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EDITORL\L 

,\, \1,· llpp:,.:,cl1 tile' point ol cc·klnatill)' 1111,· 1,·:1r\ wort ]: of democracy we· have· much 
l<> b,· J<>lli:1, 1111<>:lt. ·111,·re i, still a sc'lhc' "I i11crc·duli1v when one thinks of the changes 
t1ur l::,\c' t:lk,·11 pl:lcc· since· .\pril Jll'll. t )11c· h tc·111pted to bask in the glorv of the 
·,k:,:ii ,,I :q1:,r1!1c·id". :l11d the· bir t l: "I 1l1c· ":1c'\1, dcorncr atic. and non-racial" South 
.\Irie·:,. I lll,lc", ·r. ik11111nacv i, IHll givc·111,111 pe·"pk. a n.uion, a countrv, hut rather has 
,,, '•c l<iu,iit !,,,. ckk11ded, llllli ckvc·!()pc·,I. It ;c·c111> 111:11 thi, i, :1s true for the <ocictv as 
~t \\[11,:;.,·, ~: i: !, !1,r \<ici~il irhli!utiur1,, --,,.11 .. :i;il !:.!rr1upii1~.:-,;, org~111s of civil society, that 
r1::,kc Lip 111,· ""·l;t! 1,1::ilitv. l11 other 11111th. ,cc·. 1mli1ici11:dly a,HI collectivity, and in our 
c•,lketi, it ic-, li:11c :, r,·,poristllilitv 1,1 dc·cc·l"I' a11d c:n1r,:nch democratic practice's in all 
t!:l· ir1t1.:r-..::cc,.; of \()l·ial life. 

It i, 1:1:, ! ,f cril!e·ctive· re·,pr111.,ihili11 :11·.1::rd, :dkviati11g the sufkring of people 
:,1:,.kr :,:,::rt!icid, 1t11d C<J1:tr11l111i11g trr the huildi11g a dc ccnt society, that Rachel 
l'rir1,:11•1. P1l·,.i1kr:t 1,t" PsySSA. cdl,.; up1)Jl :ill fhyl·l1lllopi,t to hcco111e involved in, in her 

1.."i,,!11J: .\.11: \1111:1 Srr·'-·lit..·l \ P">1..·lH1]ri·:.-':"·· d'-·--,t..·ning of it'i pl.rcc in a dc mocr.uic 
S1,~1::, .\:i .',.:, ;,:'., ~i l!L1:tl r'-'\[)'llhihi!it\ < )i1~· -;,!:i1..·!: pr):J1!-.; to the p:t'>I of our <ocierv. and 
·::•,,ttici ·,,.i•.,' ;1,,i:::, tu tl1,· lllillr,· 111 >ii,·:,I c·lkcl, <>I apartheid arc dce plv 
,.:r;:r,:r:c:h:d u1 th.: <!)(.·i:tl 1111,I 11,y1.-/u./11:;i, r1! i.:l1)ri'- 1,J 1n1r livc-. Pri11;'!]00 points out that 
·.i.:_·, ~t, ;h~l__·:11i'.1 i,'.,. :!re.: ~1_(lir1_~'. t11 i1c1-_·d '.1, pl;! 1·t..·,11t1rl·t..·\ i111() u11tkri11i11i11g thl' l'ffcch of 
:lil' ;):1,t 1111 ;)'..,_'( ,_, l:',c,, if \Vl' :1rc (() 11\ll\L· !111·\1,:1rd (IJ ~I better \(lCiL'IV. 

·1 he rkh:ltl' :1i"1111 rnourcc·, i, :1 crncial :111d ,·1111trovcrsial one, both within the 
p,:,c:i1>l,1s:_, ,,,r::1111:1111:,. :1llll hc·t\\cc11 dilk1,·11t i:11e·re,t groups in thl' areas of "health 

1 ·,cc'!'.:::,·· l\,·r\,rllc :1crc·c·, that rc·",1.111,·, ::rl· 11,·,·,kd t<> rk:d 1\ith the 111cnt:il health 
;1:,,11'c·11:, 1r: tc:,· ,·rr1,11trv. But 11,ere :,re :,t lc-11.• ,,,,,, 1',:1c·, th:1t hc·dcvil the delin·ry Ill 
!Pe'ilt::I :1,·::]1!! :,11,I 111h,·r ,l)ci:d ,crvic·e·,. ·1 he· 1111,·. -.1i1h the ,train llll limited resources, 
1, ti) df) 1,-.11.!1 1)ri:i"l11F ;1rl·~1"' ()f "'-·ni(·l· 1kl1\'--·r·., 1-) phy\ic:il lic;tlth ,norc i111portant 

ti:'' 1' ,,,e·1:il 11c·lt:,1,· :t::,! ,,:r,.1,,,,11 lll<>rl' illlpllrtant th:1n 1ne·11tal 
1,·• I, i:-,c. !Ile 11:,,re :•:1p,,1tll1111111111 111,· Ir,! i"'t 1<>::,·!11,·1'' '"11'1'11,c the "r:1tilll1;dity" 
,,-,\ 1:1nc qu,·,,i•in, ~.e·t :,mwc·rnl \Iii! c!,·p,·11d ol the lohhying stratcf,ic·, and 

,t:,·1:::tlh ,,t tl1c 11,rt<Jlh ,ccllli,1 The· 'C'l'1Jild 1":1,·. i, that within the pwcliulo).',Y, ;111d 
:, 111c:::1il he·:t!:h sc·ctor, there· i, c<>n,idcr:,hk debate and di,agrccmc·11t ahout 

>::c lie,: 1,;1\ '" :c">!\c: the i"uc· of 111c·n1:d 11,·:,lth ,c1vice delivnv. 

