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Motherhood: Making meaning 

Book review 
KapL111. '.\1 \I ( l\/</2) Mothers' l111:tgl' of \lotherhood: ( ·a,e studies of t,,ehe mothers. 
I .i111do11: !{011tlnlgc. 

I ·11, -rrvl ll"u/k,., 
/),111/r/111,·111 ,i/.\u, j,,/,,_~~ 
I n11, ·n111· ,,/ .\',11,i! 
/>111/<i111 

I )ii--. i,, :111 111tl·Jl·'-tin~ -.,tud~ ih«: d11l·" !1()1, 1111\\(.'\l'l. Lki1\c! ~1, 1111.1l·i1 :1" it j)fl)llli'.'-l·,_ 

l\·!11:11" jh\l'liill<l),!.i,1' w.ll 111:1k,· •11,11,· ,,t tli,· 1!J1·\111·1ic:tl d1,1·u"i<lll. tlic 111,·tl\lld\ll<lg1,·, 
1·111pli1\1·d :111d tlic· ,en dc1:1ikd 11,·1 '"111,·!Jm, ilj':Jqt11· I c:1,,· ,111,lic·, tli1·111'1'lv1·, .. -\, :1 
,(lL"i()lopi..,,t/lli--1url:1Il wit l: ~1 p:trl I i11ll'l'-''l ir1 ~l·thL .. .-r rl·l~tt!(llh. I !1n111t.l tl1t.: ,tud~ t1H1 

lin11ll'(I t1i con t ributc mu.l. t11 l'\plt1i":1tit11l 1)'. !hl· 111l·~1·1111~(,) 11! 11HitllL·rll111">d 
:[11..·1,1:.:tiL·:tll\ "l h.: l.·1npiri(::ti 1i11\!. 
11c:-·.:1ti,l· r athcr tlLi!l P()"iti,c \:11:.'-· 
"1 tl (I!(.'"· 11 (); '\ :1 !1(\ ( i1 I 1d i 
mut lu-rinj; I I 'I-,\ I. h111 ! ,1., 
,'-.,_ :..·IJ lt:,))(l\l:l'"-l'' \1!:.:l ~111) 1 

:rL·;i'. l1l·L1il, K;q)l:111 c·:11 

1l'"l':1ll·)i" f(l) "l'\j)]!1ri11~ ;111d !H11], 

Ill 111'1 llllllil1\li11~. j':11:1~1:i;1i: j1 
1!J,·,1· 1111·1,,· l'.<,1111·11111 all 111111!:,' 

1111). ;1rl· ::1tt..·r:...','.ir1,:..: ():_ii ,]i~_!ll, :111d ulti111:11L·l: 11! :t 
I hl.'\ l)[l)[llj)I Li'.ll.''-ti1)il" :1h11ut lfll' \ctlidit} ()f 1itlil.·J 

:1,!.'.::,·:: \111r1'. The reproduction of 

,::·::;·-..,i..":!k, "-\<L'llL1t1,,: qu:1lit:1:i\:...· 
:l1(._·\1J\ ljl~11_~1. :, 1.,_·(1111..·l·1.k, l\\tl p:t~c, 11n 
1 
! 

1 l, l' ( \: • • 1\\ t ( 1 ,~. l· ;1 l' r; l l i /l· 1 r( 11~: 

I «I Ille' tile· l\1(1,( v.rlu.iu!,: :"l'c'll 

t111)1l· Ilic ;1111l1(ir·-., proil't.·i i" ·1_1 

!Jl()1!1vrl11ii11l ;1r1ll !() !(J1...·t1, 11i. 

1"·\;l<_'[ ll'lll'l'" qi_:), ( 11\ l'il l!Ltl ',II 

j I ( 1111 1 )i\.· f Hllll! ( d \ ll'\\ ( d ! :;1..· 

::l'-\i!tl!i())] i1111)()',l'd llf\1111 \\I 

'-':: , 1111 1 ! le i ill' :111: i'. ~·" \\,," 

\]l]1iJl' i'11l\\ !J:11'.i;l'I, !il:..·:1:,:..·J\l·" :11:lh.L· Jll__·;1J1i:lL' tJi 

