
Psychology in society IPINS1 22 1997. 47 59 

THE EXPERIENCE OF ABORTION: A BIBLIOGRAPHIC ESSAY 

inse G Dollar 
Department of Psychology 
Rhodes University 

INTRODUCTION. 
Trie recently changed leqrslative framework In South Africa has stqrutrcant irnpucauons 
for research into abortion Based on the World Bank Report on Women's Health 
ARAG /Abortion Rights Action Group; (1995; estimates that 250 000 legal abortions 
will be performed yearly In South Africa It Is likely that research into the experience of 
abortion will become a key research area The leqalrsanon of abortion on demand has 
occurred and research on the experience of abortion and all its rmphcatrons Is vital for 
three main reasons 

Firstly the Choice on Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1996 promotes the provrsron of 
non-mandatory counselling before and after abortions are performed Thus health and 
social workers will need a theoretical framework for understanding the experience of 
abortion - In order to counsel women who are about to undergo. or who have Just 
undergone abortions Providers of abortion services also need an understanding of 
how women experience abortion In order that they can provide sensiuve services to 
rrururmze the distress of abortion 

A second related point Is that psychotherapists will also require such a theoretical 
framework as of the many hundreds of thousands of women who will now have legal 
abortions many may seek psycnotherapy to deal with their experience 

Thirdly there ,s a dearth of research on the experience of abortion In South Africa 
Prior to the 1990s research into this issue was practically non-existent In South Afr tea 
(there are still no local Journal articles on the experience of abortion) but obviously the 
change In leqrslano-: on abortion will alter this Taking into consideratron that abortion 
has only very recently been legalised In South Africa I after decades of cnrnmalrsatron 
and unrerruttmq moral stricture and amid considerable controversy) the f1nd1ng that 
abortion Is experienced differently In legal and illegal contexts (Gold-Steinberg 1991; 
Is crucial Given Soutn Africa's history It Is possible that abortion will be differently 
experienced nere tnan In countries Nhere It has long been legal 

DEFINING ABORTION. 
Abort.oo Is widely researched tnroughout the world within legal philosophical 
re:1g1ous neaitn wo~en's st.io.es social work and psychological perspectives 
Resea'ch on :re ex;:,erIence c: aooruon co ,e's exoerIences of therapeutic abortons 
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spontaneous abortions. induced abortions and In certain countries wnat are cnnur al 
(illegal) abortions as opposed to state authorised abortions Frequently researcr.ers de 
not distinguish between the type of abortion experience that their researcf 
encompasses For example some studies (see Speckhard 1987) erroneously research 
therapeutic and induced abortion cases simultaneously and ao net analyze the 
experiences separately Other studies include legal and Illegal abortions :n the same 
sample. when illegal abortions are known to be more stressful than legal abortions 
(Gold-Steinberg, 1991 ). 

The Concise Oxford Dictionary (1995 4) defines abortion as 'The expulsion of a 
foetus (naturally or especially by medical .nductron I from the womb before It ;s able tc 
survive independently especially In the first 28 weeks of a human pregnancy · The 
Choice on Terrninatron of Pregnancy Act ( 1996 4 i refers to abortion as tne · ter rnria'.I:.J:· 
of pregnancy" meaning " the separation ano expulsion by mec cal or s,;rg1cal 
means of the contents of the uterus of a pregnant woman 

For this literature search (wruct: went back as far as 1975) a particular kirid of abortior 
experience was specmed - namely induced abortion (abortion due to medical ir1d:.,ct·cr1 · 
wtrere the woman decides to have an abortion not for therapeutic reasons 

CRITICAL REVIEW OF LITERATURE ON THE EXPERIENCE OF ABORTION. 
Abortion Is widely researched around the world however research on the woman's 
experience of abortion forms only a small part of the total research on abcruon VVn1le 
attitudes. responses and experiences of all actors connected to the woman 11na:e 
partner nurses. therapists I are mvestrqated there ;s not enough ernohasrs on the 
woman herself 

This may be a symptom of women's issues typically being s.cehneo :n rnarnstrearn 
research, or It could flow from a perception I er :rideed from a prescription of ce.te.o 
feminists (see Keller 1985]1 that only women should research womens issues anc 
there are fewer female than male researchers 111 academia Alternatively researcrunq 
the experience of abortion requires a quaruatve approacn and there are fev.er 
quahtatrve than quantuatrve researchers 

