
Book review: "Psychology in 
context" 

K. •• M.u.r .nd A. I. R.U.f (.d.ol (1987) PlYcholoqy In 

Cont.,tl Cro •• -cultur.l [ •••• rch tr.nd. in South Afric" 

HIRC Inv •• tig.tion into R •••• rch M.thodology; r •••• rch 

r.port •• ri.. •• Pr.tori,1 Hu •• n Sci.nc.. R •••• rch 

Council. 225pp. + xil. R20 + GST. 

Don Fo.t.r 

Univ.r.ity of C.p. Tovn 

Th ••• v.n p.p.r. pr ••• nt.d h.r •••• rg.d fro •• on.-d.y H8RC 

••• in.r ln July 1985 vlth. focu. on curr.nt tr.nd. in 

cro •• -cultural r •••• rch p.ychology • Th. p.rticip.nt. v.r. 

• pp.r.ntly invit.d du. to th.ir •• t.bli.h.d int.r •• t .nd 

.ctiv. involv ••• nt in the ti.ld th.ir div.rg.nc. in 

approaoh and th.ir conc.rn tor •• thodologic.l i •• u... Th. 

r •• ult 1 •• n lnt.r •• ting, vid.-r.nging .nd ch.ll.nging •• t 

at p.p.r. - a vorthy contribution to the cont.apor.ry d.b.t. 

about p.ycholoVY in 80uth Afric •• 

Without furth.r .do "auld happily r.co ••• nd thAI 

coll.ction to po.t-gr.du.t •• tud.nt •• nd .chol.r. intar •• t.d 

in .att.r. South Afric.n .nd p.ychologic.l. Thi. i. not 

n.e •••• rily du. to .vr •••• nt vith the propon.nt., but to the 

t.ct th.t •• ny int.r •• ting .r ••• for d.b.t. .r. r.i •• d. 

With the .xc.ption of the A.aric.n S.ehr •• t, .11 

contributor •• r. e.rtainly .ctiva in loc.l r •••• rch cirel •• 
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.nd th.ir vork con.titut.. no ... n .lic. of .ith.r •• rll.r 

'Ii •• h.uv.l) or cont.apor.r~ r •••• rch output. 'bi. provid •• 

• uffici.nt 9round. for r.co ... ndin9 the vork. 

Of cour.. th.r •• r. quibbl... Wh, not oth.r contributor.? 

Wh~ not aor. bl.ck contributor.? Wh~ not p.rticip.nt. of • 

vid.r r.n9. of id.ol09ic.l p.r.p.ctiv •• ? 'or th.r. i. 

little doubt th.t thi. ..rr, band i. dr.vn doain.ntl~ froa 

the .pp.r.ntl~ ·r ••• on.bl.· .iddl.-9round, .nd w.r. prob.bl, 

.0 cho •• n. Thi. do •• not hov.v.r con.titut. vround. for not 

li.t.ntn9. 'urth.r.or., the r.f.r.no •• , both to 100.1 .nd 

int.rn.tion.l work, b, th •••• lv .... k. it worth r •• din9. 

'h. r.n9. of po.ition. - fro. ti9bt, .ound .. thodolovio.l 

.dvtc. 'I.chr •• t) to doubt. .bout v •• t.rn, flr.t-world .nd 

po.itivt.t .ppro.cb.. 'lnd, Gilbert) i. quit. nic., d •• pit. 

the It.it.tlon. r.l •• d .bov.. Th. .ditor., N.u.r .nd 

R.ti.f, 9iv. u •• 0 •• h.lp in th.ir pr.f.o. b~ di.tinvui.hinv 

tvo p.r.pectiv •••• on9 the p.per., the -di •• nv.v.d· .nd the 

·co .. itt.d·. 'h. di •• n9.v.d, r.pr ••• nt.d b~ L •• I.ahr •• t, 

John Ver.ter .nd •• ter du .r.e. t.k. the bro.d .t.nd of 

.ci.nc. ebov. .pp11c.tion in •• rvioe 

9roup. 'h., .1.0 9.n.r.ll~ .t.nd 

to .n~ p.rt10ul.r 

for • d.f.nc. of 

po.ltiv1.t or conv.ntion.l .. thod., vbil. r.a09ni.in9 the 

n ••• for bett.r theor, .nd for ••• r.n ••• of .. thodol09ic.l 

pitf.ll.. 'h. di •• n9.9.d po.ition •• ~ b. u •• full, 
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.u .. ari •• d in tb. word. ot du Pr.... ·~tt.r. prolonoad 

di.t ot id.o10g" .ocia1 .ci.nti.t .hou1d .it down to the 

job ot •• pl.inino .oci.l proc ••••• • (p.152). 

