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This hook fulfils many functions at the same time. Not only docs it provide a sustained 
focus on the proble n». and questions posed bv supporting children's development in 
South Africa. but in so doing it also offer, a\ ital pe r spe ct ive on the dominant 
approaches to developmental psychology. Fach of the fourteen chapters follows a 
common structure which moves from general analvsis of key concepts and methods to 
consider their relevance and applicahilit1 to the· South ,\fr1can context. It is this 
sustained supc r o r diu.u c ana lvt ica) vt n ncc wh irl: pro, idn cohe rc nce to what is 
otherwise a vcrv 1·aric·d hook. with chaptns ranging across topics a, diverse as the 
relation between health and and psydwlogictl dcve lopmcnt (Kalwig and Connolly). 
street children (Swart-Kruger and Donald). the cmouonal impact of political violence 
(Dawes) and child sexual abuse (Levc tt ). \lore th.m this, the discussion of South 
African research and the p ar t i cu lu r questions po,ed by the project of making 
psychology "r c lcv.uu" and tr a nsfor mauvc in mm·111g bcvond the ugly shadow of 
apartheid car r ic s both a ,pccific, and µenn;il, set of ksson, about the politics of 
psychological pr;ic'lic,· (iivcn this du11I 11ddrcs, 1111d dtcc·ts. as structured hy m1 
perspective outside S11uth :\fric·11. I will cT>!1c·c·1qr11!c· 1111 il:c· :c·lna11l'c' of this hook for 
an intcrn.nion.rl as wc·II 11' South :\II1l'1111 11ucl1,·11,·,· 

111 the first plan·, tile f,,,11, on Soutl1 ,\Ir 1c11 prn111pt, 11 l'11rd11I r,· rc·;idin~ ()f the n1sting 
psvclwlogical litn11t11rc· With research p;1r11d1;·nis dncl11pc·d 11ml dcti11ed large!\ in 
r cl.uion to wc,tcrn <>1·c·1dcvcl,1pcd p<1puLtt1r,1h, rak 11' cc11tr1t! tile i"ucs emerging 
from the South Afric;111 c<111tc·xt rncah the p11rti1t!Jtv ol the ,upp11snlly gcnnal :\nglo­ 
lJS am! European 1111>1kh Kev tench of ihi-, ~c11c·r1tl1,nl 111,,,kl f111gmcnt under this 
post·colonial g1!/c ( lrll' ,,t Ilic f11rc1n<1'1 11! the"' i, 1/1,· ,l1:t!11l'Ini,11t1"11 <1f childhood as 
;i pcriod <1f i111wcc11cT ct!HI vul11n11hil1t1 :\, ll1mc·s 1111d ll<lnald l'"lllt 0111 in their 
l111rod1JCtion, and 11, i, t:ik,·11 up in 111r1<>u, <>I rh,• ,li1q>k:,. tl1,· d,11n111;111t IL'prc,cntati()J1 
of d1ildlrnod in11on·11,·,· :11i,c·s a, a rc,1111 ,,1th,· :i!"1111,11«11 1>! cl11lt!1c·11 II<>!ll ,nc1;t! 



c,1::tnt, :tr:,'. r cl.rt iou-. lhi-, wor k , [ii dc·111 th,·ir :1~:c·11c·v, n1pi11g strategics and active 
,·11.s::1~c·11:c:1: ·.,i1h the ,ilci11-p,>iitic:tl ci1c·11111sta11c·e·s thcv inhahit. 

