
PINS (Psychology ,n sccietv) 2000 :'6 53 72 

PLAYING RUGBY WITH THE TRUTH 

Enc Harper 
Trauma Centre For Survivors of Violence and Torture 
Cape Town 
enc@trauma org za 

Patnck Ntsime 
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry 
Pretona 
Nts1meP@dwaf pwv gov za 

Abstract. This paper attempts to ttun« about the Truth and Reconcilieiion Commission 
/TRC) ,n a different way, by exemininq a particular event that happened ,n South Afnca 
whlie the TRC was ,n process, namely the court battle between President Mandela and 
the South Afncan Rugby and Football Union (SARFU) over racism This exploration 
flows into an argument about a pohuce! struggle the TRC was caught up ,n, over who 
would construct memory To illustrate this struggle selected media portrayals of the 
TRC are compared with ways ,n which the TRC portrayed itself Important to these 
ccnsioeretions was an exetrunetion of the cost (lo survivors) of notions of 
reconciueuon · truth· and ·heal,ng· especially when reparations are not paid F1nally 
the paper uses vanous psychoanalytic lenses to explore the TRC process as a way of 
seeinq the construction of so called white and black psyche 

The capacity to speak to others 1s a human right and perhaps the most fundamental 
human right If this capacity 1s forbidden, whether de facto. by some injusuce of fate or 
on principle for example. as a punishment a harm 1s inflicted on the speaker thus 
constrained He 1s set apart from the speech community of interlocutors To no one 1s 
he any longer something other nor 1s anyone now his other There are many ways of 
.mposmq silence The right to impose silence which the community grants itself 1s 
always dangerous Any banishment 1s a harm mfl.ctec on those who undergo 1t. but this 
harm necessarily changes to a wrong when the victrrn 1s excluded from the speech 
community For the wrong 1s the harm to which the victrrn cannot testify since he 
cannot be heard And this 1s precisely the case of those to whom the right to speak to 
others 1s refused (Lyotard. 1993 134-136) 

INTRODUCTION: THE RAINBOW LANDSCAPE. 
In this paper the Truth and Reconcruation Commission (TRC) will be seen as an 
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obscure creation. a rainbow nation This h1ghl1ghts the construction of a new traduror 
the "mvention of a biography made up of new «norns and rnstapho-s fc' 
understanding collective experience and rendering real the 1dent1ty of the ra nco« 
nation (Antze & Lambek. 1997 xx) The TRC will be seen as the truth product.er 
machine of the rainbow nation with the (rejcreation of new «norns and metaphors fer 
example, terms like "forgive" ·forget reconcihation · trauma healing etc 

This creation needs thoughtful attention so that something of rts mventiveness can be 
extracted, and thereby propel us into the future Yet It Is also a creation that functions 
much like a "screen memory· that simultaneously conceals as well as reveals the 
production of new taken-for-granted truths This Is what Antze and Lambek call the 
'cultural shaping of memory to the roles of trope idrorn narrative ritual drscrpune 
power. and social context In .ts production and reproduction i Antze & l arnoe- 
1997 XII) 

In this paper no one theoretical line will be taken instead what ,s offered ,s ar atte.nct 
to illuminate practices of rerticatron that attempt to make dead the richness of tne TRC 
debate Tools - ideas - will be offered In the hope that these will resist the stranglehoic 
of those authoritative discourses which try to speak and think for the TRC as opposed 
to think of the TRC ( cf Oakley 19971 

Each critic will no doubt approach the TRC with vested interests and introduce a 
particular view of the atrocures of the past While our paper Is not without pol.ucal bias 
and can correctly be read as a rather «nosyncrauc 11st of pet gripes dressed up Ir 
sophisticated theory It is through the connection of these drssrmuant.es that we try to 
imagine different relational possrbrhtres For example. we will explore the retator 
between rugby and the TRC so as to reframe the way ,n which the law tuncnons Ir 
South African society It Is perhaps the task of cntics to expand on the work of the TRC 
so that various patterns or assumptions may emerge It Is a credit to the TRC tnat sc 
much can (and will) be extracted from its practice and texts Thus academic wr1tIr1g 
carries on the work of the TRC. to obviate repeunon of the past horrors In our society 

The TRC Is not a homogenous mstrtunon on the contrary and ,t falls prey to many 
conflicting agendas which speak not only of rts aims but which mirror our at present 
unregulated society In a state of transuron W1th1n this montage of contlrcnnq agendas 
the TRC finds itself walking several tightropes some more apparent than others For 
example. how to establish a sense of justrce without granting blanket amnesty or 
prosecution of everyone who nad comrrntted human rights violatrons? Trus te is.on .s 
exacerbated by the fact that the lrber atron movement was seen to be f1gnt1ng a 'lloraII, 
jusnfrable war arHj as sucn would want n e non.an rights vroranons cornmuec Dy 1herr 
to be seen In tlus light 

This paper pursues three rnarn arguments Firstly It explores what Is at sta-.e ,n tne 
process of trying to make public the horror of the past It would appear that tt11r,k ng 
about the horror of the past Is res.sted through an over-srmpnfrcauon and cstorton of 
what transpired The truth wtule appearing as a totality whole - encompasses a series 
of errors and cor it: aorcuons wtwt1 are 1:~sent,al to the final product S,,: h ,s n,e r at..-o 



of any truth. and 1t 1s the task of the cntrc to unravel these oversights and slippages 

For example. the past horrors of the Apartheid State have been packaged rnto carefully 
chosen sound-brtes that tell a good story Media presentations are important because 
through these representations the TRC tried to create a new imaginary that people 
could rdentrfy wrth The way people identified with the new imaginary was rather 
unexpected the focus berng on what Lars Buur calls the secret. the powerful and the 
painful' (Buur 2000) As Buur explains, the effects of this are that the TRC "gave 
everybody an easy escape, be it the African National Congress (ANC). most Apartheid 
operatives and maybe most importantly the white / Indian / Coloured beneficiaries 
This rs the real paradox of the TRC process On the one hand. the construction of the 
brg two Apartheid versus ANC bad versus good evrl versus heroic: past versus future 
On the other hand the language. images and metaphors used redeemed everybody 
because the real was secret so we could not have known (Buur 2000) 

Secondly the paper will explore the (psychoanalytic) question of the Law rn the Name 
of the Father. The struggle over power rn language rs significant here. because this rs 
what the TRC should have dealt wrth and tried to do. but as will be argued, yet another 
language' whrch did not listen to what the speakers really said, emerged. Instead, the 
TRC re-framed stories in the name of reconciliatron. forgiveness, explanation, etc 
thereby objectifying the voices witrun rts own working agenda For those struggling over 
language in thrs way - for access to the Law rn the Name of the Father - it was a life 
and death struggle Without access to the Symbolic Order, the subject rs foreclosed 
and sacrificed becoming an object to enhance the privilege of the Other 