: . : ·'., ~ ·, 1 1 '. 1: 11 1 :_ 1 11 1 l l, :. : 11..· 1 r '- ! l'" ! r l. ", ; 1 : 1 '-l t l : :..: : : 
! r1

1 !I:• ,'''.::1:' 1 11:,1'.'.1v:'.~t,1i1l !Lt'- l·:thcr 1,l·l·j: 

,1i11:1::..·. ,:Ill, 1.1; ::;1, l1i:li.,\'i)'.~i;tll'-t.'lj it d'- :111 
11;( 1!( I~'\ 11] '-( ll·i;il1..,;1 !I( 1!1. K~q)i;1i1·, 

,!'-' :_11 ' : l'\i)l'l il'Illl' i'- <tlll!.ii\ 

:..· '.l.''-l',:'1,, :: ,k,1;...·:1. \\! 11:'.t.'ll :t!l' l'.( 1! 
,i11q1I\ till' 11;1,,1\1..' ()hll'l'h ti! ::,,11,j', [1"-\l"l\1)]1,;'\ ',l\<_"I "s)['!l'l'i!l' ;111d ()j hitilq~}- !)1_;: 

:1fl.' ;tl'!!\l' :t~'_t'll!\, l·;1p:1hk (If )11:tk I);' l·ll1lll.t'"- ;\Jill lklilll)l_l.' ;1, \\t'jl :t" 11!1l!~l!lJ1.l'.. l·h:t!l~'l''­ 

ill tlicir ""·1:tll1 ,:111l'ti,111nl 1.,k, \1 !Ii,· ,:till\' 1i1111·. K:q,L111·, ;q1;i1<1:111i Jc'c(l~lli,c·, tli,· 
Jh~1.,·!l(,lo~-~il·~1l d:11;1111ic, th:1i iJ1!11; 1)1 tll<_' \\11lllt.'!1-, ll·'-·1>Utlllfl:_' •ii i!ll'll t'\Jlt.·ril'!ll'l'' 1d 

hl·illL'. 11u1tl1t·1l'd ;111d ()f llHiti1l'll!l_L'. 11111111i11L' 111 tli(.· l()i..";l!ion uf 1111Jtlll'Jhoi1d in :1 unnpk\ 
\\l'h •il \ll'l"\1l11;il :t11d Jl()I -.,i,npl\ '-,(11.,·1;11 r1h·;1I1i11~·- Hut \\hik thi" i, \:du:1hk, ;1 1l'lttc!~1:1L"t· 

1111111·1111,,. tlic· 1,·l:iti1111,!Jq1 1,,.,11,·1·11 1111· 11c1,«11:tl :i11d 1111· "'11:li \<l 11111' \lie 
p,:t.·ll11l{)~lctl :111d -...i1l·i11ln~:1L;1! iic·\1lfld 11k11\1h11::'_ '.lll'li'. ;!" '·l~'llilll.1111 d(ir11;1ir1, 
\\1·;1~1·11, th,· ,111d1 



K::;)[;1::·-.. pr1n:~1r:- 1. • .-(ifl;,_·c:·1: :-.. t1J l'\)ll(Hl' l(l \\h:11 c'\tcr1t i hcrc 111~1:· he a di-juncture 
;)·~·'\\c:..·i1 -.,,(,,.-il·L1: l'\/h.:d:11i()lh :111d t111<k·r-.,,t:t!l(!ir1~'' 11t' 11111thcr!Jood ;111d mothcr-,' (l\\'!l 
(._"1,:'---1rl:1....·:i11:1--- ()f rh:..·ir i....·\;)(,:ri:..''.lCt • .' '.\(1!ir1:'.' t!i:tt tiler:..· h:1-.·l· ht.'t.'!l c uormuu-, cilangL'_..., i11 

·):'-: ;)11;)t:l:1r :..·(,rJi....":..';)1_:1in !>/ it!icr" in ill:..: l niti.:d SLdc-., :n till· pa .... t :'.!l years, as 1111irc 

1,1rc '"·"11:,·n \'.it': c!1i:dre·11 ha,c ,.·::rcre·,I rile l:ti11Jur m.uk ct t i ncl udi ru; munv 
'.11r \l,hH!: :--- n,;· il:1-,ic L'(.,.-(HJ111nic 11c·cl·...,-,it:J. K~tpLtn ~t"k" t11 wh«: cxtrn: ihi-, 
<1l\c·cl :1 rc·c·<111c·,·p11.1:,ii,ati<l1t ,,I !he· ,111:ti'e' "I Ilic· "~llod" (a, opposed to tile· 