111 . lhwc·s, chapter 1111 the· e·111<1tin11al impact of political violrnc« challenges 
:1"11rnpti<ilh tl::,t np•h11re to, m p:1rticip:1till11 within, p11litical violence will inevitably 
c:111,c Jh1c!:11:ogical damage·. l nclcc d. p.ut irip a t io n i11 gro11p act ivity organised 
:1cc<>rdi11~ :" a c<1hc:re11t ideiil,,gical ill rc·k;ioth tr.uncwork "i111plicall'tl as a protective 
1:1ct,,r lr,1:11, r:tthn than cxaccrb.uion of, ,Lt111:1gc Simil.u lv, l.cvcu invitc-. us to move 
i1c·:,n11d t::c .urrc nt. l,111 r c allv quite· 1cce·11t, 11101:tl outra~.c· ovvr child sexual abuse. 
l{:1thn 111;111 presuming th:11 11ll1nc·11 w il: he irrnc·r,ibly p,ychulogic:tlly damaged by 
al,u,c·, ,he ,ugge,h we nenl 111 .u t c ud 111 the 11ay, womc n :1ml girls deal with and 
i111c·rprc·t these cxpcric ncc-. While this cch11e·s the current <hilt of research from a 
di,c,,ur"· ,it 'v.ctim-,", w one 111 "<urvivor-." i11 Jli1rtr:11i11g the· cxpcricncc of women and 

-., l,,, 11:11 ,· he cu ahu,nl. I c·v cu 1:1kc, tile· ii<lltkr ,te·p uf suggesting th.u aucuding Ill 
p:u:iccJl:,ritv ,,f cu l i ur al ,1111tc-x1s :111d 111e·:111ing.s ma1 require· us to revise our 

,,f child sex11:il expl11it:1t11111. lil,·"' tw11 ven ditfrrc·11t liipics converge in 
:: l·:·.ti1..1'.i,.: 1Jf t'.:l' di~1gt1(l'llil· c:t:el!.ury ,,t P,"'t Tr~1t11n:1tii.: Strc:-.:-. l)isurtkr, as ~tatic, 
,k,,,:1t,·\tl::tii,c,! :,::d L1lti1n:1t,·l1 p:11::, l{athc·1, "rc:,tl1e·11ec .. ·, i, the :1nalvtic term 
-.1, i: i ( • .'b c.._ · 111;_· r-;l·, f:-0111 t hL'\l' p:.._· r-..p(._·,.__·t i\ l'"' :t, i 11 1;(._·(._·d id Lil'\ l' !11p111l' !l I ;111d i !l\'l·:-.tigat ic111. 

\, t::,· c·,! 111:, pr,i:,t lilll in t!ic·ir 111,·rvi,·11 a11d i, de·ve·lupnl clsc11hc·rc·, adver,itv 1, 
,,,·:,tnl :,, :1 ""i:tl Clln,truct. ,\ckn1111kdgi11t thi, ,li<Juld 11ut he ,,·c·n :1, absolving us 
11,,111 tii,·,,1·:si11g \Vllllt 111c:111in~., p:1rt1cul:ir nctlh anti ,itu:itillllS hold for children, 
1:,1::,:ic·, ::rid c111:1111u11itic,. hut rathc·r 11 i,k11tific:, the nccns1ty for ,uch work. Similarly, 
t!:h )'il,1t11111 1, reg:,rded :" highlighting th,· 11,·nl tor polit1c:tlly c11111111ittcd research 
lir1r.:11tnl t<1 ,11ter1r.:11ltiill. l11 tiii, \l'Ihc', th,· hr111k ,tech :1 ,·:ireful c11UJ\l' between the 
l::1::;cr, ,,t :1 ,pur1,,u,ly ge11c'f:tliscd L111:1c·1,:1:i,1n :111LI :,n c1npt;, cL1itllral relativism. Thi, 
;,,l1C "t:,~c:11 up npli,·itlv 111 th,· l11trt>du,·ti1111 :111d i, ,k:tlt 11ith in rc:lation to the topics 
1Jf -..pc~·if:c d1a;1t~r,.,,. ( ·(>Jllfll'lllalitic"' ri\·cr ~t:'tll'.r:1pliy :111d ~t~To""' hi\loril..':11 and political 
co!'dL'\h c~l!1r;1Jt h,: ~t\..,llllll'd, lnit :tr'...· r1(1t r1.1kd i1ut. Thu:-. in ( "!lapter 2 the case for 
::dr 1pt1:1c: :S., ,: 1:: .\rncric:111 st:i11tl:t1th, ii 11utr1t1r 111 I\ cr1tic:tllv :11gucd thrnugh hy Richter 
:111c! ( ;r1c·,cl :111tl the mc:is111c· rct:1i11cd. 111 ( 'haptcr ., the c"11cq1t of culture, itself comes 
111 t,,r •1c scrutinv by l.itlcll :111d rnlle:,gue·s. This c:1utio11, aga111'1 as,umptions of 
i111:1:ilcc11c1::, -.,itliin ~.roup, :tllll :i, re111:i1ni11g c111ht:111t across changing historical and 
i'"i1t1c·:11 c,,11diti"11'. Tlir1,ugilllul the hook there· i\ a wc:klllllc' vigila11c,· and critique ol 
re,c:11ch ,uliscrili111c to the· raci:tli;l·d c:1tcgr1r1,·, prtJdu,·ul liy the :1p:1rtheid rc·gime. 
I 111, c:tr1 t:,\.:e 1:1r\illl, f11rnh: ,,t tailing tr1 c11111111e11t 011 diflcrc·nce, structured by 
d,:tcrc:1t1,cl trc:tl:nc11t, m altc·r11ati1c·lv thr"ul'li pr111iding 111, 1:1tit111ale or e·xpl:111ation 
:,,r rc·::\111:1:c r:1c·i,t cl:issific:1t11,11s ()JJ tile· !,;,,i, ,,f etli11ic ~.rnup diffc·re11cc·s. 

