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EDITORIAL 

l .m or tu nctclv. w,· -t.ut tlm 1"11,· oi l'l'\S with ;1 c1>111mcnt about the irrati<lnal. 
\"t th,· 1rr:1t111nal ;1, th;,, un,·;1n11y "hJl'Cl of p,l'clwan;.l\'ti,· discours«, but the 
.r r a t i on a l :.i, ,ecr1:rngl1 ra t ion a: public d i s cou r vc The pu hl i,. discourse of 
educati!,ll:d pol in :1rlil 1:1,· c1111trol 111 krwwkdgc as ernhod.cd in the S:\l'SE system 
h 1,ha< is he:ng rdcrr,·rl ill. 111 111,· nlitori;d of 1'11\S 17 I !<l113), w,· mentioned that 
Pl'\S ";1, nr-t turnnl d,,111: Inr S,\l'SI ac,Tcdit:1tion during l'N~ for the foll"wl!:g 
rc;,s,,:1. "\ot ;i re"·;"ch j•,urr:;,; r•.,cks are mostly t.ir the pr actinonc r cg case 
,••.1di,·,. gc,1cr;d rc:1 in, "" ;, ,:iecitic field of k1111wkdge, etc" The pr occdur« tor 
'tl·crcdiL1tilln i\ iha: ai._\idc·rnil\_ <,r ;111!\-l'r'-.ity rc.carch offtl'C\ ,111 actdl'r11ic~ 1)~llalt, 
rr1:1,:,· ,11h1111,sio1l\ t" th,· '.>tat•i ll,·1i:1rrm,·11t of lducauon for the ii1Cl11'1on ol anv 
JOUrn:il;, unto th:: S:\l'SL s11h,idv lht. fournah thcrn-clvc • mav 11111 :ipply dircctlv. 
The -uccc-,-. or failure "I .rccr c di t.u iou is communicated to the nnivcrvitics, and 
:t\.2~1in, f!()[ !() the jr1urnal/:-i. 

\Ln,, subrni-sinn-, \\ere made duruu; !')()_, and ll/'1-l tor l'l:\S's inclusion in the 
Sr\PSE listing, :,gain t,, he' rdu,cd llf, '.he same grnunll'> a, stated ahow" Beside, 
t11e i:!a:JcquaC\ of a one-1:nn (ir 1rat:rJ11alc f11r rcJc·ct1lln, one wllrnkrs whc111cr the 
,l'\;c",ccr, l'\t'll h•1thunl t11 read l'I. ·s. The wh,,lc proc,·" ,1f sc·c~111g accred1tat1on 
!' if1crcdibl\· c1.1rnher,nm,·. :1:1d d,·,.,1d ot th:11 now C(1r11rnon South :\frican pr:.ictice 
,,:· "tran,parenc,' Wii11 1c\1ew, 1hc 11111rn:il/,'l; llow are the r,·,·1,:wns sckcted''; 
What c.1ter1a arc used 111 the evaluatirn1 of journals'l; Whv i, there no rccour,c to 
the committee or per,.,11s resp"nsihk Im adrnini'>tering the SAl'SL accreditation 
\\stem'.', rlo\t dfect1\C' 1s the pu:il1cat1on accreditation ,vstem as a funding 
rncrhanism for tertrarv education instllutions'1 These arc Just some of the questions 
that need to he put to the· education :lllthoritie,, and rn particular the National 
Cnmmission 011 Higher Educat11,n. 

Baudrillard wrntc an es,;t\ entitled "Forget Foucault", only to have \1ichael Billig 
enti•lc a l1/ll4 article ,,f h1', "Sod Baudrrllard" If onlv l'l;l,iS, and anv other Journals 
on w oft the ;1ccred1tat1or1 11,t, could deal with SAPSL hy "forgetting" or "sodding" 
::, ,11mc pr11t,:ress rrnght h,· made Hut the irrationalitv, opac1tv and realir1· of 
S.-\l'SI. preclt;lk, the· Cllll\l'llicn,e ,,t ,uch respon,e,. With the i11crt·a,1ng financial 
sl;,1eol' that un1wr·.1t!n arc npniencing, acatkmic, cannot hut he drawn into the 
econr,m1c imperative, r,: the Si\l'Slc sy\tem. When most univcrsitin Judge the 
worth of therr acadernic ,udt h1 tww many SAPSL p11hlication, thev produce each 
year, 1t h not ,11rpr1,111g that a more thoroughgorng dehatr: and criticism of thr: 
S,\PSL i, n<l\\herr: to he l,1111HI. Th,· pruhlem, of the power/knowlnlge nexus that 
uµerate, ti,ruugh S,\l'SL b all tou cv1ucnt in the many rnmmcnt, that PINS ha, 
re•x:,·ed fr,,111 ·;,.,tc .. 111:il ,111th11r," s:1,111~. th;t! thev cm1·1 p11hl1sh i11 Pl ·s, hec111sc 



we aren't SAPSL accredited' It would "L'Clll that some co11testat1un of the SAPS[ 
system of accrcduauon of publicauon- i, 111 order, 1f onlv lo gel clarny about how 
the system i, meant lo function It 1, difficult lo xc c h(m S.-\PSE, in its present 
form, function-, in the intcresr-, ol wriung. puhli,hing and crnica] -cholar ship. 

