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Psychology Politics Resistance (l'l'RJ held it-. loll!llli11g c·<l1llc·rc·11ce in Manchester on 2 
July 199-l. This event, which brought togc:thn ;irou11d ISIJ activists working in and 
against professional and academic psychology, i, the culmiu.uiou of national workshops 
and mccung , over the last decade. Over three hundred people involved in psychology 
had already written in over the previous year supporting a founding statement for the 
new organization which declared its opposition to the many abuses of power in 
p,ychology, and support for initiatives to build ;1 network of individuals and groups 
prepared to challenge these abuses. The live' morning workshops 011 2 July were 
designed to bridge the gap between the inside· and the- out-idc of the discipline and 
hrnught togc:thcr p,:,chologish and u,er, of l"\chology xcrvicc-; Discussion in these 
'>lurbhop, tocusscd on ln-tit.itional .\huse, the· I aw and l'risum, luroccntrism and 
Raci,lll, Sexuality, and Women and l\yclmlogy Thi, ;1ttl'111ion to different domains of 
abu-,e encouraged people to think of 11ays that the v.ir iuu-, L".Xisting r csourccs could be 
co nnccte d 1n a network. The aftcrnoi/11 w/JrbiH>l" J,,okcd at practical initiatives and 
future acti\itics "f Pl'K 

( J\cr the c":1r,e· of the day, four guc,t spe·akcr, lr"111 ditkrc'llt struggles connected with 
lh\CfHil,1,c\ c.nur ibutcd their cxpcr icncc-, to the pk11ary ,c,si1i1h. The Iir-: speaker wa-, 
Snczan;1 Fr z i n a. ,1n l.duca uo ua l l'svcli"logi,t tr1J111 SaraJc'vo now in exile in 
\l:inc:1c,1.cr She ,p"ke· of the dilfirnltics ,'iiild1e11 tr.ium.uivcd by the· war in the 
', .rrucr Yu..,,,,Ja,i,1. and the· rnk p,yd1ol1 prop,1ganda h,1, plavnl in the dividing of 
c1,;;rn1;1:,1t1,·, ethnic li11c,. Sne·1;1n,i', 111"' ,1LT1>1111t ;ilso drc1, sharp attention to 
<iic cu11!c'\t ,,f p,ydwlogy, and to the i111pnrLrncc Ill radical p,ychologish taking a 
i'"liti,·,tl ,t:1:1d 111 the wider intc ruat ionai ,pl1crc". (,\collection during the dav for 
\\,,rker, ,\id tur Bosnia r;11,cd 1-\4.' I.J Pep (iarcia-Bores, \1ho teaches at the 
l ni,er,it,11 de !Lirccllllia and has hccn c:,r1yi11g 1JUt emancipatory rnearch in the 

,n ,y,:c·:11. ,,,:i, the· ,n·,,ml ,pc,1kcr ;1ftcr the· lunch hrcak. Iii, \\ork has been around 
, .. pp, ,rt J,,r thl' dilfcrc1lt !1>rnh llf rc,i,ta1JCc· i11 the pr1,on ,y,tclll and against the role ll1 

:1,H!11 in CaLilum,1 in acti,cch ,·"lluding with opprL",,ivc practice,. Ik 
'l'"kl' ,,r :he rule th,,t PPR could pLiv 111 li1,ki11L'. pwdrnl,,L'.ist, and prisoner,, and in 

lt;c :,:1:1] pkn:1ry ,e"i"11. ,1h1,·i, ,k;ilt ,1,1iJ the d1triuilt 1"uc ul u,mtit11tio11 and 
,,:~:i: :;,,::,,11 of Pl'!( -,,d·, i>rneLkd ill a P"11ertul 1ntcrl'c11t1lin h1 Ro11 Coleman frolll 



the Hearing Vo icc s Network and Axvlu n: (t lu: !ll;1gazi11c tor dl'11wcratic psychiatry). 
Ron, who hears voices, was diag11os,·d aml trc;1tnl as psycl111tic In psvchiatrv, and had 
seen psychological treat111,·11ts and psychotherapy ;1s pr"gr,·"i\·c altc mativcs until it 
became quickly apparent that clinical psvclrnlogv\ collu,i, 111 11 uh drug funded research 
made it often not much ofan alternative at all. This wa, a 11<.'c<.'ssary perspective from 
somcunc involved in psychiatry and psyclwlogv services. and 11m1 acti1t:ly involved in 
trying to change them. The final coutr ihut ion ;11 th,· ,·rid ot the dav wa, Irun: Don 
Foster, who tc.ichc« at the University of Cape Town and h.i-, he<.'n actin:lv involved in 
the struggle against apartheid, in exposing torture hy the South .. \friGlll security forces, 
and latterly in mobilising radical psychologists to build ;1 11,·w anti-racist professional 
association. Don briefly sketched the hivtor v ol th<.' ,·<>111plicit1 of pwdwlogy wit h 
apartheid, from the early segr,·gatio11 i11 mcm a! IHhpit:il, ;11 the turn of the century to 
the mania for testing diffcre nr races. Co11ldct w it l: 1Hch"l"t,'.ht, in South Afr ic.: would 
have been unthinkahk during the boycott vear-, and right!\ '"· hut it 1s now a matter of 
urgency th.u intcrn.n.onat links with them 111 this still ditficuh urne ar,· forged. 

Psychology Politics Resistance is not forrnalh co n-t i tu trd as an international 
organization hut the !llessages of support i o the u1nkr,·nce trom different countries 
and the list of initial signatories to the founding <t.ucme n: which includes groupings of 
people from South Africa. North and South Ame r ica, La,tern and Southern Europe 
gives to the: group an internationalist idcntitv . .-\ docume n: ()11 pructica] initiatives was 
circulated on the day with suggestions for responding tu the demands of the 
dixempowe r e d, i nfl u c n ci nj; the public agc11da, and exck111ging information and 
providing support within the network . .-\ ,kL1ikd datah:1,t questionnaire was also 
ci: culatcd, and this, to be circulated now alllong the ma nv people who have been in 
contact with us over the years and the ma111 more who learn of PPR will be the basis 
for a resource network. This resource network will help break the isolation of radical 
psychologists f ro m one another, the isolation of users of services who often see 
psychology as a monolithic abusive disciplin,'. and the isola1io11 of professionals from 
those they claim to h,·lp. 

You c1111 contact l'l'R h1· 11riting to l,111 !'cirkcr. D,·1wm11c111 of Psl'Cho/01,.'r and Speech 
!'111hology, /'vfanchnr,·r .\f,·rru1)()/itun I 11111°tni11. I lur/1,·rrngc Huild .. \fanchesrcr M 13 OJA. 
L'11g!and 
or 
Stl'I'<' Rciclwr, l><'pan111011 of l'.1Tclwlo,l.,_'\·, I ·11n·l'ni1_1· u/F1e1a. 
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