The political nature of abortion research. 
Psychological research 111 the US Is beco1·1,ng mcreasmqty involved In debates 
surrounding abortion Fmcmqs from psychoioq.cal research are conveyed to policy 
makers. and there Is a strong link between psycholoq.cal research and court deers o· ,s 
In light of this the polmca interference Ir1 abortion that has occurred In the past arc 
may continue In the future ,s tcJ be viewed 111 a ·,e11· serious r,ght 

While recoqrusmq that abo1tI011 researcr Is mherently polttrcal one Is still drsturoeo u 
discover the extent of overt porn.cal 111te1fe1e11ce In abortion research f-or examp!e tne 
conservative Reagan adm.msn atI011 In tl1e 1980s attempted to suppress resear en 0·1 
abortion (Adler et al 1992 as psvcl.oloqrcal research was drscovenno that abo11,0·1 
had no long term damag111c1 psychol0CJ1Cal effects on women (Surularly in n1e , ~18Us 
research on abortion 1n Suutli Afr1r:a te11rjf:c1 to nave a str onq conservauve l, as 
Research titles linked abort.on ,v1th pornoo: apny riomosexuahty arid euthanasia, T n.s 
raises the issues of the p;l1t1cal uses to ·,,vt1,cr1 psycnoloqical research Is ~ u: a' J 
cord.trons under wt11cr, aTJ •1;etlir1rJs wt1u,:t.y It Is apprc1prIate tnr 1,sy:' 1 :-a 



orqansatrons to render explicit their stance on matters of pressing social concern (see 
for example Prrlleltensky 1989 Fox & Prilleltensky 1996 Jones. 1996. Kendler 1996 
O'Donohue & Dyslin 1996a&b Smith. 1996) 

Abortion 1s an extremely emotive issue politicallv charged and divisive Pro-life and 
pro-choice advocates not infrequently meet at the barricades With occasionally fatal 
consequences For researchers to claim neutrality 1n this field is almost impossible 
Broadly speaking research on abortion stems from three main perspectives feminist 
r e.iqrous and medical/health It 1s usually easy to discern the perspective of 
researchers or authors being either pro-choice or pro-life Feminist researchers are 
necessarily pro-choice while orthodox religious authors are overwhelmingly pro-life 
Medical / health researchers have representatives of both the pro-life and pro-choice 
stance ·n their ranks 

Key issues of current research interest in abortion. 
South Africa has seen a dramatic increase 1n research on abortion over the past six 
years Current research interests are focused on four main areas The first area 1s the 
influence that abortion on demand Will have on public health services and health 
workers that 1s the health development irnphcanons of abortion (see Kay 1994 le 
Roux 1995, The second area 1s the changing leg1slat1ve and constrtutional framework 
/see Leyshon 1990 Cope 1993 Sark117 19951 The third 1s social work concerns 
pnrr.antv the necessity for pre- and post-abortion counselling for women (see Taylor 
1996 Townsend. 1996) The fourth area of current interest 1s the experience of 
abortion Two Masters theses are being undertaken at present (Butler-Smith 1994 
McCulloch. 19961 while one honours thesis has been completed (Townsend 1996) 

Further subsidrary areas of research have focused or abortion as a human rights issue 
1 Makanni 1993) and as a moral and ethical dilemma for society (Swanepoel 1983 
Botha 1988) Finally attitudes of various sectors of society for example students (Du 
Preez 19931. health workers (Walker 1993) and reliqious groups (Ganga 1995) have 
also been researched 

Current .nternatronal research has two main threads The first 1s social psychological 
focusing or, the psychology of the pro-life movement It 1s research that attempts to 
understand why people J01n and remain 111 this movement and what leads them to 
violent protest action (see Cairn 1981 Maxwell 19941 The second thread of research 
1s concerned with the psychological response to abortion that 1s. the abortion 
experience understood either as an aspect of normal stress and coping or withm a 
psychopathotoqica: framework 