1 \l11tho. I!'"' 111lic·:11n i11 ri1,· ,e·ll·11111k1,t:111di11~, lll n111re1nporary motlur-, 
:,re· 'tr:1di1i1,11:i1· rd,·:" :riio11t the·~-""" 111"rl1e·r :is r,,r:1111 ,u1'111nge·d in the 11cllhe·i11g ol 
!1,·1 ci>il,L :,, :,d,<1c:11cd h-, 1he· i11tluv11ri:il ]h1chll:t11:.,l\,t, Brn,lhy am! Winnicou in rite· 
1·1"1" 11ml [</1,lk' .\re ,1_1cil i,k:1, Jllllle' l.c'11:1cill11' 1h:111 the· c"11rcmpor:1ry prof itcr.uion 

\'.i)r~in:..: !l1(ithl·r-.. i:1(1:.i:cr-., .vit l: hric1·1...-~1-..l'..,, .. in ,\dril'llllL' Ri1. . .-h\ suggL·stivL' phra-«. 
:11\li(.,.·;!'.t .. :·1 .-\rid. !"i1l!(1\1,ir1p. \~1r1cy ( ·11(idor(i\\', h:tvl' ,01llL' tcrnini-t-, hl'L'll 
.1",,1,: rii,· !\"-.,Ill\ i,k:1I :1, r11t,pl:1c,·il "'ci:1I rmtlt'"' To llh:tl e·\te111 
,1'. 1. :...':·,;1;~' r:11J!lL·:· h,· :_·111h,:d(ktl ·:: l',1rl: L'\llL·riL'lll ... L' ~l!HI lkt.·p 

ii;..' 111d 1,111 .... tl:c (, . .-1~il1_j',-., 
tL.:,11:...· '.1) lli(il!::__·; 

I! 1 i::t..: :1l,_·t_·-.·p(--- :;:;it tl 
·1d:1!1 "'-·!!" I i:1ch!din;..1 

1·-., l·:1rliL·"t l'\))l'!"!L'11'--·l·"i ~tr(.,.· -,1~_111!i1:;1r1t i11 -..,!1:tpin~. hi"' (Jr hL'! 
1<k11lit1 I, :111ii til:11 lfW r]r,,·,. lfie·r,·lr,Jc. l1:t\e' i1npJic:t[i11Jh 

d1..· J!h :!111>1.11 11!)\\ \\r.. ' r:1i---t.: 11;1! ,·l;i]dr:..·11. tlil'!l tlil·-.,,c arc 

r:...·-..p11rHl1,.'Jlt.-.., ~t!HI ~1 lll!Jllhl'T 
I :,,·11 :,·i, \;11,,·1,,· 1.,,, I ,·,1 I kr 111lc'rc,r Ill 

.ir:(k·r·p11.- 
1111l Ill t!li' 

1lit_·" 11 -.,;1r:1pk (1!' \\{itllL'IL \\lio 

;1---~· pr1·, \i;t(.,.·k:..'.!"(l\JIHh. \]] 

;1!1-..:· 1,:;::..·::<1''. 11t 

,\ 11,' li:,d 

,,·r,· ·t!," dr:l\\ll lr"lll the· 
li1,,·,tt1!e· llllllhe·r, tllie· 

!l(l\\ 1~1 1:1:.: 1)\J:l:..·i;'.. ·,.,ith tl1:11 1)! i)(._·1:1;...' Jll(1!lil·r, 1if l(>ddll·r,. 
K:1pL1n'-.. c/1,) ,\ i1.i1 -.,J11:1:I Lhildrcrl Lltl1c1 tli:.111 h:1hic·-.. \\';"" dc!ihL·r;ttt.', t11 
hr():td:..·n hc:r --,'. i,nr! 1:1'-· tll1)Jt..: !.,_"11111rnqn rc-..c:.trcll h1(.,'1i-.. i,11 r11otlicr\ ~111d i11L111h. 
1 Yet t11cldkr~,. --,fie h ~it p:IIii-.. t,) rcr111r1d lh. ":irt.: 110! f1_1ll:, ,1H.·1;1Ji-.,:..·d hL·ing...," (p~~J ;1 
phr:1,e rli:,r re·1e·1·h,-r::1ed l"r !!le' :i, 1111 r>\\11 1liree·1c·;,1.,,],t h:.111,1e·d i1lle·r111illc'1lll1 ht1[ 
fc·r4ll'i(H/-..h ()Jl :1:\ -...11.1(!--. i:!,)11:- 11·_:!·ir:_i 1h.: '.\ rif 1!1i-.. r<..·\i(._·\1, ! 