Finally thrs paper wrll explore the way rn whrch two sets of victims have emerged 
These two groups include firstly those who have been affirmed by way of work 
opportunrtres and important positrons rn society which makes rt possible for those 
indivrduals to make worthy contributions to South Africa s future and secondly those 
whose lrfe circumstances have changed very little Clearly the first group provides a 
structure I construction that can help screen out the intolerable effects of suffering 
human rights violations (Harper 2000) However. the relation between these two 
groups needs to be considered. or rather, what happens in the spaces between them 
Is this a space for shared experience and support between former comrades? Or 
perhaps a space for alrenatron and phobic disgust as the abject desperation of the 
second group serves as an unwarranted reminder of something that is too painful to 
remember Simply put a space which reminds of the past present and present past 
/Harper 2000) 

Thrs categorrsatron no doubt overstated rn the manner of all categories rs rnterestrngly 
imphcatec wrtrun the workings of the TRC process As Buur (2000) has noted. the TRC 
decided to a large extent what could be written and presented rn the media They 
chose between 22 000 statements which stories should be heard and although the 
TRC writes that most vrctrms was poor and uneducated the stories rn the Frnal 
Report (are about) well educated. relatively rich black / Coloured I Indian / whrte 
victuns in the ANC elite " 
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REMEMBERING. 
Aristotle proclaimed that there 1s a desire to know· to see and concern oneself with 
seeing what has come to pass not only 1n order to attempt to understand but to have 
witnessed what has been seen Srrrularly Nietzsche posits that to bear witness Is a 
human rrnperatrve Yet. as Foucault ( 1972 41) makes apparent wnat 1s seen the ciew 
surfaces of appearance· is/are always constructed through a complex group of 
discursive practices 

Lets begin with Kumbula ·. the ghosts of the past our African ancestors The ancestors 
which constitute the "discourse of the Otner wish to speak of those sacrificed for the 
struggle, so as to be able to bury the dead· When denied a proper burial these ghosts 
of the past haunt the l1v1ng It 1s these ancestors who bear witness to a self that 
narrates not Just his/her individual story but the narrative drama of the collective pas'. 
and present Narrates. that 1s. not a collective unconscious nor memories that are 
·uniquely theirs. as specifyrnq smqulantv but memories that form part of a l,v1rg 
embodiment of the past and present (Antze & Lambek 1997 xx) 

The perrrussron to speak 1s a human right that came about through a protracted ar.o 
violent. protracted struggle against an authoritarian Apartheid regime The pout.ca 
struggle may have ended 1n neqotrauon but remnants of that authoritarian Apartnec 
psyche remain 1n place These remnants are those discursive practices which structure 
the present day objects of perception withm the framework of an us-them narrative 
One example of this 1s the endless and non-specmc talk of the violence' wh.cn 1n a 
peculiarly South African way dresses old racist ideas up 1n new clothes 

It seems that the right to speak can come about only through an rdeoloqrcal war which 
involves not only mass action but also the development of strategies tc read the 
mtentrons / actions of those forces which seek to perpetuate Apartheid and destabilise 
change Strategies to read can only come about when there 1s the creation of space tc 
think It 1s the creation of a space to think that traumatised South African society finds 
itself struggling to do For example one wonders 1f the dominance of the image-based 
identrty amongst certain sectors of the Cape Town population 1s less about being cool 
or "laid back" than a refusal to think about the (impossible) contradrctrons which 
fracture a homogenous Cape Fown 

The ancestors· desire to know and to speak of the past can then only take place where 
there 1s a relentless seeking out of those drscursive practices which aim to 1nh1b1t the 
hber atrnq power of the stories of the past in particular those agendas which subject 
stories of the past to a trial by media In this context one could ask what the TRC 1s a 
media frction a re writing of history a forrn of psychological healing the construction of 
a new national «iennty (collective memory) or a pawn 1n a pohtrcal struggle? Before 
d1scuss1ng the manner 1n which cor1fl1ct1ng agendas are able to impact on tr-e 

Kumt>ula. wt11ct1 mPan-, to 1emt!rnt>e1 1<, dll ,Hq.--trll'.'.at1011 wtuch has t>t.!HlQ set up to acknowlr-dJt' lt\i.J'-,•' 
who played a rolP 111 IIH, struggle lo b11ng the dead t101m, and qrve them a proper bunal Tlu­ 
orqanisanon was built a1ourn1 tt1e wmcb of Ctuis Hant. wt10 said we need to remember 
The cultural net>r1 to btH)' the d{'(H1 takt·s d !dlllJlt>h· fllllll lfl the opcrat1n11s and pfft•ct<, (11 tt11• rr..;,c \r1 
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perceptions of the TRC. let us explore some of the strategies (discursive practices) 
involved ,n reading public events 

WAYS OF READING. 
When looking at the ways In which different discourses - as "language games· - 
compete tor a monopoly on the portrayal of history Wittgenstein's useful idea Is that 
we can speak of a form of reasoning which Is not only subject to a particular grammar 
of thought but which asserts its explanations as both the cause and truth (Bouveresse. 
1995) For an example of the form of reasoning to which Wittgenstein refers we might 
look no further than the Gulf War In The spectre of ideology Slavoj Zizek (1994a) 
remarks that the way ,n which the mass media portrayed the Gulf War led the public to 
read· Saddam Hussein as an irrational, evil outlaw. or more pertinently. as a 
malignant growth which needed to be cut away by the "good" and rational Western 
Democracy I Health Surgeon This reasoning was used to Justify the need for the 
United States military operation and involves a form of ideoloqical mapping which 
inevitably srmphfres what is happening 

In South Africa. It seems as 1f the struggle of the heroes and heroines of the past are 
now subsumed into an ongoing ideological simplification of what transpired. where a 
plurality of voices are condensed In this scenario the trial of O J Simpson. the death of 
Princess Diana and Winnie Mandela s appearance before the TRC all make pnrne-ume 
viewing For example through the death of Princess Diana, the general public and 
press created a mass hysteria and an opportunity to live out private lives through 
vicarious identification with a (victirrused) public persona Was her death a media 
fiction or a rustorical event? 

It would appear then that we live In a world in which people want to see history unfold 
In front of their eyes. a world where the symbolic Is overshadowed and dominated by 
an imaginary universe People no longer read. but surf the Net or phone Talk Radio. 
and cyberspace reasserts what Derrida has referred to as 'the metaphysics of 
presence· There Is a negation of Otherness / difference through assimilation of the 
Other (Arendt In Lyotard 1993 136)' In South Africa the Other Is assimilated through 
the unplicrt assumption that we are now One - the rainbow nation "Sirnunye!" 

