is posed 111 "scientific" terms, it Is the rupture of the 
cor11uqc1!is;it1011 of rf:prorluc\1011 th.it Is ul issue, The dominant si;1n1fication of "teenaqe 
pre\1I1;,I11,y s,,iv;;s tu d1,q111se Ilic judqemcnt of "scientific' language concmningthe marital 
stcJtus uf the ;idrilesu:rit l11str,;id, e;irly (irnpticitly "unwed") reproduction is cast as 
psyr,hr1luq1r:;1lly c1nrl sur:ic1lly, L1rnd<Jir1u [arly reproduction in the context of marriage, on 
tl1e c,tliu har1rl l'i rul1,cJ<1\(:d to the unproblematic, as marriaqo decides the undecidable 
pr<)rJ11:i1It :1,fr ,I,,sc:r,nt 

nw r,or ,JLJ!]cilis.1\1111I 1 ,t r,,prr ,rl111 .t1r ,n pr1J1l,,rws the nuclear family tonuation, which takes on 
the ,LiI,r:r,t of tlw 11r1rr11;ilN:rl ;iii:,(:11r;(: 111 contrast, tile sinqle-parent and the broken family 
ar'-: fr>111,JfCJl11irkrl c1·, ,,,H:i,1111 rlr,,;1:1111 Tho smqto-paront family fractures the conjugalised 
11,~1 ,1 ,111 ,, ,r 1\ , ;f 1,1;,-u:_il1ty , 111d sui, 1,,rts tlw assumption of male heudship 111 the family. Tho 
S'11'.Jl8 rnc1tr1u Is I,1Jrtrayr:d pr:rpctuat11Iq poor parental practices and as coming from a lower 
socio-econom«: l,ar:h1ruu11rl, whicl1 1s associated in the literature with 'unfavourable" social 
conct1t1uns (tl11s in turn, rf:11es on thi, privileging of middle-class social conditions as 
favouraille) Tlie broken, L@1ly def1rws the limits of the intact, well-functioning family. It 
alloNs for tlHo fi>illCJ of th;_; 1rlec1l1sed nuclear farrnly formation as the site for psychologised 
s1;curit1 c111,I 11,r:nc1I f 11111l1dl rr:lc1ti,rns and childhood development It becomes the 
re;;r1s1U;r, t,,r ,1:il prfll,l•:1:!s ,,-,1,,li c1~ 1J11wc111ted ba!J1es a11CJ teenaw, prcunancy 

F111ally, tlw r;11•1stion rmy ,isked concr,rnincJ what terminology, other than "teenage 
pre911c111rf, sh(llilrl llt: c11l"ptul 111 the attempts to research or explore this issue 
o,_,,,011str, 1- tI.,, :,r1t, ,rs 11,ur: '.JI ;ipplerl with this type of issue, coming to two conclusions 
IHdll, l'JCJ,l1 i0,rstly, 1·11111,, :1 r:rJ111,ept I11ay tie deconstructed, it may be necessary to 
urnt:11111: tr, 11-,,; 1t, ;is tlwr,, llFl/ IJr: 1Hitt111IcJ with wlrn:h to replace It. However, the usa(JC 
Is 111 ;i <J., tr,t,Jl1s,,,I dr,,r,11'.,truch:rl fc11rn: the concept can no longer operate within llH, 
pararJ1qm 111 ,•,iw:h 1t wc1'; oriq111ally formed An example of this would be the term 
lliOtllfer111rJ :,l1d1 t,e1111111,h I ,;1 _,,, ,i.,u ,111,tructed to expose the qcnrlr,rcd taken-for CJrc1nted 

c1sscJ111pt11,II~ 1,1 ,,t,,,.,11t tr 11,1:-, tl1,ll 111l•,1l,1t tlir, stanrldrd usr, uf the t,,1111 However, I11c1IIy 
fem11w,ts ,,, 111tI11u,, t(/ 11:,<: tlH; tu111 tu describe the parentlnq act1vIt1es of wrnrnrn 
lrnr)crt,111tlJ, ttnurJh, tl11; t,;rrn 1s 111fus,:;cJ with different (feminist) undr;rstand111us 111 tl11s 
depioyrne11t I IIc1 ;e I11y rescrvc1tiu11s about "teenage pre;Inancy" falling 11110 this first 
cateyory as 1t 1s saturated with a variety of fall-aways (including the nature of acJolesce11c:e 
i c1dulthoocJ I r:lilirJhoud, arJulescent / adult / child sexuality (see Macleod, In press), 
mothurnrJ 1s,,., r-.1,i,,l,,,"I, )l)(J1 J, and f<11111ly formation and function) I would aruue th;it 1t 
sl1r,ul•1 t»:h11 J :r: 11,,, ,,,,, 1111d r,,it,,qr,ry wti,;re the term 1s s,1hr1t,1ucrl t,y tile rlcploy111u11t <1f 
il 118.'J tcrI11 f-- ,r \(:101 u1J,1 pr,_:CJildr1r,y we could utilize the term · ec1I ly repruduct1u11 .. , 
h,,.•,u,,r tl11s also tlm;z1te11s to allriw c111 early/ usual/ late dIsl111ctI011 tu be made Perhaps 
tl1e s1Jlut1ur11~ tri r,,sear,,h 'rc,pr,ylur.tiCJn', w1tl1 particular attention to tlHi local spPr:ific1t11;s 



within wl111 :h it takr,s plzicP Fm cx;m1I1ir ', if wr, ,irr_, t1J llcl1cv" r J, ,1v1,,1111 :rn,J I •·r I l;1:1r' 
( 1989), reproductive worn en frorn particular sor:10-Pr:nn()mir: p,,sit1r 1r1c. r'lT,' h.1vn rnnrr, in 
common in tPrms of obstetric outcomes than younq rpI1rr1rlw:t':" ·::•JJJ'P" :irrcsc r l:1sses 
c1nd other social location indices Thus, und•~rstc1rHJ111q n"prr1rlur:t1rm 1'.rt'1"1. Cl\ :1 ,·,rntPxt 
of rural-based poverty (with its consistencies and rlivr:rqPrwns) 111:11' Iii· r:1,,,,, 'J"''ful th:1n 
studying ·pregnant teen:iqP.rs' 
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