K~1;)L1n ;.., ~:t p:1in--- t1J -..t:: .. :- .. --- ti~;1t, :1-.. ;l :-l·-.,ult ,d thL· \\1Hnc11·-., "fll·citic -.,,1)ci;tl loc;1ti1lll, llt) 
~l'.llL'r~tli-..~1ti()11-.. Cdn hL· tlLtdL· fr,1111 t!1crn tr, \1,·1irnc11 :t! !;trL'L'. She doc" ...,u~gc--,t. 
f;f)\\C\l'f, !h:tr tk·-pr!l' :he· 111111h ,,t' !in ,:impk, the ,llci:il :111d rnltllr:tl pll11cr of tile 
c;1'.l·~(1ry llf \\iink·n -.,,h~· !!l'.cn il''-\L·d -.,h,ni!d l11lt he (l\·cr!11(1kl·d ·,lt ,in]: i-.. the in1~tgL· of 
rh,· -.,"rktnc 111,,rhcr h:, r,,n ·,,c-1l<r1'rc11,'.1ed in the· P"Pul:,r ir:1:,g,·, "f 111,mcn tkpic!l'd 
11n tl~\c\·i,ior: :1r~d in \1,11!1~: . .-11·-.. n1~1~~11i11c-.,_ ThL· c!~1,--, !(,1_'~1ti,1n (if thL',t: worncn i~ abo 
imp"rra11t: '\\'hik r.r1t :t:I tit the i111:,ge "I ·1t1ppic' equal!:, \1c·II. rhcv arc amo11g the· 
gr<>llp th:,t Fhrcmcich I 111,.'IJ Lllillemh h:i, hccn ·wkc11 :,, :i ,oci:tl 11m111' i11 the· U11itcd 
Sr:,1c, am! ha, heen the gr"up ·:,g:,in,r 11hic·lt all "thcr, :ire llh::t,ured'" (p2). Thi, 
rrhigln i, nil!. however. dc\cl,1ped in an:111',ing rite ,ig11ifica11ce· ,,t ltcr finding,. Thi, i, 
,,here a ,ironger gr,,undinlc! ,,t the c:1,e ,rudic, in the· ""i"l"g1 "f m<>tltcrllllod i11 
corl!c111p<>r:1r1 '\"r:h \:1°cr:,·:t ·.,,,,:le! !1:1\c' i1e11ditcd the ,1uth. 



K~tpl:111 l'Oll1 . .lud c-, th:11 till· \\i\l]ll'll ,Ill' lll~l'l\ ll''-.\t._'L'. lil' l'll~:lc.'l'l! ;1 ~! p!()l'\..''-'- 1.1'. 

r,·t,,r11111l:11111,• 111,111inli,H1d t,,r 111,·111s,·h,·,. !{:,;,,·cl;:·:':,· i'/.011, ,,li,·11 ,::,· 1111:,c:,· ,,: !i:c· 

\\1lllll'll \\ll(l \\l'rl' Iulhiuu- ll111nl':1Ltkl'r,. lur ,~d\,.:1..·t.., f"l']l·l'l 11H1l·h ut w h.i t thl·ir 111ut!il·1 

