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I hat we I,~cirn from oth,0rs Is IPss :1 S''ll',til,1ti11q r•r ,,1, f,1u11'i :, 1 Ii 
acknowledqemnnt of the huni:rn ,rmdition YH rt rs 11, ,, , 111, ,I,11n, , , t 
evident truth cittrihuted to Vyqotskv ;is rf rt wr'r" :i 11i;1r11 disr"-"IY 11, ,t 
centuries of thouqht ,llld retlcction at,nut hurnar Inlll"' r111'';irlr· 
academic discourse, Iew wn11ld r l.urn th;it .vn :vlr1 ill, n·1111" ,:,,r,,i 

'1 '!' I f ; 11·>_:i 

f,:,,I !lw. ccc,!f- 
11:11! [,,,l'l 1;'11rj,,rj 

h 1IIL.·. , ,f ;irr ;p1r, 

I' l. 1 •1. \ ! 1r ,, .', '7 

lanquaqos that mir ar.ulousty il(I: lii1rJPrStr1rJrj I•\' r r\l>11(S cj1,, r•J·, , ,r :I ,',', ' , , I'·' ' , • \c,n1s 
and construct ,111 tile tools of our ,ilrInus tr;id,0s. ;mrl :111 this :11/ t v ,r,r , 11· :,:':ir ,,,•l.0s 
L eavincJ aside rotted versions of \/1qntsky that r, ,ff,wt t11r, ,1 ,, 11 •"fi, ,:cil 
interpretations rif his subtle and 111tricJ11rnCJ thPm es :1111: 1,Jr>,7s, rf 111ir:,,, ,,,,. ·11 •ss,ir- 
then it is surely P1,1qet who 111\/sl t:1kp t1i,, l1•Hlfl:Jrs 'nr , ,,,,.,,f,n,: 1 ,,:t, 11•,,,t,.r- 
account of human IP:rnrn1q Pi,1qr,t s 111srqht was t!1a• rjrc,s11,'.P t:1,, ··!•., ,,1·! I'"' ,,ss:ir, 
fr1ct of snr:i,1I rH r:ultur;1t IP,1r1111HJ ;rnd th0 rof,, of ntll0rcs 111 tlir: r 11' i" I». -'I' ,,,rnnnt 
cultural ;rnd srw1;il f;1ctms air> nnt s11ff1u,,11t t" P•pl,1,11 I" 11111'1,; ,1, •, 1,, ,,. :, ,r 1,.,t,·10"'11 

the 11ecessr1ry ;rnd the suff1r;1e11t finds exprPSSt()n Ir1 r'r:Hwt s 11s, · , ,f :r,,. :,-rr,;s f,,;umn1_1 
and development to 111dic;1te the rirfferencP f'1;1q,,t s '.ilP'H, ti1:i1 r ,.,1, ,, , :11 :1 r·1,"tl10d 
designed In fllimrn;itr! or 1111111111I/P r:ulturcil :111rl sucr:1I f;ir,t"rs, rs 11,t,,1,,j,,,j ,,,,t ,,nlv to 
provide an arTourit of tlie suff1c11'11t r.1J11ditir111s t11,1t p1,J,1111H1 , .. ·qr1,1,,., !· .,.,r,1111,,,,,t t,,1t 
iliSO to plUCJ tilP thP(ll•!!rr:al holP that il/11/ iJC:UJLJl11 t,:Jsr,,j r,•7 111• r 'II' i], , f v·,· :,' 

IPaming rm 1st umfro11t l hrs Is tlw rnfrrnte r0qrnss 'Jf til" 10:i• 1101, tr I l·r r ,, t·,,, ,, ,,rs 
other Tlw p1rit1IPlll rs 11nt rmlv thn,Hr>t1, .ii 111 tiH' fnrrn:1I ,,r f, '11' 11 '' ,,, 1/; ,,, ,,,•it-; ,l 
problem fn; 0v•1lut1"r1,11y psyr l1"l"(JY ·,-,l7r>1r> hu•1n11 ,·,,I1,,r" ;111·1 1,111:, 1 :» 1"11r1t t" 
ICIC(Jate(l jr) cl I jl'/Pll WilrJSf) (Jf;/11 SIS ,j, PS ii"' (P•JLJI'•' :11:, P •, ,1 /f':ll 

lJnllke 111a11y nf his l:1ttnr-ri:1, ,1,,,, pl1'S, .'1'j'l'.'.f\ rlrrl ll'll 'i','"' :,,'' rf 'l['ri 
rlP.ithm did hP IPJ'!cl rt out of h;inrl 111 hrs sr•minal d1a1it<•r rm //,,· ,1,,,, 1,1n11,r•nl of 
scientifir: r:n11,,,,pt,, Vyqotsky viqnrrJr 1sly "ll(j:Hy,s w1lh I 'r:iq"t s f, 1 ,1•1, I ;1 r lr•se 
read111q of this t1•,t s1Iqqr1sts tl1;1t IJp rs 11r1I ,1tte111pt11,q tr, drsrnrs'; l'r, 1•' 1»11 t• 111t,•qrilt"' 
his own apprn;i,:h w1tl1 tl1:1t rJf I'' ,llJ"I ;ir>rl th"rehy t,1 r:u11•,trc1, t ;i 111r11,•, r,11; !•·t0 !lir·,r, of 
cngnit1vP. dP.vP.k1pm011t It rs drff1,,u1t '() ,,.,·rJ1i,-d,, :1 \iyq11\si-',n11 p,ir:1•11'11'' ti,;it s, r-nstru,:,r1 
as emblernntr(' of th0 p1In1;wy 11f thP sc11 i:1I 111 !11" f1HIn:1't'"l ,,f 11111' ! :.,'I '!,,, f, Ir,,,•,r1 :1 
pilSSilCJf' writt0r' t,,, Vvr;•>tsi,v ,, · 1 , 1,t /II•' ,,f l';;H;,·f 

1 Plotkin (Lon:!1 ·1rq1J(•C:, tl1,1t ;p1 P, J11' 'I', 1: '.' I 1 
'. 
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F-llfll1.:1, sr 11:11t1ffi u,1wr1ph r:,1I1 ;irhr) 111 the child's head only on the foundation 
provrrl, ,,i tJ / tl1•, 11 ,:;, ,r drirl rnr JI,, .,I,,1rH:nt;11y forms of qener;iliLatior1 wluch previously 
e11st l li,,1 11 ,1 ,111 tpl·1 1,. · I1 rlr, ,rlr tr "' I 11 ,tr, tl1e , .lulris cons..iousness frorn tlw outsrdc 
I I / I / ' 

Ath,1111 ,!', 1, 1 · 1, ·: ,,, I Vyq"hk 'I .is tl1t, c11, .11 s, ,era I construcuonrst of f"sycholo\JY am not 
rllll/ 1111•,l,,.i 111,,; l,11I :,<:I'J•: tr, 1!1c;l1J1i Vyqrit:;ky's novol ;111<1 distinctive contnbutions. A 
(JrJr,tl ,,, Hnpl, 1, pr"11r1,,,1 11/ I l<11rf1 (1'.J'.Jil 2/J who contends th<1t VyrJolsky's 
rl,,;,,lr1111111:1,t.rl p ,,., l1r,lr>1J/ r,,•,t•, r,11 t.-,,, pri11r:1pl,;s, as follows 

1 F, Jt ,,c1r.l1 111• Ir. r Ii 1:rl I'' ,rs1,r1 ti,," rr Jilt ;i11, I la11rJuil(Ji! have irldep1.rndcnt onqins Thought 
tJhJrr1s ,11 th..., 11,rt, ,,, ,1r t111!,' r,! 111,, 111,r1rH1s system, whilR li-lnquarie beqrns in social 
1ntr~r<1r,t1r)n 
2 fiH, ,,tr11r.t11r•, •1f thr, d,,,Jirlr>purl 1111111,111 mirHJ comes about throuqh the acquisition of 
shlls irr 111;:1r.l1•,l1,')rtc1I sy111l,1r,si·, \'11tl1 ,,tilers 

Exactly whr,r,: I lc11re rluiv,,s tlwsu twrl l1.1lf iJdked pr111crples from is not clear but what is 
clear ic, !hilt t.rr fr, 1111 arhr ".c1ti11g th,: 1 ,rImc1r v , 1I one line of development over the other, 
or r,f the so1_1c1! ,) 11,r tlv- t,rr ,lnrJI' c1I, tlir, rr:r,rrrrlrno prrncrple Ionnulater: by VyrJotsky rs 
that 111 tliu r;ours,,, ,I ri,,·;,,lrJpm•;11t. t11r,uql1t c111rl language, or more generally, the natural 
a11d t11,, s1,cr,,I 11,111;.;rrJ', cirFI 111 thp pmr;ess tr,rnsform each other to yield whilt lie r.allerl 
the t11rJh•,r rnr,1rt ,, prr,,_,,,,,,,::; It rs till'; 111rJ111u11t of mutual transformation that represu11ts 
Vyur ,hf; 11u,. ,I r.r,r ,trrl111t1, Jtl 1,_rtl1,,r tl1,111 d11y crud,, rnturprdations that would strip hrs 
theorr,,s r>f ti11,1r 1J1111111,1lrty ;J11rl 1,,;,·1,, 111111 r,,pris,,d as ;1 sucral-luarnrnrJ theorist 

!'lie-, ~trr,11q 1,r Jill! tl1c1t ·; ,, J' 1hf; 11i;1krrs rs tli,lt wliat we learn from others or rn rts more 
pararJr(Jmatr,, frArn. -:1hc1t r:llrlclrr,11 lr,;irn Imm adults is of a different order and not merely 
er1u1valr,nt 1,1 ·Nit;il ·nr; spont,11wously lr;;m1 on our own. I he difference between \lie 
everyrL11 r,:111r.,,pt1; tl1:1t thr-e r.l11lrl acqurrt,s larqely without adult help and the scientific 
cCJm:r,pts tr1dt dlt, ,,xpl1r_1tl; t<111qht tu tl1u r.l11lr! by 111formed others such as teachers rs 
that the latter forrn part of ;in orrJcllllLecl sysh-,m or inter-related Sf)t of concepts such that 
the ct1rlcJ's spo11tdmsr1us 111irlPrst;rnrl1111J is enriched and tr,rnsforrned by the encounter 
with tlF, S/St,~111 ·IS d Nllr ,Ii) 

Thu de,·r"''J[,rrn,r,t:,I p;itl1s t.,hun l1y tlH: r.i11l,I '., spnntaneous and sciuntrfrc r;nncepts Cdtl 
be s,:ht:ill]tir ;illy rqire,sr,nt(;ri dS twr) ltlif;', ITlflVtng Ill opposite d1ruct1ons One moves 
from c1t1ovF: tr, i;i:lri·N wl11l1, th,, otl11;r rrs,,s from below to alJOV(; If we dusrgnato the 
earlier rl;;vuloprnq. srrnpltJr, ,_llld more ul;;rne11tary character1st1cs as lower and the latP-r 
dP-veloprng. more ,;,;rnplex r:harar teristrcs /those connected with conscious awareness 
and mlrtionJ ;is lwJheer. wr, r,c111 ;;ay !hilt t/1,J c/Hlcl's spontaneous concepts develop (10111 
below to iib,JV,:. frum rt.,, 111,,rc, t:!1m1f-:utdry anc/ lower characteristrcs to tliu IHcJl1cr, w/Hle 
Ills sc1untdic C'il!Cc:[!ts cl,:vdnp fmrn alx,ve to bf-Jlow, from Ilic more complex anci /1iy/,e1 
c/Jarart,;risucs r,, t/1,:, rrt1Jff: ,,l&l/r&ntc11y ( 1 'Jtl7 21 G, italics in the orrqrnal text) 