On. .., not. that 8i.on Bia.hauv.l who wrote the 

introduction, wa. not lab.ll.d by the .ditor., pr •• u •• bly on 

ground. that h. wa. not p.rt ot the orioin.l ••• in.r but w •• 

• ub •• qu.ntly invit.d to contribut. .n introduction. Hi. 

p.p.r indic.t.. • .tanc. tow.rd the di •• no.o.d .id.. a 

po.ition with which I t •• l h. would not b. unh.ppy. 

In contra.t, the ·co •• ittad· .tanca ottara ·arou •• nt in 

t.vour ot an .no.o.d tor. ot cro •• -cultur.l .nquiry· (p.vii) 

.nd the .ditor. rao.rd Bh.n., Mill.r .nd Gilb.rt •• 

co.pri.ino thi. oroup. 

Bh.n. i. criticalot conv.ntion.l •• thod •• nd .t.nd.rdi •• d 

t •• t. tor cro •• -cultur.l r •••• rch. cl.i.ino the n •• d tor • 

• or. b •• ic • •• ic· .ppro.ch u.ing qu.lit.tiv. d.vic... ror 

r •••• rch with ·politic.l .inority oroup.· .h •• dvoc.t ••• n 

.ppro.ch which tocu... on ••• nino. not on t •• t.. In 

concluaion ah. .ugoa.t.. ·.ov •• way tra. the v.lu. load.d 

cultur. con.truct· (p.i78). 

Ronni. Mill.r .1.0 .upport. a .hitt away tro. poaltlvla. and 

co ••• down on the .id. at r •• li •• , with .odala providad by 

H.rr •• O.art. and Vygot.ky. ror Mill.r tha .o.t urg.nt na.d 
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ta to atudy aoctal ch.nv. ·.,h.th ... •• • n .loot ob .... v ... in 

the •• nn ... ot • n •• t. .. ono .... , or •• • d.dic.t..d tunct.ion ... y 

co •• itt..d t.o .0 •• vi.ion ot t.h. tut.u ... • (p'!"). Cult.u ... h. 

.uvv •• t.· i. "not ••• n.bl. t.o .n.l,.i • b, • •• n. ot 

axpa .. i •• nt.al •• t.hod .ny .0 ... t.h.n hi.t.o .. y 0" .volut.ion· 

(p .190). In the .nd vi. V,vot..ky, h. p .. opo... • vi.w 

di ... ct.d t.o., ... d. • ·d.y.lop •• nt.l .n.l,.l. ot the p .. oc ••••• 

th.t V.n .... t. ch.nv.· (p.202) • 

Andy Gilb ... t. • 1.0 ch.ll.nv •• po.itlvi.t. • •• u.pt.ion., 

intcoducinv c .. it.ic.l yi • .,. t .. o. thi .. d .,o .. ld p.ycholo;i.t • 

• nd p .. opoundinv •• od.l t.h .. ouVh Mo .. g.n (1983) ot .t. ... t..Vi •• 

ot critic.l 

conv ..... tton • 

r.tl.ct.lon b ••• d on t.h. •• t.phor ot 

Such .tr.t..vy i.pli ••• t.hr •• told op .... tion 

ot (i) • nv.v ••• nt .,ith ot.h... .oci.l .ci.nti.t. ott.rinv 

ditt .... nt. vi • .,a (ii) .nvav ••• nt .,it.h t.h •• ubj.ct. •• tt.ar ot 

inquiry, .nd (iii) .nv.v ••• nt. wit.h the .... pond.nt. 0 .. 

p ... ticip.nt.. In t.hi., t.h. rol. ot the .cianti.t. i •• It .... d 

tro. th.t ot • ..... ov.nt. .anipul.t.or, .,ant.inv t.o pr.dict. .nd 

cont.rol, t.o t.h.t ot t.h ••• n.it.iy. t.cilit..t.or, .,i.hing to 

i.prov. und .... t..nding· (p.221). 