"Ltlld !(>J" :t1lll 11:t\l' rl'lk·finL·d t hc n1Hi1H1 ol !lJ(ith,:r ((1 .ncorpo r.u« c mplov num :t 
k~i1i111:11,· . .\\ tile· ,:1111c iim«. .uul 111 c·«rl!r:1,1 111 \\!Lit ( 11,idor,1,1 :11i11,·, ,·,111,·,·111111~ 
1111111,·11·, ·1,·l:1\11111:1irt1" :111d 1d,·111ilir:11io11111\h ll\lil't \\<lll!c'll. llllht 11I 1h,·111 ,Ii, 11111 ,hll\1 
,., tdl'tlc'c' of ,1rn11g 1,·l:11io11,hips wit ]: otlur w omcn. ,·1111,·r 111 "11ol1ti,·:tl ,c11s,· 111 "'" 
p rim.uv ,our,·,· ,>I L'Ill\\\io11:tl :111d 11r:1r1ir:tl 'lrp;i,,rt. l1htc·:1d. thn fr,·\ 11:1rt1r11l:11 
:1ffili:1titlll with thci r hu-b.md-, :111d ,.,\lie'" L'l\lllu,i1111 "' ,·r ,, hct hcr i hcir "'' 11 dr:1111:1tr, 
npni,·11,·,· a, p.uc ru-, i, a krn;ik n11ni,·11Cc \\I rwt 1p.:'il.:'). !he\ i hu-, ncrnplit, :1 
,twrl!,! couunit ment 1<1 the mrck:11 f.unil, and imli. rdu:tl -oluuun- t11 m:111:1gi11g th,·ir 
d,ll11c·,1ic and ,,m\.: rc'S\ll>ll,ihilili,·,. K:1pla1111<11,·, iii,· polrlic:tl 1mplica1i"rh of 11i1,: 

"lhc-c privikgL·d womcn arc' 11()\ ltll'll'l'd 011 iii,· l:,d. nl ,<>ci:tl ,u111111r1 for f:i111i\1,·,. 
1·1iL·:- '.'-il'l' i hc ir lkci-.,io11-., :1huut \\1ir~in~. i11 p1..'h1l11:t! tl·rin". !hL·: did :111t L·u11,iLkr tll:tl 
111,·ir c:,r,·n ,k,·i,i<,r1' \lc·r,· :tllc·clc',I 111 pwhk111s 11111:,· ,1:iic1ur,· ,it\\()!\.:. 111 th,· !:,ck": 
sc·r,i,·,·, 1,1 li,·lp l:1111111,·, 111,·,·1 ''"'\.: d,·111:11llh. ,111,\ i',-. 1i1,· :i,1rn111l'tric;1\ ~c'Jllkr 
:11r;i11g,·111,·111, 1'1:11 111:llk 11 lr~c·il 1!;;11 tir,·,. 1:i1lr,·1 111;111 !h,·1r l111,h:111d,. \\11t1ld lr;11c tire· 
prn11:1r; l·lrild 1,·;1ri11~. r,·,p\\th1h1\1!\ I lrc1 :11,· 1111li~c·I, 111 i,k111il\ tlr,·111,,·h,·, :,, p;1rc·Jll, 
<>I to joi11 with othn par,·111' i11 :1rt,11i11g l"r i11n,·;1,cd ,n, ir,·, ·1 hcrr 1111:rg,· "I !he 
\l,11h,·r i, 111mkr11 ,·11<1t1gli lo :1l'l'<lllllll(ld;1ll' the· \!111\1,·r', 11,·,·d, ;ind c:trc'cr 1111,·r,·,1, 

l\.;1tl11..·r tl1:1r1 lht.'C)Ji,1_' ill'!" tindin~---- K;qll;111 j, 1111\Jr...' 1..·11lkc:;;l'll '..11 t>l' )h .. ·i:1 !11 \ll;'. ;::lt. .. ·\ 