'Ad 1,-,,.,l,,YJ1r1J !tI:1t :;;, dff: tJull1 s;11.J,rJl1c ,11,d somatic a111mi.lls, Ei.lgleton (2000 \J8) con1111e11ts 
that ·\Ve ,ir., w,t s,, muct1 sple11cJ1rJ ';ynthesi,s of nature and culture, 111c1terralrty and mea11111g, c1s 
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1 his pr0<:i:Ss w!u ,r,, oppositr, rl0v,.lr,pnir:11t:1I tr:1I, ,, l•iri, ·', q:, ,, ·' , , ·1 'i 11. ,:, ,,j ,1: 
Vyqotsky's 1rJ,,,1 of;; zone of prnximal cievP.lopmcnt 111 171•; 111t1,,rl1,· t,, ·11 t•. tlv· I r"Ihli 
edition of Vvqotskvs collcdr>rl works, Bruuor dr>s, ri!Jr.s tlw. 1•. ·1 •·t,wi:, 'I, cir•r •·p'. 
( 19fl IA). Out, as wit Ii so 111:my of Vyqutsky's st, mII1I1q ir!• ·;i•,. tii, , , .r,, , ; ·' ·! , ,·n11,, ,,f 
proximal clovr--:!opmPnl or, :is 1n1tic1lly 111trorl11c0rJ bv '!i'l'lhf i. :1 .- ,1,,· ,,f n1,,,u,1n! 
possibilities ( 1987 1 G9) has been misrepresente.l :11vl ·r1,,1>:1s"rl t" 11 ,, ,. i:1 srir11Ptl1111q 
more at homo and at r:ase with AnqlrJ-/\meric:in discourses :1!,,111! ln:m11·1·:' T'ir·rr h:i·:e 
been two main attempts to exptic;ite thr, ?one ,,f /llOx1m:1/ ,/,•1,·/01111:, ,,~ ·,1,,1 !,•,tli :if'' 
antithetical tn !hr> spirit if not the lr>tt,,r of Vy(Jotsky'<; w.iv ,,111iillf 1I1q ii" «:t I« I•II1I1q :11,rl 
development. Havinq infmrrn:d us th:11 th-: 1one nf ,,1,, ,,,11,1/ ,/,, ·,, ·/, ,fl!I ,, , r 1 1, J'll'ttHJ 
concept, Bruner continues arHI 1n1rocl11r:<"s 1hr, sr.1ff,,f,I II1t1·q r, ·I It1• ,,1 I '1 , -1,• .in 
interpretation that is sturrnlll\Jly at odds with tlw11H.: uf tlw 1,,vt 111 :.111, 1: Iii• , ,,•1, •·;,t :s 
embedded. The scaffold metaphor refers to a situation in wr11,.!i ;111 :1,11111 er 1,,;vhr,r 
guides the learner through the incrernental learruno of a S"'lll'"'' ,, , ' ,,, it ,I:1sf ,; r';\''v:rJ 
Bruner, & r~oss, rn7G, Rocioff, Malkin. c;ilbricJP l'lfl-\. S:1.,•·. (;,. l'::.:r: r:,f! •·rr·,:1I1 
1984 ). This common-sense instructional tecliniqur, 1s wr·,11 •;111tPrl 1« tr 1•· !f•:1111111:1 uf 
practical tasks such as riding a bicycle and thr; like ilml 1s f11II:, r·n1nI,l1 1111 ,-.,111 th,! r.J!rl 
behaviourist principles that see111 to lurk Just tJ0r·eath the surf.1· ,. 1· i tl,:it .-.er,, 
anathema to Vy(Jotsky. Harre le;ivr!s little room for duulJ1incJ 11,,. I i•"i'.H', ris 
interpretation of the zone of proxrrnal c/eveloprncnt givrn his til,1ta11t '111' 'f·i•":>se11tatirw 
or misunderst:rndinq or. perhaps, rrnsreadinci of Vygotsf) 5 t"' h ''J 
Vygotsky, the m,iin clevf!lopmr,ntal rnornent Is wh,,·1 il r:hr!, I has ! , , ,n tr, ir'q '.o '.:c: 
somethinq, :ind 1he tilsk is cornpletPd IJy ,111 ,1,Jul1 ~uppl\""I th, 1•1i., ,,,: "''T '·i '"is 
point the c0gnit1ve or miJn1p11l:1t1vr: c::1p:1r:it)' 1s in 1,,,, .''''1" ,,f l'JI. ,,., ' !,-.,,:,,; 11,•':'\ 
(1m1s 2CJ) 

Vyqotsky makes !hf' point til:it :m,nnls , ·rn 'Jill\ '"'" 11 fr, J''' rn• It, 1, .·.: ,1 " , , , , , , :1 ! 
also leilrn by themselves ;md "11'' r:an h;i;;ircj 111': qII1>cs tl>.1t 11,, :.· i:•1 : ·r· t, 1: '·; l·:1.,, 
s;iirl mt1r:h the sc1me c1hout childr0n lr,arnmg from sr afhlclrll,J lint rn:1. : ,,Ji11:". tnsl,,·1 
thP lec1rninq prr1cess and ()f r:nurSP s,Iv0 the r:liild f1nl]) tilf! pr:rtl,; ,,f :, 1' ,·1•! "''''f llut 11 
Is difficult tr1 se8 how c1 I hild wuuld )µ;H11 .1111 ,,f 111,, 17,1,,,.• "' t ,,1 •1 ;;s 
conserviltIon nr classifir;;rt1<m tiy :In iJdult supply•nq tli" :111ss1I>'1 s1,,p 

The other ;1tternpt to ,,xpl11.;itP tlH• 1,1nr: ,,r ,,,,.w1nIdi ,/1·,0/1,1 ,,,,., t ,,i_, '.,,,s ·111 
assimilatinn of 1he conc"lpt 1ntn th0 thPor .. t1r:al fr:irn,,,,..,,1d· nf d1:1t•,r11J1 1 f1.1,•1P:,• rf ti1:11 
has tenuous prnnts of overl:ip '<',·1th th<? acllnl sit11:i111rn ,·:q"11r",j 11, 11 ... ,, ,,, "l'I ,,j ;1 
zone of proximal cl0velo1,,nr'nt Thr> 111;1In propon011t of 11111; ,IpI1r,.1;1, ·!I Ic V,1,,111,r 11 11 qfM, 
and he i11trorl1H:r>s thrPP 1IH1flrPtw,1! ,·,Instru1:1s t,y w;iy nf r>•pl1• :it1rn1 , t1,.1t.·>I1 ,jPf1111t.rm. 
111tr:rst1bjectiv11v, :incl Sl'flli•J111' il!f'lblt1·,n Till!Sf: tl1r•·'" '!lfl'''flJI 1s illf• J,Pc(,,,j If thP 
s,rns<J that f>[fpr·t1vf! l•',1!111111/ i,;1<;,><j JJII ,nst111r (;<)fl [f"llll[PS th;Jt 111P tr· I· I:• I 111,J IP;Hf Pi 

shcHn a cnnir11rir1 d(•fii)iti()fl r)( th,~ si!u;1tH)fl Sll' !1 f/1;1! tli1·1 -If•· ,,,111 1,:, i in 1~n1r q tl11· 

'Plot~.in ic..;, nn 10_,·~ f•ffl1c..;1._,.,p 111 11,·, t11._11'--;" r1•f1!1rir_r1 1'> llir· :11n, ,,i ,,,, " .. •11 1 

exq11isitA UJf1',Pptt J,71 crP:1t1nrl \: l( lf l:) 21 ~) 
4 V;in der VP-'1 ;Hid V;Il·;1neI I 1 'I'1 l l-\ YI '-' 1llIw,11t ti ,.,t '/ ,'I' ,I· fl ,1,, I ',, ,1 ''· / " ! !• ,. ,., 1, r ., 
l()llP, of l)rOXtfl);ll r1f•Vf;\0p1l1Prl1 a~; fll'~ 11·1,n rHiCJirl,tl r 1H1trd11J!1,n1 li11 1,,f1,•r1,·j t H.•>i•·r1-~r1 

1nv0st1q~tnr~" ;in11HHJ l)th(~r~; ;J'~ ttH• r,11q111;1l1Jr(; ,.,f 11H· 1, 111· •·1·' .ir1•! 01.-:1· f' 1" 
''Anwrrc<Hl" r p ,j,<;r·r)Vf'f y r )f O \j ! r / lllf pl,, I'~ ')yrv.-Jt'-;~) ·,, ",','( 1! r l1 !' II I j, ,. • I., r 11 / ',r :l1' ' 

r,oint Olli tll;1t \··.,.qnl';~y 1,v:1(, 111fl1J1~11, r,rj ti:,' B:1!d,•,;1r1 .Pl 1•1!1·llr·, t,;.il ',1!'J' 1·, ! ,\101 

Pi;iget 



Sdll1·: 11J 11,1. 11 turi. 1!1!!Jli•:, 11,te-:1:,,il,ic:ct1v1ty ti>--:twe>--:n the teacher and learner but, 
as 1N,,rh•.11 I·' ,11,ts oul: 111ti,1:;1Jl,p:1.t1v11y Is tlw qu,11 of instruction and cannot be its 
rw,:in:, 11,,- .i,11I,,11 1,., 1,rr,1" ,•;, "; 1,; tl,dt thr· t1,c1clwr ;111d learrwr "neqotiale" their 
rd;it1v•: :,1t,,,,t1 ,11 rlt:f1111t1, ,11:, ,111<1 tl11s r,:quIr1:s a concrete mechanism," the third 
themr:\11,,1I, 1J11·,t1u,:t of c;,;1111ut1,. 111r.:d1c1t1u11. By tlus term, Wertsch seems to mean verbal 
c<Hnrn1J11Ir. 1t1<11h tint co1b1',t 1,I tl11: t1:;ir lir,r d1roctin;J the learner to act in various ways 
and t11.:r1,t,; tr, ··~t it,l1sli 111krsu!J;r,ct1v1ty ·it can IJe an invitation to tile cl11ld to redefine 
th1,; s1t11cit1<J11 u11 the adult's terms. 8y representinq objects and events in speech in a 
ccrt.un ·:1c1/ u,,; ,1 !ult can IH: c1ttornptinsJ to ncqotiato a new level of mtersubjectivity" 
( 108-l 1 ', 1 [ht ti 11: prohlr:111 1·, ti ,c1t serniotrc mediation or meaningful communication 
rr,r1t11rr:s th:rt tl1r, tr:zicl1er c11irl lr,;irnr:r conununicate on the basis of shared meanings 111 
tho al;s,}w:1_, r,f ·:il11ch the UJll'1rn11w:c1ticm !Jreaks down. For semiotic mediation to be 
offor:t1·1i: 111 th,, ~,-:rise th;it 111,, k.arner r,h;111qes her understanding of the situation, or m 
V'/1:rts•,li, t, rrr• ,. rr,rlcf11H:'; tli,, :;1tuc1t11,n srnnothmtJ v1ery different from "negotiation· 
111,1,:,t ,,,,;:i11 i,,,; '.Vub<.11 1,)111h ,,ut tl1,, rv"'JOtiat1on process that underpins the 
r_,st;il,lr,11111>:r,t ,f 111tmsul!JH.t111t; 111volH,s <Ill "important asymmetry· The teacher, 
ur1i1h-: t!». l,,,,rn,,r. Is nrit r,,qu1r,:rl tr, < h,111CJC 111,r dctmition of the situatron and on the 
crJnlr;ir; it 1·, tru. •lr:f111iti"11 111,,t th•: r:111I<1111ust ,iclopt for successful 1(-,arriing tu occur. In 
this sens1,;, tlii: s1tuc1t1u11 cld11;1t1<Ji1 1s strictly non-negotiable" As Wertsch comments, 
'The u11ly qu11uI1H.: last1nr1 s1tuatio11 rr:ddinition that takes place occurs on the part of the 
r;l11l,r ( 1 'Ji'.--1 1 'l I v'Je-:rb1.h'1, tli,,, )r1:t11.c1! CiJIIStructs serve to explicate tlw problem rather 
tt1crn pr,,v,d,, ,, :ar,lut1u11 llut 11,, •lrJ>:s p1•,·11rlr" a partial answer yet do<:s 11ot seem to 
apprer,Ial1,: Ih s1r.1111f1c,HF:<o c111rl tl1c f,11,t tl1at 1t radically undermines t1is three-fold 
bpl1r:at1 ,11 ,10 :;,,II c1S ti1,, ,,, ,1!fol1l111q int,"rpretation of the zonfi of proximal 
rh:Vf:lr,p1111·1.t 

F 1nali; ::,, 11., :•, sel:11 tt1;,t :1c r,c11111lJt c1ccou11t for growth i11 tlw zone of proximal 
de<Jelupr1 ,,,r 11 ,, ,I, ·Ii 111 krr111, ,,1 , 111d11tIt;lt111, 1nr,r1~111e11ts to an ex1st1nu situation dof1111tio11 
f<att1u w,, r11w;t 11;,.1,qr1I/1s tl1;_,t d f1lllrid11H:r1t,il cildracterist1c of sur;t1 wuwtl1 1s wilat one 
rn1<_Jl1t 1, ,rn, ,1/1/dlt· ,11 ,,,, J.-/111111, ,11 ,, ,rm,tli11HJ tt1ilt tnvc,lvr:s q1vi11CJ up a prnvrous situation 
rldir11t,,,r1 Ill f:1,!JI ,,f d q11;i11t;1t1:,,1, IJl;'/1 'JIii:' I t\JrM 11J 

It rs 11,~tru,.t,.,, t,, ,,,,n~1,J,;r 1·'1,1111:t'·, 1,r,11s;;rvc1tI011 tasks 111 terms of Wertsch's tt1coretical 
;,unstru,,t uf c,•l,1,_,t1,,11 ,l,;f1111t1rJ11 ri11: rl1flu1..:11r,1: between the 1w11-r:011servintJ child and 
the r:r,nscr ,111q r:hild (or arlult) is that thuy understand (or duf1ne) the task s1tuatlon in 
d1ff,:rr;11t :ic1;:o Tl,e cu111pdl1111; f,.:c1tur,, of conservation tasks is tt1dt nothing in the 
E:xturr1di s1tu,,t1u11 r,rianq,;s In tlir: r;aso r,f ttrn conservation of quantity task, tn which a 
liquid fro:11 unu uf two idontir:dl r.011!i.J1ner" ,ured into a different shaped container 
(and l1l:11,:,: /ltd.ls ;i diffuront 11,·;d uf tlw l1r1,11,J 111 the new container), the 1rntial s1tuatIon 
of equal dlll'Jl111ts of 11dtf,r 111 1d0nticc1I r:onta1ners, the pouring of thu liquid i11tu a 
d1fferc11t1J sh;ipcd c:ontdllll:r, arHI tl1e wsultinCJ change in the level of the l1qu1cl, me thr: 