The TRC might usefully be seen as a microcosm of the bigger picture, In which a new 
set of conflictrnq agendas have come to the fore These agendas stretch beyond South 
African national confines to the global arena Globahsation In turn impregnates local 
narratives perhaps no more so when the s1gnif1ers are sex and power Tt11s ·sexy· 
discourse displaces the focus from economic rnarqinalisation and issues about third 
world debt as was evident when the United States president 8111 Clinton. visited Africa 
his offrcral status and economic pohcies were constantly undermined by Jokes about his 
sex lite More importantly however. qlobalisatron corrupts traditional cultural practice 
creates peculiar hybrids withm developing contexts 

"What makes human beings alike is the fact that every human being carnes wrthin him/her !he f1qure of 
the Other The likeness that they have 1n common follows from the difference of each from each· 
!Arendt 1n Lyntard 1993 136) 
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LANGUAGE AND THE NAME OF THE FATHER. 
In deciphering the manner in which the unremembered past is enacted In the present 
as a contemporary event. 1t could be said that the original acts/Acts which created the 
context of Apartheid became the agency of the letter" (script) of Apartheid wruch both 
insists and repeats itself witlun the context of the present 

Apartheid. a particularly brutal form of mstitutionalised segregation did not come from 
nowhere but had its roots In European rmperialism As such. 11 was a form of colonial 
discourse - a discourse pushed to the hrmts The legacy of Apartheid can perhaps best 
be traced to the division of land on the basis of race In the Glen Grey Act passed by 
the British in the 1890s ' This paved the way for the Land Act of 1913 and a series of 
new Acts which mstitutionahsec Apartheid in ever more oppressive and pervasive 
forms, e g. Suppression of Communism Act, Population Reqrstration Act Group Areas 
Act, etc. These Acts combined with disciplinary machinery like detention without trra: 
torture, states of emergency banning assassinations etc to create a climate of fear 

The Apartheid regime embarked on a violent total onslaught against the 
disenfranchised black rnajonty depriving them of basic life necessrtres and suojectmq 
them to propaganda Not only were blacks taught In Afrikaans but they were told why 
Apartheid was a good system In Afrikaans What followed In 1976 was an mcmerauor 
of the texts which had scripted 'official" South African history when Soweto youths 
refused Afrikaans-schooling. This act broke the transference spell and broi.;ght about 
a deciphering of the implicit and explicit dynamics of the Apartheid regime 

It was this battle over language that was the heart of the political struggle a struggle 
not only about language. but about those vehicles which give the child access tc 
language For Lacan language comes by way of the Name of the Father In South 
Africa, the Apartheid regime attempted to foreclose the Name of the Father to black 
children. The black father was humiliated by manual labour and removed from the 
domestic scene l o survive this foreclosure black children used the struggle as a 
means to have access to the Name of the Father. through entrance to a symbolic 
universe (public discourse) and to step outside of the non-space produced by the 
violent onslaught The struggle gave the child a means to create a name for him/herself 
through identrtymq with and taking on the role of acuvist This «iennncauon gave the 
rndrvrdual a means to bind together unbound excess emotions and vent these emotions 
through political acts Simply put the struggle acted not only as a voice of uberauon 
but also as a site of therapy - a symbolic container 

Having access to the Name of the Father 1s often mscr rbed throuqh an .rut.auon ritual 
and In South Africa a new uutranon ritual was forged For many activrsts trus mvolved 
undergoing police brutality (torture) through whose violence a kmsrup was estabhshed 
with those toretamer s incarcerated on Robben Island Without access to the Narne of 

'This 1s. of course. a \)10,s ove1'>1111pl1t1cat1011 It a11yt11111u Apartneio could sall1 to tie a d11,·ct 1t'S11lt ,,I 
(British) capitahst m1111nu endeavours wnose need tor cheap labour produced a suuanon 1n wh1c.t1 
Apartheid system t,e11et1ted wtlltP workers and at tlw same tune quaranteeo that t,lad wur1<e1 , 111hl not 
move up the scale Tt1·-~ 1913 and 1926 Land Acl~ wr-n: uf c.ourse integral to ttw) prou·~~ ol t11<... 
innentance of the lilad, populauon This Sll(j\J<'Sls a whole conflag1at1on of torces a11d fac:tor, ·at play 111 

a colonial context ;.rnr1 not tt1~t Apartt1e1d ~imply uJ11t1n1wd ,1 linear pror.e-,s set m rn,1t1nn t)y 1:1+· Br1l1'-.t1 
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the Father. and by unpncatron 1f we accept the l.acaruan argument the Symbolic Order 
the mdividual does not have the tools to create a space to think and find a voice It 1s 
this privation that many of the townships In South Africa still face and enact in various 
forms of violence. e g poverty criminality victimisation etc 

This process becomes problematic in post-Apartheid South Africa when the role of 
activist 1s taken away from the individual and is exacerbated when the TRC 
categorises an individual as not being a victim of Apartheid or of not having sufficient 
evidence to prove· victimhood This act of categorisation undermines those very 
1dentificat1ons the individual used to hold his/her psyche together and breaks down 
psychic defence The fantasy of victory and longed for recognition. as a container. Is 
removed At this point the old pain resurfaces and new containers might be sought In 
extreme cases gangs seem a viable option 1n that they replicate some of the chaos felt 
•n the internal world. and yet at the same time offer a holding space. Gangs also 
provide a home 1n a situatron where the family has broken down 

THE BATTLE OVER LANGUAGE. 
The summoning of ex-President of the Apartheid regime P W Botha, to appear before 
the TRC to account for his role 1n atrocities was characterised by refusal He refused to 
appear before the TRC, thereby refusing the authority of the TRC, and was 
subsequently subpoenaed to appear 1n Juridical court Once 1n court, P W Botha's 
refusal both to speak English and to appear before Victor Lugaju, a black Judge, 
constituted a refusal of the authority of the Law Thus, P W Botha sets himself up as 
the Law - a perverse Father - and insists that the black man speak the white man's 
language Botha s refusals then, recycle past scripts 1n present contexts, scripts In 
which the black individual 1s without a language (voice) and 1s as such invisible' 

However. the questions which need to be asked are not only about language. but also 
about representation what TRC stories were making front pages of the historically 
white newspapers? In the instance of P W Bothas court appearance his Apartheid-era 
atrocitres were displaced by a series of Jokes about 'The Old Crocodile' (his nickname) 
his finger-waving rhetoric, and his questionable fitness to stand trial on mental and 
physical health grounds 

A possible interpretation of this representation of P W Botha follows There should be 
no public grIev1ng at the horrors committed by one of Apartheid's icons Botha 1s 
portrayed as a pitiable sick. old man. who 1s different from the normal white South 
African The mad and bad killers in the Apartheid system are set against the rational 
ordinary white majority who can then be positioned as innocents subjected to the 
horror of these madmen In this scenario death-squad hit-men like Ferdie Barnard and 
Eugene De Kock. become the malignant growths to be cut away from society - a role 
not unlike that of Saddam Hussein during the Gulf War 

