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EDITORIAL 

fhe African renaissance 1s upon us, and whether one reads it as ideas or attempts at 
economic revival. one cannot escape the reality which has been created within its 
purview There are many responses to the idea of an African renaissance being put 
forward by the ANG government, and especially as espoused by Deputy President 
Inabo Mbek1 The responses vary from uncrrtrcat championing of everything African. 
with too little debate about what the notion of "African" might designate, to suggestions 
that the African renaissance 1s merely a thinly d1sgu1sed affirmative action programme 
In some quarters the African renaissance 1s viewed as synonymous with Afrocentrism. 
and irnplicrtly, if not explicitly, an attack on everytlunq Eurocentric On the other hand, 1t 
Is seen by some as an attempt to encourage and entrench democratic governments on 
the continent that will at last try to alleviate the economic hardships suffered by millions 
of their citizens In short, the idea of the African renaissance can either be seen m 
reactionary terms as racist, or as an invitation to participate m the debate and creation 
of a non-racial, democratic society 

It rs not surprising, given South Africa's brutal history of racism and social drvisron, that 
the contrasting views of the African renaissance are already hardened' Whether 
intended or not, the African renaissance idea. holds much promise 1n the instability of 
what rt connotes "African", at least geographically pertaining to Africa: and 
"renaissance". at least historically associated with Europe Grasping the social 
contradtctions that make-up late 20tt1 century ceoneus: South Afnca. rather than trying 
to gloss over profound rustoncal and structural d1ff1cult1es facing the new society rn1ght 
take us further 1n building a truly Afrtcan society, anew It seems that any optrrrusrn 
associated with the African renaissance "project" will be proportional to the extent that 
the notion 1s not foreclosed, not already ossified 1n its definitional referents, but open to 
serious, playful and diverse attempts at mterpretauon 

The current political and economic realities of the DRC and Mozambique for example, 
to mention JUSt two African countries suggest that the African renaissance will be 
measured In terms of its ability to solve real. concrete problems facing many countries 
on this continent This rs not to undervalue the role of ideas After all pohtics rs the 
struggle over people's hearts and mmos and as every politrcran well knows, 
"knowledge 1s power" This partly explains why the access to and control over the 
knowledge production process rs so fraught and contested Sarne of these issues about 
knowledge power control. and Justice were r aised 1n PINS 22 ( 1997) by Stief er et al in 
their challenge to authorship and authority In South African psychology While not a 
direct response to their article. Andy Dawes 1n this issue of PINS, critically engages 
the issue of the "Africarusation of psychology" 1n both its political and epistemological 
drrnensions Dawes refuses the easier option of attributing blame to the power· 
knowledge nexus of Eurocentric psychological thought and instead discusses the 
htstoncnv of psychological theories together w1n1 the complexity of H1e1r applrcanon 111 
practice 1n local condrtrons These are complex issues and Dawes's article I a1ses more 



quosuoris than providinq seermnqly clear answers or solutions The debate about 
"psychology 1n Africa" Is Just beg1nn1ng and PINS would like to encourage contributions 
on this topical and important issue It is worth rerrundrnq ourselves that the discussions 
about psychology in Africa or psychology In the African renaissance isn't only about 
"Africanisatron'', however understood. but should also take into account the relatively 
neglected axes of gender and class It Is not Just that Eurocentric ideas have been 
problematic 1r1 their African settings, but that bourgeois (psychological) theories have 
always struggled to offer much to working class cornrnurut.es (even In Europe and 
America) 

The pohtics of knowledge was also clearly evident at the Change Psychoanalytic 
perspectives conference In Cape Town In April this year Gavin Ivey In his report on 
this conference makes mention of the tension between those concerned with the 
"imposition" of psychoanalytic culture In the South African context and those who see 
little problem with either the appr opnateness or adaptability of psychoanalys.s to local 
conditions On the surface psychoanalysis might appear even more Eurocentric and 
esoteric In its concerns than even psychology, and with seemingly little to offer In local 
settings This would be an overly hasty assessment as we only have to think about the 
radical ends to which psychoanalytic ideas were put by Frantz Fanon In the 1950s The 
question is not whether psychoanalysis, or any other Eurpoean, Anglo-American or 
non-African theory is able to be applied In local contexts, but rather what theoretical 
tools - local and foreign - we need to develop adequate analyses of our own social and 
psychological circumstances and problems? 