·, Lmtiedcll:,I 111 tilt: rl,srnursi; of nr:(J<JtI,1tIc)11 Is a process of give ,mcl take, 1f 11ot between equJls 
lt1e11 a! IL,;,,,t l,c:t:w,;11 parlr1•n s wl ,u ,,c1cl1 liave somett11ng to (Jive Jml so111et11I11q to tdke 
A.lle11,1,ta I•, •Jr ,•,11•1 ti,,, 1,,rt,• J/ ,,,,,.:1mdl ,/.:vdu/JIIJent HI d process of 11c(J<Jl1at1011 profo1J11dly 
rlll:i:i If:,_: ;,1J1r,t I J,\e·.1~.:1 1_ir1pdl,1tc1hk: trw, 111,l/ tit: to tt1eories arid practrc~s uf t;duccJl1ur1 lt1dt 
M,Jul I i-,ld '" ti,,, I.-.H11er c111,I lt:ar l1e;r 1!11 a11 1,q11ill foot1ns1 TIie point Is that tile 11J11u of ,,,ux1111,,i 
1/;:•,,;/:/Jllkf!/ suJJest'; J ,.,11c1t1u11 011 tile tl1c:111e uf tile classical Mc1stc:r-Slave 1elat1rm 111 wl11J:l1 
tile, ac!,1,,,,,,1ir,11t -,f unrJer,,LH1•l1r11J ,.111rl r,nI1,j11te11111e11t requires, as a necessJry mo111ent 
;•1tJ11,,·,s: ! h ,; :·: '1'-1',kl / ,,f 11,,, (J//11·1 r,, ',IJlll;ll'kr tl1e sdf is tlir; ullllll,i\(! '.-:Lil•; ,,f 1l1J11llc1qt: 
'.J 



S;Jnl8 for 11()1) i:< il]S8fVillQ ilfld ('C)IJ<;Pr.'ill(I r ilildrr;n :1l1f r, f~lr! \I ·1' <;1\rJ: 1\ J'll)r ·rs(r;r1'.J 
differently TIH· non-conserver hasr1s 111,, JlHiyrnr·nt r,f r I' 1:1r1•it) 'd) ti•, I• ,, l11P lir;,wl 
;111rJ disrnq;11,ls tho other riill1Pr1Sl()f1'; r,f tlHi r;r)llf:lrnnr lr1,!qr11r,11\ r ,j 11 if,,j j,,,;s 
nw based 011 l'"ICPptunlly s:1l1Pr1t fr1:1tures :rnd ;1,; :1 :111•1, f til•P11i, !11:·. ,r•,,: .... •,1r1:l,nrJ rs 
probably c1d0qu;1tP for most srtuanon«. F IPpil:rnts :1111"·:ir tri t if,_, 111 r,, r, ·:1 :1r ,-. th:m 
rnice and indr!cd they do. The point, then, is th.it 1t rs th,, ,,rt1, 1t, " r!r:f.r1,1•rw or 
understandinq of the task that prev011ts thri nnn-r:or1s"r ,-,•r fr, 1111 r:, :11' , ". rrn I 11'' :nr1r0 
the non-conserver applies this understandinq in rJif'P.wnt 1:r)r1tP,•s w,: :•'Yk'?S the 
necessary perceptual skills, the rnrm, ontrenchoo this Ull(lr:rst:rn,J1r1q I , ,111,,s ;1:1,j the 
situation definition is confidently expressed by the nor1-r,1nsr•r\•Pr wifl1r , 1' n, !ir>sita\1011 
or doubt T h0 shift in unrlnrst;mrlrng frnrn non-conserv.inon t•1 ,,, "1', ,, . ·111• ,:1 ":111n,it 
occur in sequenced steps and thn v:1r:rll:1t1011s r,1porterl f (()rn r 11rlrlrr,1: ,1: 1 tr :,n~,\icir',Jr/ 
staqe do not represent incremental stops towards mastcrv 111 t'lr, tr} :\:1tl11·r 11:e\ 
reflect the undoing of the task detimuon or unravelhn.: of th~ :.;i, ·n :.11,, 11 tr,,. 0,,t:i;1t:0~ 
is understood The new undnrst;rnd111q of r:()11serva\ir1r1 'Pq111rr"s :1 il'·'I '" r· i !h» 11!:J. ;i 
qivinq up of provrous unr!erst:rnrl111q :1111I ;1 rr•r.lr:f1111t1r>11 of tlv• '',it:1:11,, ,1, 

Given that thP f1i,HJCtian pa1arliq111 r•xpl111tly "" :l11rlr :s II ill:11 '"' 1!1r 111 :, r'I • 
knowled\JCilhl0 pen rs, it is inlrur t1v0 th:1t Wortsr:h ( 1 '•'l·l I t 1 "' 11, 
conclusion rr1q:irdinq the 10110 nf 1•1,•• irn:1/ ,/11\ 1·/cp111,•r1t 

I j:Ji(, 1r f)";r)f1-. 

lt :) c;1rr1l;1r 

I would ,Hqur: 11111\ tilrs pror:nss 11( \l','r'lrj 11p ,lll r:,1sl111q srl111tr,1·1 ,:,.'fl'rt:· : f1. ·r r 1 :7 
quaiitativr-iy llPW Oil(' IS CiJclractr•r•slir 11f tiln rlllljC:f r:hlll<J0S l'Fll :1 • t1 lci I' r,., ;rins 111 Ii''' 
zone of proximal development f~:1ther th,rn thinkinCJ of r:lia11qr> 111 till', :,,11,, :is 11 stc:ir1y 
accretion of knDwled[Je about ;i t;isk, rt is essential to unrlnrst:mrl th:it rn 'i' , 11n\rcJ11s •_1f 
this chanqe rwr:ur throtr[Jh il shift 111 rrnn's llasrc unrir,rstrJr1d11·q , if :,In' '!·, , ,t·y··.•s ;:11ir• 
events 1n a setting arc. It is iwrhaps IH:St tu thrnk of sur h r h,1rn1,_, 111 t•·rri •,, f 11,,, s1,clrJe.r1 
insiCJht exrinrir>nr:p ex1m1inerl hy c;estalt psycholoqists. such cis Uunrf "r I I', 1 '· 1 

To conceptual11c the zone of /l111x1rnn/ c/Pv0/n1Jrnr,nt ,is ;i ;;1,r1,• ·,! 1:i·,,·;l,t 1,,;1rn1m1 
significantly alters the rneanin[J of c1Jllahornt1011 lwtwPer1 IP,Hner ;rnrl tP:irlw,r th:1\ 1s the 
defining feature of the zone of proximc1I rleveloprrnint, certc1inly ;1s ,t 1•: urirlerstririrl i11 
terms of a scaffolding inh,rpretation of the zone of prrm1110I rlevnloprn,,·,t :111•1 ;1isr1 as ;:1 
;one of intersuhJer:tivrty or what Brunnr ( 1 [H14 rq I wf,•rs t,1 ;is :1 f, ·rr11 r1i ,11011!;11 
sh,Hing It h;is lonq been rpr;(l(llli/Pri thc1t thr-> 1•1/Jf" ',f f)/rl>/1/l,li ,,,r,,,ont, ;Js 

formulated by Vy[Jotsky, only prnvirlr", :i qr,1111r:1I fr:111'<::,rHk ,,r 1·r .,,tru· '. ltnt 
rnquires cnns1rlpr;1hlP el11hnrr1t1rn1 'Nertsch l1'YJ0l Hr rs /'•:rt:i111ly ~·111, · t ,,, r 111llll'li \11:it 
111 the absenr:e of c1ny eli1horat1n11 t,y Vyqotsky, rt rs 111:r:r:c;'.;;Hy t() 0,:,11 it•· 11,,. ?CII'' c,f 
proximal c/cvelopm1!1)f IJy int1od11crr1q thPoretruil conr;i:,pts that :. , , 11 I ,,.,pl:1111 the 
"rner:hc1nir:s 111,1rJlved 1n the kind <lf 111r:rl1:1ti,Jll nr rnf'cilillec/ /e;Hll'IIC/,, 1•1;1•, · :rrs t•etween 
leilmer illld t<':l<'IJl•r :rnd transfrHlllS th(• 1111f nown rnt,, th0 h1•1:.r1 ·.-: 1•1· ut :1"v PY[lir0:t 
quidelines, rt s11r;111s SPnsriilP tr, rlr,iw nn th"'lll''S tl1c1t pr>rrnP;JtP \/•,r1r,l .f, ,, :,,,re ·:r.1cl1 il': 
thC pilrt pl,JyerJ tly history ilrld I lJl\iJ[(' Ill \i)p frirfll;J\i• JI) ;lllrj <,h:w1rHI ',t " '!1• ! I'' j "lr' l'JP,l 

that psycholriq,r,:il PY.1,l:rnatrrln slw11lrl I ,r,1•:1d" :1 qP11,,r:1tr." r>r f· ,r,,, ii ,, :·11 · ,f !hP 
pror,nssp<; tt1:1t r:•111st1tutri \hr• rlrs\1111 tly l1111llilll l•1r1i11,r r11,,11t:1I f11111 Ir, ·r,., 

I; rf•1JPfS!f•lfl I 1',il/1 ')' 1•1j tt1.- (~ I' :'1•1 

ll1s m!Pn·Pritinn: r1 'JrTl''TiP ,.i, ,,,4r1 t,.,. 

., , ! :'• i 1,, i' 



/-\Ii tnrr:L, 11,,· J1.itIcn1 . <JI 1:·I•,1ru,.tIr,r1. or "//1r:r-reoulat1on. consist of doings that ;rw 
e,pt:11,,ncr,d c1.-, l•:ippr,11I110:, lho r;,r:rpIent nf mediation or mediatee 1s the self that 
r,,pcnr,:ir> ·:, r 11 ,, lic1t1rJ11 :1'i so111dh1nq thc1t Is clone or happens to 1t. Althouqh all 
rm,,J1,1:1, JI 1 1, c1r 1 . ,ttc;rnpt tr, r1:(Jr1lc1trr t111, experience of the self, its awareness and 
u1:1scrm1s:1•:ss :;,, cc111 ri1:,ti11q11ish, c1t least analyucally, between a direct and intrusive 
form of r,,1J11l:J1I,,r1 ,111rl "11 1:1d1r,,ct llHJrr, c,JV.,rt form of regulation All kinds of overt 
rnstrur t1, ,11 Lrll 1,1!1, ti 1,, f1Jr1nr;r r.dtr:rjor; wliereas forms of lrfe or being - culture, tradition. 
li1stnr', t,I1 :111·, tt,,, l,rtt,,r 1 :,tr,11< ,ry l h1:; 1.;it;,uor1zation rs not to suqqcst that thuso 
fo1111s ,,f n,,,·i1.1t1, ,r1 ;,r,, 111rlr·p•:rrrlc-:11t 'Jf 11nrnlc1ted On tho contrarv, all direct instruction 1s 
1nforrrn,,J t,/ th. rnt111,; ,,f C/111 l,r:11111 ;irirl Is 1h;Jlf an expression of a particular way <Jf 
ber:11( 

Fr,ll•,,;1ir"J ;i ,,., r,t 111str11,.t1Crn~ r,r :1r:t1nu in a particular way produces some state of 
affci1r,, tlut 1', ,,,pr.:r1urwec,rl t,, th,J c,u/f. of which the self is aware and about which tlie 
self Is r;ur1s .11 JcJS VVl1at the av1.ir,.,m,·,s prrJrJur:ed 111 this way 1s about, in contrast to what 
,t 1s ,,t 1h J:,tr:r t. 1'., 11r,tr111:rJ ott1u than tlw actions performed i11 llr111gi11g about tlw 
;i11,nerI•.:S', f ,,r ,,,:11ni,l1; if I I11strui,t d ,.hild trJ use a p.nr of scissors. the aboutness of 
scissors, ,h ,,lltt:nq fur11J1011. 1·, rP.'/1:all:<I 111 tlw actions the ch1ld performs, actions that 
tne 1ristr1,' t Jr r,,,julc1tt:s as 1,c11t of the instruction process. All regulation consists of 
directives t,J ,Lt :11 pc1rt1rnldr ·11c,ys but the actions producecJ by the mecliatee, as a 
co11sequr,nu, of ,,tt;er rcuulc1tirJ11, have their oriuin m the understanding that constitutes 
the self ,,f ti,,, otht:1 d'i rrerl1 1tr,r In 1111, ~,1,11se, of o/lier-regulation, mediation involves the 
intern,pt11J11 ,,f tlH, :;,,ff of ti1f! rrn,1l1atu,, tl1dt 1s the prior or pre-u11derstand111gs ti1at 
constitute tl1e c.,, i11sr:IrJ11sn1,::;s of ti,r, merJ1atee. and the substituting of the self of the 
mr:di:itr,r ! hr: c;tf<,r:t of 1111:<l1.1t1tJ11, then. 1s to rerlucc a11 c1rient to an act1Jr whose actions 
di(, fl(Jl/ fe,fr;·r1,,111,:•I ctr, 11,lflfJIJlllll')S tr; !111, ,,,:// 

The 1111pcJrt,lflr:t: of t111, r:r,nr:ept of pre- 1Jr fure-ur11.lerstandiri\J 1s often overlooked or 
rrnsplc1r,,<1 111 tilr-;,Jfles ,,f if:;i111111q aml t,,ar h1nu whmr: the conventional wisdom 1s that 
U:d•:h111,1 ~111,uld ,1h11;ry', pr, ,c,,1,1 I fmrn thr: kn,1w11 or familiar and move towmds th,, 
unfa1111l1ar But :is f)rtr:r1;i po111h rJut, the sheer fa1111l1a11ty of our und8rstancl111g con IJl111d 
us to v1hat 1t Is tli:it we krll)tJ 