This process what Freud would refer to as the creation of false-connections 

Within the context of Apartheid. the black individual was not only invisible but subject to a sencs of 
projections as to what constituted the siqnilier "black" These siqnifiers seemed to be made up of 
physical features that negated intelligence as often seen in films 
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(transference) so as to repress the existence of hidden unconscious motives enables a 
white audience to distance themselves from the 'mad atrocrtres of the past The 
strategy rs two-fold to equate the Apartheid atrocrties wrth the actions of the lrberatron 
struggle, thereby equating the suffering of blacks and whites and to distance 
themselves, psychologica lly and morally from those who committed the murders As 
Viola Shackleton remarks "Whites seem to perceive a new prrvrleged area - the moral 
high ground of having suffered and forgiven Instead of gracefully accepting trus as a 
consequence of monopolrsrng privilege. the ever opportunrstrc and entitled whites 
seek to appropriate this place too The principle seems to be that its OK for us to have 
more of something but we should never have less than an equal share of anything 
(Shackleton 1998) 

What this text sets up rs P W Botnas illness. mstabrlity and lack of cutpabuuy 
counterpoised against more rational and reasonable citizens for example Nelson 
Mandela or F W De Klerk. Furthermore. Botha rs posrtroned as prtrable that reasonable 
South African crtrzens should feel sorry for hrm Thus. it rs possible for a whrte audience 
to come away from such court appearances and TRC hearings as good and 
"forgiving" citizens The understanding of P W Botha. Ferdie Barnard. Eugene De 
Kock, etc as· abnormal" rs not unlike an earlier process of Othering English speaking 
whites' portrayal of whrte Afrikaners as rrratronal undemocratic agents of Apartheid 
very different from rational democratic· Englrsh-speakrng whites· Yet as Vlakplaas 
death-squad commander Eugene De Kock. points out · F W De Kl erk cant pretend he 
didn't know" (The Sunday Independent April 12. 1998 20) De Kock articulates rus 
indignation towards being positionec as solely culpable for atrocrtres committed during 
hrs spell In the security forces thus 

"It's not because I (De Kock] can prove without a shadow of doubt that he (De Klerl·J 
ordered the death of X or cross-border raid Y Not even because of the holier-than-thou 
attitude that is drscernrb/e rn the evidence he gave before the TRC on behalf of the 
National Party It rs because. rn that evidence he simply did not have the courage to 
declare. Yes we at the top levels condoned what was done on our behalf by the 
security forces What's more we instructed that rt should be implemented Or. rf we did 
not actually give .nstructrons we turned a blrnd eye (The Sunday Independent Apr.' 
12, 199820 - our emphasis) 

De Kook's rnterpretatron would unravel further had he omitted the words we at tne top 
levels", and included whites alongside De Klerk rn the pretence of not knowmg and the 
non-culpabrlrty of denial By imphcation then whites knew of the atrocrties and most 
whites condoned what was being done It rs easier to create a side-show thr ouqt: 
Botha's senility than focus on De Klerk s culpabrlrty If Botha rs of sound mrnd and he 

· Several social commentators 1ndud1ng conH~<l1an P1eter-D1rk uvs. nave pointed to the 1ack ot Pv1dt·11, ,, 
of thrs so-called "de!llocral". posruo« amongst Enql,sh speaking whites m the elecuon polls 
' Anecdotal ev,denu SIJ\Jgesh ttiat many wnues claim ignorance of lhe atrocmes that were rl've;,il·<1 
through lhe TRC pro, l·SS It was however fairly common knowledge that soldiers tJrought home 
"troptues" from the t) nder wa1 c u ttH:. Jersey 1Jf a terrorist 01 even an ear How rrnyt1t we urvh·rst,rn 
this "d1sappea1ec.r u)1rn1w11 knowledyt:? Ldc.crn ~ t)ehef 1s that wnat 1s unumscHiu~ 1~ Ult' d1'-) ou1. t· u Ith· 
Other 111s ltle Oltw1 wt10 l--.111JW½ (pe1t"1dp'::. even rittH·r wt11te~) and ttw., (Other) rnemorv 1s 1q1rt'~~t·d 1 
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claims this Is so. then Botha and De Klerk are no different from the white public at 
large What Is (psychically) unbearable is the fact that there is no discernible difference 
between the bloodthirsty killers of the Apartheid system and normal white citizens It Is 
this insight which needs to be defended against through the creation of various false 
transference connections (or decoys) 

However. It Is too easy and simplistic to wander down a road of binary opposites 
Apartheid versus ANC white (bad) versus black (good), evil versus heroic, past versus 
future What Is left out Is how the spaces between these terms is negotiated How do 
those who fought a morally Justifiable war think about and work through the human 
rights violations they committed? Clearly, their acts cannot be equated with the acts of 
the white Apartheid state but this does not mean that these acts do not warrant 
thinkrnq about the greater danger of becoming a perverse Law unto themselves 

THE SPRINGBOK AS SIGNIFIER OF PATRIARCHY. 
In this section we would like to counterprnse two court appearances which occurred 
during the process of the TRC, viz then-President Mandela, who appeared before the 
Law. and ex-President PW Botha. who would not 

The questions that frame this section are 
• Why was then-President Mandela taken to court due to his request for a formal 

inquiry into the South African Rugby and Football Union (SARFU)? 
• Why. In contrast to this. are perpetrators of Apartheid human rights violations not 

taken to a court of law but to the TRC? Why do these perverse "father-fiqures" end 
up in a cornrmssion of enquiry and not a law court? 

• What are we to make of the word Commission? 
• What Is the relationsrup between sport politics and psyche? Is there a 

pathological" relatronstup between sport and politics in South African psyche / 
society? 

An elaboration of President Nelson Mandela's positron before the law will presented so 
as to situate the Law In the Name of the Father in a South African context From this 
we will move on to a Lacanian anthropology of the white male psyche" so as to explore 
how whites constructed an identity at the expense of the Other The psychic universals 
In Apartheid - black/white rnascuhrunes - were mscnbed mitration rites For white men 
this involved playing rugby (or sport) and being a solider. while for black men this 
meant circurncrsion and being a cornrade/actlvist The leap from the TRC to sport may 
appear arbitrary and gratuitous (and probably Is) However. we hope to open up a 
space to think about what happens when the perverse father figure" falls from grace 
and power Put another way, Apartheid discourse has structured a con-text' that leads 
to a disordered and corrupted text In this con-text we apply similarly fractured logic In 
the conflation between the TRC Law racism sport and 'White male psyche" 

The rather strange details of the court-case are these Louis Luyt then-president of 
SARFU took then-President of South Africa Nelson Mandela. to court over Mandela s 
interference' into rugby-affairs. namely calling for a formal rnquiry into racism In South 
African rugby A possible mterpretation of what Is going on here deconstructs the ways 
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In which (phallic) power was constituted In the past The icons of the past can no ionger 
guarantee fixed meanings but are instead subject to a decentenng which brings ,ntc 
question unexamined (sub)texts The white South African psyche found its f1x1ty 
through a particular investment In the construction of the white male a construction 
which could only be maintained at the expense and negation of the value of the Other 
difference (e g blacks women homosexuals etc) 