I /1t.,· :-'."-·r:;:r·~:i ljlJc,ti11::.., 111)'--l·d for 11(dic> 1!;t1.:I'.l'r1tiu1h ;.ire u"'cfully tlic()ri-..cd in (.lilrnnur 
:,'Tl: ::-,,,.:d:c:J, a11:1.:,," 1,l h11,1 c·duc:1ti11111il mca,ure, cksig11nl to 1ironwtc cqualit1 
::,·t1"t1;., :: 11t:1i:1 :r•n1u:tl1t1 In f:1ili11~ t11 thct1ri,c the rr,lc ol the educ:1tion system 
.,.::, ,t·::ct,.r,·, "' i:htitut1,,11:tl di;n11ni11at1011. llere equit1 c'Illl'rges as the goal rathn 
th:,· ':c· :·:,,re !:hr.:r:tl. 111di1 id11:tl1,tic rn11cc.:pt of equality. The latter, in aiming to make 
ti1c· :,ml l:,cilitic·, of the elite :11ailalile 111 all. ig1wres the ,tructural inequality ot 
,t:1r: i'"ir:h. Tr:i, debate ha., hcr.:11 pl:t1cd out in Lurope and the lJS in terms of the 
rcl11rrn:,1r1 rJI "eq:1:tl opportu11itie·," :1ml 111ulticultur:t!ist pnlicic,, :ind the more radical 
cl:::111, nude f,,r :rntiraciq :q111r,,:1che·,. It i, 111 be l'\pectnl th:11 ,u,h di,ti11,tion, and 
l:!'L·;..''.-., :!L1\ ~1,,.J::1:...- quirl· :t diffc.:rcr:t t1lr111 in ~t cuntc.xt \\l1c1l· till· !ii,.,,1orir:tlly 

.i ,1.<11:p11\1,:rc·d iil:,c-k ,11111:11u11itic·, t"rm the· 111:qor1!\ p11111tl:1ti"11 



Indeed Don:1lt1·, ,·l1:1pter 011 ,p,·,·i:t! ,·duc:1tio11;il 11c,·d, pt,,, i,i":1 quc,ttlllh the 
:1ppropriatc11,·" ,,t \\l'Stern mode ls, arid c:t!ls fo, prn,·11t:lli1,· ''"'k i11 Sou:h .·\fric.1 that 
a,·knowledgcs t!«: legacies of apartheid in producing thc nluc:1tru11:il di,;ibilitic, of so 
ma nv hlack 111,·11. w omcn and childrcn. (°()J1'i,t,·11t w it l: hi, n11htruct/\"t framework. 
Donald calls fur q11:t!itati1,·. c:1,e -t udv rncarch ;1, tli,· 1110,t frllitful 11:11 forward. as 
underscored ill Sw:,rt-Krug,·r and !)"11:dd's l.u c r ,·h:1p1,·1 ,111 the· c"r;ccptual and 
rnctl111dological cli;t!kngcs po,et! b1111,rking 111th. :111d fur. ,,,,·,·t childrc n. 

