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This book is a practical and down-to-earth introduction to the major forms of 
abuse and neglect which fall under the broad umbrella of child maltreatment. 
Issues relating to the clinical presentation. differential diagnosis, and clinical 
management of child abuse and neglect arc dealt with in a systematic, although 
somewhat cursory, fashion with separate ch;,pteh being g11t':1 over to each of the 
major abuse categories. 

Althougb the text consurute-, a uscfui introdu. tion to tilt' t1cld. the a1:tlwr, foll 
<ornewhat short of achieving their ,t;tted ,,h!<::Ctive· t h a t i,. of pr nviding 
pracnuoners with a detailed worktnt'. :::,:i!u:i: t,,r tn-. detc.>c!tfln ,ind management of 
child abuse cases. The main r ca-on f,,r t'•:, ,h1,r:.:urrnng 1s that the author, fall into 
:h~ t r ap - not uncommon 111 the ficlt: - ,)! ;:ttempting to condense too m.ich 
inforrnanon into 11111 small a space As:, ,~sui1 {a1 complex proce s-cs, such a., f,1r 
example the diagnostic prnce-,-, in child sexual .ibuse. arc reduced to simp:c 
che ckhst-, of pr occdurv-: (h) unpor tar.t background and contextual factors /for 
example, the social context of rnah r e at me n., cthicai and theor e tical concerns) are 
either ignored or given o n ly cursory ::tten\1()17, and (c) a crucial ide ogr aphic 
perspective is sacrificed in favour of the vagarie, of nomotheric description 

In this context, the text 1, best viewed ;1, a us•'f'.il "vtartcr-kit' for those who would 
like t o farruhar ive themselves with d1agnos1,c and management issues in child 
maltreatment. The serious reader or conce rne d practitioner will, I have little 
doubt, be less than satisfied with t his uur oduction and will be required to 
supplement their reading hy referring to more detailed and specialised text-, on the 
topic 
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