The psychopatholoqrcal effects of abortion specrticatly post-abortion syndrome have 
been widely researched (see Speckhard 1985 W1s1elewsk1 1992 Doherty 1995) 
Research on osycholoqica! responses to abortion Within a normal stress and coping 
framework has been done by Lodi McGett1gan & Bucy / 1985) Burnell & Norfleet 
,1987) Osofsky & Osofsky /19871 Kesselman 11990; Armsworth /1991) Williams 
11991 J A:J!er 119921 Miller 119921 Further research 1n this area has focused on 
decision-rnakmq about abortion ( see Hosruko 1993 Gilligan & Belenky 1994 
Smetana. 1994 Rivera 19951 
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Beyond the scope of the experience of abortion rnternatronal researcn has focused on 
attitudes of for example different genders (Walzer 1994) students ( Bailey 1993) ar:d 
abortion counsellors (Jones 1982) towa rds abortion Again there Is on-going research 
on the moral, ethical. phrlosophical and reliqrous aspects of aocrtion Cross-cultural 
research on abortion has examined differences across cultures In attitudes towards 
abortion ( see Newman 1991 F assbender 1994 Rylko-Bauer 1996; Various 
researchers have also examined questions relating to men and aoortron Researcn 
themes include male attitudes towards abortion the effects on women of partner 
support for the abortion and male partners' appraisal of the pregnancy and abortion 
and the irnplrcations this has for women's adjustment to abortion I see Major Cozz ar e!l 
& Testa, 1992 Cozzarellt. Karrasch. Sumer & Major 1994 HoIt 1994 

Key theoretical perspectives on the experience of abortion. 
Turning specifically to research on the psychological response to abortion much of :t 
has been descriptive rather than theory-based According to Adler David Major and 
Roth ( 1992) there are two broad theoretical perspectives that underlie research on the 
psychological response to abortion The first perspective Is based on psychoanalytic 
theory Such research inevrtably concludes that :he experience of abornon leads :::i 
long-term psycbopatholoq.es In women - usually a form of post-traurnat.c stress 
disorder Is posited (post-abortion syndrome) The second perspective interprets the 
experience of abortion within a framework of normal stress and coping This tends to tie 
the more recent work, and generally concludes that the experience of abort.on has no 
long-term psychological effects on women 

Differences In the two perspectives (psychopatr-oroqy versus normal stress and coping, 
rrnpmqe on how abortion Is perceived Adherence to a particular perspective affects the 
kinds of questions asked and the methodologies used to study the experience of 
abortion Speckhard ( 1987 1 for example sampled NO men wno reported experIencIrg 
psychological distress and looked almost exclusively at mdrcations of osvcno.occai 
distress (Adler et al 1992 ! Trus Is directly opposed to Lunneborg ( 19921 who Aas 
critrcrsed In the Book Review Digest 119931 tor only :::oncert'at,ng on the posinve 
aspects of the experience of abortion 

Researchers and their media. 
It Is mterestmq to «ient.ty who Is doing researcn 01° aoortron Of the researcn accesseo 
nrnety frve percent of rt was conducted by women All of the researchers anc autho's 
on the expenence of abortror In the attached o-bhoqraphy are women) Interestingly 
men tend to concentrate cm the moral issue and on health and devetoprne.u 
.rnoucations of abortion This rnay be due to the fact that abortion Is a feminist issue I• 
may also be that there are pr oblematrc methodolcqrcal issues - tne d1ff1cult1es of men 
mtervrewmq women on wrat s a tundarnentatry 'ernale exper.ence Further 1t ma, 
reflect the patriarchal bias sc:e F Iges 1 g;·c) [)a:y 1991 , the long tale cf .,·,ere 
attempting to control worner ~ rt"prorJuct1ve 1Iq•1t~ '.t'rcugr1 them ,s,r1g about aoortc. 
and throuqh researcf t111d111u~ 

As mentioned above tt1,,re :i,., rHi Soutr1 Af11c:ir1 JUJ1r1aI a11,cles c,11 1t1e experI(-n::e :J' 
abortion As abortion had alwdys tiee11 illegal 11 Sr1ut11 Afr u.a apart trorr: e"·e~ctc"a' 
cases I eg rape medical ·Ji: Iqe1 tu tflfe 111ot'ct,r 1 ,,,sr,arc:'' ·r,tr; •t,e e,ppr '"''C•,­ 
at)or11on was neither 1nst11ut,rwally ~ur1r,ur1erJ , ,r;r >·:i~, tc; rcjnrJ, .: 