By agreeing to appear in court Mandela Is making a profound statement no sutuec: Is 
above the Law As a speaking subject Mandela Is able to resist the seduction of being 
the totemic and perverse father of the primal horde. and acknowledges the Law In the 
Name of the Father This Is the very thing PW Botha and F W De Klerk - and perhaps 
the majonty of white men - cannot do This introduces an observation that the Mandela 
versus Luyt saga Is gendered a 'dick waving affair' from which the feminine ,s entirely 
absent Furthermore. irnplicated within the ·inst1tut1on of rugby are psychic issues of 
homosexuality, sexism and fear of .ntrrnacy Yet. at the same time as the court-case 
Mandela appeared secure enough In his masculinity to be mtervrewed or prime time 
television by a (gay) drag artist Pieter Dirk Uys Mandela Is more than a pouncran Ile 
is a charismatic leader. perhaps a Chnsnan mystic ( Klein 1997) He Is a man who car 
lack be in want - what Lacan refers to as a want-to-be - and who can live outside tile 
field of identification (Klein 1997) It Is this humility which enables him take up a 
positron of a man before the Law 

White South Africans who have hrstoncally acted as a law unto themselves (e g Louis 
Luyt) now come up against the Oedipal authority of the Symbolic Father : e g 
Mandela), by way of the mvocation of castration anxiety In the threatened removal of 
the Springbok rugby emblem W1th1n this phallocentnc struggle. the old icons become 
problernatized. and what was previously marginal comes into view Yet It 1s the loss cf 
the Springbok' (as siqruf rer of white maleness) that might be the necessary price for a 
renewal of all South Africans faith In rugby This loss Is analogous to the l acan.an 
motif that without the function of the Law In the Name of the Father there Is a potential 
psychosis or perversion due to a lack of lack a pure presence without absence 
(Klein, 1997) The psychic violence Is manifest In the negation of lack and the attempt 
to force the Other into the posttion of an object to satisfy the selfs needs - most notably 
through various forms of gendered violence (e g rape sexual abuse mnrnate violence 
etc) 

At the Rugby World Cup F mal In 1995 Mandela's overtures of reconc.natror- •nvo!ve:l 
dressing up In a Springbok rugby jersey so that goodwill might be enacted In tne 
context of (the very new) South Africa this gesture united a divrded nation on tr.e rugby 
field However trus theatrical arrangement culminated In Mandela s appearance ,n 
court One wonders (fleetingly I what the effects might have been had Mandela ween t11e 

Z11ekHs aryurnent 1.H1 !tit~ rea'.'.un wt1y t11imo<:,t~Xudl1ty 1~ not allowed to be ar1 u~,e11 1:>stn:- H1 tt't- U111k l 
States army applie-. !(J 1111_;tJy in Suutt1 Africa vi, ·11 ,snot oecause t1omo'->Pxual11y ~,ust"_::, c1 ttHt'dl 1:: H1t-' 
alleged "phallu: and ,1dlr1a1c:t1.1I" l1t)l(11r1al economy of Hie Army comuuuutv but on tilt''- ::in1ra:) t,t-1_ <1t1<...t:' 
the Army commumtv 11'->Plf rt·l1t", 1Hl a tt1wcu1ect/d1savowec1 homosexuatrtv as ttH~ ~.(:y u;mponenl o1 !tit· 
soldiers male-t.>1Jnd111r) ltH· !Jl<.,UHH:>e ol ltH-' rrnl1tary (;omrnun1ty can nnly operate tJy way ot Lf'f:<:.01111,J 
115 own llb1d1nal tour rti11011 ttu- mect1anism of c.ensorstup 1nler-.1Pflf", p,eclc,m111c1tt,ly t,_, t'nt:<1: t· !t,t· 
eff1uPncy of ttlP P' 1w,·1 d1<.,c our-.« 11....,Plf ! Zin~~- 1997 32 331 



farnous rugby Jersey to the cour1 proceedings? The link to rugby-goodwill and 
reconcihatron could scarcely be extmquishsd 

The strange appearance of a head of State in cour1 over rugby might have been 
stranger still had the racism charges formed par1 of another mstitutional space the 
TRC hearings which were happening simultaneously What underlies both spaces is a 
"let us tell a story and get on with our lives" attitude This Is manifest In how, for 
exarnple Chris Ham's killers articulate their motives they killed because It was a war 
situation This Is a boast not an apology This example Is used here to underline the 
lack of remorse shown by the perpetrators of human rights abuses The very same 
people whom Mandela wants to reconcile with still see black liberation as the enemy, 
while at the same time trying to co-opt Mandela - as a symbol of reconciliation - for their 
own ends. Finally, this power struggle Is about who has the ultimate power, he or the 
economic or political might? 

White South Africans used to believe they occupied the centre of the universe, that 
they were the chosen race In Africa' This belief was confirmed by way of subjection of 
black female domestic workers and male manual labourers to the narcissistic whims of 
whites who ordered them around This narcissrsm Is not without effects Not only do 
these actions breed a sense of entitlement, but in psychoanalytic terminology this could 
be described as a refusal of lack (vulnerability) and negation of Otherness (Klein 
1997) By associatron. the white child is brought up to believe thats/he has the phallus 
- that which can fill up the lack In the Other - Is a law unto themselves (Perverse 
Father) and the chosen master race. Yet to become a subject, a speaking being, 
involves both a necessary separation and negotiation of lack, so as to negotiate 
otherness and submit to the Law In the Name of the Father (via the Oedipus) 

Without this necessary subjection to the Law in the Name of the Father - embodying 
the incest taboo - there Is non-integration of the subject into the Symbolic Order. with 
the result that the Oedipus contiquration Is unable to introduce a third. symbolic 
positron a perspective from which to view the irnaqrnary part-object world from which 
the child has emerged Instead It Is as 1f the person is a subject - s/he going through 
the motions by irnitatinq empty gestures The (often paranoid) white male subject exists 
as 1f s/he were human through an unitanon of empty gestures (Zizek 1994b 21) 

Any belief that one has the phallus to fill up the lack In the Other only ends up In the 
person making a prick' of themselves If only In order to mvert the notion of penis 
envy It Is rrnportant to remember that while some women may envy men because they 
suffer from the lack of equal access to the Symbolic. 11 is men who are more 
preoccupied with penis envy and having the phallus which they imagine fills up the lack 
In the Other According to Fanon ( 1967) within an African context 1t is black penis envy 
which has occupied the imagination of the colonial mind and informed the racist 
responses of whites to what are believed to be a more endowed (with phallus) Other 

Rugby lies deep In the heart of the construction of the white masculine psyche Playing 

Perhaps this sense 0f entitlement has n0t left us 1f the reports of South African ;moqancP 1n 1Plat1on In 
the rest of Afnca are anytruno to go by 
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rugby was never simply sport but about mstuhnq a set of values for exarr.ple tne Aryar 
ideal The white male was put under a great deal of pressure to conform and 1dent1fy 
with those .denuty-beannq siqrufrers which were the axromatrc form througn which male 
1dent1fy was constructed Rugby was also an mmatron ritual into .wrute I manhood 
When schoolboys prayed before a match the manifest content of the prayer was about 
winning the latent content involved a worsruppinq of those who fought In the Boer war 
and In the battle of Blood River So instilled were these values that many a rugby 
schoolboy would willingly sacrifice himself for the team - to die for one's country 