'These ir1,:t;rnu,s ()f tilinrlnr:ss vary frorn one period to an 0th.er but they are never 
absent. F·1uy idea Is tl10U\Jht, every picture painted, out of certain assumptions or 
conventions wtw:h ;ire so hasic, so firmly fixed for the one who thought the idea or who 
paint13cJ tli,, pI,,t1m, tl1dt he 111,1ther pays heed to them, nor, f0r that matter. introducP.s 
tt1ern I11tu lw, p1r;t11re CJr l11s idea: nor rJo wn find them there rn any guise except as p1u­ 
supposucl dWI left, as it m.:re. at one side. This is why we sometimes fail to understand 
an idea ur d p1r:t11r1,. ,:;r, lilr:k. the clue tri the enigrna. the key to the secret conventrr,n, 
/196() i'J I 

· l !1e t,;;:1I rn,.·,/uif· 1// 1rI d '11/(_j1Jt·;~ 1,_111 C1;r1t~.::1t ref..-:r<:. l<J lt.:drr1I11u and tt:rtdWlCJ d~ d u>111;i(1',1t,· 

proc•.:oo (~'.Jilllll•;f1t11VJ ;111 !llf; rJ1ff•.:r•.:r1t /lfcNS rA r;cilture reflected 1n the anthropolou1cal l1h,rat1Ht!, 
Plo1!,-1rr cunc;ir,der; that ·011,c :,,,,,! r.li1FJ to trizit core q1,ality as defi111ng a srec1frc plie11r,1nc,11u11 
lea111In] fr,~111 •Jti1•:rs :.IHI!',,,, ri, llJrn lla·1e l•sarm:rJ" (?OOJ 10:C) 
~ Fur :i s;.·~r:J,J :·ir·;1i1s1··; ·:J:8 ;....,~-,t1i:._j~·:_j (2:'_)(J0:1 B•11r1:1 Htlfndn 
11 



Correspondinq to Ortcqa's C01ld1t1011 nf "hlilldll0SS' ic; lhP r'')'H "l't r,f t1:1•litnri" ttnt 
informs Gc1rlc1mer's analysi« (or 1nl0rprr,tc1t1on nf i ln:•lr-ririr•c•; :rnc1I, · , f tt,,·, rnl0 of 
frirP-Ullderstc111r!i11cI i11 thrc horrncnr,i rti.: rcrrr:lr· 

"The circle, thon, 1s not frnrn:1I ill 11:1t11r,, 1t i,; 11r,1tl1•·1 •;ii!T·' 11." ,,. ! ,,., t .•' tir:t 
drescrihP.S 11ndr>rst;111di11q i1S tlH· i11t,1rpl:1y ()f tlir· f11il\'"lll"i'I , ,f Ir. 1, l1tr, •11 :111<1 thP 
movement of the interpreter liH1 illltic1patir,r1 rJf 111,::111111•1 !'· ,t ,;,,,,111s our 
understanding of a text is not an act of subjectivrtv, hut procccos frurn !he r omrnunality 
that binds us to the tradition. But this is contained In our relation t•1 tr;i'.l 1n11. in the 
constant process of education. Tradition 1s not simply ;i prPr:rrncl t,, 11 --1'.n ·:,!> ch '.'18 
come, but we produce it our solvo s inasmuch as we Ulld1:rst:rnd I' 111:• 1I"1te in thr, 
evolution of tradiuon :rnd hencP fu1th0r deterrninr- it r1111c;Pi".'"S 111:1•: t!·n rrr,·I'? r•f 
understancinq is not ;i 'methodological· circle. but dI,sui!Jes an "11t•il•,I1c1! structural 
element ih unrlerstandinq" (1975 261) 

The idea that understanding 1s I1Ilt simply ,111 :irlIu111t or p11_1rlu1 t ,:f -:,1; rc,qn1ti.e 
equipment that can be acquired or rnfrnprJ hut is an ,,ss0"t,;il :is pre· t , ,, 1: t,nrncJ l:ns 
behind Ricouer s attempt to usr: d1sr:ourse as tir,r!qP ilr·t·,-.·P•c·1 i,, · I w ! ·,1nan,11qful 
action and to :11quc th,it i11sicJhts frr;m 1ir,rmr,1wut1cs , :111 l•,q1!1•1nt,,1, ! ,, · 11 ·I,l1c·I to ti10 
human sciences ( 1083 197-221 J 

We can distinquish lmtween tlw a,:t1011s of nil aqPnt :mrl tlmsn of aI1 :,, t, ,r 1•1 t11,c' brrr.<:, 
case, actions have their origin In the self-understcJnd111~1 of the arIPI1t 111 '11•· , :,s,:c of an 
actor, however. actions lack an I11ner or anterior <lin1011sroll of se/f-1:11dr1rst.1111i1ncJ Tri 
plc1y out a rolr:. whethm in the theatr0 or in life. is to d1sr1rn1aqe the s•·'f fl, ,111 111 .-ul-.,ernrcnt 
in the activity that is produced by the actor Tt1e d1stinqu1shirnJ featurr· ,,t :1, t11i11 :1s a role 
that is enacted by an actor is the eclipse of the self In the tliro:it1,, '11' ;ir:tor must 
suspend the real self and substitute the self of the chc1racter th:1t ", I'' ,rtrci/"d By 
penetrating into tlw life of the staqc character. a crmv1Iir:111q rir rn'1 .-,I1r; I11-rf,Hnnnr:e i•: 
achieved. In rec1I life, social roles that \JOVPrn mur:h !lf nur ri:J•ly 1I1t"", 111s0 :n:, :ilso 
characterized tiy a suppression or suspRnsIoll of the self Sr1r.ic1i or r 1:it wil , •J:1 ,-P•1tirH1s 
are often enacted non-consciously. 111 thR SRnse of "c10111g tl1rouqh tll" rnntr-i:15' It is as 
if the self is suspcndcr1 in mc1ny activities that constitute cout,ne ar:t11 ,ns 111 th· cr,urse of 
social life. ACJ<lll1, hoth OrtP~Fl :md Gadamer capturP thi, hirldr;n or sil,-11I rl1111I·11s1on th:it 
informs our actiolls 

"Now, what ;icts in us througti acquired habit WP drJ not r1spr,c1ally 11·1\1-, ,-,n li:1.i, no 
pc1rticular, present consciousness of 1t. Just t1ecaus0 1t is h:ibit In ar1ri1trr1•1 t1J th0 11a11 ()f 
notions present c1nd cornpresent we must also rlistinquish ;irirJther 1',111 .,., h;1t exists for 
us now in a dPfirnt0, r1P11berat1; ;ir:t. ;ind what P,Yists for 11s h;ihitu;1llv 1s r •instantly 1ri 
existence for us. hut i11 this vrcilPrl. 1111:ipp,HPllt, ;111,J :is 1t wr,r,•. ,j, ,rI11:111t fnrm nf 
ha1Jituc1lity I ilfl p1.,se11t ,,xists fnr us Ill ar \11:1lity: tl10 comprr"'"l't ,11 h;ihit11c1l1ty 
(Ortega, 1957 firl) 

"I onq IJpforp \Vf' 1111rl11rst:1nrl '"Ii'·"'"'"· t11ri:11qli 11,,, pr•:• pr_;c; 1,f ,,,.If 
understand rH11SPIV(lS Ill a self- ,,\·rrlr·nt \'/;1y 111 thr· f;11111ly c;,,,y:t·, ;wr: 
live The focus r1f suhJPCt1vity ,s :i d1str,rt1llq I111rror T hr, sr>lf :1:1;l!P11, 
is only a flidn1111q Ill the r:lrJsnd r i1, 1111'; nf l1 i ·,trir 1r.:1I l1f,. 111. ,t re: :.-1,, t'" 

·-1 l'.'· ,., :.lw.h -,•,r, 
, ,f 'hr.- 111·Jr.1du;1: 

( '•'[IJ1l11 ,,....; 1Jf '111) 



1nd, •. ,I11,,: I ,r ,, , r,: ti: iii i,1 I·1ol,;i11,,1,t, ri11'it1lut13 IIH: h1storir:,1I r(,cil1ty of t11s ill:11H( 
(();111,1111,:~ 1·1/r1 .'.41iJ 

Tt1,; 11,fil1 ,·,'.·, t,,.,,,.""'" <1rt,·rI,, ·. 11 t,1,1l1ty ,111<1 lidtJ1tuc1l1ty. d111I Cd1rnlur's pr1:Iud1ce c111tl 
I11ilqr11,,r,t ,:,· 1il1,r111r1,1t,;ri 111 ',1l11.tl1,,r1s 111 wl111.i1 cultural or socia: r.onvuntums are made 
,,1.pl11 ,t. ,., 11, t:·,· ,.,is•: ,,f 1111: l•:'Jdl :,ysteII1, or any other overtly rule \JUvemecl activity. 111 
IIH:se :,1111, 1t1, tt,r, supprI:c:',I' ,11 ,,f tt,o sdf rs an mdrspensabte requirement. Judges 
and l;i•:;;111·, 11111:;t put ,1:,1,!1; thr.ir p•:rsrJ11<1I views and teelinqs and act within the 
t;uunrLmc:s ,I tl11; 1ul•:s pr,,s,.r,IJ<:rl tiy 1111, tiudy of the law and many courtroom dramas 
reflect :1 t•:I1 ,1IH1 lwtw,;r:11 ti11: rlr;qrn,1 of l.iw that must ultimately prevail and the cause of 
IustIc1; thit 11, tn,; process may tir, sacr1f1r:ed 111 the world of the court, aqency is strictly 
controlled :111d sl:·1erely hmitcd c111d the actions of all the participants are constrained 
,rnrl lf:CJul,,t· ,,1 l;y the roles r,,H:11 Is r:allr,d on to enact. What rs put aside is the self and 
·:1hcit ,s :,,f, .11 1,1:,·.,, 1'., .in d' t,,r ·:,lir, p,,rf,,r1ns ;i role, a player who plays a part To act 
111II,;1r:,,,111 , , 11,,1 1,, .u.t t11tl1•,ut ;i p:irt l.ut tr; play a part such that one's actions am 
rktc1r t;,,,1 fr,1111 tli,, self c11Ff ;ittc1, lwd tfl c1 surroqate self from which understandinq 
rkrr•es 
()LHSt:I·:···, 

ti,,,,,,, ',1tu;it1rJ1h :1,, ,. 111 tJ!,:,1,rvt: our actions because we du not express 

t:ly d1r,,,.t1111 J r1t11,,r,, to act 111 ;i p:1rt1r.ul,ir w:Iy, we direct them to act as we do In order to 
,,1pr,r1,,r1,,,, •.rJ111,,t111r1rI :11, "'i'•·I11:I1r:r, r;r 111 order to plar:e themselves where we aw 
plJr:0il :,t ,,, 1 :.,: , 111rli:r~t:J1 t' I f~, :li:rr IIHJ tr, l1l:rim:neut1c theory, Cada mer comments that 
"Unrlf,rst,111:1111,i '" IH1t tu tJ,, th,H,'.Jlit r,f sri IrnIr has an action of one's subjectivity, but as 
the plilr ln'J ,1f r;11•cself •t11t!1111 .i procr;•;s uf trarl1tion, in which pclst am! present are 
rnnsL111tl; f:1:.;,,,J" r 1'J75 2';8J S1111ilc11l·1. 111 understanding a text, "we clo not try tu 
rl:c,q,tIir,· 11,,, d11tl"1r'" c1tl1luilr, ,,t 1111nd t1IJI, tf 1111s 1s the term1noloqy we ,He to use, we 
try te; rv,c1;,tciIe tl:u IJtJrspuJ11t: s1tt1111 wl11ch he has formed his views" (1975:25\J). 
Unlike tll,, ,,tary, ar.trJr who d11,s trJCJ1c:c1lly Jt the encl of a play but does not experience 
cJf,c1th. 111 th,, tr1,,c1t11, of lit,", ,1t:tlfJ11s that :m, medicited by an otliur, a consciousness that 
rs al1u1 t,) \Iv, c1r:trn, prorluc,, ;i n,,w experience; an awareness of a new situation 
au;tJm1,c1111i:il l1y a r:ri11scirn1srH:ss ll1c1t qrasps the atJoutness of the s1tuc1tion through t!H) 
action,, ,,f :1lw:t1 ttw new s1t11dtI,,n Is tlw product As a form of explanation, mediation 
tr .. rnsti ,rrns I,ru ur1: ler1::Und1nq IJy 111:q,1t111r1 ttirou\jh action what is; the awarnness and 
cuns, 11;usI1(:s; tl1 it crn1st1tuks lilf: self of tl1l: rnedIatee. As the product of the work of 
r1ied1:.1t1 ,, 1 'c>r;, l,_,rst HirJ,mJ r :111 , llily lir; 1::r:lf-understandinq fhe transformation of 
uwl,_:r~t. ill 11: ,, J tn,il 1110: Ii:It,, ,11 , ,, lI1i: 11,,, is :1 transfor111at1on ()f r:onscI1iIIsI1•,ss tl1at Is 
rt:vec1k·I 111 th'N 11,11s "f _1, t1I1>J i111rl u,p1:rIenr:Inu tho world B,:r:,H1su f:xpern;I1ce Is 
l)pe11 111 n1•: s;1;1: ,•; tlut ,t ,-, , li,'1'il''fl11l(j, som,,th1nr1 that 1s done to us and not 
11ecus,,c1rii1 ,,,,rnt:ti1111q :11; dr,, u11derst,111d1n\j is always a kind uf putent1al 11ot­ 
u:1dursldr1rl1r1(j , ,r ac: OrkSJd 1;1J1JJll1e11ts "Ma11 uoes or1 lJe1ng and ·u111Je111r.i' - l1v111u I h, 
goes en a:,r;u11:11l<1t1ncJ tJra111si 1118 past, tie \jtJes on makinD for himself ;i be111r1 throuqh 
hrs c11:ilec.t1cal su1es of exper1rn,,nts ·1 l11s rs a dialectic not of lo(Jtcal tJut precisely of 
li1str,r,r ,11 u,.,s,)11" i 11J.l 1 J1'iJ 