F,ere are six rna.r ,nternat1onal Journals where research on the experience of abortion 
s published These are the Journal of Social Relations. Journal of Social Issues. 
Journal of Counselling and Development Women and Therapy Psychology and 
Human Development and Family-Systems-Medicine All are psychologically 
oriented .ourna!s The author did not find a link betweer doctoral theses being 
undertaken on the experience of abortion and the same researchers publishinq Journal 
articles on their findrnqs There appears to be a paucity of Journal articles directly on 
the expenence of abortion 

Many of the books published on the experience of abortion are more journalistic than 
scholarly Winn 11988 J for example Is a freelance writer and journalist Such wntinq has 
been crmcrsed for a lack of methodological rigour (Book Review Digest 1993) This 
reflects the need for more scholarly research on abortion 

Evaluation of research methodologies. 
Without exception research exploring the experience of abortion employed quahtattve 
approaches The three main methodologies used were the case-study (Lincoln 1982) 
grounded-theory (Brennan 1989) and the phenomenological approach (Haber 1990) 
Qualitative research approaches are undoubtedly best placed to access and interpret 
-iurnan experience (see Taylor & Bogdan 1984. Silverman. 1993) 

The research design framework for researching the experience of abortion was usually 
based on pre-abortion events the abortion itself and post-abortion events 

Research samples ranged from single case-studies to samples of thirty women Sample 
make-up rar-qed from being specif:c groups , students adolescents .nner-cuy 
teenagers) to being completely varied across ethruciues socro-econormc statuses and 
ages 
It Is desirable that researchers specify the cornposrtion of their samples for example 
that the sample relates to ado!escents or .nner-city teenagers This kind of 
specification ,s vital In light of tindinqs such as those of Franz and Reardon's ( 1992) 
that adolescents report greater severity of psychological stress than adults after 
undergoing an abortion 

Sampling procedures also vaneo A number of American researchers approached 
women through abortion health clinics Nh1le convenience sampling and snowballing 
procedures were also employed On sampling procedures - sampling from one abortion 
clinic Is problematic 1f the researcher attempts to generalize her tmdrnqs since the 
experience of abortion Is likely to be mediated by the environment In which It occurs 
and the attitude and behaviour of health professionals Further research needs to be 
sensmve to the issue of how rmrnec.ate environmental influences affect the experience 
of abonon 

Data collection n these studies occurred mainly through mtervrewinq Interviews 
ranged from focused to semi structured to non -structured and in-depth Sometimes 
mterviewmq was combined with administering questronnaires (see Burnell & Norfleet 
1987 Gold-Steinberg 1991 J Such questionnaires were mostly clinical measures for 
example W1!l1ams 11991.1 used the Gnef Expenence Inventory while Smetana ( 1994) 
usec Coen ran 's Current Pregnancy Pesoiuuor. Decision Quest,onna"e to assess 
dec.sion-rnakmq I" addrt.or- to nterviewmo Brennan : 1989 i Marguerite ( 19941 and 
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Avalos-Bock ( 1995) incorporated women's dreams and artwork and accessed women s 
private discourse on abortion going beyond the public abortion debate 

The trrrunq of data collection differed among researchers Some researchers samplea 
women wno had had abortions between two weeks and four years prior to InteuIe·1.1ng 
(Eibel 1992) and between one and twelve years prior to mtervrewmq (Brennan 19891 
Demb (1991) interviewed all her particrpants within a week of having an abortion Nh:,e 
Pellet and Michault (1975) actually spoke to women wrule they were undergoing the 
abortion1 Miller ( 1992) employed a lonq.tudinal approach and conducted .nterviews In 
the weeks following the diaqnosis of the pregnancy two weeks following the abortion 
and finally two to three months after Hie abortion 

The nrrunq of data collection Is important given Osofsky and Osofsky s 11973 i touow­ 
up study 'Nh1ch found that women's attitudes changed little after the firs, two '"0nths 
following the abortion This implies that 1f there Is an attitude change 1t v.1I, occur w1th r 
the first two months and 1t Is therefore important tnat researchers coliect data a, !east 
two months after the abortion It 1s suggested that the lonqitudmal approach adopted oy 
Miller ( 1992) Is the best approach because discrete moments of the experience car 
most accurately be picked up obvratinc retrospective cistortron of exper .ence 