( i1tHl()f"«)\\\ (1hiL'l'l-l'l'Llt1,111, :11 \{1 1!11..' IL'\l 1(1 '"·::ul ::\..· 1\\ !:ir :!1:...· 1..·\iLL..·r:1..·l· t:·(1i11 
l1l·r -.,tlld: \l!pp(lrl\ ( ·1ind(if"t)\\ :,1.·,i (..11Jh'l':·r1: '.";__·:):·11i_L;1.:ti11r1 1,t' :~-:<Jt 
\ltl1•n1L1.li L·:1uti()LJ, in lil·r LtJr':1..-: ,Ii:...· :1:-:.-··.1c" ,; :1: ,1:' :'.::..· \\~111k ::,:r ,tu1.h d1JL', nnl 
,1.1p111ir1 ( ·1i1)d11r(1\\ \\.l1ik :1 ,:(, ,;i1:...· 11! :::...·r i:l1llh:..::, 1.\(1 ;1rl''L'!lt ti1l·1r rntithl·r-., ~1"' tll1..· 
r11.1f'tlll~t11t. raring. r1..·-.,po11,i,c \\1)t11L·r1 < h()d()f"(J\\ ;111d titlil·r tl1..·..,L·ribl' 1pl,'-.l-1. !hl' 
r11;1.101it~' "1..'.\fHC\:-,. feel ill~\ of ;1:i~l·r, 1ru,tr;1titlil, :111L: 1(1, 111 f"L'Ltti1111 !() thl'lr ()\\ 11 
11101lr,·1,"r:1thntlr:111tlrl'iil11rr::1~,,: h,11111d;11:c· ·1:11c\,,,,,1, ,l,·,,·,ih,·, 1;11 ·,, 

K:qil:111 pr1..'\L'llb t\\() 111:t_i(l! LTi!:1..:: 11! ( ·lli,\~(1111\\ I: ·,t 1L.1; ( ~,,H.\;1;()\\ ·-., l~il' 

;1·,,t1r1lL'"' th;1t till· 11101'1er-cllild :·l·1:1:it1:· !i:j' i, c, l'!l'. :_''.: (1;1l·, ,, 1:.ii tl:l· Ill1Jthl·t 

L'!11ln:1L·111~.'- l1L·r 11t1rtt1r:1111 role 111 .1 ii.i,111\1.· \',:1\ l1' l.11..:. ~:ip:;ti: 1);11f'1) c-.... tlicrv 1 

r.:\i1L·11cL· o! l·1111tlir1 :111d di-.,cn ~'L'Illl'lll 111 lf1L· 111,11..111..L· 11! :1Ll1.1:1, ::, (1;1;)1)\ld 1.() 

lik:ili\l'\1 Jll(l!hcr-... i! i-... tlll'l,.'lll'r_· lll~'()]!t'I l 11) l·;![l''.'llfi t' \'.(1:lh.'ll :1\ ,!'.\l' tlllL' 1:1 
JL·l:11io11;1l11v ;1-... ;1 rc-.,lill I Ill' "'l·c1111l! 1..11!1L·1,r11 1, 1IL!l ( ·11tH_l(J1()\1. Li,-., I1H1 t11L,1..·1: trc, (1'.: 
111,· rq11«d11c\11l1111I 111"1hnlr1111,l., ,· ,,11 1l1v \\;11, 111 ,,ii,,11 !Ii,· 111,11111111111 ,, \'l'ljlc'l11:1\c'cl 
!)lllll ~'.L'lll'Ll\i()fl t,, rc!ll'L!lltlll, ;111d !\'ll\l[l'\ LlLlllL'.l' :iIH! tlql\llfl' \\it\11!1 th1..• llhllllltiull 

( 1i11,\«1111\ ,,. 111 vlkct. \\lll~llll' ,1111 ., 11:1tlll11L11 11k,1 ,,t 11111ti1,·1li,11HI :111 1d,·:1I 1'1:11 1, 
JJ(J k,Ih.',cr d,1111111:1111 ~111d \\;1-., in ;111\ ~.1-...c Ilt.'\cr 1c;1]1,l·i.l \11 1l1l· tkl'lt.'L' !il;it he ~l"'"'llilll' 

11111, ,,,·II d11,·, tli,· ,111,h ,111rk :" :, ,·11t1q11l' 1<1 < \1"<1"11,1,·· I 1h111k 1'.:1:,l:111 d1111i11,,h,·, 
!Ill· r1t1:111L·t: ;111d -...(lplii\11c1!!i)t1 (1! ( ·11,1._!11!()\\·, lh\L·\1():11L1h11c ;11'~'1_1111(:111- < ·1i1)d1)!()\\ :1,k-., 
\\!l\ do \\tl!lll'!l (~l'lll'l~tlh) \\,1111 1,11 tll(l!l1l'!·> 11~·1 lt'IL'i..·11i11! Ii! h(i\li hHiltt~'IL1i 

i1111)~·1;1li\L'"' :111d ,1r11pk rok tlil'(l;\ ·:1tHL .. ·1' k;1th l1L·r \11 ;1 \h\1..·lio;1 lil· v,pL111:il!11:1 