10Llc11 ·'., u111J0r~ta11,l1n0 1s 11 ,ll\r)rru.v's lack. of understand1nv becausu what wu 
exper,,,Iir.1_: nr,.v ll"IJ mJt hr_; r,,I,l1r,;1terJ lJ11rlP.rstaml1ng is the volattlf) aspect of know111tJ 
N11ere,'" /~,:c1so11 r:ri11sliti1tHI iJy d,.t,fJns I1\;it can tie and are r,,pl11:dted, 1,,ncls stc11Jil1ty, 
1r1 :ti,, f, .r·n r,f I .,I rr,.I·J1111111J. tr, ~ IIr J,\lr ''J 
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The tr8nsft,rrnatirm of urn lPrst111rlinq thnt r11 r>d1:1t1"11 JI< ll iPv• "· 1•; :i tr :11l'Jr ir11nti<<11 "f 
consciousness tluit is wvP:1I,,,1 111 llf'W w:1ys "f ;i, t,11q :111,1 '''!"'"''"' ·rn t',,. :;"rid 
Mediation, in which actions serve to ri,qulate tho aw:irenr.c;,, :11,•I r·r,•1•• , ... ,s11<·'·•; nf tile 
SAi(. implies an otlwr as tho sou«:o of action 111 tl1e r ;1•;1? "! rl111'r t i11•,tr11, t1•,r1 tiv ;1 1·:1rP11t 
or teacher, 1t is r:lnar that v1s-;i-vis thr' child nr lnarn,.r. 111•·•l1:1!nn r ,,,1,ic;t,· r.,f ,,u,,_,,_ 
requlation, t11,1t is r11<1ul;itio11 hy an otlJ,,, who 1s :1lsr1 th,• S<illl•" fr, <111 ::t,,,111 ,1, tions 
dr:rive. ThP 0//1111, however. is nrit 111•1rPIV ;111 :1,:t,1r wh" pr,"l,r, , .. ; :1•.•1,,rh i11rt :1r1 :Fjf:rlt 
whose rlW{Hf~(lf~'.;~ (:()J)~Jists (lf thP fH+::.'~(•l)r:(l r·if th1• r)11~1J1,1!111,1 '.;;il11,1ti II t ;! ·.'.'h11<-;P 

consciousness lor::1!Ps tl1P situ:iti<HI w1tlii11 thr: 1,,,,1,·,,r, "f , tr 1•li!i,,r1 •1,.11, i·;h ,1,. ·•:m 
shadow of ahnutnPss over :me! :1rmmrl thP sit11:1t1011 r;,1,t.1rw·r,, .fl•!li'·r,1< tl·:1' :." m.is: 
always already have ,1 horizon 111 orr1r?r tri hP ;ihle In 11i;1cp <JIJ'sr1I., ·s :. ,ttw I s•:· :.:1t1·i11 
and that "If wr: place ourselves in ltw position of someone •?b:, f,i, ,._,,,irnplP. ther1 v,e 
shall understand him. ie become awaro of the otherness. ltw i11rliss1 ,l11hl1! of 
the other person, by placinq oursclvPs in his positir,n· ( JC17S;; i' 1 :)) U11t ::Int r'1•,di,1tirin 
must ach10ve lt1rou~1t1 oll1er-rr'qul;it1or1 is to plar;e tlir, rnPrli:1t"P witli111 ·1 '"t11;11I•J11 srwh 
that the actions of the nwdi;itce !11:1! arf, prrir111<:Pri hy n(/1nr rnr"ir:it, :, 1·.t t!i,, ,:irn,, 
shadow. drnwill\J the situation into the current of cor1sr:ic1usn,";', thrnuqi1 :. !i, 17 tr:icH,on 
flows, 

The of-ness and almut-ness th;il are rnm1ifest in aw,1r1e11P<;s :inrl r, ,nsr ,, ,u'irlPSS 
together constitute tlie historical dimension of beir~~l. what Ortr.ci:1 r -1IIs thp c:,r:rr 1I r•'alitv 
that is "my lifo" ;mcl whAt GarlamPr calls "effcctivr:-hrst,·rir:al.r,,nc.- 1,, 1•:·;, ss" 

'I listory is tlH: systr,rn;1tir; si:I1·11<:P ()f the r;idir:;il rr};ilrt/. 111; l1fr, II i. ti""· r ·, - 
of the presr,mt Ill !hf' lllOSt rl(J()f<)llS :rnrl :icltJJll Sf'IISP nf thP '.\/! ,rd 11·, ·I" 
distans. The 11asl is 11"t yondr'r. ;it th,, d;1!1c wlH•11 it h111p,-ri,,rl, 1,,1. I·,,,.., 11, ·, ,. 

is I - by which I 1m1;111 my l1fr, !Ort• :q:1. 1 <1,11 22'.'· 1 

:1· t· Ir1 
11]0 I ;JS' 

"li1storiu1I ,:or1sr:1riusflr1ss rrn1st IH"',lllP :1w:1r" tt,,11 ,•i tt,, .. q 1 .l" 11 : . :. " 
which it Ap1ir11:1d1cs il Wllrk ,,t ;1rt or a tr.irl1ti,111. th•:r" r•; :11•. -,,.1,,1r· ! -1lh,.:t 
11mpcogni1Prl c111rl llf111n1 rwt 11ll"w"rl frn. tlfr; fltlH,r r,lr-r1w·rit If ·" ir•· tr, ,1111 t,, 
understand n ilistoricz1I plwnornenor1 from tilP historrcnl d1st:1111" ttnt ,-.. 1 t:·;r:11 \nr,q,,_ r,f 
our hermeneutic situation. we arP c1lways suhJPCI lo tl1P p!fpr:ts nf "'f,-: •1. 0-11,•;t"r, It 
determines in advance both what seems to us worth i11quir111q a!".'1t ,;n:j :. li:1t wili 
Appear as an ohJect of invesliqAt1on. and wc more or IPss f1Jrq0t h:ilf ,,f :.•1;11 •s r,_,1:h 
there - in fact, w,, rrnss the whole truth of the phpr1nrnenon whr111 1·,rJ t'J~.r: its 1rnr11r;:Ji:1tn 
appem,117r,r, ilS tile wholr1 truth (r;arJ:irnr,r, 111;r, ?fi7 HJ 

Aw,1rp11ess r:; ,,ur :1111.hor to th•· pr.,sr:111 Toi,., .i,v:ir,1 Is 1,1 l,r· :1w:1rr- 11·,,\ 111 'ii:·; '"'11'".' 
now is not :1 p<ll!II 111 time hut JI rnr1111r•r1t nf ;1w;1rcr,n,,s tli:1t rnT, nr;·l 1:n :1•- I ,;lrr>t,,1, 
Across tirnP I rflrn tl1P p0rspPct1vr, rif thP sr•lf. :ill :1,:t1,,w, ;Jrr• r•,p•·r1r-1, 1• 1, ll I "nrriris 
a11dwhath:1p1«,r1•;1,,h,1ppe11111qr:,,, . ., ·111,,t11•fr,r1•;1r1I 1ft,,r1r, '"'' :,,,,1,.,,, 1,t,,•i-,,, 
con!Ained w1tl1111 th,1 IIOW r,f ilW>llPIIPSS wlw 17 fill•, ti)(• 'Jill' 1, .. 1,,,,,,.,,, I .1•,! 1r,,! ft1'llf" 
Consci<HJSnPc-;•; i(; l)lJr link with lli(;tnry ;1nd (l(H;f1r IV l 1) I Jf' r I )/1''.1 I 1' J<-, I'< L' (~1t11;1tn 

clW<H8nP.S<-; w,01111 ;) u1nh·xt th:tt i<) (l<)t tfllfll''<i1;1t,--.1,.i qi.iPrl ti11t ',r,,tr 11•" 'l' r, 'i'.I' hnrp 
i-HHt r)()W clnd hPyOtld tt1n filllfP PYIStPrV-'! <)f Slrl<jtJl;lf l\''f' 11[7' 1111' I ti,.' 1, :r11'·r Pl •• nf 
hun1r1n 1llfJd1;1t1<Hl l h,i ;1houtnr•s'; ( if P)''PPI lf'IWP j,, ( 'ir1•--;t!tl Jti ,rj t ·'1' tt,,. ' fr 

that genpr;1tr'\ I'\ P"fll'flr:ti [Jut ttH• c;,1urr~ nf ft1,,c;r~ ;11 !1r1r1·, ;11,<l t,1•1 

consciousrH:s--. rH Pxpr--.r1P[l(J~ 11f ;1tir1iJtrir"'--;') 1··; r•,t1·rr1:1I 111 tt:1• .• ~·f I 

;,.,rf,,rn', d 
)'1 I• f\f f)IJ' 
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suliJ'fl1 ;c, fd(J: , ,t lw,tr,rv 1t ii'/ tt1c1t t1:rrn wr, 111c,,111 not a sequence of events in time, tlw 
,Kt1011S p, 1!11111,,,,1 IJ/ ,l',t1,r:, 111 nu. pc1st, but tlw transtormaticn of being i11 which the 
act1rn1', ut utii,,rs :1r,, r:11f1,lrl1,rJ 111 r;r,r1sr:1r1usm,ss In this sense, history is the present that 
111ov,,s tl11,llrqll 11111" p11ll1rH/ tlw pdst c11HJ pusl1ir1q the future not as before and after but 
as th;, 11,,:1 ,,f lli:11]1/, ,,f c111 u11rlr:1:otc111d111q that eludes the order of time. Orte~Jil 
expr;;ssl:S th-- 1ii1:.1 CJ! lw;tory cl S prr,st:11u, as follows 
"Ihat past l"''"t not 1Ju;:111sr, 1t happened to others but because tt forms part of our 
prr;';r,nt r,t :;l11t w,, ;m: 111 tti1, form ()f h.ivinr] ll.:r,n, because, 111 short, rt is our past Lifu 
as ii rt.,c1lit'j r,, :111 ;il1solutr, pr1cs,,11r,u vn: cannot say that there is anything unless it be 
prest:11t ,Jt tr 111r;111ur1t If. thou therrJ 1s a post, it must be as something present, 
SCJ11Wth111rJ ,11,!IF; 11 I US now" ( 1CJ41 212) 

Tt1e tr,mpnr,il rl1111,,11s1011 of ar:tio11, tho far:t that it occurs in time, that it takes or occupies 
tim«. d11':s rv,t , ,,111cid(: w1tl1 history Wildt occurs 111 time does not necessarily occur in 
history Bd, ,r,, c111tl aft, ,r c1re rel:1tiunc1I t,,rms that apply to actions whereas past and 
future :w, r:11m,11,,1,111s r,f u111c,r:1ot1:,nc;,s, ways of undorstandinq now the aboutness of 
th;., t,d, ,r,a ,,r :r I ,,it, ,r , ,t l1:q11,•-,1111Hj'i r > 111',r:11H,srwss is the link between time ancl history 

History a:, 1t 1s l1ve;tl tt1rriuqh tratl1t11J11 intersects the presence of awareness lly 
sutJst1t11t1nq, tl1r, 1LFJl1 111r,d1,it1ci11, tlH: ;ir:tirrns of the other for those of the self. But the 
arJr,11t \lr:,t •:rr,ury,s wl1,:r1 IH:w 111Hl1;r:;t,ir1d111g is achieved and re-asserts its-self, 
tlir,iuql, :11.11,,11 :,17,l'.i,, "r1uri,1: 111:s 111 tl11; ottwrnoss of its consc1ousness, is an agent for 
wl1u1n i11st,,11 i,, 11ut u//1r:1 l,ut .c;d/ d11tl f,_,r wlium beill\J - whc1t Ortuga calls authentic 
/;uny 1, ,t ,, , 1,,tir1q 111 th,, 'N' ,rlr I !Jut partiupating 111 history. 