CONCLUSION. 
Researchers on the experience of abortion should be mindful of a number of issues 
Firstly that clarity about one's own presoppos.noris concerning abortion Is necessary 
and that the burden of responsibrhty to conduct valid and reliable research Is 
particularly acute given that such results are frequently used In the formulation o1 pub.c 
policy Secondly careful crstrnctrons must be made between spontaneous tt-erapeut:c 
and induced abortion experiences Thirdly caution rr-ust be exercised In general.s,r,g 
from particular samples of women Finally tne tImIng of data collection Is .rnponam as 
allowing too great a lapse of time between tr.e experience and the data co.lect.cr. 
raises the possrb.hty of d.stortron In memory 

REFERENCES. 

Abortion Rights Action Group rARAC, : October 1995: Annual Newsletter Caoe 
Town 

Choice on Termmanor )f Pregnancy Act !November 19961 Government Gazette 
377(17602) 1-10 

Daly M ( 1991: Gyn/ecology: Tthc metaethics of radical feminism l oncon 
Women's Press 

F1ges E ( 1970) Patriarchal attitudes: Women in society Lori don Faber 

Fox D R & Prrlleltens} y I 1 199fi I I tie 1nescapaDle nature of pot.ucs In psycro 0,]1 A 
response to O'Donohuo d11r1 Uysl1r1 New Ideas in Psychology 14(1) 2' ~·1, 

Jones S l 11996) Po1.t1r:a, r e soi.inons rn,dap1,ys1cs science and t•·e Af'A A '"'5, ~rs,c. 
to O'Donohue and Dys:« New Ideas in Psychology 14(1) 11 1'. 



Keller E F 119851 Reflections on gender and science New Haven. Conn Yale 
University Press 

Kendi er H H r 19961 The pohtrcs of the APA self-inflicted wounds A response to 
O'Donohue and Dyslm New Ideas in Psychology 14(1) 27-29 

0 Donohue W & Dyslin C I 1996a; Abortion boxing and Zionism Polrncs and the APA 
New Ideas in Psychology 14(1) 1-10 

0 Donohue W & Dysl1n C I 1996b J Reply to our commentators New Ideas in 
Psychology 14(1) 31 33 

Prrheltenskv 1119891 Psychology and the status quo American Psychologist 44(5) 
795-802 

Silverman D I 1993) Interpreting qualitative data: Methods for analysing talk, text 
and interaction London Sage 

Smith M B I 1996) Comment on O Donohue and Dyslm New Ideas in Psychology. 
14(1) 17-19 

Taylor SJ & Bogdan R 11984) Introduction to qualitative research methods and 
the search for meaning New York Wiley 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Erperience of eootucn 

Avalos-Bock L R 119951 Outside the abortion debate Language women's voices. and 
the experience of abortion I Doctoral drssertatoo Northwestern University 1994 ! 
Dissertation Abstracts International SG-07 A 29Q3 3146 

Bona .. og11a A 119911 The choices we made New York Random House 

Brennan K S 11939 1 Integrating ambivalence L1v1ng With the abortion experience 
/Doctoral drssertation University of Arizona 1988 I Dissertation Abstracts 
International 28 03 0405-0521 

Butler-Srruth U I 19941 The abortion experience: A follow-up study On-qornq 
Masters dissertation University of Cape Town 

Demo J-M 11991, Abortion ·n mnercrtv adolescents What the girls say Family­ 
Systems-Medicine 9(1) 93-102 

Eggebroteri A 1994, Abortion - my choice, God's grace London New Paradigm 
Books 

53 



Eibel, L R (1992) Adolescents' experience of abortion (Doctoral oissertatron MGH 
Institute of Health Professions 1991) Dissertation Abstracts International 
30-04, 1289-1412 

Gold-Steinberg S E ( 1991) Legal and illegal abortion Coping With the impact of soc.a 
pohcies on women's lives. (Doctoral crssertanon University of M1ch1gan 199G, 
Dissertation Abstracts International. 57-03A 1108-14 7 4 

Haber, M (1990) A woman's experience of a criminal abortion Unpublished Masters 
dissertation. University of Pretoria 