What happened on the rugby field was no less than a preparation for the army to fight 
on the border It would not be surprising to find in a white family photo album 
childhood pictures followed by pictures of the school rugby team followed by 
snapshots taken during military service Sometimes. these army pictures would include 
a picture of a dead "terror.st' This Is shocking not only in itself but also In the absence 
of horror In the reaction of those proudly showing their pictures Trus situation Is 
perhaps analogous to what Mark Tomlinson characterises as the epitome of the TRC - 
·a description of torture and murder accompanied by the tradiuonal rugby oraai 
(Tomlinson. 1998) 

THE HOLE THEATRE OF HELL. 
This section shifts the analytic gaze from the white male psyche with the concomitant 
structuring of the capacity for violence towards an Other. to the Other - the corporeal­ 
psychic experience of suffering a human rights violation Much of this experience Is 
documented from one of the authors work with traumatised v.ctirns of human rights 
abuses (e g Harper 19991 The gaze then shifts to consider the operations and effects 
of a third positron those who are called to bear witness to this trauma 

A human rights violatron occurs when there Is a ·th1nk1ng for as opposed to of the 
OH1er (Oakley 1997) To think for as opposed to of the other Is to leave someone 
without choice and to appropriate the thoughts of the other (Oakley i 997, Tt e effect 
of this Is to leave the subject without a sense of personhood When someone Is 
subjected to a human rights violation something external impmqes on the mc.v.cua: s 
psychic skin - what Freud calls the protective shield An effect of this ,s to leave the 
person with a residue of something excessive that Is too much to bear There Is a 
brea1<-Ing down of thought and an mabrhty to put into words what tr ansp.red The 
experience cannot be absorbed rito any symbolic trarnewon. 

It Is 10 be present In a ooouy form but no longer a free conscious agent a subject 
,..,,in1out choice Instead of self-representation there Is a vorc I hole Simply put trauma 
uwolve s a breakdown In translation leaving the person In an rmaqmarv fragmented 
world without a Symbolic (Harper 1999) There Is a shrinkage of ones world vev. 
(weltd11sct1auur1g) such that everything Is bad This Is what l acaruan analyst Richard 
Kle,r, refers to as a pure presence without absence a lacs of lack I Klew 1991', 

H11s horr or Is something that people cannot believe Is happer,ng to tner11 as tnev 
r.annot t,,il1eve their own eyes The subject Is unable to witness that Is represent to 
trien1~,_,I vi,s what ,s occurr.nq l11d1v1dL,als who undergo tortue w,11 srea- of t emo 



utterly helpless and unrecognisable to themselves a state of helplessness that 
includes a loss of control agency and dignity (Harper 1999) When asked to speak of 
the traumas In order to establish the facts of the case the person subjected to trauma 
Is confronted with an impossible situation What Is remembered are surrounding 
events. often apparently arbitrary details. which offer some kind of way to frame the 
trauma Even 1f the abusive event Is remembered In detail. the hole remains This hole - 
what Foucault (1972) has termed a discontinuity· 'rupture · threshold" or 'limit' 
places the subject outside of the community of speech (Klein 1997) the subject Is 
unable to "represent (re-present) themselves to themselves" (Oakley 1997) and there 
Is a break In the social bond (Klein 1997) 

The effect Is a dropping from the stage of language (self representation) In which the 
subject Is pushed to act out that which cannot be represented and remembered The 
person is an outsider, with the effect that the social bond of language Is broken The 
social bond Is broken with an affect of deoersonalisatron and shame In place of the 
social bond is shame and a subject who all to often comes to identify themselves as a 
no-body - a body-in-pieces. without a name (Harper 1999) 

The body of pleasure becomes the body of shame The subject Is no longer able to 
connect with themselves or others Instead they die of shame. as do all marqmahsed 
people In the process of dehumanisation. but at the same time what Is traumatic and 
unrepresentable .nsists and repeats The subject Is unable to reconstitute themselves 
In and live through his/her traditional forms of identrtication but Is forced into an 
identification with the horror The person becomes nothing but the horror, they become 
an object without human attributes The person Is no longer human In the way s/he was 
before the trauma they are alien to themselves In that something alien - a remainder. a 
foreign body - resides mside them (Harper 1999) 

Bearing witness to these human rights violations Is horrific and raises the question as 
to what cost Is involved In looking the beast in the eye? The TRC stories which have 
made the front pages of newspapers are those depictinq Dante's Inferno The Heart of 
Darkness. and a show case of evil Put another way can the horror be depicted or Is 11 
possible to only bear witness to horror In the guise of wrtnessmq something 'other" than 
looking the beast In the eye? As with star-gazing. the look needs to be offcentre so as 
to take In what Is seen 

The horror Is something which defies representation yet when the TRC came face to 
face with the horror / hole what the general public witnessed was a mixture of 
chansrnatrc evangelism legal process and something unspeakable and too terrible for 
words Outside of the public arena we encounter the TRC bureaucracy what Buur 
:2000) has called the mvisible msrde made up of some people traumatised by what 
they have had to bear witness to The TRC bureaucracy Is invested In a categorisation 
process 'a will to order" (Buur 2000) which can be seen as an attempt to negate not 
knowing and feeling helpless This type of mtervention Is a way of screening out the 
horror of the situation the horror remains masked over with categories /the 
bureaucracy) and meaningful platitudes (rehqrous and potrncal rhetoric) 



To sum up, to bear witness to the stories of those subjected to horror rs a d.tfrcu't 
procedure. 1

" The listener listens from a particular perspective wh1cr1 organises and 
edits what Is heard To listen to horror In a thoughtful manner demands a great deal of 
the listener 11 To witness the trauma involved In human rights v.olat.ons Is not about 
whether or not you can understand the Other To believe that one can understand 
another Is absurd. and this assumption often gets In the way of hsterunq The witness 
does not operate from an objective posttion as the enlightenment project would have us 
believe Furthermore. as Adorno points out. instrumental reason lirruts and restricts our 
capacity to be with the experiences and instead the experience Is reduced and 
ccdrtred so as to fit into some pre-established rational project (Reuer 1992, 

The debate over how such a body of listeners Is constituted': while important Is only 
half the story This dilemma can introduce a demand for the perfect listener , a subject 
of "supposed knowledge - who has a privileged and transcendental positron from 
which to view the srtuation Yet. no-one can take up a neutral positron rr relation to 
what rs said It is not only a select few who are called upon to listen but the l1v1ng 
present history of South Africa at large The way In which the TRC seems to have 
approached the horror of the past Is through an appeal to that which was absent - a just 
law - the Law In the Name of the Father It Is a paradox for 1f there had been a just law 
there would be no need for a TRC 