l l oweve r , the project of xc a r ch i nj; for the u nivc r-,ul-, a, w c ll a, particulars of 
development is IHI! abandoned. Rather. this i, trcatcd :1, 11<:ce":111 hut not assumed as 
a given. So, the chaptcr s 011 the effects of pmnty (Richter). ci1ild ps1chopatholog~ 
( Robertson and Ikr_L!n) and political violence (Dawc-) make cautiou. par alle lv, as well 
as disclaimcr-; over the relevance of rcxe ar ch from other countr ie-; Co11,1ste11t with the 
hala nccd and r c fle ct ivc ethos of the honk, both the cur rvnt appr oachc-, to research. 
positivist and social constructivist, arc sh1l\\11 to he cqu.ill. vulnerable to the problems 
of universalism and relativism. 111 p.ir iicular. t he v ,hare :1 rcluctuncc to deal with 
questions of jH111n. While for positi,isl\ ihi-, ari,c, frnm :11ic" of rc,earch as a neutral 
and value-free enterprise (which thus masks t hc i n s nt u t i o n.t l power relations it 
perpetuates). ,oci:tl constructionism can lapse into :1 libc r a l model which tre at­ 
differences as separate and e qu a l rather than. :is in the case of apartheid, as 
constituted in rcl:ttii111 to practices of systematic discrimination and inequality. I found 
the treatment of relativism both inforrnat ivc about the South African context. and of 
general applicabilit. 

The broad pn,pe,·ti,c of the hook i, fa,·tlitated bv xubxcript iou to life ,pan. life events 
and ccocultur.rl fra1n,·11orks. Thi, :dim,, the bio-mnlic:tl apprn:iche, (in chapters on 
health, nutrition and psvchopatholog1) to sit alongside the interpretive and qualitative 
studies reviewed ehcwhcrc (:ind including ,ome useful detailed accounts of previous 
unpublished research) :\ievcrthekss. there is ;111 u11eas1 pluralism that, although a 
strength and strate_l!ic expression of a particular moment. and movement. in 
devclopment:d p,1,lwlogv in South ,\frica. i, ahu ;1 little beguiling. However. 
notwithstanding the ,trnng case' made for th1,. and despit,· t:1nt:t!i,ing glimpses of social 
comtructio11i'1 and discourse work hne and there in Dawn and Donald's own 
chapter,. it i, the pmit111,t wmk that d"1::in:1t,·, th,· ho11k. ( l11l1 L,·1ctt's ch:.ipter take, 
this as a prim:111 th,·111ctical orientatill11 :111d d,·,,·!op, it, ,,1nccptual and p11lrt1cal 
consequences. l'crh:1p, thi, di,juncti1111 het\\,·c·11 11:,rratr,e and rcsc:1rch report 
higliliglll, thc !111:11,· ,!11,·,ti,111 Sll11th .\fr:,;111 p,1,!i,,!,1)c't,ts ,,ill t:1kc \\'l11k the te11,1nn, 
hctwc,·11 thcsc· 111,11!ils d,·,·ph d111,k l"1ch11l11/1,t, 111 the l ·sand Lump,:, it 1, 
r,·frohing to ,cc th,· ,.1sc· 111:11k fl,r :, st1:1t,Ti, ;111d ;,11lit1,·;tl!1-1111it,·d ,1nthesi, here 