Hatcher. S L M ( 1972; The adolescent experience of pregnancy and acornon A 
developmental analysis ( Doctoral drssertauon University of M1ch1gan 1 9;· 1 
Dissertation Abstracts International. 33-09B 4507-4662 

Karnalucdin, SF (1995) Women's experiences of abortion 1n urban Malaysia iDoctora, 
dissertation, University of Cahtorrua 1994) Dissertation Abstracts International 56- 
11A 4567-4851 

Lunneborg PW (1992) Abortion: a positive experience London Bergin & Garvey 

Marguerite D (1994) A naturanstrc enquiry into the abortion experience 1n tr-e i ves oi 
nine women (Doctoral o.ssertatron Uruver srty of Oregon 19931 Dissertation 
Abstracts International 55-11 A 3417 35;·8 

McCulloch. lJ R (19961 Women's experience of abortion in South Africa: An 
exploratory study On-going Masters crssertauon Un,vers1ty of Cape Town 

Messer. E (1988) Back rooms: Voices from the illegal abortion era New Y:Jr, S• 
Martin's Press 

Nathanson S ( 1990) Soul crisis: One woman's journey through abortion to 
renewal London Signet 

Neustatter A (1986) Mixed feelings: The experience of abortion Londc'l P ,1::0 
Press 

Osofsky H J & Osofsky J D (Eds) i E1t"J I The abortion experience: Psychological 
and medical impact New York Harper & Rov, 

Taylor G ( 1996) Women's experience of abortion: A qualitative study. O11-go,rc, 
Masters drssertat.on Rl10,Jes l Iruvct sttv fast London 

Terjestarn Y C i 19':J 1 1 f 'r uir1.:ir1cy ,rnd at,ort1on psychodynarrnc correlates o1 '.U: 

woman's expenence ut dl:t:l1v,, early terr11111at1on of lier pregnancy , Duc·:·lr a' 
orssertatron l unds lJr11vE·1 ;,,tv 1 'J'Jll; Dissertation Abstracts International ',3 ,1 · (' 
0176-017! 



Townsend K ( 1996) A phenomenological enquiry into the experience of abortion 
and the need for counselling Unpublished Honours dissertation Rhodes University 
Grahamstown 

Winn D ( 1988) Experiences of abortion London Optima 

Decision making about abortion 

Gilligan C & Belenky M F ( 1994) A naturalistrc study of abortion decisions In Puka, B 
led1 Caring voices and moral frames: Gilligan's view. Moral development: a 
compendium. Rochester Garland 

Hosruko S (1993) Our choices: Women's personal decisions about abortion New 
York Harnng:on Park Press 

Keairns. Y E ( 1980) Reflective decrsion making An ernprrical phenomenological study 
of the decision to have an abortion (Doctoral dissertation Duquesne University 1919) 
Dissertation Abstracts International 41-058 1896-226 7 

Smetana J G ( 1994) Reasoning 1n the personal and moral domains adolescent and 
young adult women's decision-making regarding abortion In Puka. B (ed) Caring 
voices and moral frames: Gilligan's view. Moral development: a compendium. 
Rochester Garland 

Psvcnotoqicet response to abortion 

Adler NE 11992) Abortion a case of crises and toss? An exarnmauon of empirical 

evidence In Montada L F1l1pp SH & Lerner M J (eds) Life crises and experiences 
of loss in adulthood. Hillsdale Lawrence Erlbaurn Associates 

Armsworth M W ( 1991 , Psychological response to abort.on Journal of Counselling 
and Development 69(4) 377-379 

Burnell G M & Norfleet M A 11987) Womens self-reported responses to abortion 
Journal of Psychology 121 71-76 

Dixon P N & W1ll1ngham-Welborn S D (19891 The impact of abortion on social 
interest Psychology and Human Development 2(2) 77 -83 

Doherty P 1995) Post-abortion syndrome: Its wide ramifications Backrock Four 
Courts 

Franz W & Reardon D ( 19921 Differential impact of abortion on adolescents and 
adults Adolescence 27(105) 161-172 

55 



Givler T L (1987) Aoort.or and college worner A psychosocial study .Doctoral 
dissertation. C rty University of New York 1986 i Dissertation Abstracts International 
48-03A. 07 4 7-0988 