\\llil·t1 l'111plLt'i'l'' till' l·;1rlil·,1 l'\jls.'fll'lhl"' ()1 1llt' i11L!l'll Ill tl·l;1llllll \() 11' \IJIJlLil\ 



c:1r,·.~i,,·r. \\il" 1, .:,,::,Ii, ;i11d ,,::1111,·:11111, :t \\1>lll:111. 11 h 111,· km:tk11c" of the mother 
iig.urc t liat 1, ,1s:11111c·i1111 1n 1,·rrn, "f 1l1c child', dncl<>prn,·111 <>I its cnrc gcm.kr idcnti1, 
and. in 1h,· c:t,c "f girl children. Ihl· rq1rodL1c11"r1 ,it Ilic dc,irc 10 hccnm« mothers 
thcm,cl\t:, - to r,·cre:tt,· that c:trlic,1 l11sio11 with th,· matcrn.t] ohJL'CI What is appcalin~·­ 
to me :1, a "1c11,l11gist i, pr,·c·hc'I\ Chlld1>r111,, :11tcnqll 111 rel.uc the l"\cl10logic:tl .md 
the "'c·1<1l11g1citl di111,·1hill11, ,,t gcmkr itkntit, .. \lthllllgh she has been criticised for 
taKing the w lutc. 11L1clc:1r. ,,c,tcrn. hctcrn,cxL1:il l:1rrnl\ :t, ii univcr-.al. 111 fact she doc, 
r,·rng11i,c th.u f:111111, l,irnh :trc cu l t urallv a11d hi,111r1callv ,pecific and that this is 
crucial tor u11tkr,tii11di11g the rcproductilltl lJf llliJthni11g it it, different forms. What shL' 
:tr,:uc, I 11/7,',: '-'/ i, that while ce n.un p,,chic c:1paciti,·, c:tn he con-idcrcd innate to all 
hurna n-. their ·1,,rn1 :111d lll\/dc of upc r.uion ar c 111/t, her preoccupation is with ihc 
rcpr11duct1on of mot hc r uu; « uhin a ,p,·cific c11ntl'\t ,11 \\htch we stc r n (not nccc"aril, 
·,, hi te ) IILJL'ic:tr hctCr<hC\11:tl fa111il1cs arc the nor m. 

It aho ,l·enh t1, me ih.u K:1pl:tn i, not nploring C\:tdl\ th,· ,:1m,· t.-rr.un :ts Chodorov,. 
K:1pl:111·, ,tlld\ Clllltrihllln 1,1 an undcr,1:111llin,: of h11\\ h,·r ,:11npk of 111H11e11 co11struc1 
me:1:1it:g :1ml in p:trric11::tr ::r:dcr<:t11d th,·111,el\e, :t, 111":h,·r,. i11 a w11rld in\\ l11ch 
mother1101,d 1' llllC Ill ,ncr:t! :,ml 111,t :,1\1:1,, ,111,,otill1 c11111p:1t1hlc ide111itics and sets ot 
rc:,p1J11,ihil1tic,. \\'!J:1t i, c·\pl1,red arc th,·ir :1dult :1,·rl'c·ptill11, ot :tc·tu:t! t:\pt:rien,·,·,. 
( h"d,,r,J\\ i, c,1ncerncd '.1ith rhc ur1cll11,cillu, t1,r1:1111ic, of 1111\ wo111cn desire to 
ht:C1Jlllc 111\/thcr, :tr1d hr,11 rhn hcc"111,· (t"r rhe 11111,1 11:1111 lh\Cllillllgicalh pri:p:,rcd 111 
t;1Kc ()i'l ~1:1d in\·r_:-.,t in tf~c..· ~,,!c i,f pr!nLtr; :11.1nurcr i11 ll'L11i1)JJ \(> children - at lca_-.,t, Jll()rl' 
'" th:,11 r11e11. She 1, 11111. :,, I rc:td her. co11ccrnul ,,i1l1 Ii"'' pi1rticular adult \\lllllell 
rcc:tll their :1ctu:t! c\pc·ri,·:1,·c "f hcin:: r11,,1hcred "r ,·,plain :111d tr·, 1,1 de:tl wirh 
1he Cllllfltct, :1ml prr,\1kr11, i:1 ;rn11hcr1r1l'. th,·ir childrc·n ir1 rile \\llrld . 