On. c.n ••• wh.t. t.h •• dit.or. • ... d .. iving .t. wit.h t.hai .. 

dl.t.inct.ion b.t.., •• n ·di •• nv.g.d· .nd ·co •• it.t..d·, but 

con.idar.bl. probl... ..i.t., part.icul.rly wit.h t.h. l.t.t. ... 

tar •• nd ho., it •• , b. r •• d .t thi. junetuI'. ot hi.tory In 

80ut.h Atric •• It .1.0 r.tl.ct. •• d •• p.r probl ..... g.rding 
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~h. volu.. • •• ' whol.. Co •• it •• nt to wh.t? 'or •• onq the 

l.b.ll.d ·co .. itt.d· contributor., on. do •• not q.t .uch 

•• n •• at .nq.q ••• nt oth.r th.n •• thodoloqic.l/.c.d •• ic. It 

i •• o •• wh.t •• toni.hinq, in • volu.a initi.lly pra.ant.d in 

July 1986 (.ttar th. dacl.r.tion at tha .t.ta at •• arqancy) 

.nd publiahad in 1987, to tind h.rdly •• antion at tha ra.l 

conta.~ and qri. ra.lity at conta.por.ry avant. oth.r th.n • 

• t.t •• ant in tha prat.c. ot. ·.pacitic hi.toric.l p.riod 

(1986-1987) ••• ch.r.ct.ri.ad by viol.nt .oci.l .nd cultur.l 

upha.v.l· (p •• i). In thi. raq.rd the titI. ot the volu.a 

·P.ycholoqy in Cont •• t· .ay ba .o •• thinq ot • .i.no.ar; 

.ora •• n.ibla to a.ploy tha .ora raatrictad .nd .ccur.t • 

• ub-titla 

Atric.·. 

·cro •• -cultur.l r •••• rch tr.nd. in South 

It could b. countar-.rqu.d th.t • tocu. on •• thodoloqy 

larqaly pracludad tha di.cu •• ion at politic.lly cont •• tu.l 

i.aua. It .0, it would ba. vary .orry po.ition to t.ka. 

rurthar.ora .0 •• ot the p.p.r. ~ touch on politic.l •• tt.r. 

- in • r.thar bl.nd t •• hiont du Pra.. br r.i.inq the 

qua.tion ot id.ntity (but littl. on •• cribad idantity), 

Bh.n. in har tocu. on tha ·.inority qroup' ot Indi.n. (no 

.antion at oppra •• ion, thouqh aha doaa racoqni.a Indian 

paopla •• • ·politicolly datinad qroup· (p.161), Gilbart in 

r.coqni.inq third-world condition., .nd Bia.hauval in 

t.lkinq .bout • ·plur.l .ociaty· t.cad with ·politic.l 

dil ••••• • (p.16). 
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'ur~har.ora i~ could ba arguad ~ha~ ~o ~ake a e~and egain.~ 

apar~haid would ba ~o ba ideological ra~her ~han .cientific. 

Hara tha hoar, i •• ua ot neutrali~, and .ocial .ciance rai ••• 

it. haad ag.in. lu~ ~o be ·n.u~ral· in the tac. ot 

ap.r~haid i. qui~a cla.rl, .1.0 .n ideologic.1 po.ition. In 

~ha.a dab.~e., t.laa po.i~ion. .r. baing •• ~ up, no~abl, 

along ~ha lina. ~ha~ ~ho.a vho taka a highl, cri~ical .~and 

ag.in.~ ap.r~haid ara incapabla ot baing .cian~itic. H.ra 

ona •• , no~a lia.hauvel' •• ~~.ch on • • ••• 11 bu~ .11i~an~ 

group carr,ing 11~~la valgh~ .cian~ltlcall,· ln r.ter.nc. ~o 

a.rli.r crl~lcl •• lodg.d b, Clo.~ •• ~ .1 (1 ••• ). In. 