Kesselman. I (1990) Grief and loss issues for abortion Omega 21(3) 24'.-247 

Lincoln. E ( 1982) A case study of reproductive experience of women 1.-t:c ha ,e hao 
three of more induced abortions (Doctoral dissertatron University of f)1ttsburgt1 1 981 1 
Dissertation Abstracts International. 44-04A. 0991-1174 

Lodi K M McGett1gan A & Bucy J (1985; Women's responses to aootor 
implications for post-abortion support groups Journal of Social Work and Human 
Sexuality 3(2-3) 119-132 

Miller. W B ( 1992) An ernorncal study of tne psycbotoorca antecedents anc 
consequences of induced abortion Journal of Social Issues 48(3) b1· -93 

Osofsky J D & Osofsky H J ( 198/ J No Tne osycholoqrcal reaction of patients to 
legalised abortron.rn Walsh MR (ed) The psychology of women: Ongoing debates. 
New Haven Yale University Press 

Pellet J & Michault D / 19751 About abortion Evolution-Psychiatrique 40( 3) 58~-- 
602 

Rivera M J ( 1995) Conception pregnancy dec.s.on-rnak.nq and oos: ac::::~ 0" 
response among women whc have underqone s1·,gle repeat and mu'tiple vo.untary firs, 
trimester acortrons (Doctora. crssertanon C ty Uruver srty of New Yon, , 994, 
Dissertation Abstracts International 56-10B s-80-5993 

Speckhard A C (1985! The psycho-social aspects of stress touowmq abort.or: 
(Doctoral drssertatron Unrversity of Minnesota 1984: Dissertation Abstracts 
International 46-07A 2090-:.:J07 

Was1elewsk1 P L ( 1992 J Post aoort.or syndrome ernctronai cattes over ,nteract,ori 
and ideology Journal of Social Relations 18(2) 101 129 

Williams. G B 11991 J Induced eiecuve abornor and per.natal gr1e' 1 abortion: 1 Doctoral 
drssertanon New York Un1ve1 s.ty 1 ~JlJ() 1 Dissertation Abstracts International 5~ 
03B 1796 1420 

l.nereture surveys on ebottio» 

Adler N I:.: David H P Ma10: H N & f<olt1 S H I I 'J9J Psyct1oloy,cal factors r1 
abortion a review American Psychologist 47(10) 1194 1 ::'Cl4 

Ferreira M 119851 Abortion and family planning: A literature study ~''e10r,a HSRC 

Sacndev P 11981 , Abortion Readinqs and research h"J'll(J [3,JtlerwrnH,s 



Shusterman L R I 197G I The psychosocial factors of the abortion experience A critical 
review Psychology-of-Women-Quarterly 1 (1) /9-106 

T urr e. S C 11990 I Emotional response to abortion a cnucal review of the literature 
Women and Therapy 9(4) 49-68 

Winter F B 119881 Psychological and medical aspects of induced abortion: A 
selective, annotated bibliography, 1970-1986 Hahn 

AbortJOn and public health 

Kay B J I 1994) The public health consequences of illegal abortion Urbanisation and 
Health Newsletter 20 27-29 

Le Roux J P / 1995, Abortion on demand In South Africa A dilemma? The Social 
Work Practitioner-researcher 8(2) 130 -146 

Abortion and the South Afncan legal framework 

Cope J 11993) A matter of choice: Abortion law reform in Apartheid South Africa 
Pieterrnaritzburq Hadeda Books 

l.eysnon D J I 1990) Abortion: In search of a constitutional doctrine Paper 
presented at the Family Law Seminar Grahamstown 

Report of the Ad Hoc Select Committee on Abortion and Sterilization ( 19951 
Pretoria Government Printer 

Sark.n J J : 19951 The effect of a constitution and bill of rights on abortion in 
South Africa: a comparative study Unpubhsried Doctoral dissertauon. University of 
the Western Cape Bellville 

Abortion as a human nghts and ethical issue 

Botha L J 119881 Theological ethical problems surrounding the origin, existence 
and passing of human life Unpublished Masters dissertation University of Pretoria 

Makatrru. L I 19931 Abortion as a human rights issue Agenda 17 18-22 

Swanepoel A M E : 1953! Abortion as an ethical problem Unpublished Masters 
cis sertancn U-11vers1ty of Pretoria 