RECONCILIATION: THE WHOLE THEATRE OF HELL. 
This section considers some of the limits of reconciliation as espoused by the TRC 
The whole theatre of hell represents a play on the words hole· versus whole with the 
letter 'w" (and whole') masking the intolerable hell of hole In the struggle-years the 
seductiveness of (w)hole could be seen In politicised grass roots literature that 
circulated Readings which grew out of resistance and brought into being cntical 
communities. gave birth to new interpretatrons of what was repressive For example 
during the Apartheid years the Robben Island Prison for transformed into a pohtical 
academy for those incarcerated activrsts The struggle was about In several senses 
how to read to unravel the re.ationsrup between different discourses I e g media 
schooling sport. etc ) which construct coherent and ordered explanations and to lister' 
to what Is excluded discarded or what slips through texts 

It rs ironic that at the very moment In South African history where the incrvrdua: who 
has suffered human rights vrolations and oppression Is given a voice and space to 
speak and the TRC process rs momentous In this regard that resistance / struggle 

Ma11y unoffrc:ial anecdote-, rnculate about 1t1e ways Ill wtucn ttie Tf,C staff ,J1d (a11d did 11011 deal w11t1 
or ·w(;f',I., tt11011gh" what they called upon to witness More research is rn:ede<.1 to umave: tt1e l:O~,erat1un~ 
and effect,, of 111sl1lut1011al dy11am1cs on lt1t' TRC staffs coping slraleg,es 
· E11c Harper"s d1111c:..:1l wo11":. sumwsb that all to often ther e 1s mternal noise wtw;t1 stops the 11'.:>fl'nt..>1 
turnnq u1tn ttie words of honor This internal noise can take many forms. for example the assum~it1~111 
that one knows wna: will be '.">aid. ,ust11ny 1n to make sense of a cnaot«: and painful suuancn over 
1clenl1fyrnq wrth what rs said (K.lelfl 1997; wet1mg bored <levelop11HJ counterarouments 111tPqec111HJ w1t11 
1n~tructI011s tu mana~w more eff1cwnt mtormatron flow etc 

Tt11':, nH~'.~sy debate 1r11pl1<,.ale', ttu- 1t11i(Jt!) 1111a11ual compeusauon tl1,11 was of1Pre<J to ttwse wtu. wt>1r· 
commrssroned to JlH1Ue ovt•1 ttw proceedmqs. namely to Judge wt)l(J1 "lorn_·_ would tw "cla_s1f1P1...f a~ 
wo1H1y uf rt•coqr11t1on and Pnl1tlt·nH·r1t tu rt>parat11ir1 Tt11s 1pprese11I½ anott.e-r qiuup r)! 1rH11v1r1u~il who 
t1avt· qr Pally tH'llPfiff'r_j fiom ttH· TRC f111J'T',½ 
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discourse Is displaced by the concept of reconciliation Each testimony takes place 
w1th1n the TRC's explicrt framework of reconciliation Where does this word 
reconcilietion come from and who / what Is getting framed In the process of 
reconcihanon? 

The notion of reconcrliation can be seen to have similarities to the Kleiman psycho­ 
analytic concept of reparation· (Hinsheiwood, 1991) Yet, within the Kleinian doctrine, 
reparation comes about when the individual feels pity for the real or imagined wounds 
inflicted on the Other Hence the impulses of cruelty and pity are turned into remorse 
This remorse involves both acknowledgement of the cruel attacks, as well as acts of 
reparation Reconciliation has In some cases involved an acknowledgement of what 
has been done, but the lack of remorse exhibited by many perpetrators has been 
problematic In this process Instead. the perpetrator receives a reparation in the form of 
amnesty Thus reconciliation must be seen for what it Is not as a form of therapeutic 
reparation but a potnicet compromise which has ensured that the monopoly of wealth 
remains In the hands of white minority and emerging black elite 

The TRC Is not about the healing of mdivicuals' suffering this pain will not go away as 
a result of the TRC hearings The TRC Is a political and historical discourse engaged In 
both the creation of national symbols of transformation and creation of a new history 
The need for reconcihation Is irnphcated In this reconstruction, as it Is within the 
concomitant religious discourse of the TRC. which valorises forgiveness Clearly not 
every one can (or should) forgive those who committed the atrocities of the past. Why 
should someone who has being brutalised offer redemption of his/her perpetrators 
because the word 'sorry" Is used ?' In Cape Town recently, Jacques Derrida (1998) 
began and ended his paper on 'forgiveness", with the word "pardon" Derrida holds that 
forgiveness Is something that can only take place between the perpetrator and victim. 
that one can only forgive that which Is impossible to forgive and that this Is impossible 
Yet. the act - word and deed - of asking for forgiveness Is what the victim waits to 
encounter 

THE LONG WAIT. 
T'11s section continues the ideas of pardon and forgiveness as forms of healing, but 
from witrun a critical context that considers the (rrnjpossibility of reparations. The 
observations in this section are made by one of the authors - Eric Harper - who has 
worked with ex-pohtical prisoners and torture survivors at and by way of. the Trauma 
Centre in Cape Town 'As a kind of descriptive 'case-study" Harper explores some of 
the issues expectations and frustrations that beset his therapeutic work In the shadow 
of the TRC (cf Harper 2000) The sentiments expressed In this section do not reflect 
the opinion of both authors of the paper 

This process Is problematized when the role of acnv ist. both as a form of social status and a way to 
r:hannel anger is no longer applicable For many. there Is no new role except 1ll1te1acy (due to d1srupte,1 
education) unemployment anr1 poverty Their heroic stones are displaced by an imperative to 'forci1ve· 
whites 
·' The Trauma Centre Is a non-profit, non-governmental organisation which specialises In providinq 
group-support. counselling and longer tenn psychotherapeutic care to victims/survivors of any k111d of 
violence irnpnsonrnent or torture Its work ,s constantly under threat of disruption due to tundinq 
<hortaqes 



The work at the Trauma Centre has shown that 1t Is very difficult to tn1nk about human 
rights violations It Is harder still to talk about what happened For some mrnv rduals who 
have been in long-term one-to-one therapy 1t has taken three years fer them to talk 
about the actual torture itself Some mdivrduals suffer from amnesia and memories 
only return some months later during the therapeutic process (Harper 2000) While a 
few of these mdrvrduals know about the operations of the TRC. and have made 
statements about their rrnpnsonrnent and/or torture many others did not understand 
what the TRC was about and/or suffered from gaps In memory of abuses and as such 
now find themselves melrqrble for reparations Mostly older women they have lost their 
children and/or husbands spent time In prison were beaten raped or deported to the 
rural areas of the Transkei Many of these women suffer from physical and 
psychological ailments as a result of these experiences and live In aorec: poverty 