di ••• ~rou. ~urn lia.hauva1 .ugga.~. ~h.~ ~h. int1u.nc. ot 

~hi •• i1itan~ band could int1u.nc. ·~ha di.po •• 1 ot tund • 

•• d •• v.il.bl. b, 80u~h Atrican .ub.idi.ri.. ot A •• ric.n 

corpor.~lon. tor r •••• rch .nd d.v.10p .. nt progr..... on 

bah.lt ot dl •• dv.n~ag.d .~hnlc group.- (p.12). I~ 1 •• i.pl, 

.ad ~h.t .o •• on. ot 'i •• hauv.1'. con.idarabl •• ~atur. h •• to 

be.o d.t.n.lv. ot ~h. MIr. vork .nd to .~oop ~o .uch lovl, 

~.c~lc.. .qu.~ing .111~.nc, (If baing .~rongl, oppo •• d ~o 

apar~heid and/or caplt.ll •• i. c1 •••• d ••• 111~.nc,) wlth 

l.ck of .cl.n~ltlc cr.dlbl1l~, i.. wr.~chad .r9u •• n~ .nd 

•• r.1, d •••• n •• uch .dvoc.~ ••• 

1 good d •• 1 ot a~t.n~lon, qulte ri9h~1" 1. giv.n ~o 

crl~lc.l di.cu •• lon ot ~h. conc.p~ ot -cul~ur.-. All 

con~rlbu~or •• ppr.cl.~. ~h.~ ~h. ~.r. pre.en~. ~h.or.~lc.l 
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probl ••• and u •• tul cov.rag. ot r.c.nt writ.r. .uch a. 

S.gall, Irvin., Rohn.r, G •• rt., G Jahoda, Sinha and B.rry i. 

provid.d. the pap.ra at Bi •• hauv.l, Var.t.r and Bhana al.o 

ott.r tidy .u •• ari •• at .0 •• South.rn Atrican work. Oa.pit. 

thia (not uni.portant) r.vi.w at int.rnational th.ory, it i. 

r •• lly only du Pr ••• •• pap.r th.t b.gina to g.t to grip. 

with the notion that ·cultur.- and -id.ntity- (-dirty word.­ 

to .0 •• , a. h. racogni ••• ) ar. not giv.n. but ara cont •• t.d 

on the political t.rrain, and thus hay. a •• uch to do with 

pow.r and .cono.ica a. with p.ychology. 

In this r •• p.ct du Pr ••• •• 

int.r •• ting and innovative in 

pap.r i. arguabl, 

the volu... H. 

the 

h •• 

.o.t 

u •• tul d.ta and chall.nging thing. to .ay about id.ntity - a 

c.ntral t.r. unju.titi.bl, ignor.d by oth.r writ.r •• 

think that h., along with Mill.r, i. corr.ct in .ugg •• ting 

that und.r.tanding and •• plaining proc ••••• ot .ocl.1 chang • 

• hould b. a .ajor conc.rn. In the .nd how.v.r hi. u •• at 

.od.l. drawn tra. .volutionary th.ory, whil. not 

unint.r •• ting, could b. qu.ri.d. In p.rticul.r hi. u •• at 

the -Lottk.-Volt.rra pr.d.tor-pr.y .qu.tion.· to account tor 

a clai. that -tha radical. pray on the lib.ral. .t 

cont.r.nc •• and in journal.- (p.1t9) r •• ind. ana 

unco.tortably at othar a.a.pl •• in Andr •• ki·. (1972) 

.plandid book .ntitl.d -Social Scianc •• a. Sorcary-. 
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It .ould b •••• d d.p if •• dld •• r ••• 1~h .y.rpthlft. found 

1n .np p.rt1cular book. In tho pr ••• nt ca •• th.r. 1. llttl. 

dan •• r of .ueh. I do not th1nk th.t -'.pchola.p 1n ~aftt •• t­ 

tak •• u. y.rp far ta.ard. an ••• r. 1n .tr1Y1n. .ft.r .n 

appropr1at. p.pehola.p for louth afr10a, but 1t 1 ..... t 

1nt.r •• t1n. contributlon to d.bat.. It c.rtainlp .hould b. 

raad, .nd I for ona .ould h.ppllp pr •• cr1ba it •• p.rt of 

tho r •• din. for anp po.t.radu.t. cour.. 1n thl. and r.lat.d 

fl.ld •• 

B.'.r.nc •• 

lndr.aki, I. (1172) locial Igi.ns •• ,. IArc,r,. 

Clo.t., M., Mull.r, J. and Orkin, M. (li") HA ••• l.,rn.d 

to atAp .orrpin. ,nd lay. tho HlaC. '.'gbplg" in 

Ipgi.tr, I, 21-", and Mautr.l. n.yar.in. 1n di.n. y.n 

di. pAliti.k. Di. 'uld-Afrika'D, I, 11-ll. 

Mar •• n, Q. (.d.) (11.3) ',rgod •• thod, .trat.,i,. fpr 

.gcial r •••• rcb. a ••• rl.p Hl11. I I •••• 
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