Hurr: tii;_;n, :111,11t111q ,,,1r :,turly, 111,s 111,111\ ilutt1entic 'being' - stretching the whole length 
1,f lw, IJdot t,Llf1 ,,, Nlut 11:i~ 11:ippr;rwrl tr; 171111, wt1cit tlP. has done. Other things r11i\Jlit 
lia,1-, ln1,p1:r11,d t,1 111111 1,r lidJ•, L,1;1;11 t.lu11,1 to 111111, but what did in fact happen to t111n, 
this cor1st1tuk:, ,l rdE;ntlr:ss trajl,,;tory 1Jf expenP-nces that he carries on his back as !111; 
'Jil'Jillj•lf-,J 111', l1lli1dl1: ,,t dil lir; pr1';:;ess1,s 11!J,11 216) 

Umlr,rstc111,J111u 11,,11 t'; ,11:111<:verl tl1muuil 11113d1ation can only be an understanding of a 
self .vhosr, r:c111:,,:11,11'.;rwss 1s consl1tutecl lly others. Consciousness is the continuity that 
trc111c,u,wl, t11,, t,11,t,; IH:IWJ , ,f 1urt,u1l,1r persons Almost 1n a literal sensr:. 
cnnsr:1,,u,,m,,s t', li,111cl,:cl ovr,r arid cl(Jw11 through the qenerations. This process of 
hancl1rnJ ch:m uf p11ll1rHJ h1:..;tr;ry across time, 1s what we call tradition ;rnrJ culturu is the 
sullst;in,,, tl1c11 1,, p,1ss,,tl c1lon<_J Thf, process of cultural transmission 1s accomplished 
throtHJil tl,r: r11•,rl111111 (Jf e1r.licJ11 ci11d it is thusis actions, that constitute trad1t1on and whose 
'.li'Ju11,e ,,, ,,,1,,111 ii to tl1r, ;,,,ten. that lluumH, enfolded in consciousness. The si[J111ftcance 
CJI V'J'Jutsf{s f1c;r1ucntl; quut1,rl :;tate111e11t that "The path from o!Jjer;t to child and from 
ct11ld l's ra!iJc:'.t ,,r1ss,,s tl'rrJu<Jh c111,Jtl1E:r person" (1978 30), is that what the child 
enc:c,unt,:r~ 1s nc,t 1Jr,ly :1 rrute11ril 11bj1ft Lut a cultural object that both embodies and 1s 
emliodred a trad1t1on wt1ose path f,,t,~nds not only beyond the child llut also 1Jeyo11d 
the othr,r pPrs.111 AJtt10uut1 ttH, rner,ha111srns that underlie tradition and culture can bu 
traced c111rJ 1d1-;:1td1,,rJ 111 th,, 1,r1j1:ess r,f rlircc:t other-rer1ulat1on or ovurt instrur:tirJ11, th<: 
we1rJl-rt tJf tr.Jr l1t1, ,r: ,rn, I tit•: , !, :1 ,,;1ty , 1f ,,ultur;, r11ly on rnori, cov(:rt tm111s of r11ed1at1or1 

fhe .Vd/ tt1111rJS :ir,, rlr,nr, rJr i1,,:s ilre l11r~,J w1th111 any trarJ1t1on ar1; determined not 011ly 
by cl1r1<t ,nstc1, ,t, ,11 Lt .t t, 1 tit": 1,1m1ulc1t1 '" ar:r;omplishrnents th;it r;rmstitute trad11irJ11 a11d 
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culture. These mo the works, tho products of human labour that tlic ,;uitural 
forms through which life is lived Art and science. crcJft ,111rl 711 sr;rve to 
mediate actions. to orchestrate the doings within and ,wrriss ,1,,rn:111"; ,,f 1r·ti·>'ity The 
availability and use of tools anr: symbols 111 the service of art ;rncJ sr·IPw ,-, 1 h:1111111,,r ,rnd 
sickle, bow and arrow) facilitate certain actions and i11hiil1t ntl1r>rs /JrtPrJ,7 :irqw·s that 
the world is not a "reality made up of things" but an "irnlll"ll','' pr;i•l'n:J!ir "' 1\1;1,:tir:c1I 
reality" consisting of "praqrnata" 

"They are only as Iacililies and diff1cult1es, adv,rntages ;md rJi•;;i,J .-;1111:iu,,·, :, 11,,•,•1)1 t:1e I 
that each one of us is can succeed in being. They are, then. 111 ,,ff0ct. instruments, 
utensils, chattels, means that servo me - their being is a beinq for rnv Pnds, ,1,;1\ir;itions 
needs; or else they prove to be obstacles, lacks, impedinH,nts. lirn,t:it,, 111s. 1\1,,at1'rns. 
stumbling-blocks, obstructions, reefs. quaqmires /1mf for rr::1'.rr.ir1s tl1:1t '.'I" Nill swi later 
being "things" sensu stricto is sornothinq that comes afterw,1rds so11ir·tl11r:q s0co11cl,1ry 
and in any case hiqhly questionable" (1957 62) 

The important point is that the products of l1u111:111 a.tion \';ilctlir•c r ,f ;1 S/111i;c,l1c or 
material nature, function as second order mediators Unlike the ra:1 rJhjects of nature. 
objects that are the products of labour, of actions directed nutw,irds ;it ;i11rl on the world. 
are the externa] or objective expressions of u11dersta11di11q. v\llwr,, r:lud ,; :ire allunrjzrnt. 
people loose the Iacitily to JUd\JC the time of day hy CJlilncinq at tiJ,, 1 ,,1sItrrm of the sun 
and in an increasinqly di~Jital world, children are unable to fathom the t1rn" tiy the 
position of hands on a clock face Only in a dead tradition arP its wr,rfs rJ1spl,1yr:d as thP 
ornaments of culture. In life, tradition flows throuqb its works which nrrler anrJ st,uctur'? 
not only our actions but also the awareness and consciousrv-ss til,it :.-e nx110ri1·nce as 
life 

'l hese two Cf)fllJ)Ofl811tS of PXJ)f?fl(;llCe a'NilrPflPSS ,rnr1 ('(lflsr:ir)USl)PS'; r'<lffPSpo11rl to th,, 
structure and design of ob)Ccts that are the products of m:t1un. works tint ;ire prwiuced 
hy work. All tools have the ch,-ir;ir:tPristic of emt1odyin~1 hrJth str11ctl11,~ 111,J design ;inri 
their function ;is seccrnd order rnPrliatms can tic illustr;1teri hv r"tur1111ir,1 t" lhr· ,,,·,irnplr_; 
of scissors. Wl1en a scissor works, it wveals its dr,siq11 i11 ih ;:tructu11_, - thP arlirulat11)r1 
of two blades throuqh a central pivrJt Tools are alJout the functio·, th,•1 :,0rfo1m and 
cutting is what scissors are about The structure of scrssors, ho\•1 th" pTts rc·latr: to the 
whole can be distinguished from its desi~Jn. that whrc:h thr; struct,irri (lr,c;,q111tes which rs 
the function of cutting 

To understand a scissnr is to unrierstc1nd its functirm and this is rrnI\ 1"1ssildP thrnuqh 
action. The purpose of a scissor, its desiqn, inheres in its functton,1I p•.,'"ntial, its action 
To the uninitiated, a pr!rson who has never encountered a p,1Ir uf scics1-1rs. its cuttrll\J 
function would remain opaque unless it was made to worlr, Notlw1q i11 ,1 s1:1ssur at rest. 
when its blildPs are closed with their sharp edqes set against Pilch oth, ·r suriqr,sts that 
it is a cutting instrument. No shcirp ed(JR rs perceptible to siCJht or tmH:11 In thP, ,11Jsence 
of a mediator, how does a scissor mediate or regulate ar:tlrH\1 Its stru, tur," constr;iins 
what can be drme to it ;ind with it Thr: actions that the structure of :i r;··,,,sc\r , nrnr'Pls us 
to perform arP those of qr;ispinq c1nd rele;isinCJ T hr: tl1urnb clflrl for,,f,r,, 1, ·' lr,'.;P r n 0;irJ1 
othm and tt10n npe11 in ,H:011t1n1JrllJS ;rnr! r~·pPt111vP, rw,t,,,11 111 1111s :.:i, t•ir• st,ur!ure of 
the scissor ~on.strains the ;1r:tions tllat r,;111 t),; pr·rf, H111r·d rn1 'li!d ,·,1!1, ,! ' ·,,, •1•1:1'1(, :1wi 
forefintier arr' r;nr:loserJ within thr, l1:11vilr·c; th;it ir1-_·,1, · ti,, •11 "l', ·1'11 ,, · •,,, 'ii , • •·11'"flt Is 



lim1tcrl tu rJIHe1I1IIr1 and cli1s1nq Wlw11 sot 111 motion its design is revealed. Twu sharp 
ed\JCS :ir,• e, pr i:,r:rl c111rl wlir,11 r:lor;nrl ilCJcll11st a suitable object, the function of cutting is 
re·1eillr;rl 

l//lic1t . h 1 1, , ,. ,, 1 trJ il<J:1 1 · ., .h:,f/rs 11wrl1c1t1:s through the actions it rcqulates 1s its 
dr:sic111 :11:1• 11 .1t,r,;1: <111 Is rt: ;1i,r,1itm,ss 111 its operation as a functional structure", its 
rlesiur1 1·, '" ;.,.,1, ,, I fl/ rr:r1ul, it11Iq a..tions tl1ruu\Jh the constramts imposed by its 
strnr;tur, ·, ti 1,: ,,.1°,•;r JI I11,;r l1;it1:,; 111 tl11: s,Hrn1 WdY as any other by intercepting the self or 
p11:-u11rl•:rst 11,,l111r1 r,f tlH: 1111:rl1,itr,e. llut i11 what wily can an inanunate object such as a 
•,r.Issur rr,,,,I1,,t,: r, 111•;r:ir,u:;11.,ss tlirriuqh the nr.trons It requlatos? In what sense can a 
sr.rs sor •;1;,l.1111 r,r 11;•;;-:;11 rH1ri;:rstc111cling? Tile answer lies 111 the design that 
cl1st111CJ111sli•:c, ,1 v.or}; frrHn a l,Hnp of matter and in terms of which 1t is able to function as 
a sernnil , ,r, l;:r 1m,rllc1tor, ow: step removed from the direct mediation or instruction ily 
another pl,rsr,n I he s11I11-s11I/J rJf the scissors, its functional structure or working, 
embodies It•, rl1:,>1rJn 1:3ut this dr::;1c1n, this desiqnation of cutting is a projection of tho 
cu11sciuw,1)1:s', r ,f tl1u rlr,si/pH:r wl1r ,sI) purpose is to make an object or instrument that 
cuts. aII i11,,trurn•:11t tli,il i-; c1l,r,ut r:utt1nq lur tins reason. works or objects that bear the 
unprrnt d ri,,:,1qn surve as ser:rH1d order mediators The designer's self is projected 
throuqh w.\1 JI, 1nt,J the work .vlir:rr, 1t inheres as desiqn in tile structure of the work. This 
structure, t,; rrJJrilc1t111u thr, ar.nons CJf tile scissor user, reveals its design 111 its working 
In tlw; :,a; r,,ns,.1rJusrH:ss 1:; 11H:rl1,1ted tlirouuh work and works. As in the case of direct 
other-rerJuldt1•111 111 mstructron, r:r,nsciousIIoss clues not leap from self to self but is 

· rn11st1tuted tlirriuqh the 11wd1;i\1011 of action What Gadarncr calls the "miracle of 
u11der:;tc111cJ111rJ, 'NlwJ1 Is 11rJt d 111y:,tur1uus communion of souls, but a sharing of common 
mea111mf I FJ rrj 2f10). has its miu111 in the rnocl1at1on of c1ction. Works that bear the 
imprint ,,f rl0,wJII fr111r.t1on ;is sI:r:r)l)rJ order mcdi;itors by explaining through the actions 
thr;y r•:1Ju:_,t,, tl1,, -,,,if ,,f tlrr, •l,::,1>Jr1l:I 1,l1use ;i,:tIu11s 111 produc111q a scissor reveals c1 

r:orisr;1-' .JU'.)! 1t:,1'1 ( )f , ;utt11 irJ 

The [J'sneriltr,,, 1,• IN1H uf secrH1li-c,rder mediation Is splendidly captured by Vikram Seth 
In his capt1vat1IFJ 11, J'/l;I An Lq11a/ Music in which we encounter the main character, who 
is tho ::,r:r:r,rirl ,,, 111111st 111 c1 ,,tr1nq q11;11tet, speaking his mind. 