The process of torture and rrnpnsonrnent Is a systematic attempt to break down the 
rndrvrdua! The effects of this are multi-layered and long-lasting The oraonost.c 
category of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Is commonly associated with the 
effects of experience of violence although its sirnphfrcation of causality ·s somewnat 
problematic (Harper 20001 The most common psychological diffrcultres In the 
aftermath of a violation are the struggles to re-establish one's self/ life I internally and 
externally). and to re-establish connections with others (e g family relationships 
friendships. community networks etc ) At a psychic level symptomatic effects include 
amnesia, concentration deficits violent ideation (and behaviour) blunted affect 
surcrdal impulses hating oneself etc This vulnerability Is exacerbated through f1nd1ng 
themselves further marginalised and/or unacknowledged through the TRC processes 
(Harper 2000) 

When an individual Is given symbolic recognition for their role In the struggle as well as 
the opportunity to work for a lIv1ng to meet basic needs (e g food shelter etc I a 
psychic structure Is created which can screen out some of the effects of rrnpnsonrnent / 
violence It Is at this point that therapy can begin However the Trauma Centre Is 
engaged with therapeutic work and basic needs support with mdrvrcuals who have not 
met the above cntena (recognition and employment) In adcitron their desperation and 
poverty has further alienated them from their tarrulies and communities and they have 
nowhere to tum Many of these mdrviduals articulate betrayal and bitterness towaras 
lhe ANC government and the TRC due to the sense of having sacrificed their lives 111 
the struggle for liberation of South Africa (e g family physical health education youth 
etc J and the circumstances of their lives have further deteriorated rather than 
improved since 1994 They are now without 1dent1t1es and without voices which re­ 
enacts the experiences of violanon and dehumanisation (Harper 2000) 

T tic I RC was a pohucal compromise and prorrnsed more H1an 1t coulo aenver truth 
abo Jt what really happened nealmq pain at national and 1nd1v1duai levels and 
wparatIons The TRC statements of human rights abuses opened u-o.vrcuars pa.nt.il 
momones but ottered no conta.nment or closure However we'I .ntcnuonec the agenda 
of the TRC trus has produced secondary victrrrusauor re~ycled abuse ar d turther 
psvchotoqrcal damages as has w.tnessinq perpetrators amnesr, , as a form of 
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reparation) These survivors find themselves In a politrcal context where action Is 
endlessly deferred through bureaucratic 'tabling of issues· and policy paper-shuffling: 
and In public discourse. a growing reluctance to bear witness to further horror and 
destitution (Harper 2000) 

CONCLUSION. 
In this paper. we have created an environment, confusing as 1t is. for the reader to 
search for what the TRC is and does Clearly the question of "truth" remains to haunt 
the quest for reconciliation What is the truth? The telling of the truth is the attempt to 
signify something with a correspondence to that thing-in-itself which showed itself In an 
oriqmat form (Outhwaite 1987) Truth as It Is traditionally conceived. involves a set of 
assertions iudqements and finally a consensus about the way things flt together 
Statements (or stories) appear to be true 1f they correspond to the facts of the matter 
(Outhwaue 1987) 

But whose truth? There are many different readings of what transpired In South Africa's 
past Every description of the truth Is a Judgement In as much as It offers a new 
interpretatron of the events The best that the TRC might hope for is a co-constructed 
narrative that creates the conditicns for engagement in thoughtful dialogue Within this 
co-constructed narrative there Is a necessary exaggeration and amplification of the 
subjective experience of past events so as to allow the opening up and discovery of a 
new telling of the past The aim Is not necessarily explanation but description and 
understanding What Is produced - at mdivrdual and collective levels - Is a new kind of 
awareness of the events which leads to a 'learning from past experiences" and which 
hopefully. enables transformation (Bion 1962) 

Although these co-constructed narratives would offer a provisional version of the truth 
the interested and subjective descnptron would be to a large extent devoid of deliberate 
lies and deception This co-construction ideally offers a sense of emancipation from the 
past where the subject Is In control of the experience and has the power to create 
his/her own narrative of the events without being subject to another s description 
However. It Is questionable to what extent each and every subject felt In control of 
his/her experience when telling his/her story to the TRC 

The TRC embodies a socio political and historical discourse which permeates 
contemporary South African debate geared towards the unfolding reconstruction and 
regeneration processes currently being implemented by the ANC government though 
its constitutional and leqislative obhqations But, the TRC Is also part of a wider 
struggle over who will tell the (most) truthful story of South African history The battle 
over language and those who authorize speech Is revisited In the philosophical 
framework for reconctliation and nation-burldmq There Is a quest for truth" and In this 
process of searching strategies are encountered which deliberately obscure truth 

The TRC should enable a// South Africans to create a new meaning of life and 
rretaphors for themselves In the process of constructing new symbols, they are re­ 
rewriting history for a new generation In this process of history-making. there must be 
a relentless seeking out of those stories which break the deadly gagging of the past 
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The TRC process Is doomed to failure 1f the hoped for outcome Is aosolute trutr. A 
deconstruction of truth Is necessary In uor avehnq those overs.orrs aria olunders wruct: 
where essential to the construction of the end product 

The paper attempted to unravel the possible truth w.ttun reconcruation to see truth not 
as a set of ideas as to how things were or should be but as an undertaking to open up 
new possibrlities for action Reconcrl.atron as a spoken word whether expressing 
genuine feelings or not becomes another metaphorical substitute of lack what ,s not 
there Without reconcihatron at rncrvidual (w1th1n oneself) and national levels - that Is 
true reparation In the Kle.ruan sense Apartheid will live on In ever more refined subtle 
and covert forms We need to develop practices In South Africa that reveal and 
confront racial segregation 

At the level of theory 1t can be demonstrated that segregation and racism occurs wnen 
there Is a uruversahsatron of something that Is particular (Klein 19971 In this context 
words like 'black' and white' function as uruversahsmq truthful categories and the 
partrcularity of each subject Is lost What we advocate Is to move from the ..n.ver sal to 
the particular For example a therapist does not work with a torture or rape case 
but a particular mdrv.dua: whose experience includes torture or rape ar.o other 
experiences Categorisation comes about through depersonalisation and a hatred of 
difference (Zizek 1997) A human face Is needed that does not mscnbe and fix rdentuy 
through any universal category 

We have sought In this paper to explore the unknown and rnexplcaote space between 
the experiences of victrrns and the perpetrators categories which are lacerated by 
witrun and between group differences at many levels It Is In this way that the easy 
assumption In the TRC process. between truth-telling and reconcr'iat.on might De 
interrogated This assumption irnpnes a simple linear approach wmcn clearly just.ties 
the means and the ends of the .nstrtunon of the TRC However ,t Is not oi.r 1'1tentIon to 
drscredrt the TRC process per se It Is clear that discourse In South Africa has shaped 
the way we think. feel and act The Apartheid legacy has spawned a powerful 
construction of rdentrties which cannot be changed overnight However sh fts In socio 
pout.cat discourse might produce mteresnnq confrqurations of new norn~s and values 
wruch tasruon contemporary experience and consciousness 
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