
Editorial 

Over the p •• t ya.r .o.a 40 parcent of .11 dat.inea. h.ve 

been per.ona undar tha .ga of 18. In .ddition .any young 

people h.ve t.ced ch.rge. under the Stata Qt a.aro.nay 

Requlation •• nd other leqi.l.tion .uch a. the Int.rnal 

Security Act and tha Public Safety Act. Durinq thi. ti.a, 

variou. qroup. both internal to South Africa .nd .broad h.ve 

prote.ted .tronqly about the.e ev.nt. and have voicad th.ir 

concern reqarding the tr.u •• tic con.equence. of .uch 

practice. tor 

.ctive youth. 

younq people. Cle.rly 

h.va be.n .ft.cted by 

not only politically 

the.e •••• ur... On 

occa.ion. whole .chool. hav. b •• n .rr •• t.d. Childr.n a. 

young a. e y •• r. of ag. h.v. b •• n .ubj.ct to t •• rga •• ing, 

.j •• boking .nd oth.r pr.ctic ••• i.ply b.cau •• they h.pp.n.d 

to be in an ar.a wh.r. ..curity tore •• took .ction. Th.n 

th.r. have b •• n, and continu. to b., tho •• childr.n who have 

witn •••• d th.ir p.r.nt.' di •• pp.ar.nc. into d.t.ntion tor 

indet.r.in.t. p.riod •• Fin.lly .0.. childr.n hav. b •• n 

caught up in int.rn.cin. t.ude betw •• n diff.r.nt politic.l 

grouping., 
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All thasa avants ara products of the death throes of 

Apartheid. As tha stata clings to and modarnisas the policy 

of group saparation and whita dominanca, so these events 

will continua. What ara tha likaly affects of this totally 

unaccaptabla situation on young paaple? 

This adition brings togather a collaction of papers which 

attampt to provida soma answars. They illustrate that 

findings of resaarch studias and theorstical principlas 

devalopad within mainstrea. psychology and psychiatry have 

considarabla importance in devaloping our understanding of 

local conditions. At the sarna tima, a. Straker's paper 

our situation of continuous streBs is 

diffarant, and requira. it. own solution •• 

While the work of Gibson, Oawa. and Strakar focu.es on 

political rapre •• ion, it. likaly etfect., and ways at 

treating the 

ditterant type 

victims, tha paper by Lavatt problemati.as a 

torm of trauma 

of trauma - namaly saxual abusa. 

iB not political in tha sarna 

Whila this 

way, it 

nonethela.s takas placa within the raalm of sexual politics 

and gandar opprassion. What links these papers is a thama 

which suggests that there are powartul mediators of trauma, 

which ara socially constructed. Response. to oppression of 

various kinds are thus shaped by one's political 
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Bociali.ation that Bubtle proce.. whereby ideology 

converts the unacceptable into the natural. 

Louw-Potgieter'. work on Atrikaners who.' way. ot thinking 

about South Atrica have parted coapany with Atrikaner 

Nationalist philo.ophy and practice, al.o tall. within the 

tield ot political sociali.ation. The etruggle. ot South 

AfricanB Buch a. the.e .ay be very ditterent trom tho.e in 

the black town.hip.. But they nonethele •• tora part ot the 

aosaic that retlect. the paintul path toward. the tor.ation 

ot a new .ocial order. 


