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In a work of mcisive mvesucauve Journalism Jacques Pauw has explored the 
underworld of Apartheids assassins and their reign of murder torture and mayhem His 
mterpretative exploration manages to engage and draw out the shadowy central figures 
through in-depth mterviews transcripts of their own confessions and arcru ,al 
corroborative research from a wide range of sources The book Is structurea into 2 '. 
chapters each focusing on a particular assassin (e g Dirk Coetzee Almond Nofernera 
Ferdt Barnard. Andries Brood et al ) and includes extensive notes and index with a 
useful 11st of the m1nd-boggl1ng acronyms that serve to mystify and alienate these 
accounts (e g the CCB. C1 DCC SB SAP etc i A must-read for all South Ahcans for 
its readability thorough research and rns.qht the text Is also suitable for use at 
uruversuy level In contemporary South African History Sociology and Cr.rrunolopy The 
focus on the apparently socropatruc personal.ties of some of the mterviewees makes It 
mterestmq to clinical / forensic applications of psychology where deviant behav o,.· 
patterns are mvestiqateo 

The disclosure that Apartheid death squads operated In South Africa was made In '. 980 
when hours before he was due to be hanged for the murder of a Brits !armer torme: 
Secur 1ty Branch policeman Almond Nofemela revealed that police and the so called 
askans - former African National Congress (ANC I or Pan-African Congress I PAC 1 
members now working for the South African Police (SAP) - had been involved In 
pol1t1cal assassmauons since 1981 At the sarne time Nofemela confessed to takir ,i 
part In the murder of ANC actrvrst Griffiths Mxenge For this Nofemela claimed tllat ne 
and two other askans had received a special cash bonus for a JOb well done (p175, 
Hie dramatic death-row confession led to a reprieve of the hancman s noose for 
Noternela despite persistent deruats by the Apartheio regI111e of the existence of death 
squads A month later former Vlakplaas cornrnander Capra r' Dirk Coetzee 
cot r obor ateo Notomela s s.-.,urrI at1,dav1I Tt11s c;urrr,ti(,rat,c-, :e11t·c,I ''-' tt,l· 



establishment of the Harms Commrssron rn 1990. was a critical Juncture rn Pauw s and. 
fellow journahst Max du Preez s ongorng rnvestigatron into the existence of death 
squads Thus. the book documents the frustrating process and the 'bitter fruits" of 
years of investrgatrve research 

Pauw deals wrth former SAP Colonel Eugene De Kock in Chapter 2 and offers the 
reader comprehensive coverage of hrs trral on 121 cnrn inal charges rn 1996 The 
chapter produces a very different engagement with 'Prime Evil (De Kock s nickname m 
the SAP) than the account offered by De Kock himself In A long night's damage (De 
Kock & Gordin 1998) Freed from the farrly descriptive responsrbrlity of ·gIvIng a voice· 
to De Kock, Pauw corroborates and extends hrs confessions with other sources - often 
equally shadowy characters. somewhat farcically named 'Balletjies" (Balls) Durwel 
(Devrl) Slang (Snake) 'Staal' (Steel) and Snor (Moustache) - and remains 
committed to exploring contradrctions. gaps and silences Understanding De Kock as a 
political serral killer" Pauw felt that for a long trme to come. Eugene De Kock will be a 
symbol of Apartheids most evil face that of murdering and torturing of opponents of rts 
racral policies' (p29) For Pauw, De Kock s crrmrnal trral represented 'the unravelling of 
the web of debauchery commrtted by a blood-soaked band of brothers at the SAP 
counter-insurgency urut based at a farm called Vlakplaas [near Pretoria] It was a world 
rn whrch murder was commonplace. where mercy and compassion counted for little 
(p29) 

The lrtany of State-sponsored and rnhuman acts that emanated from Vlakplaas have 
been documented via rnter alia. the operations of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commrssron (TRCJ However. Pauw produces clear evidence that then SAP National 
Cornrrussroner General Johan Coetzee and Minister of Polrce rn the Apartheid 
government Lours le Grange. were among other top brass of the SAP and South 
Afrrcan Defence Force (SADF) regular vis.tors and frequent guests at the infamous 
parties at Vlakplaas These partres were chrefly noted for the vast amounts of alcohol 
consumed Ihis evidence lends credence to De Kock s persistent claims that the 
hrghest echelons of the Apartheid regrme 'knew about' (vrz explrcrtly ordered and 
sanctioned) Vlakplaas s atrocrtres 

Pauw s rnvestrgatrve abrlrty tenacity and courage rn penetrating the verl of secrecy 
surrounding the death squad operatives and the Third Force' allegedly a special unrt 
committed to acts of destabihsation and terror - singles hrs wrrtrng out as extraordrnary 
rn many respects Hrs book has rnestrmable value for anyone seekrng to frnd out more 
about Apartheid's dark heart. the death squads, and to understand' what motivated 
and sustained Apartheid s assassins rn therr grrsly and heartless work 
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