
EDITORIAL 

Wh~le there is no di.tinct theme that pulls the articles ~n this 

ed~tion together, the issues covered do cohsre around two broad 

central problems of concern to psychologist. and .ocial 

sc~entlst. in South Africa at the moment. 

The one set of drt~cle8 INatalie Leon and Susan Lea; Tammy She tel' 

and Beatle Hotmeyr; Henk Eichhorn! raise some important issues 

related to black students' experiences and social .truggles on 

the predominantly white university campuse. in this country. 

Le"" alld Lecl's, and Sheter and Hofmeyr'. arqument. are based Oil 

emplri~al work done with students at UCT la.t year. Whether ens 

agr~e' with their analyses/find~nq. or not. one ~. forced to 

accept the importance ot doinq this kind ot empirical work it wa 

are te proceed beyond the state.ent. ut political .y.pall~ about 

non-racia!~sm. It seems that we n.ed to re.earch the in-er.tlce' 

ot he social psychology ot 'race' a. it attects black .tudents 

on the predomlnaqtly white campu •• s. It we are to contribu!e 

meanlnqfully to understandlng this 80cial world. These two 

contributions trom UCT take us .ome way alon~ this road 

E~chhorn's article, wh~le not related dlrectly to student' 

experiences. raises aome amportant con.iderations about the 

.')c~al p.ych"logy ot crowd •• Seeing as black. - student. Ol' other 

.ocial groups - are ott.n amorphou~ly 's.en' by the .edla a. 
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'unruly mobs', 'angry crowd', 'rampaging youths', etc, his 

article is therefore a useful theoretical summary of the social 

psychological perspectives of crowds as a social phenomenon which 

can elucidate our thinking about social movements in a more 

complete and comprehensive way. 

The other set of articles have to do with the restructuring ~f 

mental health practices, one in relation to Nicaragua (Vogelman) 

and the other South Africa (Perkel). Lloyd Vogelman's summary of 

his discussion with Dr Sequeira - director of the psychiatric 

hospital in Managua (the capital city of Nicaragua and head of 

mental health training programme in that country) points to some 

potentially optimistic outcomes around the practice of mental 

health given a sympathetic government, and a government - unlike 

our present regime - that takes seriously social issues and 

practitioners involved in the social struggles around health. 

Vogelman does not present his delightful discussion with Dr 

Sequeira as a utopian solution to our mental health problems in 

this country, but rather offers it as an important example of 

what can be achieved given different social relations and hence 

in this sense can become a basis for discussion for us in a 

different soci.l formation. It is at this point that Adrian 

Perkel picks-up the argument in his rather provocative article. 

Perkel argues that for clinical psychOlogy to be located in 

different social practices which address the central 'mental 

health problems of working class communities some fundamental 

changes. at a structural level, will have to be made. He poses 

this question as a challenge to a lot of what goes for radical 

interventions in clinical psychology in South Africa at the 
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moment. He asks clinicians and their theorists to address soae 

thorny issues concerning the articulation of clinical practice 

and social transformation. It is hoped that he does this in a 

way which will stimulate debate and further contributions about 

the applications at psychology in ti.es at major social upheaval 

and reconstruction. 

This nuaber ends with a selection of book reviews froa a range of 

South African publishers. While the texts are all quite varied 

they do - with the exception of the theoretical collection from 

the HSRC - point to life experiences bearing on the eftects of 

(the history of) apartheid on ordinary people. 

PSYCHOLOGY IN SOCIETY will be producing a special issue on 

PSYCHOANALYSIS early next year and would like to call for 

contributions in this area (see advert elsewhere in thia 

editionl. 

The editorial collective has undergone some changes. In 

Johannesburg Clive Fullagar, Cheryl Narunsky, and Mahommed Seedat 

have left the editorial. Sam Karani, and Ian Moll (one of the 

founding editorsl have joined the Johannesburg editorial group. 

In Durban Catherine Campbell haa joined the editorial group. 
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