. -\!t~:1):_;gh ,r,11:ctl: :1~ ,,r :: :..:r11\1.th :nd:_i...,lr\' ir1 :'\r,rtl1 :\1:1t. .. ·ric~t ~lllll l,t1ropc, fl'111i11i-.,t 
-.,tudic, ()f Jll1)tl11.::--\;or,d ~:tc !:...',\ :inL! L1r hct\\t....'cll i11 \;)L1!)1 _\fr!(.::t. lh.·rc rn,y,t ~illL'lltirHl 

~:~1'\ :!H:, L1r he·: .. ::: d,rl·l·'.:.:1\ ::· I;~(._'. 1d:...·1,]r);..'\ rd j]l,)![ll·rlH,11d ::" ;: ;~:1t~·1;1r(h:t! C(l!l..;.truct :111d 
it-.. lkployrnl'Ilt ir1 p1llitil·:d 1,r;.'.:t:1i,--:ttJ()!J-- .. llil· L'mpll:1,1-, 'Hl 1.1,rJ:lh:I1', ()\\11 rl·prc-,l'IlLlti()Jl 
1Jf their c\pcri:....·rH .. ·c 1n th!,< ilh i, :'.1:.:r-:.:t1,rl· :·'-·ti·l·,!-1:1·~· :11!1! 1.11.1:..·, ,ti:..';..1,l',t -.;0111c ~1\-L'!Hll'" 
f11r ;":._·,c:1:,:/1 :1'-·:-:....- f· "11'. )111\\-:..···,:..''.. c • .':!,\ t{, ,,__.'-. )l!l",1. 11::'-· illiL'.ilt l'\lr~1pol~ltC frotll 
:...: rt:,:: 1'., t'indir:;..'., ,1r ::, ·:'."'·th1id(,;1,~'l1.::d :1111\-, t(i ·!:l' ,'':1]". 11! :~:(i!hl·rh1Hl(l in S1)util 

Ot C1J:1r,c rile: ,,,,rk '"'' :'"'. 11rllkrr:,k,·r1 t" rhr"\' lic'ilt ,,11 the c'\pericr1cc :11HI 
n1t..'~1nir1~_(--.J (1t' 11111'.hcrh,1(,d 1n Snuth .\tr·il·:1. llr>WL'\'l'l'. it j.., r:,,r ck~tr !111\\' 11n1cil li~llt ii 
~hr,)\\, on 1n11thr.:rh1d>ti i:1 '\.1,:'.;i -\r:1:.::1,:;1 '-·i'.hl·r I lL1\c r;11 pr1,hkrn \\ith \Jl1:tl!~-.,c;1k 
::nd 1ndq1th ,t11d1c, "t ·i:c •.1:,t! rh,· :,u1i1"1 ur:dcrtiikc·, - I ''"'.lid :1gre,· that the ,wd, "' 
n1canin~", i .... bL·-.,t ~tL'L:....'-..-..cd !lir1,u~f1 Lp:;t!1t~t1ivc ~111d thcrL·f11rr: nccL'",\arily ...,n1:lll--.,l·ak 
re,e:1rch me1h1ll!1,l11~i,·, H:1! I ,,.,uid 1hcr1 e\pce! 111<lll' d1,nh,l(lll ot the findings iitHI 
:,n:tl1Si, 11t ,di:,! rhe, d" rn ,·:ti :,h"ut the c,·111r:t! r,·,ciirch quc,tio11s. rather than\\ irh 
\\h~1t the:~ d,, n1,~. L·: the L·r;d Kaplan ~i\c-., 1.1-.. littk 111,irc tll~111 tL·n1:1ti\·c "uggc\tiori-., t()r 
iil1 <:\par1ded r,>c:1rch :1gc1,d:1 It !eel, it c1Jmpr1Jmising and un,;it1,f:tcllln conclu,ion Ill 
'" ck1a1kd an acc1Ju11,. \\'i,uid an ar:iclc ,u111rnarhi11g her tinJing, and detailing hn 
mcth11d1Jlllg\ 1101 ha\l' hccn more apprnpriarc than a full-kngth hook'' 
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