\':ct"r c·ll :111 ,· :,11d i111p:1"i"11,·,I :n,•,11111e·n1, 111akes a radical pica for rc- 
\ti,.-i~'.'.:,, 1:1:...· ::~t! !'.'--",tlth ~ind !lur11~111 di,trL·,,, ~11H.l pr(Jpr1~c;-; a '->L'p~,r~tk' ~11HI autonon1ou\ 
,'cp.,:'.:i' 11: ·,,·c'!,,r'' ,,: lu11111111 \,·n,, ,·1 I he· coherence· ol \'cll\ argu111cnt is 

St1'l:1111ccl :1t hutil :, :hc<>rellcal level, \I line lie :,rguc·s tor rc-soci:ili,ing mental health in 
relation to r!nc·lopi11e: ;1 critical p,yclrnlo~.\. :111tl ill :1 pr:1i'111atic kvc·I, with the 
L'.:...·\·,:ll1pr::c:1: iir' J "'>l'i~d in-.,titutio11 rif tlu111;.in ,l·nil'l'"· 



I L'OIJ~trd Bl(H1111 dirL'l'h hi" :ttll'r1l11JII ti, tl1:11 '-\h . .-1:il l·1,nt;illlru1111111r ,·tt·1,/l,'11:.·t ctlinic1ty. 
;111ll c·1l111ic rn,,hili,:1tiu11. Bi<llllll ;ugun th.rt t:,c· pc·r,i,tc:11,c· ,d c·t!i11:,· ,·011ilict in South 
.-\frica. r111d c·ls,·\\hcrc for that 111:1:tc:1. ,;i1111«t u1Ji, h,· c\1>Lti11,·d h 1c·krc·11ec tu ,o,1ai. 
historical a11d p()litic·al suuctur c-. ;:11d \H1llL'"L''· 111 .uh.r \\1)!cb, I .c·n Bl()Olll uggc,t 
that 1111kss ,,c include· pwclwlugical. a11d i11 111, :,1t1ck. ,pc·,·iticrtlil 1''-L'hlla11aht1c 
C\planatio11s of ct hnicitv. \\c' .u k:,,: k;t\ ,· ti ,11c·11111pktc·il 1111dc·1,[ood. a11J at \\ur,t 
prone tu "rc·p,·titiun". In rt \br.\ist :tllll h,·udi:111 vcin, ,,h:,t ,,,. dlln·t undc·rst:rnd about 
our pasts. ou r pc·rsonal pasts. a, ,1c·ll ;" 11u1 ,·th111, 11:tst,. ,,,. :,r,· d\)umcd to r cpe.u. 
Racial di,nirni11:1tiun. and r.uial h.iucd. h:1, t:111,,·d cr1"11gh ,utkrn1g in South .-\fr1ca. 
for us not tu he· thcorcticalllvvicilant :1h"11t 11111 p11t;1t1,c· 1111tkr,L111d111g o! ctl111icit\ 

l'sing a ps1clwlogitrtl, and llHl\tl, pSLci]()dl n.unir :q1prur1th. ti) .uuu hc r stubborn Stltirtl 
p rohlc m. that of snism. Adrian Perkcl ,un:c·sts "th.u r c cour:«. t() p.u r i.u ch, as an 
cxpl.m at orv co n vt ru ct don not dll ju-uc« to ;1 r ichlv co111pk\ d1111e11,1on of lite" - 
11a111cly, gc'lllkr oppression, and gc·n,kr sllci:1!1S:1t1,ln. In an 111111,u;il hllrmwing from 
Jung, Pcrkcl attempts w elaborate the· compk,itic·, of the i11tn:1ct1on u! the social anJ 
the indi,idual in the construction ,,f gcn1kr 1,kntitie,. h,r n:1111pk. he writes. that 
perhaps "111 questioning mak culture it 1, i111p,nt:111t t() e. plorc· th111,c:s nut only from the 
view of h,m it {)pprcsscs women. hut abu frn111 the I ant age of h\)\1 11 con,tructs men 
aml creates attributes that arc gener:ilh rcprdnl in ps,chology :1> u11health1". 

In the previous issue of the journal. Pl. 'S 18 ( !994), we published the aims and 
objectives, :ind constitution, of a11 intnesti11g :md new organisation of radical British 
psychologists. called PsycholoKY Politics Resistance \PPR). In thi, issue of Psychology 
in society, Ian Parker reports ,rn thc1r founding rnnfcrentc hc!J in July 1994. in 
Manchester. 
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