( )11 a n11,re niti,·:il 11111,·. p11,·11 the ,·111pli;1,1s llll i11t,·1,cctin~ d1111,·11,ion, of ,uhJecti1it1 
:111d i11cqu:tlit1. it 1, ,1:rp1i,i11)' that _l!c·111!n i"u,·, r,·,ci\l· little· s1Jst,1111ed ;1ttcntion 111 thc 
ho11k. This 1111 dlltthl ;111"·, :1, :1rcfkct,111111f the 1•,·n,·r;il lc'n,k11,1 1/1 p,1chlli,.,gy to treat 
L'i1ildhood, and ch1!,11,·11. :1, r·.crHkr 11c1111:tl 111 r,·mln-fr,·,· But th1, reinstates a 
111asculi11,·-lllic·ntnl 1:111,kl. ;" i, hc11:11cd t,, tl1,· ;1<!1111,""11 111 the ,h:1ptn 1111 strect 
chi!drc11 til:1l. hL'L-~tll\L' t'.Jr\\ fL'I 1..·:1tq_•i11 L;i ill fl!1),t:tu;11111 :1L·l\',(1!~\, lhl''l' ~irt· ~1ill1lht 
l'lillrl'il' hll1, (thi, jll,l'.11,· 1, ;ii,.,, rcp1,,,!,1,nl 111 11tl1,·1 ,01111t11n1 \\'ith !hl' L'\cl'pt1()J1 of 
LL·\·t·tt\ l'l;~tptl'r. fL'Il1.'.~·r j,...,t!t'\ :trt' t1iucl1ed 1111 1111]~ ()hliqtich 111 di,t...'lJ\'\H)'.h o! tilt' 
1n·L'\~lll·111..·c 111 S1H11), . .\t11l·;1 1d tl.·111.ilt...· lic;1dcd l1(1l1,c!:()ld, ,11,\'. !l't· i..lift11..·t11!:l', 



.___. i:1._ ·11~;:1:,.-r:..·;'. h·, 11:i,;11l·i..., i;1 ;_ii-..,1..·1;\)i:· 11~' i_t1l·1r '1J;1-.., .,:1{1. \\1:!1111 t1:1diti1)ll~tl pr~tdi(,:cs. 
l":1;:1111' :),.: :...':1!::-..,:1\:_·d <1Ih.'l' th:..·\ /1;1\l' ;1cl11;,__'\(,,_·d 11L11J!J(J{H .. L ( >:h';: ;t~~;1i11. tlu-, j...; ;1 rc...·111i11i...k1 

11! th,· I 111,1, <1! :,ii,t::tctir1g th,.: stud1 1,1 ,·h:ldr,·;1 fr,,111 e·ult11r:tl :11,d lar11ili:tl milieux. The 
r cm.un-. ul the·orisi11g the i11tn'C·e·111lf', :111d p(mn-ch:1rged dvn.uuic- between 

r_l'e' :1:1d r,·l:1t1u1h, :1s '-l'II :1' ihc r:1ci:tli,atio11 of ge·11,krnl ide·11titics (cf Gilroy, 
!11'/\: .-\11:ln:,, :1ml Yu1:tl-l):11i,, l'l1I.'). 

\ ,i,cf,il e: :,llc:11;.,· 10 tll\: lu r opc.u: :111d l S rcse·:irch p:11:1dig1m e·111crgcs from the 
1._·:1::;)tch 1111 -..,1il·t1)-111,1r:d rc~1-.,1111i1;g (ltt\\l''>) and r;tcisrn ~tnd !-!r()llj> rclatil)llS (Fo-tcr ). 
I ilc l1ne!:.1;., tl::tt ehtldrc11 11\lii ha\c· e·xpe·1ie·11e·ed tile' lwrrm :111d llljllstice'.S of political 
, ;, 1k•1,c :,re 111 ,t dn, ,i,1 , ,I 111, ,ral pri 11e·ipln 11, ,r any k" c< 11111111t red to notion-, of justice 
:,re :1 11cic()f1lc' e·uu11te·r lu moral p:111ics 111 the· \Vest ovcr the "ctle·,·l'," ()f exposur c to 
·,i<1k11cc (whe thc r i11 filllls m real lite·).< )11,,· :1gai11, the concept of rc-ilicucc is crucial, 
:1:1d r.uh-r rh:111 111:1ki11g ,implis!ic ge·r1e·rali,:1t1,,11s or ntrapol:ttio11' from ambiguous or 
·, :rl1.1c-!adc·11 d1:1g11rhtic dcvi ccx. c.u c tu l a t tc ut ion to tc-st m.ucr ial-, and purt icular 
urc::rn-,t:i:1cc·, i, callc d tor. Simil:,rl\', hi,kr', ,h:,ptc·r re·,ie·ws l11l\1' South African 
r,:,c::r,.·h rlll r:1ce :111d ide11titv, lwth rdle·l'l, :111d then hi~_hlighh the limits of the 
I 11r,,;,c:in ,,,ci:,I identity paradig111. l11 thi,, he· re·1ie11-, the ch:111gi11g di,cuursc, which 
i1:1ve ,tructurnl both hl:tck ide11tit1, :r:1d t!te· re,e:,rd1 i111c·sti)_::tti11g it - frn111 the 
'd:t!llage" :111llkl ,,! the l1J,()s, tu the ,ic·t1111-\ll:rn1i11g 1.il the \l/1,lls, tu the 111me· rnrrc·11t 
dri,e to'.1·:,rd, de 11g difkrc11cc·s. Ilic· l'\jle·r1mc11t:1I prnc·e·tlure·s ,,f fllrce·d choice ol 
r::ccd' 1l1J!ls, t::kcn :1.s 111cl1c:1tor, Ill r:1, i:11 idc11tit1 :rrlll prdcre11ce· arc· correctly 

