
EDITORIAL 

Although tilP- four articles In this edition of PINS are quite diverse, there is an 
interlinking thread which runs through them, and it is the idea of identity. While Ronnie 
Millers complex and fascinating theoretical account of understanding least easily fits 
the mould of identity, his account of the aqentrc elements involved 111 understanding, 
non-undersrandmq and not-understanomq. certainly bear on the question of what it 
means to be a person Ouotrng Gadamer who writes that 'understandinq Is possible 
only 1f one forgets oneself, Miller engages us in a discursus of who (agent, self, other, 
eqo) does the understanding, and what sort of psycholoqical mteraction would 
understanding entail. Millers article (the second part of which will appear in PINS 29) 
re-inviqorates the psyclio/ogica/ and lwrnan (person) dimensions of coqnitive 
psychology. wh1r:h often seems too ready to escape into a form of abstract 
mdrvrdua+srn Hrllr;r not on!y avoids the theoretrcisrn of much cognitive psychology, and 
cognitive science for that matter. but instead thinks through the mothodoloqical 
implications of understandinq when he says 'Method is the externalisation or 
objectification of consciousness and the reason why we cannot deal in neutral facts or 
theory free data Is because to do so is to eliminate consciousness" 

Moving onto a different reqister. namely psychoanalysis and the unconscious, Grahame 
Hayes wants t·i make a case tor the potential usefulness of psychoanalytic theory and 
concepts I~ expla1n,ng socrai life The first part of the article presents a general 
argument 111 Iavour of readinq psychoanalytic ideas in a more socially enqaqed way. In 
the second part Hayes tries to demonstrate how the psychoanalytic understandinq of 
identity format:on might elucidate issues of 11olence In our society, anrl within this 
context the particular appeal that ethnic ;cind rar.ia: 1rJent1t1es seem to have 

Kerry Mclur:V,e s article r,n tr,rnsc;eYUal1sm r,xpl1r;1tly chatlonqes the hrilrl th.it binary 
notions of :1ender have over /sexual) 1rJe11t1ty These binary oppositions abound in the 
theoretical r.oncepnons of gender and sexuality male / female: gay I strarqht. sex / 
gender: rrnnd body. pleasure unpleasure. In discussing the sex re-assignment 
process \1cluckre Is able to show the contradicuons inherent 111 tryrng to frx 1dent1ty 111 
narrow binary posrtrorunqs ·. as opposed to acknowledging the permanent openness of 
subjectivrty. Her article presents a critique of modernist views of gender by enciaginu 
postmodern anrl social constructionist accounts r1f identity and subjectivity 

The f1na, arw:::e In th,s ed1t1on of PINS rs Lynn Dunstan s personal ar.count of lwr 
c:'.lu11sel!111g .nternsmp. and the range of mteresnnq issues this experience raised for her 
111 terms of her cevelopinq professional identity As with Mcluckie. Dunstan uses thr, 
ideas of sry;1c1I construcuonsrn to think thruuqh the posruonir-q and re-posItIu11IncJ of 
ner 1dent:ty Dun:;cc1n ciot--:s th.it sh, lr,;mHerl t0J IF, cornfo tablo assurrunq a posturo of 



not knowing and not unrforstarir1ing BecominrJ c1 1w11r,i;s,r,r;ii 1, r,L,11s,,l',r'u 1 

psychologist introduces the person into the realm of eroer; ;rnrJ 1:ypl'/11,1 ·1r11: .01 1t ,s 
precisely this transition to mow J being oualitiec 'Nfi1ch 1f propPrl, nr,r:11111',,d ,w: r:11,,s 
that the learning is only just heg1nn1ng 

PINS 28 closes with a brief response by t.en Bloom to K.<?vin llurrh,,,ms rr: 11e1. ot !11s 
book Identity and ethnic relations in Africa that apriearP,1 1ri PINS 27 , h-rP 

too the issues of identity are ev1dPnt 

PINS will be devoting a special issue to the problems of rac1sn, 111 ;:ir_,1)3 T,7,c s;Jei: a1 
edition will be edited by Kevin Durrheirn A full-page advert and call for ,'aOC"S .'.iii 
appear in the next PINS (PINS 29. 20021 It 1s hoped that con:,1tx,t0rs sh'1ulr: , .hrn.: 
articles on issues of racism hv 30 June 2003. and that the 1ntenr1er1 rJ;1tP ,,t ;,ut)ira1,-.r, 
of the special issue on racism would be November I December ;,ocn 

Grahame /-/a\ es 