I luve ,,.1,111,:Ht <Jf Iii,, ll.1yrl11 It i,, a r111cIrtet tlwt I can hem 111 any rrn,od and play In 
,lily rll',• ,,I 11,,, 11,,,1111• ,rHJ h,1pp111v,s CJf tlw alle(Jru: the lovely ada~JIO where my srnall 
fr[J11rcs di•: l1f.r: c1 r,uu11ter·lyr1c t" I)1,,r s s<mq: the crn1trast1nq minuet and trio, each d 
rT11I11-r,r;s111· ,,,, 1t:t <:d :h r;<J:1triv111r1 tr, :;rJ11nrl 11nf1111shcrl; and the moloclious, u11gr,-HHl1use, 
var1uus f,JrJuF: - ,-,,,;ryth111q rld11Jhts 1118 Uut the pc1rt I like best is where I do not pldy at 
c1II The trir, 1,:,tll/ Is a triu F0I,~rs, I ldt;11 dnd Billy slirle and stop away on their lowest 
str1rirJs. 11l1tl•s I r•:,t 111tr.:11sely, 11,t,,11tly My lonuni Is stlilerJ. My tJow l1(eS across my lap 
My 8yos c:lrJ,,r, I :iIn IF:r1': anrl nut here A wakmg nc1p'I A fliqht to the encl of the qalaxy 
and perlldi,s ,1 ,.riuI,le 'JI tilll1rJ11 l1'.Jl1t-yrsars IJc;yo11d'I A vacation. t1owever st1ort, frorn the 
1,mse11r;e :ii 111; Lu-present culleaq1Jes'> SotJrarly, deeply, the melody nrinds ;iway, and 
ll0/1 this llilllUd i,(;!JlllS ci1Jillll f3ut I slioulrl be playing this, I think dllXIOUSly. It IS tlw 
rrnnuet I slrur1lrJ liav,, r•,10111,,d tiH: others, I should bu playing ag,rn1 Ami, oddly e11ouuh. 
I can hf:ar myself play,n0 And yus, the fiddle is under my chin, unrJ the bow Is 111 my 
hand, c1ml I arrI (1CJCJ011i1-1111 

'Se:-: t.1' ..,, I 
1l 



In the above passnqc, awmcy is auanooncd not :1s ;rn c1rt •if wII, hut :1c, ,11 c1rt r' :1i!l1ncJ 
surrender and poiqnant suhr111ss1011 to :1 melodious n//10111<>•:s !h:it tr-Hl'-1 rh 11,0 si!ror:t 
player to the e11d of th,, qalc1xy ,rn:I rPtums turn 1ma.vc1r,, t11:1t t.,, ll•is tr ,f ,-11 1,,, c,leri,:e 
and in so doi11q finds himself rojoinco with the others in ti'r:1r collr-• 11,0 pl:1,- Our 
synchronous visions merqo. and we are one: with Par.h ott1Pr_ with ttir• ·:1nrlrJ, and with 
that lonq-dispersed bcinq whose force we rer:Pi,e thr()uqh th<' •:h:q r;f tw; riritatr,d 
vision and tho si11Dl8 swift-tlowuu: syllable of his 11c1111f'' (S,,tl\, 1•,r1q 11-! ~,) 

Even further removed from the tanqihle othorruqul.it.on r1f d1r•":t ,w.lr•1• ,, ,r, :·:_11 rir, l= ss 
potent in their effects, cire the institut.ons social str1l!tur,":_ e1r, •1lt,11 ,I f,,,,w; , ci1•q,1,1terJ 
by bundles of relations between people ,111d hr>twer:n fHinplr> :iwJ t11c1r 1,•oclur ts This 
third order mediation captures the wide anfJle of l11stJJry v.lir!r<, ,;,cirk ;lllri wurks are 
integrntei:J into the systems and super-systems of socir,ty II', ir1str111nr011ts uf merJidt1on, 
art and science. symbol and tool, am emhPrlrled in 11etwr11r': of rr>l;1t1rrns The innocuous 
tick-tock of time has an historical siqniticanco that trc111sry1irls tlw n1erl1:1tinq f,11v;tiori of 
the clock as an instrument of tirno It is surely rir1 mr>rc, r;;iprir,, th,1t tile, stanrhrd re:,arrl 
for a life-time of labour is the wrist w;itch 111 the su,,er-systr-rn tint \'," ,;;iii tilP 111urJ1=r11 
world, the gift of a time-pil:ce is th,, sy111bol1r: r0t11111 ()f that , l1•wf <cf !>e111g tl1at is 
surrendered when we enter the mndem 't/l1rld of vmrk, ;1 form rJf life, tt:,it is qriv,,rned hy 
the relentless swimJ of the pendulum History, tradit1011, ;i11rl rnltur,i ;ill shnw thr:ir face 
behind the dial of tho clock_ In art, srience, cornrnPrc:l:, 111rlustry, l:r::_ r>·J1ic;itio11, even 
recreation - all the institutio11s th;:it co11stitute rnir 1rn1clP111 w,irlil . ttw ,.1,1,, rP011l:1tes nur 
actions, in different vmys and fur rlifferP11t r,ncJs Tlw 1rnsu',f'"' t111q , t,ilrJ :.hu deliqt,ts in 
learning to !PII the time beromes r,nmeshed in ;i trc1dit1011 in wtwJ1 :1· '., "1° 'l''··!i 11,.-j !,, 
the clockworf.. ethic, puni:tuality_ dficie11cy, prudur t1\1ty 1,·,11:1'. ,:Istrr"; 1, 11,-s ,,,,. l''':·JPrri 
experience uf time, as mediated bv the c!uck throu~1l1 thP 111st1tut1c11s n• s· ,_ ·1·\·, r~ riut c1·1 
awareness of the p;:issing of thP rl;:i1 nr SPasons r,f thP ,,0;1r \ii;it ;:w c 11,,rr I h :111 I ,lit ,1 
consciousness of what the passaqe of time is about_ In tlJP ll1Dflr,rr ·:.· rl•I it ,,: c1br,·.1t 
productivity, efflciPm:y, and punr.tual1ty that are states of IJr>ini,J, p1!0-!Jf',1!r,11,t nJ,r''.IS th:1'. 
constitute thP self, foc:11 pnints of cons(iousriess 

l his third order of 111ed1atirrn ,,;rn t;r, 1dust1 ;1t,,rj !Jy P>'t0n·l111u ti:,, s- ·r , - , -,,,,; I•- ! i,,r, 
the ;:in;-ilysis <:hif1'; from thP rJr,siqn ,,r :i1Jn11t110ss ,if sr,issnrs tr, t!'n 1 • r,,'"•" s ,f t':·· 
cutting th;it the scissor qr,11Pr;1tr,s 1hr, wh;1t, wher', :111rf hn·N nf r:utt:,,,,1 ,,f,,1•·1<; t,,•vnr:,: 
the sc1ssnr ,llld its opr'rcitor In th1: produr.tion of zi t)'Hm,,nt, r·,,:tI1''i i0, ·1trr:ut ttir: 
rn;-inufc1r:ture 11f an item of doth1nq ;111d this 1tl:m is c1tin11t satisfy111c1 :1 ''""'! t ,r 1,r•,tf'• t11 11 
or adornml:nt B11t the tJarrnent may ;1lsn he ;1hout satisfyim1 srlfne ntt1P' ,11,, ,J f,,r whir'h 
the g;irmPnt is PithPr Pxd1;mq"rl ,,r Sfllrl f)f, fllllS" th" :malv•,,s ,·:Hi h, ,,,t,0nd1·d ,nt·, 
f~n1ilirH r;;1t1-?qnrif-lS SlJd1 i-lS rlll"'(~!I~ ;u,,j fPl;~firHl~ nf prn,Jur:tir,:r. ( !;le'-;, r--1) it:-ll. rr;H~.f-lf..:::., 
enterpris•J, irntr;1t1v", ,rnrf sn •JI1 1\c, ·:,,, 11\ll,1! t1w,ur1il thr·sp ,lf,.;1,-;, .. , ,,.,rn ti,,. 
aboutness of ,;,:isscll',, to thr~ at111,it11,,sc; ,,f r:1Jtt111q, tr; th" ;i!;r,1:t11<>'' ,,1 q;J1rnnrits_ 
through to thP ;1!1r1utnr><;c; of rn1rn111Jr!1t1PS il'ld nf thr: 1;,;rJ11nmv, r:rH'''' 1';r10ss s1>r1':1rJs 
out and 1s cr,r1t;i1nr>rJ ;it its t11111t i11 tti,, r;,\!11 r>pt 1Jf srJ!_:r;ty l t1r, ',tr,1, t, :r" , ,f ,•-r'i<·tv :, 
rnflected 111 its sor:i,1I systems r,r inst1tut1()ns ,rnr! its d•!siqn f111,J, P·I"''"'''''' :•1 the· 
functional st11rct11rr's wr! ,:;ill cultur" 



T11t: r,:1_)l1ic1t:.,, , ,I· l1 :1 "I ',"' 1, :I/ , :, ,, :·, 1111t i111\1ly :i Durkheirnian collective consr:Iousness 
or sLq,r;rrwI11I1•,rn 111y I11m,; th.rn th,; rcqulativo power of _scissor implies a cutting 
cow:, 11;: Is11, •,, I1111nc1rw11t 111 tllf-: •;c:ssrns lnqnlrl d1st1nqllishes "three senses of the 
s:ll.1,:I th.. 1;it,,rc1ctI,,-: tl1•· r,:q1:l,d1v,-e. ,11HI the constitutive" He rejects both the 
Sp,;n, ,,r111, ·.,,_q,;,rorc1<1111·,111· :rn•I llir: liurkh.nnuan "supemr(Janism" versions of the 
rc~Juldt:.,,, :,, ,111,r: , ,t su, 1,il1ty ( 1 \JUii :>2:>-24·1) The institutions or social systems that 
to[Jetl11,r cr,111,lit11tr; sr,r:1.:t; re,rp1l;Jtr: action 111 tl1e same way as any other mediator by 
i11kr1:•:pt1r1q tli,, sd/ of tiJ,_, rm;d1,1lt-:t, <111•1 thereby reducing an agent to an actor Orteqa 
us•:S tlir; t•:111:·, 11111!11111111 rn:J11 · :mil 1rnp0rsonal man to convey the loss or absence of 
aqr,nr:; tint pr"d111;1:s wh.rt /i,, •::ill:: th.s c;tranqe contraclictory entity" 

i J1,w. ti ,r; 11 ,1 i:,1·, the r,11:,t, If Tl dry 1:, ,,1J1rn~tl1inq that we do because It 'is done' But who 
clor:', :.11-1t "r1.,r,,;·1 'NI,-,,. ,,,,,,pt,, 1/,,ry w,,11 - but who is 'poople? Why everyborly and, 
;1t tlH; '-;.,r11,, t:I111;_ 110 'Jll•, 111 Iurt11,1ildr So lwrr, dlJillll we find no author of the usaqe, 
wl1u w:lk:rl 1t :,r1rl 1.', ruspu111,1IJlc f, ,1 till, ruality that clovolves to it as usage. Our corninq 
w1rl 'J' I1111J 111 th.. :,tref-,h :111d c,II1 ilrr,ss11irJ h<1ve this most stranqe condition: that we 
prsrfr,rm 1t rJ1,rs,:l·11,s. arirl IH;rwr, 1t rs ;1 human act, but at the same time rt is nut ours, we 
arr_, nr,t .ts .« t11,, sul1J1;r;h ;in,J prr,tc11J1J111sb, 011 the contrary it is decided, resolved on, 
awl actually ii<J111; 111 us h/ rJulir1rly - the 11111Jody who Is Indeterminate - and hence it rs 
,Ill llllliJ:IHII i' I i 111';7 11:/ ·11 

But nun 1f Ii,-, 11, truly I11,H,, Is p1::rsonal: 1110 human phenomenon - we said earlier - is 
always a pusr,nal phenorn1;11on. Uut hue we have an impersonal man-, 'one', on, se - 
wl10 does Nh,Jt is done· [se l1acu] ancl says whcit 'is said' [se dice] - hence an inhuman 
man Anrl th,-, rn, 1111ento1Is th1r1q, wlir,n we ourselves do what 'is done· and say what 'is 
S,llrl 1:, ti1,,t ti1r,r1 thr; s,,, 1111', 111h1i1n;ir1 rn;in_ this strancie contraclrctory entity, is, within 
us. ,·11: :,1,, 11,; 11·;•,; Pn ,11 

Wl1at :,11,.1,,f/ r,,,p1l,1tre, ;11,, tl11, r1,l1:s. ,ir tu use £3haskar's term, "pos1t1011ed-practices" 
I l'J/'i ';,;/. ti1,1t, 'Jlist1t1Jt;; :,,,r,1dl :,ystr,rns In the case of the legal system, the roles of 
JUd(J'-' pr()s,;c:11t,,r ilrlvr,,.;it-,, Juror, dr;f;;nclant, etc, are regulated by a canon that is tlw 
prorJ,_i' t rJf ti,,· , ,,11,,,_:ti11; .11111 ,.1J11Hil.1t11,; w,,rk uf law rni.lkers whose consciousness 
11,hu<, ii, tr,,, 1,-, 1,- r,f t11,; l-1.v tl1>:1r 1.11,,,,ir 11,is prorlw:ed These systems are structures 
cld,r1ul l,; s,-t,, ,,f rr-,t,1111111';i11ps t11;it 1ibt,J111 tidwrien rol1-is Wlwn we enter a social 
system //,: tJer:, 11ne; part 1 ,f its str1JC:t111c i1,,1 ;111se P.ntry is only possible by the enactment 
of a mlr- '3e,11,1l1' ,t:c,n rs t,:rrn wr· 11sr; to rnver the entry into society by the adoption of 
ml,:-;, 11: t!v: ,; ,, ,.,1 ·,trt,' tur,,s 'Jr 1r1'.,t1t,Jt,rrns tl1at constitute sor:1ety OIJIcctin(J that the 
cor1•.,,I,t ":,01:1;il11 .. t1,,r1" 1111plill', "tl11, 1r1c-,1:r1pt1011 uf c1 Durklieirrnan requlcitive order on the 
ra:1 nut•;r,.d' ,,f h11m 1111ty 1111111:iturr_, 111rliv1duals", lnnold arques tlwt the term 
"soc1al1nt1or1" ~l:1J1Jld t1,, "drc11,p1,d alt11rJett1c,r" and replaced by "enculturcitron" trJ convey 
"what ;i 1:111qu,, 1nrfi11rlu-1I ;i, rp.rr1;s frr,m r;tlv,r unique 1ndiv1duals of the sarrw pop11lat1on 
111 rnns1-,quuIr:,, , ,i ttie1r II1t.;r ;i, :t1u11" ( 1 'Jflfi.2G2-3) In thf) same way that opening a bank 
aI,rn11I ,t r,)rII11r,_,0, that :N,, l;;drn tlir: rul,,s of hanking, entry into any social sys tun 1 
requ:rr,s leJrr111111 ()f 1111: r~1l,;s tlldt serve to co-ordinate the rules tilat constitute tile 
systen, Tr.e 1ul,;c, c11c pre~crrfJt1uns f,Jr the actions that must be purforrned or tiH) role::-, 
that mu,;t b,, ,;n;i,,te•I f,,r tilt: syskrn tri work and also 111clucle the work1nqs of otiiech 
/e g r l1equei,rJ ,f •,1e,rl1t , c1rrl I c1nrl tl1e ar,truns they regulate l Ile way society works is 
refle1.t-.,J 1r1 ti1<_, rrIc;ssc1IJ1, ufkr1 riJSfJldyWl 111 tlutcher stcm,s Banks clnn't sell s,ws,H1e:; 
an ! ·,:-, cJ,)r i'! , , .r, ,_,1Ic:1111,,, l ti." bi111f tr:llm's enquiry, "flow am you'I" carries a very 



diffmc11t ll1P,HH11CJ [rorn that of n,,, rir11 trir ,lflri ttv, 'Hl' -:., ,, :,, 'I , , 
determined by the role we are 011act111g w1tl1111 ,1 syst,"111 r,f I", 
discursive scripts 