Att1tud'3s t'Jwards abortion 

Balley W-T · 19931 College students attitudes toward abortion Journal of Social 
Behaviour and Personality 8(4) 749-75F) 

Du Preez J VJ 119931 The attitude of UOFS students towards abortion Or iqomq 
Masters drsser'anor University of the Or anqe Free State Bloemfontein 



Ganga R D I 19951 Hindu views on euthanasia, suicide and abortion in the Durban 
area Unpublished Doctoral d,ssertat,o'l Un1vers1ty of South Atr.ca Pr etona 

Jones A M / 1982: Attitudes of abort.o. counsetlor s and their .vor} role D:::::::;ra 
dissertation University of M1ch1ga11 · 981 Dissertation Abstracts International 
OTA 2238-2390 

Walker. E (1993) The responses and understandings of a group of primary health 
care nurses, based in Soweto, to the issue of abortion Ur,p~uI s!-ed Mas'.e'c 
dissertanon. Uruver sty of the W1twatersrar,c1 Jo',am,esourg 

Walzer S ( 1994 / 1 rE: rote of ger1w,r :1 JE:!e"- n : q abor: or at'. :c.de, Social Science 
Quarterly 75(3) 68~ -'393 

The psychology of the> Pro-ltfe movemeu; 

Cairns A L (1981 ! F1ght1ng to: life 1decIogy sociai networks and rec·,,:·, er: c· 
actrvists to a pro-life movement orqar.zaucr , Doctoral drssertatron State LJr, ,e: _ :, --' 
New York at Buffalo 1980 / Dissertation Abstracts International 42 :,45 1 E: ·, :_ 1 ~ :, 

Maxwell C J C (1994) Meaning and mot.vauor In pro life drect 2ct1O· ,[)::~:::'a 
dissertauon Washington University 1993, Dissertation Abstracts International '-' - 
11A 3553--4131 

Cross-cultural stuoie: on abortion 

Fassbender P 11994, lntercultural d1tfe·en,ces ,:· tne broetrucal assessmer.' v at::.,--: J1- 
Prehrrunary results and a proposal for u.nner researcn Perceptual and Motor Skills 
79(3,1) 1375-1381 

Newman L F (19911 Histonca: and cross-c:ui'.ura perspectives on aooruor Ir, Stco:1a:-J 
N I (ed) Psychiatric aspects of abortion issues in psychiatry. Wasr, "J'.·,: D C 
American Psvctuatr« Press 

Ryiko-Bauer H I1cJc1I-;, Abort.er: 'run, a ,,,,SS·C,J!tural perspect·,e A,1 rtr~,"=: ,,, 
Social Science and Medicine 42(4) .\ ', 4,,: 

Men and ebotuon 

Cozzarell: C Karr,L u1 A S,.·;,er N ·~ Ma,r;r fl 19941 The mean:r;i ar J ,. ~.a~-- 
partner's accomr);:,n,p1ent or .vo1110n s ic11,,st1rn·11t :o abortion Journal of Applied 
Social Psychology 24(22) ~'IJ:Jil-'.'IJ'ii 

Holt C T (1(J~i41 Mdi~'-:, \."'It]() aC('(JIT1;1,:HI'; n --~1r ~,;Jrtr1ers 1n t'le anc,-i ,: -.e~< ; . 

ex1stent,al perspertIv,, 1[le,c:tr1rdl rJ,s ,,,r:,1,,, S:-J,t,r'J·,, I' st,11.:e ·c,c,-. Dissertation 
Abstracts International '. 'H ' ',, .r' ' ,,;, 



Major B Cozzarell: C & Testa M (1992) Male partners' appraisals of undesired 
pregnancy and abortion lmphcations for women's adjustment to abortion Journal of 
Applied and Social Psychology 22(8) 599-614 

History of abortion 

Bradford H 11990 April) Herbs, knives and plastic: 150 years of abortion in South 
Africa Paper presented at the Africa Seminar Cape Town 

Bradford H ( 1991) Her body, her life: 150 years of abortion in South Africa 
Durban Gender Research Group University of Natal 

Abortion 1n context 

Goosen M & Klugmar B I 1996) The South African women's health book Cape 
Town Oxford University Press 

Tietze C 119861 Induced abortion: A world review New York Alan Guttmacher 
Institute 

59 