, ,,:1,iekrcd '" prnduce "n:tl'_e·rr:ikd, dc,·u11tcrn:il1,c·d, rc·il1e·d :111d mcrgc11cralisccl" 
Ip~.' l) c!:,im,. ·1 he lut1lit1 ,,f di11Jru11g p,1e·h,,!11gical prcr,ccupatio11s with identit1 from 
;1"i::1ca: :,::d ecllrH,mic c,,11d1tiu11, is torcetul\1 dcrmrn\lr:1ted. 

l11 terr;:, ,,f :1id :1li(I ,k\'elr,pme11t 1n,,gra111111i11g, thc \)()(1k underscores the general 
rileme :1ri,ir:g fwrn 111tndi,ciplinary 11ork 011 childre·n in de1clopi11g countries that 

welfare· i, 1101 supple·111e11t:1n 11r sc·q11c·11tial, hut is integral, to child 
<:r111:1l. Cmrcl:1ti1cly, pmcrty, 11utr1t1,111 :rllll political i11st:1hilitiy take their toll on 
l"Ychul, clc,c·l11p111cr1t, :1ml the· !:ll·t til:1t the "cfkc·t,", 111:11 1101 he quite as doom­ 
i:,c!en r,r irrcc1ce·:n:,lik ;i, h:1, he·e·n IH1rt1:1:,cd d,,e·, 11,,t r11:1ke· t-hc earl:, chapters of this 
•11,,,k :,m k" ,ohcrir:; .. l{:ithcr, tile· c"111i,i11nl imp:1ct ,,t tli1, houk is to make clear that 
t':dc· i, m:1ch greater ,c,,pc for pt1,iti\'c 111te·r1e·r1tio11 in all :,re·as than has sometimes 
1,ce:1 a,,umcd. This i, :1 h,,pclul :rnd 1111pon:11\l positiu11. 

< hcr:,II, tl:i, 1, :1 hiild and opti111i,tic hook. It ,t:llh from a clcar ack11owkdgcrncnt of 
rn:11;,r,,rni,nl 1)1),itill11 ,,j p,:,clwlogic:il rcsc·arch aml practice, hoth in 

S<rc1'.:1 Afr1c:1 :111d cl,c1d1nc. But, 1111t\\ith,t:111di11g this, it hiL•hl1ghh the i'"'itivc role 
I ;,,1ch"l"i'i,1, c:::1 pl:il' in h11ildi11g :1 Jlht ::ml cquit:ihlc '"ue·ty tlmn1)'1i shtluldcri11g 

1:,1, rc,,,,,::,1hilit, r:,ther than dcr1vi11!' it l:1 tlii,, it is lrntl1 :1 rdkctio11 of the 
;H,,,:rc·,,i-.e· :,1JlK ,,t S1Ju!i1 .-\fric:u1 p,1d1lllog1,1, :111d :1 [(,,,\ lrn l11rthn dcvclop1m:11L It 
:, :,:,,, :11it:rl n:rrnpic (lf ti1e kind of co111111ittnl, but 11g1,ruus and :111:tlytical, psychology 
111:11 p,:,chiJl, :tll ,,1cr the world can !cam !rum. 
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