!'."]' 11 jc.; 

r q 1\1 ··''. r u!r:s ()r 

011ce we ontcr a system (op,,11 ;1 ila11k account. \;1~e up (•1111>1•1'/111,-1-1 , •111rnt :; ,:c,mr,_ 
etc.), or me entered into a system (school, rel1g1011, military) hy ,:,1111,, -1,_itI:n::I) i1•:1re11ts, 
state, etc.), our actions are constraineo in a manner th;it i11 p11w.111I,, 1', '"' , !,ffr,,c,nt to 
the constraints imposed when thurnt: ;rnd frm•f111c1<'i Pfltc•r 11,r, c;r IS',•il it ,,,,11,,,, Ir, 111,, 
same wc1y that thP structure of a sr:Issm hoth l1111its ;rn•I f;1,_-il1L1f,,s 111•· 1, t·- tint ,::111 
be performed with ;1 scissor, srwic1I structures tlirouqt1 \hP1' r 'l'hf1'- 111 -'', ,, ,',~s ,,n,1 
relations botwcon roles. fc1cilit;1tP cort.un a,-tions whilr: 111hihi11nq ,11" ·r·, I'" 1' in tho 
process, 111 tt1e onactment of s0r iii I rolr'S. \i,,, :ii ,r1u\•11 ·ss of ''"'-·,ii ,,,, , ! 11, 1•; :, ·, PiJlprj 
in their working and, 111 this sense, the d,1sig11 of social furir:t1,Hi:1I str1ic '.,1,,-'.; is ,,,fi,,r;terl 
in their workinq The reason we do nut respond tn the hank tell,_,r i11 tt ,, q111P :,:i,· as 
the doctor is because tho forrner dispenses rnonoy and th,, l;1tter 111.,r!1· 11:•· n,111ks ilf"' 
about money, medicine is about illness T n thr1 u111111\i;1\Prl_ ti,,, ;1!·, ,, :tri- -s, rrf 1 s,v.1:il 
system, its design, is revealed throuqh pc1rtic:q1;itior1 111 its str Ir \11 ,,. lt 1\ t:1,,- ';\rwiurr; 
must be unc1Prstood as a fu11r\1onc1I str1wturP v,h;it Ort,,q,1 :;:111,; :1 1,y, tint 0vists 
only in its wor kinq 

"It follows that, from the time we see the light, we live sutJrnr'r~ir'·i 111 ,1,, r:r;e,:1I1 of 
usages, that they are the first and strnncwst re;ilitv that 1'1" P1FJ1unt,,, '.r "', :irr0• sensu 
str,cto, our e1wiro11rne11t or soc1c1I world, t11ey are the sfJcrr·\v 111 ·:.11:• i1 :," I:,•, It Is 
through this social world of us;iqps that WP ser, the world of I11,,r: ,111 I !i·11'c1s_ cee the, 
universe" (1cI57 191) 

Long befor8 the digital virtual world of cornputlmJ. lilnpuaqr" h;1s ,,,, :1s :ic,tr,iy t;r 
conflating the virtual with the actucil. The cutting obJect that we keep in il dr:iwer ;ind call 
a scissor only becomes a scissor when 11 cuts ilnd it is in thP cutt1r1q th:1t 1t rr . P;ils its 
cJboutness Children c1re a constm1t source of iln1L1s0me11t :rnr1 snmeti:nr,s 
embilrrassment precisely bcc;iuse they either cunft1sP or are nlllJ,,1,111s, f ti'," ;1!,,,ut11e0s 

_ of socicJI situatiDllS, that is of the wurki11qs of social strm:tur1?s. A )'' 1111111 , I 1:lrl I11:iy well 
launch into cl detailed rnedirnl history in respDnse tr,1 llw "H"w ,ir,. ,r ·1 '' r,f cl friendly 
hilnk tellw r~nt only rhildrc11 hut all 1111tic1tes 111to srw1c1I str,wturr.c; st11r11l,I<> ,,,.,,r the 
desiqn :is th"Y wm~ tl11r1uqh ;rnrl ,l'P ·:,r·rkr>d thrflt1ql1 thr· s,st,,111 

The situ;1tior:s Vit~ r~;·,qv}ri0.n::1·: ;.1(; p1rt <if r:1 ':,·r)r~·.mu ~111,;:11 ~---·., ~tr::" '':1. 1~ th11 S'lfl'( 
qucJlities nf ;1war,,11ess and rrH1c;r·In11snPss thc1t c0nstitut,_, ,ill ,,.-pn' •·"' ,. ,'!•· ! "':Um" 
aware nf \11r> sy';!Prn_ its r:0111pr111r>11t 11;111<; ;rnrl th,.ir 1nlPrrelah ,,s_ :w·: ii; ,•is ·1s c1f 
what thP sy,1tr1111 rlrHJS 111 its -:mri-'111q :rnrl 11ur p:1'\ In 1hr, ,Jrnr''I 1,, t,-::11·, ,I \ii,-, s• Icsr'r 
0111 part 111 its rJ,1i11q I', tl1r1 u1tt111q I 11 IH' < »II',< iflll', 111 :1 ,;,-j, <;• ,re; :, t j,,rs\ 11''1 th;1t 1! 
IS ;1hout r 11tt111q hut 1t IS ;ilr;rJ \r, 1111rlr•rst;111rl \11;it i:utt111q IS ()Ill /•CH\ II 11.'- •:, >'IHI S111•1i:irl1 
in the CilS'i of soci;il structurPs, to lir) r r1nsu1Jus of ;1 rolr1 is to 111,,J,,1,:t:111rl that its 
Pnar:trmrnt is fltlf p;ut i11 itc; rlo1nq This rlrlw; rn,t I11f!:Hl th;1t l'I'' r ,111 ,,,_, ,., '' 1111:, "'i1l;i1n 
how or wh;1t WP do It !llf',HIS th,1\ 'N" Pyperir·nr:ii "111snlv"' i11 :1 11:,,1,, 11I 11 '.', l\' ,,r ll"llt' 

accuratPly, th;it tti,, exp<!1IPrirr1r: "f ti"' ,,,.// ;ir,, "f r, i ;1,t1' ,11 11 l 11 •I f'. It th,-,,,,, 
experie11cr,s rJf tti,, snll r:rrnstiute tt1,, IJrc111q rif 1111, so// I" ',:i\ tti:it I 1J' ·I, ,t:1•i,j rnvsPlf 
;JS ii fattwr lnr fJXIWIIPIHJ' 111ysPlf ;1<; '1 f:i\l1r ·I I ,,, t,' <, , , ti ,,1\ "' I l f 1'.t ,, ,, :1w1 
Cf)IIVIJrs,!ly_ t•, l:•J ;i f;1tli0r, tr1 f.!IIWI til', r1d•: ,,f f:1\11r-r !' t·, 11r1rJ,.r-,t:ir ,: :1- ,t .J111 .1 L1lii<>r 

,'' 



ll1e '.,urr,,11,1,,1 rJI tl1,, :;,_,Jf tl1:1t 1,, r,11ta1l1,d by the o//1or-reguliltion of actions that ar<, 
presu,r;· I i,y ,,,,_1dl rol,,:,, r1,,.,:, 11,,t rioos mean that socialization is like castinq actors 
for ci i,:u '//,, e:11ter sr,1:1c1I sy',le111s as actors but participate fully as aqcnts Tho 
surrenrir,r r,f ii<Ji:ncy that 1s u1t.11l•:rl liy all mrxhation as the interception of the self by the 
ottict. h ,,ril/ 111,, '.,lc1rt r,I c1 p1u,,tJ:<, th,,t ll:ilris ttuouqh understanduu] to the recovery of 
il(Jl:11',y Ll1it 111 tl11s 1,rou 111,, d()(:1111s trnnslormed 111 the course of social life, as new 
rrJI,,:; cir•, r:,, r,1d111:1kd :1r1d r,lrl onus ;;l;11lorated and mfrned, the horizons uf 
(JIIIS''.ICJll',ll• ,,,p,HHI 11,,, ,1q,,11t wl11J p;11t1(:lpC1tRS Ill SOCIRty pruJects through actron a 
crrnscir,,1 ,1,,,:,-, tii:,t 1s 1rnilt1rl1rw,11,;i1111;,I rdlu1,t111q a sulf whose modo of tiei11u is 1101 
fril(Jfllrsr1t,,,1 i1r,, t11,, ro1,,,, ,,I di, , 1r,lr ,r sr:;Jttr,rerl ;11,out a scr apbor.k nut 1:; consolidatr«: 
:1nrl H1t1--:;jf":i!•:1J 1--.; 1n1d1:rst:·ir11J1111; 

If s•,r:1"1; ,,, 111Hl·:1,,lt1url ;i:, ,1 lt1111,t11,11;il ,,u1H:1 suu..turu, ll1e wu1k111u of llw work111y:, of 
:;y,,t,,111', 1 'lli',iil,11t:,I lry c1q,,11t,, tt,,,r1 1h rlu:;1q11 is wh;1t we mean lly the terrn cultin». In 
r)1lc,1)'1'•, ::,,r,I, "f,--, Y'Jll s,,,,. 11', u1•:s ;,rr, i11turc.•llHH:cted and n,st one upon another. 
fr_,r111111<J ,, 1111111,t1,, ;,r1 l11t,,1,\l11,, 1111', q1,J,111t1c ,irct11t1acture of usaues 1s, prec1sRly, 
SO'ol•sty' ( I .J',I // 1 I /1, II :ill, 11 j',IS 17-7'.:> ;itt11mptul to show, the clesiqn of a fUllCIIOTliil 
stru1,t1m, 111-,,t1-1t1:c, r:r111sr:11;11:,111,:;s tlirouqh ;iction Culture is the interface between 
du111u dr1rl k1ppCJ111119, ii rt::,,,rvr,11 rJf co11sc1ous11ess extemalized in the material and 
syrnl,1111<, 111,rh th it toqdhd ,_,11,st1tutl, a tradition throuyh which life is lived_ The world 
we e1.per1c,1,1." tl11, wurb w1, 1;11r,r1ur1t1,1, onvelup us i11 a current of alloutness, a way of 
l1•1in•J r111r 11,,,:,. ,,t underst:rnrl111,1, of boin<J ,rnrl hecomi11g_ rhat elusive e11t1ty, often 
c;illt:'1 Ill', i1u111,J11 s1,111/, 11,,11 11n1l:s tl11011qh histury c1nd spre,tds t111ouyh society, that 
r,u11st1t,,t,--, 11,,, IJ':,rl'J ,,I ,,,1,,11 111111': lit,, t111t 1, not •:011f1necl to the f1nrtude of rliscrete 
hein<JS i11111•J I' Htir,1Jiar 11•:r:'., :111il ll1at yr(Juncls ;rncl u111f1os the concepts of culture and 
tud1t11,11_ 1s ;i ,:,,w,r,1ou:~n1,c,s 11h,Jot, furm 1s llw des1g11 of beirHJ and whose substance rs 
u11clersld11•l11".J /,:, tl1R ui1111111,1trrJ11 uf trarJrtiun at a (Jivon time in history cJnd place 111 
society ,,ult111,, tlw ,;uiJJ• ,r:t ur aqc11t r;f rnl:cltation, that which mediates through tlw 
acwnc:y ,t i,•:• ,pl" ,rnd tlw1r p1.,r111(,tc; 11r life furrns 1 ho obJect of mediation 1s bemy, 
,111,_krs•,,,) ! -_,,, ,1 prr,r,e;'o'o r ,f IJ, ,1111wJ c,f 1,,arn111u and unleami119, where the proces,; 
u1tc11is liF, 11, ,n ;111, t , ,;, ,11:r,rn111q ()f tile self by tlw transformatiurt of consc1ous11ess 
ttrroucJh c11W,:1 I l11s r,,1,,11tlr,'.:>s pr•,u:ss ,Jf rt:co11struct1O11 of tho s8/f tt1at culminates 111 
u11dorsL1;:,1111q 1s rnarlr.: 1)1,sA,I,,; !Jy the :iuri, of rnerlic1tion_ 
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