Anyway, back lo the real world'! The articles in this issue of Psychology in society 
all have something to say about the way in which human identitv i, constituted, and 
the impact thi-, has on how people live, and al the same time tr, to make sense of, 
their social lives. The acknowledgement of the multiple and inconsistent 
development of identity allows for the emergence of a less pa,,ive conception of 
the role of the individual in "shaping" identity. In the most theoretical of the three 
"identity" articles puhlished here, Johan van Wvk force, u, to return lo the 
neglected work of Vo l o s i nov, to reclaim a s oc i a l reading of identity. The 
implication of Volosinov's work i, that it locate, identitv within the diffcr e ntiauon 
of signs in the social world. For example. a, van Wvk wr rt e s: "Individual idenutv 
depends on identification with other, out- idc of 1t,elf Ill the ,<ic1al domain Thi, 
means that the identity ot an individual i, e"cnualh non-comcidc mul with usclf." 

The thcorcticul import of thc-,c procl',,e, of ,1g11ii1cat1on arc gi\en empirical and 
practical mL·aning in the article h\ Ann le ve t t on st1g111at1,at1on, and m the 
fascinating analysis of <tude nt-,' ,e.xual pr acuce-, 1n Wood and lostcr. ar ucle 
Levell challenge, the hegemony ut a conception ol p,ychological trauma following 
sexual ahu,e:" .. the very notion of pwch"log1cal trauma (or damage) a, the 011/1. 

major and 11111,,e,.111/ consequence of xexu.r! ahu,e i, a text of '-l1gmatizauon which 
in itself con-utute, a violence of re pre ccntatiou." She wea\·e, a -ubile ;;rgumcn: 
about the ncce"1tv of dccontrucun.; the hrnader ,oc1;il 1111pl1c;1t1<nh of slip:1;1, ;rnu 
especially the intcrscctiuns with ,oc1al p<mcr. 

The gendered kisi, of social power 1, one of the lnci of Wood and l·o"!cr·, 'lu,h of 
<tude nts' ,,.. u;tl practice, regarding condom u-.c. and often non-u-r. C11\c11 the 
"subject po,1tion," of men and 1,omen. thn ,uggcst tk1t a more sen,1t1\·e ;;nJ 
complex underslanding of instilling ,afe snual practice, ;,nJ hah1t,, i, required 
The dialectic, of desire are such that am . .\IDS educauonal progr;;mmc that 
mainly deah with the transmission of information, and omit, the irrauonality of 
emotion and human pa-.sion is doomed, or at least sevcrclv lnrnted. For ex;;mple, 
in the words of Peter, from whom the lllk of Wood and Fo,tcr\ article come,: · 
heing the tvpe <>f lover who will assume sevnal poslli()n, ... and wh,1 move, around 
... they ( cond, ,m,) he come prnhlcm;;t1c . 

Martin TerrL· Blanche oifer, Pl"iS readers a u,eful guide w psvclrnlogv and 
related matter, rnrrcntlv availahle 011 the Internet. PI:"1.S will continue to update 
this inform;1t11111 and help reader, ( called "browser< 111 cvher,peak') make ,cn,e oi 
the avalancitL' "' 1nlmmat1ll11 w h1ch dail1 hec·omc, ;1\ ail;1hlc through the electrnn1c· 
media. Pl"iS " rnrrrntll imcsllgatin~ the logistic, of being a1·ailahie 111 elcctrun1c 
form for ,uh,c-rihn, 11ho would prefer th1, mode of aCCC'-". 

Thi, cditi()Jt .,f l'l:"I.S ;11'" co11ta1m an extended re\'icw article of two lt'xl, ,rn the 
early h1stor1 of pwclm;rnaly,1', and the (often forgotten) part pla\cd h1 wom<.'n 111 
this hiswr1 S11,a11 1';111 I.vi L11llh the ,cholar,hip of Freud's women. and 1, 
d1sappo111tnl h\ Janet Sa1ns' \lothning psJchoanalJSi\ 



SUBSCRIPT IONS AND SUBSCRIBERS. With the continual rise in printing and 
postage costs, independent journals arc particularly hard-hit to keep the price of 
their copy down. We would, therefore, like to encourage our readers to subscribe, 
and appeal to our current subscribers !O become DONOR SUBSCRIBERS by 
contributing as much as they would like to afford beyond the regular subscription 
rates so as to support the continued publication of what we consider to be an 
important conu ibution to psychology and related discussions. We thank those 
subscribers who have generously responded to our call for "donor subscriptions". 

BACK ISSlJES. We arc able to supply the following back numbers: 
PINS 3, PINS 5, PINS 8 to PINS I 'I. 
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