On a more empirical note. this issue of PINS publishes two papers that deal with some 
of the experiential dimensions of living in South Africa In the first. Pravaru Naidoo 
utilises discourse analysis to elucidate the everyday lived-experience of divorced 
mothers as single-parents She analyses these mothers' experiences through the 
tensions and contradictions evident in the competing themes of demands versus 
responsibrhty. self-nurturance versus self-actuahsation and the leg1t1mat1on of smote­ 
parent status Naidoo's qualitative study can also be read as a social psychological 
study of the microcosm of many of South Africa's social ills smgle-parenthood women 
as single-parents gender and family life, gender family life and culture where culture 
can mean rel1g1on (eg Hinduism) and / or ethnicity (the five Indian women of this 
study), and not to forget women and interpersonal violence It Is In the second 
"empirical" article, by Andrew Favell. that the issue of violence against women or 
intimates Is raised F civell's article Is emomcal to the extent that he discusses tr:e 
oouuce of violence In the context of clinical. or rather. therapeutic work Favell avoids 
the reductiorusm of suggesting that violence Is either social or indiv.dual and instead 
he "privileges the conception of violence as a oouuce' process that orqaruses shapes 
and arranges both mtunate as well as social relationships' ( emphases added) l rus Is 
an important st11ft as It locates aqency and responsibihty for violence aqamst intmates 
In short. frn /JP111g violent 

J rover L ubr»: ,n lus debate with /\mcir1da Kottler (PINS 22. 19911 raises two issues 
about psyct1ot11er apy tr aIr11r1gs and ttw1r discrunmatron aga,nst homosexuals F 1rstly Is 
the problem purported to lie witt1 certau psychoanalytrc perspectives or common to aft 
psychotherapv r our ses where sclecnon criteria are used? And sPcondly f1ow sh,,,,lr1 
gender nnd sr·x11cll1ty be unpucateo ,n tt1e sPIRct1on process 1f at rill? PINS would like to 
encour aqe !111:tier responses 111 this debate and especianv cm thR r1,1estir,n of sexuality 



sexual orientation, and gender In Hie selection and training of candidates 1n 
psychotherapy programmes 

The 1997 edited collection, Culture, power and difference: Discourse analysis in 
South Africa, 1s critically reviewed by Peter du Preez, who amongst other things 
accuses discourse analysis of a lack of orrqmahty 1n its account of "truth" and 
difference Du Preez also suggests that discourse analysis compromises the possibility 
of objectivity in research practices He 1s challenged by two (of the four) editors - 
Amanda Kottler, and Ian Parker - 1n separate responses, where they in turn accuse him 
of misunderstanding the basic project of discourse analysis, and especially the 
importance of its critique of ernpmcrsm 1n psychology 

PINS 23 also includes a range of other rnterestmq book reviews by Arvin Bhana, Jill 
Bradbury, Peter Henzi, Carey-Ann Jackson, David Spurrett & Duncan Latiner, Martin 
Terre Blanche, and Colin Tredoux 

We conclude this issue of PINS with an Index from PINS 1 (1983) to PINS 22 (1997) 
PINS will now regularly publish an index in an updated (from PINS 22) and cumulative 
form 

The previously advertised special issue on /--/IV I AIDS is now being collated and will be 
available as PINS 24 (1998) and posted to subscribers 1n January 1999 

Another special issue of PINS is planned for the end of 1999, and that 1s on the Truth 
and Reconcilietion Commission The deadline for submissions is 30 June 1999, and 
the editor of this issue is Lindy Wilbraham, Department of Psychology, Rhodes 
University, Grahamstown 6140 See advert 1n this issue for more complete details 

Grahame Heyes 
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